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Mass Schedule   
Saturday  

7:30 a.m. & 8:30a.m. - Church 
4 p.m. Vigil - Church & Parish Hall 

5:30 p.m. Vigil - Parish Hall  
Sunday 

7:30 a.m. - Parish Hall 
9 a.m. - Church (Family) & Parish Hall 

10:30 a.m. - Church & Parish Hall 
12 p.m. English - Church 

12 p.m. Vietnamese - Parish Hall  
5:30 p.m. - Parish Hall  

Weekday 
7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 12 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. - Church 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Carosella Chapel (Reservation Required) 
Tuesday thru Thursday 10 a.m. - Noon   

Confessions 
Confessional window in Courtyard 

Saturday 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. & 3 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday thru Friday 11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.  

Holy Communion  
Confessional window in Courtyard 

Saturday 4 - 4:30 p.m. & 5:30 - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 9 - 9:30 a.m., 10:30 - 11 a.m.,  

12 - 12:30 p.m., and 5:30 - 6 p.m.  
Baptism Class - 2nd Monday of each month from  

7 - 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall. No need to RSVP 



The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is dispensed until into the New Year (date to be given at a later time). 

N  29, 2020  F  S   A  P  W  III 

times cannot obscure the other meaning of Advent; our 
spiritual preparation for the second coming of Jesus, when 
all nations on earth will see the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds, to judge the living and the dead. The Advent wreath, 
which we light every Sunday of Advent, makes us aware 
that Jesus’ light is coming to the world, growing stronger by 
the passing of time: one day this light will bathe the earth 
with the glorious information to mankind of the second 
coming. By the way, our information age is making us 

instantly aware of all the happenings around the world; 
we have truly become a global village. It is 

apparent to all of us that crime and evil make 
news, and, when we live in an age where 
news is reported instantly and extensively, 
our perception of the magnitude of evil is 

multiplied as is our disgust, anxieties, and 
powerlessness. No wonder that many minds 

get disturbed and wonder and agonize about Jesus’ 
prophesy and power, without realizing that He told us that 
He will be with us always: “Yes, until the end of the 
world!” Jesus said! Let us raise up our teary and tired eyes; 
in a short while our reward will come upon us! On that day, 
Jesus will come again to judge the living and the dead, and 
to make a new world, destroying the old structures of evil 
and injustice! I pray that all of us will meditate often on the 
words of Jesus: “Stay awake! You do not know when the 
appointed time will come! … What I say to you, I say to all: 
be on guard!” (Mk 13:33 & 37). Your spiritual energy in 
prayer, and in converting from sin to Jesus all the sinners, 
especially those whom we know well, is needed.   

Next Sunday is Caritas Sunday, when the members of 
Caritas (all volunteers) seek your donations at the doors of 
the Church. Please help them with your contributions so they 
can continue to assist persons and or families in need in our 
area. This past month you donated $1,816.32 at our church 
doors. We sincerely thank you for your contributions! 

 Tuesday, December 1, is World AIDS Day. This is a 
day set aside nationally to help us remember the hundreds of 
thousands of people infected with HIV/AIDS. Today we are 
remembering all of those people in a special way in the 
prayers in each of our Masses. We pray also for God’s help 
in eradicating this disease from the face of the earth. Keep 
also, in your generous hearts our people with AIDS/HIV 
who are assisted by us at Bethesda House on 4th Street. 
Let’s be merciful and not judgmental, as Jesus came not to 
condemn, but to save! 

More from Pope Francis’ encyclical, “Fratelli Tutti”: 
The theme of the fifth chapter is “A better kind of politics”, 
which represents one of the most valuable forms of charity 
because it is placed at the service of the common good (180) 
and recognizes the importance of people, understood as an 
open category, available for discussion and dialogue (160). 
In a certain sense, this is the populism indicated by Francis, 
which counters that “populism” which ignores the legitimacy 
of the notion of “people”, by attracting consensuses in order 
to exploit them for its own service and fomenting selfishness 
in order to increase its own popularity (159). But a better 
politics is also one that protects work, an “essential dimension 

From Our Pastor, Fr. Fausto … 
With The first Sunday of Advent (coming of Jesus) the 

new liturgical year begins. The Holy readings of the 
Sunday Mass will follow the Year B, and for the weekday 
Masses will follow the Cycle I. 

Today’s Gospel brings again our attention to our own 
death more than to Jesus’ second coming. We know that 
death can come at any moment and the good Lord, as a 
Jewish man, did not know Himself when His second coming 
and the collective judgment of all human beings, living 
and dead, would come; therefore He desired to 
make us aware about the unpredictability of 
death. How strange it is that the most 
certain fact of life, which is the end of  our 
lives (death), is also the most uncertain 
happening for us. We do not know exactly 
how, where or when we will die. Only those 
condemned to a capital execution know their date 
of death. In fatal illnesses the doctors can give an 
approximate date, but no certain, exact hour of death comes. 
Even so, we are so afraid of death and the consequent, 
horrible decay of our flesh, that we sometimes even refuse to 
talk about death.  

But if I ask, during my sermon, “Do you want to go to 
Paradise? Do you want to die now and go to Paradise?” The 
answers have always been “yes” to paradise and “no” to die 
now; naturally it is illogical, but understandable; we do hate 
sudden happenings in our daily activities. As fallible human 
beings, we must plan our future moves and to die now, 
without preparation for death, is understandably upsetting 
for all of us. The Good Lord knows this human trait well, of 
course, and that is why we read in the Bible the command 
given to King Hezekiah, by God, through the Prophet Isaiah: 
“Put your house in order, for you are about to die; you will 
not recover” (2 Kgs 20:1). 

But with or without preparation, we will die; we cannot 
say to death: “Wait a minute…” 

For this reason, Jesus reminds us to be watchful. Never 
ever live with a mortal sin on your soul! Once we realize 
that we have fallen into a mortal sin, let’s tell Jesus how 
sorry we are for having offended God and let us go to a 
priest for confession and hear with our own ears the 
consoling words: “You are all forgiven, go in peace!” In this 
way, we’re ready with the light of faith shining bright in our 
hearts when the bridegroom arrives to open the doors of 
Paradise for us (Mt 25: 1-13). Alleluia! 

We are still in the 2nd (or is it the 3rd?) wave of the 
epidemic and, blessedly we are seeing some light at the end 
of the tunnel, with two vaccines already on the ay to be 
approved for distribution! What a miracle to have a vaccine 
ready in only six months: only in America! Let’s keep our 
guard up until the vaccines have done their job! 

Even though Advent is just starting, and the pandemic 
is still ferocious, we see the Christmas decorations and 
we hear the Christmas music already… The problem is 
that now the season of Advent has lost its character of re-
living the anxious waiting for the Messiah by the prophets of 
old. But this commercial and festive development of our 
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Don’t forget your mask! 

If you want to drink, that’s your business.  
If you want to stop, that’s ours. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
(941) 951-6810 — www.aasrq.org 

 
Si tu quieres beber es problema tyo. 

Pero si quieres dejar de beber el problema es nuestro. 
Alcoholicos Anonimos 

941-355-3399  — www.aasrq.org 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive  
You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Do You Need Help? 
Catholic Charities is available if you need assistance for food, 
financial assistance or tele-mental health counseling. Please 
call the number for your area listed below between the hours 
of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday to Friday: 
 

Sarasota/Manatee/DeSoto/Hardee/Highlands counties 
844-385-2407 

 
Charlotte/Lee/Hendry/Glades counties 

844-385-2423 
 

Collier County 
844-385-2404 

Knights of Columbus 
Our Lady of Victory Council #3358 

 
Attention all practicing Catholic men over the 

age of 18- are you interested in joining the 
Knights of Columbus? We invite you to an 

online 30-minute ceremonial exemplification.  
If interested contact Anthony Cocco, Grand Knight  

at 941-504-6960 or anthonycocco@aol.com.  

of social life”, and seeks to ensure everyone the opportunity 
to develop their own abilities (162). The best help to a 
poor person, the Pontiff explains, is not just money, which 
is a provisional remedy, but rather allowing him or her 
to have a dignified life through work. The true anti-poverty 
strategy does not simply aim to contain or render indigents 
inoffensive, but to promote them in the perspective of solidarity 
and subsidiarity (187). The task of politics, moreover, is to 
find a solution to all that attacks fundamental human rights, 
such as social exclusion; the marketing of organs, tissues, 
weapons and drugs; sexual exploitation; slave labour; terrorism 
and organized crime. The Pope makes an emphatic appeal to 
definitively eliminate human trafficking, a “source of shame 
for humanity”, and hunger, which is “criminal” because food 
is “an inalienable right” (188-189).   

The priests are having their Convocation Day on 
Wednesday, Dec. 2nd at the Cathedral. On this day, there 
will be no confession at 11:30 a.m. and the Noon Mass will 
be a Communion Service. Please pray for our priests who 
will convene for a general assembly of prayer and study and 
planning under the hands of our Bishop Frank J. Dewane.  

As no one is coming to receive Holy Communion through 
the Confessional window on Sunday mornings at 7:30 a.m., it 
will no long be distributed at this time. Holy Communion will 
continue to be distributed Saturdays 4-4:30 p.m. and 5:30-6 p.m. 
and Sundays 9-9:30 a.m., 10:30-11 a.m., 12-12:30 p.m., and 
5:30 - 6 p.m. 
 

Smile, God loves you and so does Fr. Fausto  
with your St. Martha clergy:  

Fathers Patrick, Jan, Chris, John, & Jerry 
Deacons Bill, Patrick,  Robert, Vern and Kevin  
Sister Cathy and Brothers Lawrence & William  

SOLVE NEWS  
Unfortunately this year, due to concerns about COVID-19, 

SOLVE will not be able to sell poinsettias here at St. Martha. 
This is an important fundraiser for them, so if you would like 

to donate to their growing ministry, please send a check to  
Solve Maternity Homes 

1335 Manatee Ave., Bradenton, Fl 34205  
They have exciting news about the opening of a new SOLVE 
home in Sarasota which you can view at www.facebook.com/
Solvematernityhomes. This is a 4000 square foot home that is 

being renovated to accommodate 6 moms-to-be. They are 
beginning a special appeal to raise funds for this project. 

    
 Church of the Incarnation at 2929 Bee Ridge Rd. will 

be selling SOLVE poinsettias on Dec. 6, 2020  

My Choice Pregnancy Center  
needs your support!  

Supporting those who need our help is 
easier than you think! 

 
We are desperate for a bilingual (Spanish/English) 

volunteer counselor for pregnant and parenting women  
for up to 10 - 12 hours per week (training available). 

                                                 
To learn more and to get involved please  

call 941-351-3007 or visit our website 
www.mychoicepregnancycenter.com 
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Have you considered a  

Charitable Gift Annuity? 
 

In conjunction with the Catholic Community Foundation, 
parishioners can name St. Martha as the beneficiary of a 
Charitable Gift Annuity. A Charitable Gift Annuity is a great 
way to support St. Martha, while at the same time, generating 
a guaranteed life-long income for you, the donor.  
 
A Charitable Gift Annuity is a contract between the donor 
and the Catholic Community Foundation, whereby the donor 
receives a partial tax deduction with fixed payments for the 
rest of their life in exchange for a gift of cash or securities.  
The money remaining in the account at the end of their life 
is given to St. Martha. 
 
The annuity contract uses rates based on age, life expectancy 
and assumed investment returns, which are intended to produce 
a final gift to St. Martha of 50% of the original funding amount.   
 
If you are interested in more information about a Charitable 
Gift Annuity, please contact Teressa McCoy in the Parish 
Office at 941-366-4210 or tmccoy@stmartha.org. 
 
 

Thank you for your support of St. Martha Parish.  
Our parishioners are our only source of funds and your 

contributions keep the lights on, enable parish ministries, 
and support our outreach to the poor. 

SHOP & SUPPORT ST. MARTHA PARISH 
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 
support St. Martha Parish every time you shop - at no cost 
to you! When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you will find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus 
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to 
St. Martha Parish! Just follow this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/59-0737906 

BE AWARE OF EMAIL SCAMS! 
 

As we are spending more time at home and on the internet 
during this epidemic, criminals see this as a perfect time for 
email scams. Keep in mind these 7 ways to help avoid being 

taken advantage of:  
1. Legit companies usually call you by your name 
2. Legit companies have domain emails 
3. Legit companies know how to spell 
4. Legit companies don’t force you to their website 
5. Legit companies don’t send unsolicited attachments 
6. Legit company links match legitimate URLs 
7. Legit companies don’t request your sensitive 

information via email 
 
What to Do If You Receive a Phishing Attempt: 
 
Do not open it. In some cases, the act of opening the 

phishing email may cause you to compromise the 
security of your Personally Identifiable Information 

Delete it immediately to prevent yourself from 
accidentally opening the message in the future. 

Do not download any attachments accompanying the 
message. Attachments may contain malware such as 
viruses, worms or spyware. 

Never click links that appear in the message. Links 
embedded within phishing messages direct you to 
fraudulent websites. 

Do not reply 
 

CLERGY OR OFFICE STAFF WILL NEVER EMAIL  
YOU REQUESTING MONEY OR A GIFT CARD 

Our Mother’s House of Catholic Charities is looking  
for people who want to make Christmas special  

for single mothers and their babies  
by providing gifts from their wish list.  

 
If you are interested in adopting a family for Christmas 

or want to donate a gift, please contact Rita Millner,  
at 941-485-6264, or rita.millner@catholiccharitiesdov.org.  
 
All wrapped gifts must be delivered before December 9. 
Our Mother’s House is committed to helping homeless 

mothers and their children achieve self-sufficiency.  

Cities for Life,  
Cities Against the Death Penalty   

Cities around the world will observe a time 
of prayer for an end to the use of the death 

penalty on Monday, November 30. Learn more about the 
Church's teaching on this issue by reviewing the resources at 
https://dioceseofvenice.org/offices/offices-departments/
respect-life/death-penalty/.  

For questions, contact Jeanne Berdeaux at 
Berdeaux@dioceseofvenice.org or 941-374-1068. 
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Theology on Tap Sarasota - Thursday, December 17 at 7 p.m. 
at the Mandeville Beer Garden in Sarasota, 428 N. Lemon Ave, 
Sarasota. Join us outside in the garden for free refreshments 
and food, presentations, and discussions about the faith. Please 
contact Joshua Mazrin at evangelization@dioceseofvenice.org 
with any questions. 
 
Grow in Holiness? - The Office of Evangelization is hosting 
an 8-week online discussion about Catholic Mysticism for 
everyday Catholics. Do you want to know how you can 
grow in holiness in a way that can be seen? This is exactly 
right for you. Each session will involve a live streamed 
video series and a live group discussion. The series will air 
at 10 a.m., Tuesdays through December 8. The videos will 
remain available any time you would like to view them. 
Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/prayer to register and for 
more information about how to participate.  

Caritas Food Pantry 
First Baptist Church 

1661 Main St, Sarasota, FL 34236  
(Food pantry located on Adelia Ave)  

Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m. - Noon  
If your family is in need of food due to Covid-19, please 
visit the Caritas Food Pantry. The food pantry window is 
located on Adelia Ave. The volunteers will distribute the 

packages of non-perishable food items through the window.  

  

Sunday Offertory as of 7-1-2020 thru 9-30-2020  

 
Sunday Offertory & Unrestricted Donations $343,711.48 Goal $379,000.00 

Operating Expenses  $421,820.29 Contributions -$256,453.83  

Operating Shortfall -$78,108.81 Needed to Reach Goal $122,546.17 

2020 Catholic Faith Appeal as of 11-12-2020 

ng received the gift of the Gospel of Life, we 
he people of life and a people for life. It is our 

ty to proclaim the Gospel of Life to the world. To 
oclaim Jesus is to proclaim life itself. Gratitude 

the incomparable dignity of the human 
person impel us to bring the Gospel of life to the hearts of all 
people and make it penetrate every part of society. 

ABORTION RECOVERY 
 

Do you often think about an abortion you had years ago? 
There is someone there to listen.  

Call Sylvia at 941-412-5860 (English or Español)  
or e-mail project.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org.  

 
All calls are confidential.  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

Our Carosella Chapel is now open for 
Eucharistic Adoration Tuesday through 

Thursday from 10 a.m. to Noon. Due to social 
distancing, four people will be allowed in the 

Chapel at a time and masks must be worn. 
Times will be in 1/2 hour increments, and you 
must call the Parish Office to reserve a time.  

 
(You are welcome to stay longer or walk-in if spots are available.) 

For daily readings visit: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032020.cfm 
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
Altar Servers Dn. Bob Gaitens 941-350-2634 

Altar Society  Janet Cocco 941-366-4210 

Archivist Ann Crowley 941-366-4210 

Arimathean Ministry  Geri Roberts 941-600-8479 

Bethesda House Colleen McMenamin 941-366-1886 

Catholic Charities  Joan Pierse 941-355-4680 

Community Pregnancy Clinics  239-262-6381 

Casa Santa Marta Paula Jaramillo 941-366-4448 

Choir/Cantor Virginia Bray 941-366-4210 

Council of Catholic Women     Marcia Stokes 334-648-4328 

Development Committee Parish Office 941-366-4210 

Eucharist Adoration Vicki Hatch 734-646-6188 

Finance Council John Corey                coreyjjj5@gmail.com  

Family Ministry Gary Kerschner 941-961-8713 

Herrig Caritas (9-11 a.m., M-F)   Tony Cocco, Chair 941-366-5620 

Hospitality Ministry Beth Cannata 941-321-2953 

Jail Ministry Bob Hiniker 863-558-0407 

Knights of Columbus  Tony Cocco 941-504-6960 

Lectors                                                Ryan Winkler     stmarthalectors@gmail.com 

Legion of Mary Sharon Foster 941-713-3447 

Parish Council  Beth Cannata 941-321-2953 

Prayer Line Diane Domagala 941-306-6503 

R.C.I.A Maggie Gallucci 941-355-5957 

R.C.I.A Sue Thompson       suehome2@verizon.net 

Respect Life Ministry Joseph Gina 941-702-1700  

Rosary Makers Don & Maxine Brand 941-755-9749 

Solve Maternity Homes Peggy Kerwin 941-748-0094 

St. M. Early Learning Center    Jamie Van Dyke 941-366-1395 

Ushers John Whitfield 941-400-1472 

Witness to Love Jim & Agnes Rutushni 941-960-5128 

 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Parish, Nursing Home,  
and Homebound 

Hospital Calvin Kreider  941-928-6995 

Dn. Kevin Monahan  dckevin@stmartha.org   

NEIGHBORHING DIOCESAN PARISHES 
St. Jude Sarasota 941-955-3934 

Christ the King Sarasota 941-924-2777 

Incarnation Sarasota 941-921-6631 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Sarasota 941-755-1826 

St. Patrick Sarasota 941-378-1703 

St. Mary Star of the Sea Longboat Key 941-383-1255 

St. Thomas More Sarasota 941-923-1691 

St. Joseph Bradenton 941-756-3732 

St. Michael the Archangel Siesta Key 941-349-4174 

Our Lady of the Angels Lakewood Ranch 941-752-6770 

BISHOP NEVINS ACADEMY 
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
     St. Martha Catholic School  941-953-4181 

        Principal: Mrs. Siobhan Young  

     St. Mary Academy 941-366-4010 
        Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds  

CARDINAL MOONEY HIGH SCHOOL   

4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 941-371-4917 

Weekly Mass Intentions 

Sun., Nov. 29 Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 
7:30 a.m. [JR] Robert Johnston by Paul Johnston 
9:00 a.m. [CF] (Hall) (L) Janet and (L) Tony Cocco by Jack Buckingham 
9:00 a.m. [JR] (Church) For those affected by COVID 
10:30 a.m. [FS] (Hall) For All Parishioners 
10:30 a.m. [JH] (Church) For All Parishioners 
12:00 p.m. [JC] (Hall/Viet) Linh Hon Augustino by Ac Tuoc-Ha 
12:00 p.m. [CF] (Church) For all essential workers 
5:30 p.m. [PW] Brian Stephens by Paula and David Shigley 

Mon., Nov.30 Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22 
7:30 a.m. [JR] Joseph Russo by Barbara Russo 
8:30 a.m. [FS] Rev. Andrew Cvincek and M. Uhrinova by Magda 
12:00 p.m. [CF] Marie Hoffberg 
 5:30 p.m. [PW] Michael Griffin by Jeanene Ismert 

Tues., Dec. 1 Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24 
7:30 a.m. [CF] Marie Hoffberg 
8:30 a.m. [CF] Deborah Dietz by Friend 
12:00 p.m. [JC] Barbara Garza by Nancy Fraioli 
5:30 p.m. [PW] For All Essential Workers 

Wed., Dec. 2 Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37 
7:30 a.m. [JR] Elizabeth O’Brien  by William O’Brien 
8:30 a.m. [CF] Marie Hoffberg 
12:00 p.m. [JR] Communion Service 
5:30 p.m. [PW] Constance Maier by Hank Maier 

Thurs., Dec. 3 Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
7:30 a.m. [JR] Deborah Dietz by Friend 
8:30 a.m. [JR] Doctors, Nurses and All Caregivers 
12:00 p.m. [PW] Barbara Maggio by James Maggio 
5:30 p.m. [JC] Richard Bradley by Barbara Bradley 

Fri., Dec. 4 Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31 
7:30 a.m. [JC] Marilou Heraty by Peter Heraty 
8:30 a.m. [JR] (L) Kate Shaver by Joe and Nora Stephan 
12:00 p.m. [CF] (L) Michael and (L) Tauna by Gladys and Jim Weir 
5:30 p.m. [FS] Chase Medla by the Caufield Family 

Sat. Dec. 5 Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35 - 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
7:30 a.m. [JR] Robert Johnston by Paul Johnston 
8:30 a.m. [JC] Legion of Mary 
4:00 p.m. [FS] (Hall) Victor and Mary Angelo by Robert and Patricia 
4:00 p.m. [CF] (Church) Micahel Roma by Eileen  
5:30 p.m. [PW] Bro. William Hudspeth by The Pallottine Fathers 

Sun., Dec. 6 Is 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8 
7:30 a.m. [JR] John Lanzetta by Sheila Heimbudt 
9:00 a.m. [GH] (Hall) Mary Baisley by Jane Baisley 
9:00 a.m. [CF] (Church) My Dear Friends and Family by Christina 
10:30 a.m. [FS] (Hall) For All Parishioners 
10:30 a.m. [CF] (Church) For All Parishioners 
12:00 p.m. [JC] (Hall/(Viet) Linh Hon Giuse Truc by Ac Khoa 

5:30 p.m. [PW] Lvg & Dec’d Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty  

Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Patrick (PW), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris  (CF), 
Fr. John  (JC), Fr. Victor (VC) Fr. Jerry (JH) 

12:00 p.m. [JR] (Church) For All Essential Workers 
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