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Saturday: 7:30 a.m. & 8:30 a.m.; (Vigil) 4 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.
Sunday (Parish Hall): 8 a.m. (Spanish): Noon (Vietnamese)
Weekday: 7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., Noon & 5:30 p.m.
Holy Day: (vigil) 4 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.; 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m.,
Noon, & 5:30 p.m.
Church doors opens 30 minutes before each Mass
and are closed immediately a erwards.

C
Saturday: 9 a.m. ‐ 10 a.m.; 3 p.m. ‐ 4 p.m. (Reconciliation Room)
Sunday ‐ Friday: 11:30 a.m. ‐ Noon (Church Entrance)

C
C
(Located in the Parish Oﬃce)
Expositon of the Blessed Sacrament is on Tuesdays and
Fridays, 9 a.m. ‐ 4 p.m.
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Monday ‐ Friday, 11:15 a.m. (Church)
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Rosary is prayed daily following the 7:30 a.m. Mass, immediately
followed by Morning Prayer. Rosary is again prayed before the
Noon Mass.
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Telephone
Fax
Website
Facebook
Hours

I
941‐366‐4210
941‐954‐8434
www.stmartha.org
St. Martha Roman Catholic Church
Monday‐Friday
9 a.m. ‐ 12 n and 12:30 p.m. ‐ 4 p.m.

B
Classes are held on the 2nd Monday of each month
from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Conference Room. Baptism
will take place regularly every Sunday at 5 p.m. or
by appointment with your choice of clergyman.
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Saturdays a er the 8:30 a.m. Mass
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B

Contact Sara Brinn at the Parish Oﬃce

TV Mass
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. on CW Network
or dioceseofvenice.org /tv‐mass

M
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From Our Pastor, Fr. Fausto …
Our Florida Bishops are very concerned during this
coronavirus epidemic. As of Wednesday, March 18 the
Florida bishops have ordered all Churches closed sot that
the epidemic will not spread.
Today is “REJOICE” Sunday, when our Mother the Church
reminds us of the joy of giving up to God our sacrifices. It does
seem strange to hear about this “Joyful season of Lent” as the
preface proclaims. We do associate joy with the Christmas
Season, and sadness with Lent: Why be joyful then? For the
same reason that the Apostles rejoiced when the members of the
Sanhedrin had them flogged; and the Acts of the Apostles (5:41)
tells us that the Apostles, “left the presence of the Sanhedrin,
Rejoicing that they had been found worthy to suffer dishonor for
the sake of the name (of Jesus).” We too should Rejoice then,
when we answer the Lenten call to suffer for Jesus!
Right now, with the coronavirus epidemic in the entire
world, it seems that there is very little cause for rejoicing,
but let’s all repeat with Job (2:10) “The Lord gave and the
Lord took away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” Also,
this virus will pass away! Let’s be confident!
Today’s Gospel is another one of those masterpieces of
John’s Gospel! We can identify with this blind man. He was
not willing to be intimidated by Jesus’ enemies, and not
caring to be politically correct, proclaimed fearlessly his faith in
our Lord. It is a good example for us, who sometimes are so
timid in defending our principles and our God!
During Sundays following Easter, we will use the
“Asperges” or Rite of Sprinkling, at the 10:30 a.m. Masses
instead of the Penitential rite. The Rite of Sprinkling reminds
us of our baptism and with the proper disposition and making
the sign of the Cross, our venial sins are forgiven.
During the Easter Season, we Catholics have the
obligation to receive Holy Communion. Let us review again
the prescribed way to receive Holy Communion: we approach
the minister, extending the secondary hand in the form of a cup,
and the primary hand underneath. When the minister raises the
Blessed Body of Christ saying: “The Body of Christ,” just bow
slightly and answer: “Amen.” Then step aside, facing the altar,
reverently consume the host, then go to your place and sit or
kneel to listen and dialogue with Jesus. Although a genuflection
is also our old traditional way of honoring Jesus, I respectfully
ask you to be careful in genuflecting in the communion line to
avoid tripping anyone coming behind you, an act of charity that
Jesus will appreciate, just bow.
Holy Communion can be received twice a day; this is a
law given by our late, Saint Pope John Paul II! The
Eucharistic Fast, excluding water and medicines, should be
observed before Communion, abstaining from any food or
drink for at least an hour, unless a person is old or sick.
About the obligation to receive Communion once a year,
Canon 916 says: “A person who is conscious of grave sin is
not to receive Communion without prior sacramental
confession, unless grave reason is present… in this case, a
person is to make an act of perfect contrition, including the
intention of confessing as soon as possible.” About the
sacrament of Penance, Canon 960 states: “Individual and
integral confession and absolution constitute the only
ordinary way by which the faithful person who is aware of
serious sin is reconciled with God and with the Church.”
About the obligation of confession once a year, Canon 989
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says: “After having attained the age of discretion, each of the
faithful is bound by an obligation faithfully to confess serious
sins at least once a year.” The obligation of confession is
applicable only in the case of grave sins. Venial sins can be
forgiven either by communal or private confession, by
receiving Holy Communion, by non-sacramental penitential
rite (like the one at the beginning of the Mass), by
almsgiving, sacrificial actions, acts of charity, or the sign of
the cross with Holy water and a contrite heart.
At every Easter I hear again that Jesus was killed by
the Jews. For us Catholics, familiar with the Stations of the
Cross, we can recognize the Roman legionaries in the
stations, not the Jewish army soldiers which were not in
existence at the time of Jesus. We Catholics recite at Mass
the Creed, the formula of Christian faith. In the Creed three
human beings are mentioned: two for our veneration, Mary
and Jesus (true God and true man), and one for eternal
condemnation and scorn, the Roman governor Pontius Pilate
who ordered Jesus’ condemnation to death.
Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI, changed the 1962 missal’s
Good Friday prayer for the Jewish people. “The Holy Father
has heard with appreciation the concerns of the Jewish
community that the prayers of Good Friday should reflect
the relationship between Jews and the Church put forward in
‘Nostra Aetate,’ and implemented by the late Pope John
Paul II,” Auxiliary Bishop Richard Sklba of Milwaukee
said, recalling the Second Vatican Council declaration on
the relation of the Church to non-Christian religions.
“As Vatican II states,” Bishop Sklba continued, ‘God holds
the Jews most dear for the sake of their Fathers; He does not
repent of the gifts he makes or of the calls he issues, such is the
witness of the Apostle.’ The message added: “The Holy Father
has chosen to omit from his revision any language from the
various editions of the (Latin) Missal of 1962 that have long been
associated with negative images of Jews. For example, there are
no references to the ‘blindness of the Jews,’ to the ‘lifting of a
veil from their heart,’ or to their ‘being pulled from darkness.’
“Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI chose to present the
relationship of the Church and the Jews within the mystery of
salvation as found in St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans [cf.Rom
11: 11-32]. Central to the concerns of the Holy Father, Pope
Benedict, is the clear articulation that salvation comes through
faith in Jesus Christ and his Church. It is a faith that must
never be imposed but always freely chosen.
“The Catholic Church in the United States,” Bishop Sklba’s
message concluded, “remains steadfastly committed to
deepening its bonds of friendship and mutual understanding
with the Jewish community.” (Courtesy Zenit.org)
Today, we are reminded that Jesus identified himself
with our poorest brothers and sisters. The Catholic Relief
Services collection serves Jesus in the victims of human
trafficking, in those who suffer from unjust laws and in those
who need pastoral care and humanitarian assistance across the
globe. Through your support with today’s collection, you help
Jesus in disguise. Please be generous.
Smile, God loves you and so does Fr. Fausto
with your St. Martha clergy:
Fathers Patrick, Jan, Chris, John, & Jerry
Deacons Bill, Patrick & Robert
Brothers Lawrence & William and Sister Cathy

DIOCESE OF VENICE IN FLORIDA

March 18, 2020
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
My prayer for you and your family is that you will be kept safe from all harm. With the strength that comes from
God, I encourage you to support your neighbors and friends with the Hope that is ours in Jesus Christ. Together, we
face the threat posed by the COVID-19 outbreak - a crisis that is unprecedented in our lifetime. Still, there is a need to
remain flexible and adapt to circumstances, following, as best we can, the guidance of public health officials.
Guidelines have been established that call for further limiting of public gatherings. Therefore, out of pastoral
concern for all, and after prayer and discernment, as well as hearing from the priests and the Faithful, I announce that
the regularly scheduled Masses and other Liturgical events in Parish Churches in the Diocese of Venice will be
suspended from March 20, 2020 until after Easter, when the situation can be re-evaluated. Visitation to Churches to
pray is also suspended. Therefore, the Faithful and visitors to the Diocese are dispensed from any obligation to attend
Mass during this period.
This is acknowledged as a sacrifice for the Catholic Faithful, who have a great love for the Holy Eucharist and
depend on the Most Blessed Sacrament for their spiritual lives. Do recall that Faithful Catholics, throughout the history
of the Church, have kept the faith alive through trying times. By prayer and devotion, as well as spiritual solidarity with
each other, the life of faith continued to be a source of strength and perseverance during persecutions and other times of
public crisis. Tomorrow, on the Feast of St. Joseph, I will dedicate the Diocese of Venice to the care of the Foster
Father of Jesus. Let us be united in prayer to St. Joseph for his intercession and protection.
Our Priests have been asked to draw upon the Church's rich tradition of prayer and devotion to ensure that the
spiritual life of parishioners is nourished and remains vibrant through means which are prudently adapted to the current
circumstances. Our Diocesan website has a list of opportunities to view the celebration of the Holy Mass. Parish
websites will also provide other helpful suggestions for how to promote prayerfulness and spiritual communion.
Priests, together with the Catholic Faithful, are asked to make prudent decisions about Weddings and Funerals while
observing guidance to limit gatherings. Baptisms will only be celebrated in cases of emergency. The Anointing of the
Sick ought to be requested only in genuine need for the dying. Priests are to take the necessary precautions to protect
themselves and the Faithful when administering the Sacraments to the Sick (i.e. the use of isolation gowns, masks and
gloves, as well as following the guidelines of medical professionals). All Confirmations prior to Easter have been
postponed, along with penance services. Parish and social events, as well as ministry gatherings, are also suspended.
Parishioners, in the event of emergency situations, are invited to communicate with a Priest, Deacon or available staff
by phone, or by email.
As your Bishop, I am always edified and grateful for the generosity of the Faithful, particularly at difficult times. Of
course, you must consider your own circumstances and how the Coronavirus outbreak has impacted your family.
However, it is also necessary to provide for the ministry of the Church, as well as continue to serve the poor and the
vulnerable though Catholic Charites. The Catholic Faithful are humbly asked to continue their generous support for
our Parishes, Schools, Catholic Charities and the Diocese.
My dear Faithful, be confident that Christ is with us always and that the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph are
interceding for us. Take courage and trust in God during this time of many challenges.
Sincerely yours in Christ.
+ Frank J. Dewane
Bishop of the Diocese of
Venice in Florida

Bulle n Email: tmccoy@stmartha.org

Pastor Email: pastor@stmartha.org

Have you considered
a Charitable Gift Annuity?
In conjunction with the Catholic Community Foundation,
parishioners can name St. Martha as the beneficiary of a
Charitable Gift Annuity. A Charitable Gift Annuity is a
great way to support St. Martha, while at the same time,
generating a guaranteed life-long income for you, the donor.

HELP SAVE LIVES IN Sarasota!
You can protect mothers and children by joining this
worldwide mobilization to pray and fast for an end to
abortion! Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has inspired
1,000,000 volunteers! With God’s help, here are the
proven results in 25 coordinated campaigns:
16,742 babies saved from abortion
196 abortion workers converted
104 abortion centers closed

Please continue to take part in 40 Days for Life
with your prayers from home!
If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.
Alcoholics Anonymous
(941) 951-6810 — www.aasrq.org
Si tu quieres beber es problema tyo.
Pero si quieres dejar de beber el problema es nuestro.
Alcoholicos Anonimos
941-355-3399 — www.aasrq.org

A Charitable Gift Annuity is a contract between the donor
and the Catholic Community Foundation, whereby the
donor receives a partial tax deduction with fixed payments
for the rest of their life in exchange for a gift of cash or
securities. The money remaining in the account at the end
of their life is given to St. Martha.
The annuity contract uses rates based on age, life
expectancy and assumed investment returns, which are
intended to produce a final gift to St. Martha of 50% of the
original funding amount.
If you are interested in more information about a Charitable
Gift Annuity, please contact Teressa McCoy in the Parish
Office at 941-366-4210 or tmccoy@stmartha.org.
Thank you for your support of St. Martha Parish.
Our parishioners are our only source of funds and your
contributions keep the lights on, enable parish ministries,
and support our outreach to the poor.

For daily readings visit:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032020.cfm

Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic
Beginning FRIDAY, MARCH 20th until AFTER EASTER
THE FOLLOWING HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED…
All regular scheduled Masses
Religious Education and Youth activities
RCIA and Bible Study classes
Parish Ministry meetings and social events
Services at Nursing Homes, Sarasota County Jail, and Sarasota Memorial Hospital
Parish Office is open Monday through Friday from Noon to 4 p.m.
The only gate open is by Church parking lot
Please call the Parish Office at 941-366-4210 before visiting.
We are monitoring the situation and posting updates:
Website: www.stmartha.org
Facebook: St. Martha Roman Catholic Church
You Tube: St Martha Catholic Church Sarasota, FL

“There is an everyday heroism, made up of
gestures of sharing, big or small, which build up
an authentic culture of life… Part of this daily
heroism is also the silent but effective and
eloquent witness of all those ‘brave mothers
who devote themselves to their own family
without reserve, who suffer in giving birth to
their children and who are ready to make any effort, to face
any sacrifice, in order to pass on to them the best of
themselves’… We thank you, heroic mothers, for your
invincible love! We thank you for your intrepid trust in God
and in his love. We thank you for the sacrifice of your life”

We will all be spending more time at home and on the
internet during this epidemic. Criminals may see this as a
perfect time for email scams. Keep in mind these 7 ways to
help avoid being taken advantage of:
1. Legit companies don’t request your sensitive
information via email
2. Legit companies usually call you by your name
3. Legit companies have domain emails
4. Legit companies know how to spell
5. Legit companies don’t force you to their website
6. Legit companies don’t send unsolicited attachments
7. Legit company links match legitimate URLs
What to Do If You Receive a Phishing Attempt:
 Do not open it. In some cases, the act of opening the
phishing email may cause you to compromise the
security of your Personally Identifiable Information
 Delete it immediately to prevent yourself from
accidentally opening the message in the future.
 Do not download any attachments accompanying the
message. Attachments may contain malware such as
viruses, worms or spyware.
 Never click links that appear in the message. Links
embedded within phishing messages direct you to
fraudulent websites.
 Do not reply

SHOP & SUPPORT ST. MARTHA PARISH
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to
support St. Martha Parish every time you shop - at no cost
to you! When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you will find
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to
St. Martha Parish! Just follow this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/59-0737906

Prayer Against Coronavirus
Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine physician, we
ask you to guard and protect us from
Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious
illness. For all that have died from it, have
mercy; for those that are ill now, bring
healing. For those searching for a remedy,
enlighten them; for medical caregivers
helping the sick, strengthen and shield them.
For those working to contain the spread,
grant them success; for the afraid, grant
peace. May your precious blood be our
defense and salvation. By your grace, may
you turn the evil of disease into moments of
consolation and hope. May we always fear
the contagion of sin more than any illness.
We abandon ourselves to you infinite.
Amen

Sun., Mar. 22
7:30 a.m. [CF]
8:00 a.m. [VC]
9:00 a.m. [FS]
9:00 a.m. [JH]
10:30 a.m. [FS]
10:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [PW]
12:00 p.m. [JC]
5:30 p.m. [JR]
Mon., Mar. 23
7:30 a.m. [JH]
8:30 a.m. [JC]
12:00 p.m. [JR]
5:30 p.m. [PW]
Tues., Mar. 24
7:30 a.m. [JH]
8:30 a.m. [JC]
12:00 p.m. [PW]
5:30 p.m. [JC]
Wed., Mar. 25
7:30 a.m. [FS]
8:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [JR]
5:30 p.m. [PW]
Thurs., Mar. 26
7:30 a.m. [JR]
8:30 a.m. [FS]
12:00 p.m. [JH]
5:30 p.m. [JC]
Fri., Mar. 27
7:30 a.m. [JH]
8:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [JR]
5:30 p.m. [JC]
Sat., Mar. 28
7:30 a.m. [JH]
8:30 a.m. [CF]
4:00 p.m. [FS]
4:00 p.m. [PW]
5:30 p.m. [JR]
Sun., Mar. 29
7:30 a.m. [JH]
8:00 a.m. [VC]
9:00 a.m. [JR]
9:00 a.m. [PW]
10:30 a.m. [FS]
10:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [JC]
5:30 p.m. [FS]

Weekly Mass Intentions

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

1 Sm 16:1b, 6‐7, 10‐13a; Eph 5:8‐14; Jn 9:1‐41
Kim Reasoner by Sheila Heimbuch
(Span/Hall) (L) Helene Meyer‐McCarthy
Maria DeSanto by The Pallo ne Fathers
(Hall) Marianna & Biagio Scarongella by Marianna
All Parishioners
(Hall) Ron and Cath Parker
Chris ne Ladroga Hobbs by John Destefano
(Viet/Hall) Linh hon Phaolo by Trang
Sir Mark Rodi, KGCHS by John DeStefano
Is 65:17‐21; Jn 4:43‐54
Janet Darby by David and Marsha Russo
(L) Bill and Lu Ladroga by Arthur and Marcella Levin
(L) Diego Cueva by Maria Cueva
Dr. Selma Cou nho by Susie Runnells
Ez 47:1‐9, 12; Jn 5:1‐16
Jay Longacre by Paul and Marge
Deborah Shaver by Dave and Kate Shaver
Daniel Weir & James Raﬀani by Jim and Gladys
Phil Newcamp by David and Marsha Russo
Is 7:10‐14; 8:10; Heb 10:4‐10; Lk 1:26‐38
Ethel Marchand by Marge and Paul Lor e
David Kruse by Diane and Bob
Maria Desanto by The Pallo ne Fathers
Novena Mass for Life by DOV Respect Life

Altar Servers

Dn. Bob Gaitens

941-350-2634

Altar Society

Janet Cocco

941-366-4210

Arimathean Ministry

Geri Roberts

941-600-8479

Bethesda House

Colleen McMenamin

941-366-1886

Catholic Charities

Joan Pierse

Ex 32:7‐14; Jn 5:31‐47

(L) Vivian Blake by Joann
Marshall M. Conley by Hank Maier and Jack Slusser
Br. Bill Hudspeth by Piotr Banach and Family
Elizabeth Fe
Wis 2:1a, 12‐22; Jn 7:1‐2, 10, 25‐30
Walter Szczesny by The Family
Kevin Crowley
Rafael Francia & The Holy Souls by The Family
Angela M. DiGenio by Lynn Walters
Jer 11:18‐20; Jn 7:40‐53
Chris Radomsky by Tom Murphy
Franco Barbieri by The Caragiulo Family
Anita Corben by Friend
(Hall) All Those Aﬀected by the Coronavirus
Elaine Oliver by Robert Devarenne & Brian Oliver
Ez 37:12‐14; Rom 8:8‐11; Jn 11:1‐45
Frank Harrison by Sally Harrison
(Span/Hall) All Healthcare Providers
Rose Marie Ingrassia by John Destefano
(Hall) Salvatore Scarongella by Marianna Stragapede
All Parishioners
(Hall) Ted Cover
Maria Began by Mary Yaska
(Viet/Hall) Linh hon Dominico by Quy Ngo
Margaret A. Klingner by John DeStefano

Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Patrick (PW), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF),
Fr. John (JC), Fr. Victor (VC), Fr. Jerry (JH)

Archivist

941-366-4210

941-355-4680

Community Pregnancy Clinics

239-262-6381

Casa Santa Marta

Paula Jaramillo

941-366-4448

Choir/Cantor

Virginia Bray

941-366-4210

Council of Catholic Women

Marcia Stokes

334-648-4328

Development Committee

Stuart Love

941-780-7834

Eucharist Adoration

Vicki Hatch

734-646-6188

Finance Council

John Corey

coreyjjj5@gmail.com

Family Ministry

Gary Kerschner

941-961-8713

Herrig Caritas (9-11 a.m., M-F) Tony Cocco, Chair

941-366-5620

Hospitality Ministry

Beth Cannata

941-321-2953

Jail Ministry

Bob Hiniker

863-558-0407

Knights of Columbus

Tony Cocco

Lectors

Ryan Winkler

Legion of Mary

Diane Such

Parish Council

Beth Cannata

941-321-2953

Prayer Line

Diane Domagala

941-306-6503

941-504-6960
stmarthalectors@gmail.com
941-993-2354

R.C.I.A

Maggie Gallucci

R.C.I.A

Sue Thompson

941-355-5957

Respect Life Ministry

Joseph Gina

Rosary Makers

Don & Maxine Brand

941-755-9749

Solve Maternity Homes

Peggy Kerwin

941-748-0094

suehome2@verizon.net

St. M. Early Learning Center Jamie Van Dyke

941-702-1700

941-366-1395

Ushers

John Whitfield

941-400-1472

Witness to Love

Jim & Agnes Rutushni

941-960-5128

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Parish & Homebound

Pam Paulson

941-366-4210

Hospital

Calvin Kreider

941-928-6995

Nursing Home

Pam Paulson

941-366-4210

NEIGHBORHING DIOCESAN PARISHES
St. Jude

Sarasota

941-955-3934

Christ the King

Sarasota

941-924-2777

Incarnation

Sarasota

941-921-6631

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Sarasota

941-755-1826

St. Patrick

941-378-1703

Sarasota

St. Mary Star of the Sea

Longboat Key

941-383-1255

St. Thomas More

Sarasota

941-923-1691

St. Joseph

Bradenton

941-756-3732

St. Michael the Archangel

Siesta Key

941-349-4174

Our Lady of the Angels

Lakewood Ranch

941-752-6770

BISHOP NEVINS ACADEMY
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School
Principal: Mrs. Siobhan Young
St. Mary Academy
Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds

CARDINAL MOONEY HIGH SCHOOL
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

941-953-4181
941-366-4010

941-371-4917

