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Holy and Happy Easter to all of you, St. Martha
parishioners. We are still in the middle of our coronavirus
pandemic. How heartbreaking for us all, you dear
parishioners, and we your clerics, and church and school
staff to assist to this desolation of closed churches and
canceled services, especially during the Holy Week! Jesus is
testing now our loyalty to God, facing
heightened anxieties, fears and confinements at
home! But today, at Easter, we recall another
terrible disaster which happened to the first
disciples of Jesus.
When on that fateful Friday, a little, sad
funeral was hastily bringing Jesus’ lifeless
body to be buried in a brand new tomb donated
by a friend of the Master. Everything seemed
lost and pointless! The Romans, oppressors of
the Jewish nation, had crucified Jesus.
The Great Healer, who could raise the dead,
was Himself a pierced, lifeless, dead body! The
intoxication of the triumphant entrance into
Jerusalem had faded into an unbroken despair!
All the dreams of a glorious restoration of a
Jewish Kingdom were now seen just as a bad
joke: “We were hoping that he would be the
one to redeem Israel” (Luke 24:21). All the talk of being the
Son of God and rising from the dead (Mark 9:9-10) were
now seen as the manic expressions of a kind, charismatic
and gentle, but self-deluded, mentally deranged crazy man.
Nobody on that early Sunday morning took Jesus’
Resurrection seriously! The disciples, at least those who
didn’t run away from Jerusalem, were locked in their upper
room, waiting for the fateful knock on the door by the
Temple guards, and waiting to be arrested, or worse, for
following Jesus. The women were just wondering who was
going to roll the tombstone. If they had believed in Jesus’
Resurrection, they would not have gone to the tomb in the
first place! Of all the people standing at the foot of the cross,
only one did not go to the tomb: Mary, the Mother of Jesus!
Mary from Magdala was the leader of the women who
went to cry over Jesus’ body. But when the women went to
the tomb, they found an empty tomb. Mary of Magdala ran
up to the cenacle, the upper room of the Last Supper, and
told Simon Peter: “They have taken the Lord from the tomb
and we don’t know where they have put him.” Meanwhile,
the other women were objects of an angelic vision which
stunned them into speechless silence. Peter, John and
Magdalene went to the tomb, and young John was puzzled,
not only by the fact of the empty tomb itself, but by the fact
that the burial shroud was there but rolled up on one side,
and the Sudarium (face cloth) rolled up in another place.
Right then, John realized that the body was not stolen, but
that the Lord had risen. Then, leaving Magdalene kneeling
down in tears facing the black opening of the empty tomb,
Peter and John left. They went back to the cenacle where the
news of the empty tomb had brought so much sadness,
because the other disciples realized that Jesus’ enemies did
not even want to let his body rest in peace.
Then Jesus, alive and well, appeared to Mary Magdalene!
And the few passersby of the still deserted streets of
Jerusalem saw a young woman running and screaming like
crazy: “He’s alive, He’s risen!” And she pounded on the
locked door of the cenacle. When Jesus’ half-distraught
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disciples opened the door and listened to Mary’s screams,
they thought that she had gone mad with pain at Jesus’
tragic death, and at the ultimate insult to His memory by His
tomb’s profanation, and by stealing His martyred body.
And then…”Shalom” (Peace to You)… they turned and
just there inside the locked door, unmistakably alive and
well, smiling, and radiant, was Jesus…He did rise as He had
promised!
Today, we, Jesus’ followers, share the
inexpressible joy of the early disciples in
recognizing the incredible, impossible, mindboggling reality of Jesus’ Resurrection, which
makes us certain of our own resurrection and
eternal life in Paradise, forever and ever!
So, my dear friends, let us follow Jesus in
accepting to carry our crosses, in facing our
sufferings and death, in looking at our tomb as
a door to heaven, all knowing well that we will
have a second, glorious, endless life with our
Savior Jesus. And not only we Christians, but
also all, who have followed in life the image of
God embedded in every human being, will be
saved.
And, above all our lives’ tragedy, in this
pandemic let us make our own in our broken
hearts and in fears of the future, the consoling biblical
messages by God: “How can I abandon you? My heart will
not let me do it, my love for you is too strong.” (Ho 11:8)
“Listen to my cry for I am in the depths of distress.” (Ps
14:1) “In the shadow of your wings I take refuge till the
storms of destruction pass by.” (Ps 57:1) So even with teary
eyes, we know that all storms will pass and Jesus will see all
of us through safety and joy.
Next Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday. Pope John Paul
II canonized Sister Faustina Kowalska in April 2000, and
May 23, 2000 the name Divine Mercy Sunday was
announced to all Catholics worldwide
Between the years 1930 and 1938, Jesus appeared to St.
Faustina and promised to be especially merciful to those
who ask for forgiveness and take part in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and Holy Communion. She was a Sister of
Mercy and started the devotion for the Divine Mercy. The
Divine Mercy Sunday celebration at St. Martha will begin at
2:30 p.m. with Confession, then the Divine Mercy Chaplet
will be said, followed by Mass and veneration of the image.
Please join us to receive the graces promised by Jesus on
this special day.
This Mercy Sunday is special because we are in the midst
of a pandemic! Follow our service next Sunday at 2 p.m.
United in prayer, united with Jesus, now and forever!
The Catholic League is the nation’s largest Catholic
civil rights organization. It defends individual Catholics
and the institutional Church against defamation and
discrimination. If you are interested in subscribing to the
Journal of the Catholic League for Religious and Civil
Rights, you can order from: Catholic League, 450 Seventh
Avenue, 34th Floor, New York, NY 10123.
Smile, God loves you and so does Fr. Fausto
with your St. Martha clergy:
Fathers Patrick, Jan, Chris, John, & Jerry
Deacons Bill, Patrick & Robert
Brothers Lawrence & William and Sister Cathy

Parish Office Information
Telephone - 941-366-4210
Fax - 941-954-8434
Website - www.stmartha.org
YouTube - St. Martha Catholic Church Sarasota, FL
Facebook - St. Martha Roman Catholic Church
Hours - Monday thru Friday from Noon to 4 p.m.

STAY CONNECTED!
Celebrate Mass and stay connected
with your St. Martha parish and priests!
Website
www.stmartha.org

Clergy
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia S.A.C., Pastor
Rev. R. Patrick Wilson, S.A.C.
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof “Chris” Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. John Cao, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Rev. George “Jerry” Hogan, Circus Chaplain
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C.
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.

Facebook
St. Martha Roman Catholic Church
(English)
Giaodoan Lavang
(Vietnamese)
You Tube
St Martha Catholic Church Sarasota, FL
(English)
GIÁO ĐOÀN LA VANG SARASOTA, FL
(Vietnamese)

Parish Staff
Sara Brinn, Office Manager/Parish Secretary
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Gina Snode, Business Manager/Bookkeeper
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education
Teressa McCoy, Administrative Assistant
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Tom Patt, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032020.cfm

We will all be spending more time at home and on the
internet during this epidemic. Criminals may see this as a
perfect time for email scams. Keep in mind these 7 ways to
help avoid being taken advantage of:
1. Legit companies don’t request your sensitive
information via email
2. Legit companies usually call you by your name
3. Legit companies have domain emails
4. Legit companies know how to spell
5. Legit companies don’t force you to their website
6. Legit companies don’t send unsolicited attachments
7. Legit company links match legitimate URLs
What to Do If You Receive a Phishing Attempt:
 Do not open it. In some cases, the act of opening the
phishing email may cause you to compromise the
security of your Personally Identifiable Information
 Delete it immediately to prevent yourself from
accidentally opening the message in the future.
 Do not download any attachments accompanying the
message. Attachments may contain malware such as
viruses, worms or spyware.
 Never click links that appear in the message. Links
embedded within phishing messages direct you to
fraudulent websites.
 Do not reply

Sunday Offertory as of 7-1-2019 thru 2-29-2020

2020 Catholic Faith Appeal as of 3-26-2020

ABORTION RECOVERY
Do you often think about an abortion you had years ago?
There is someone there to listen.
Call Sylvia at 941-412-5860 (English or Español)
or e-mail project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org.
All calls are confidential.

For daily readings visit:

Sunday Offertory & Unrestricted Donations

$1,125,603.90

Goal

Operating Expenses

$1,202,620.19

Contributions

Operating Shortfall

-$77,016.29

Needed to Reach Goal

$379,000.00
-$117,957.31
$261,042.69

BulleƟn Email: tmccoy@stmartha.org

Pastor Email: pastor@stmartha.org

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

QUESTIONS FROM THE KIDS
AT SCHOOL TO FR. FAUSTO!

My Jesus,
I believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.
Alcoholics Anonymous
(941) 951-6810 — www.aasrq.org
Si tu quieres beber es problema tyo.
Pero si quieres dejar de beber el problema es nuestro.
Alcoholicos Anonimos
941-355-3399 — www.aasrq.org

(SOME DEEP THEOLOGICAL THOUGHTS!)
 Why do all of the gospels have different accounts if they
all experienced the same thing?
 Do you wish you could be married and have children?
 Has God ever made a mistake?
 Would you ever want to go to space?
 What was Satan before he became the devil?
 Have you ever been to New York?
 Who was Jesus’ great-grandma and great-grandpa?
 Would you go back to Jesus’ time?
 Where was Mary born?
 Did God have children?
 When you were in Rome, did you visit the Pope often?
 Why do Jewish people believe that the Messiah hasn’t
come yet?
 If Adam and Eve never ate the apple, what would life be
life today?
 If we die on earth, where is the place we get judged?

We are committed to continuing the good work of St. Martha
during this time of crisis. Our Parish is dependent upon
your weekly financial gifts to carry on its mission of
brining the word of God to our community.
Please consider using our online giving at
stmartha.weshareonline.org
or mailing your offertory donations to
200 N. Orange Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your continued support of St. Martha Parish!

Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic
THE FOLLOWING HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED…
All regular scheduled Masses
Religious Education and Youth activities
RCIA and Bible Study classes
Parish Ministry meetings and social events
Services at Nursing Homes, Sarasota County Jail, and
Sarasota Memorial Hospital
Parish Office is open
Monday through Friday from Noon to 4 p.m.
The only gate open is by Church parking lot
Please call the Parish Office at
941-366-4210 before visiting.
We are monitoring the situation and posting updates:
Website: www.stmartha.org
Facebook: St. Martha Roman Catholic Church
You Tube: St Martha Catholic Church Sarasota, FL

Those who die in God’s grace and friendship
live forever with Christ. Heaven is not an
abstract idea, but a true and lasting relationship
with God that is beyond all earthly description
and understanding. We look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and everlasting life by
preparing now, in hope, for our passage from
this life into eternal life.

St. Martha Legacy Society
The St. Martha Legacy Society which has been
established to ensure the future support of the
parish and our many ministries and to recognize
and thank our generous legacy donors.
There are many ways to leave a legacy gift. St. Martha can
be named as a beneficiary in your will, trust, life insurance
policy, retirement account; or St. Martha can be named as a
recipient of any financial or brokerage account with a POD
designation. Endowments, charitable gift annuities, charitable
lead trusts, and charitable remainder trusts are additional
legacy options that can established for the benefit our parish.
We will be pleased to answer your questions or direct you to
an expert that can advise you for your specific situation.
It doesn’t take millions of dollars to leave a legacy gift and
no gift is too small. Any contribution you make, combined
with those of other parishioners, becomes a substantial
amount. As our parishioners are the only source of funds to
operate our parish and its ministries, legacy gifts are very
critical to the future of St. Martha.
Parishioners that plan to leave a legacy gift will be inducted
into the Legacy Society at Mass and your name will be
engraved on the legacy tree. Legacy Society members will
be invited to attend the appreciation event to be held every
year in December. And upon joining our heavenly Father,
legacy members will be remembered each and every year at
a special Mass.
If you plan to remember St. Martha with a legacy gift, or
have any questions about the Legacy Society, please contact
Teressa McCoy in the Parish Office at 941-366-4210 or
legacy@stmartha.org.

ST. MARTHA SCHOOL BIG CASH RAFFLE
Please be advised that the annual Big Cash Raffle has been
postponed until April 27th. In the event that we are not
back in our school by that time, we will hold a virtual raffle
that will be live streamed on our website, stmarthaschool.net
At this time we are asking that you keep your raffle tickets at
home, if you have not turned them in. We will ask you to
return the tickets to our school when our school office
personnel return. Information on how and when to begin
sending raffle tickets to the school will be released next week.
We appreciate your patience at this time
and your continued support for our school!

Prayer Against Coronavirus
Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine physician, we
ask you to guard and protect us from
Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious
illness. For all that have died from it, have
mercy; for those that are ill now, bring
healing. For those searching for a remedy,
enlighten them; for medical caregivers
helping the sick, strengthen and shield them.
For those working to contain the spread,
grant them success; for the afraid, grant
peace. May your precious blood be our
defense and salvation. By your grace, may
you turn the evil of disease into moments of
consolation and hope. May we always fear
the contagion of sin more than any illness.
We abandon ourselves to you infinite.
Amen

Weekly Mass Intentions

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9

Altar Servers

Dn. Bob Gaitens

941-350-2634

9 a.m.

Easter Mass (Vietnamese)

Altar Society

Janet Cocco

941-366-4210

10:30 a.m.

Easter Mass

Arimathean Ministry

Geri Roberts

941-600-8479

Mon., April 13 Acts 2:14, 22-33; Mt 28:8-15

Bethesda House

Colleen McMenamin

941-366-1886

7:30 a.m.

Loretta Hill by David Hill

Catholic Charities

Joan Pierse

8:30 a.m.

Maria DeSanto by The Pallottine Fathers

Community Pregnancy Clinics

239-262-6381

12:00 p.m.

Manuel De Jesus Roman by Family

Casa Santa Marta

Paula Jaramillo

941-366-4448

5:30 p.m.

Choir/Cantor

Virginia Bray

941-366-4210

The Vincent-LoCicero Family by Helene Halpern

Council of Catholic Women

Marcia Stokes

334-648-4328

Tues., April 14 Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18

Development Committee

Stuart Love

941-780-7834

7:30 a.m.

Eucharist Adoration

Vicki Hatch

734-646-6188

Finance Council

John Corey

coreyjjj5@gmail.com

Family Ministry

Gary Kerschner

Sun., April 12

Public health officials and all civic leaders

8:30 a.m.

Erich Kolar by Christina Kolar

12:00 p.m.

(L) Louise & (L) Joanie by Friend

5:30 p.m.

Patrick Glynn by Kathy & George Phillips

Archivist

941-366-4210

941-355-4680

941-961-8713

Herrig Caritas (9-11 a.m., M-F) Tony Cocco, Chair

941-366-5620

Hospitality Ministry

Beth Cannata

941-321-2953

Wed., April 15 Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35

Jail Ministry

Bob Hiniker

863-558-0407

7:30 a.m.

Those who have been lost due to this virus

Knights of Columbus

Tony Cocco

8:30 a.m.

(L) Fr. Jan Rykala by Piotr Banach & Family

Lectors

Ryan Winkler

Legion of Mary

Diane Such

12:00 p.m.

William L’Heureux by Family

Parish Council

Beth Cannata

941-321-2953

5:30 p.m.

Healing of those afflicted with the virus

Prayer Line

Diane Domagala

941-306-6503

Thurs., April 16 Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48

941-504-6960
stmarthalectors@gmail.com

R.C.I.A

Maggie Gallucci

R.C.I.A

Sue Thompson

Respect Life Ministry

Joseph Gina

941-993-2354

941-355-5957
suehome2@verizon.net

7:30 a.m.

Maria DeSanto by The Pallottine Fathers

8:30 a.m.

(L) Antonio & (L) Marcella Montecillo by Mother

Rosary Makers

Don & Maxine Brand

941-755-9749

12:00 p.m.

(L) Matthew Galos by G & G Lupina

Solve Maternity Homes

Peggy Kerwin

941-748-0094

5:30 p.m.

Gene McLoone by Ellen Roderick

St. M. Early Learning Center Jamie Van Dyke

Fri., April 17

Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14

7:30 a.m.

Doctors, nurses, and all caregivers

8:30 a.m.

Richard & Joan Hemenway by Suzanne Hemenway

12:00 p.m.

Maria Cueva by The Family

5:30 p.m.

Public health officials and all civic leaders

Sat., April 18
7:30 a.m.

Acts 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15

8:30 a.m.

Healing of those afflicted with the virus

12:00 p.m.

Those who have been lost due to this virus

941-702-1700

941-366-1395

Ushers

John Whitfield

941-400-1472

Witness to Love

Jim & Agnes Rutushni

941-960-5128

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Parish & Homebound

Pam Paulson

941-366-4210

Hospital

Calvin Kreider

941-928-6995

Nursing Home

Pam Paulson

941-366-4210

NEIGHBORHING DIOCESAN PARISHES
St. Jude

Sarasota

941-955-3934

Christ the King

Sarasota

941-924-2777

Mary Nashwinter by Mindy Haynes

Incarnation

Sarasota

941-921-6631

Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by Boryszewski Family

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Sarasota

941-755-1826

Sun., April 19

Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9

St. Patrick

941-378-1703

7:30 a.m.

Maria DeSanto by The Pallottine Fathers

8 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

Sarasota

St. Mary Star of the Sea

Longboat Key

941-383-1255

St. Thomas More

Sarasota

941-923-1691

(Span/Hall) Doctors, nurses, and all caregivers

St. Joseph

Bradenton

941-756-3732

9 a.m.

Christine Ladroga-Hobbs by John DeStefano

St. Michael the Archangel

Siesta Key

941-349-4174

9 a.m.

(Hall) Famiglia Stragapede by Marianna Stragapede

Our Lady of the Angels

Lakewood Ranch

941-752-6770

10:30 a.m.

For All Parishioners

BISHOP NEVINS ACADEMY

12 p.m.

(L) Peggy Henderson & Family by Peggy

12 p.m.

(Viet/Hall) Lh Hilario Nguyen Phong by Tam Nguyen

5:30 p.m.

Lvg & Decd Mbrs of Burch Family by Joe & Betty

4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School
Principal: Mrs. Siobhan Young
St. Mary Academy
Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds

Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Patrick (PW), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF),
Fr. John (JC), Fr. Victor (VC), Fr. Jerry (JH)

CARDINAL MOONEY HIGH SCHOOL
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

941-953-4181
941-366-4010

941-371-4917

