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The Pallottines (Society of Catholic Apostolate)
200 N. Orange Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236
Telephone 941-366-4210 Fax 941-954-8434
Website www.stmartha.org Facebook St. Martha Roman Catholic Church
YouTube St. Martha Catholic Church Sarasota, FL Instagram stmarthachurch_in_srq
Parish Office Hours Monday thru Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia S.A.C., Pastor

January 3, 2021

Rev. R. Patrick Wilson, S.A.C.
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof “Chris” Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. John Cao, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Rev. George “Jerry” Hogan, Circus Chaplain
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Rev. Deacon Kevin Monahan
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C.
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.
Parish Staff
Sara Brinn, Office Manager/Parish Secretary
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Gina Snode, Business Manager/Bookkeeper
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education
Teressa McCoy, Administrative Assistant
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Cori Stannish, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager

Mass Schedule
Saturday
7:30 a.m. & 8:30a.m. - Church
4 p.m. Vigil - Church & Parish Hall
5:30 p.m. Vigil - Parish Hall
Sunday
7:30 a.m. - Parish Hall
9 a.m. - Church (Family) & Parish Hall
10:30 a.m. - Church & Parish Hall
12 p.m. English - Church
12 p.m. Vietnamese - Parish Hall
5:30 p.m. - Parish Hall
Weekday
7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 12 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. - Church

Eucharistic Adoration
Carosella Chapel (Reservation Required)
Tuesday thru Thursday 10 a.m. - Noon
Confessions
Confessional window in Courtyard
Saturday 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. & 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday thru Friday 11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Hol Communion
Confessional window in Courtyard
Saturday 4 - 4:30 p.m. & 5:30 - 6 p.m.
Sunday 9 - 9:30 a.m., 10:30 - 11 a.m.,
12 - 12:30 p.m., and 5:30 - 6 p.m.
Baptism Class - 2nd Monday of each month from
7 - 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall. No need to RSVP
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From Our Pastor, Fr. Fausto …
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My Dear Friends,
Again, Happy New Year, dear parishioners. May it be
filled with good health with the end of the pandemic, spiritual
progress, and peace of mind!
The Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord, which commemorates
the finding of the newly-born Jesus by the three Magi Kings,
comes from the second chapter of the Gospel of Matthew,
who quoted an Old Testament prophecy “A star shall advance
from Jacob” (Num 24:17). Actually, if we carefully read that
chapter, we know that if the gifts brought to Jesus were three
(gold, frankincense, and myrrh), we are not told the number
of the Magi Kings, definitely there were more than two.
They were not Kings either but “Magi”, a term that indicated
the astrologers of Persia (modern Iran). In those times, when
astronomy as a science was in its infancy, and a great mixture
of the sacred and of the profane was common among the
scientists, astrology was the science which predicted the events
of life. Because of their lack of optics and of true knowledge
of the universe, those ancient astrologers mixed the little reality
they knew with fanciful superstitious beliefs. Among them,
for example, was the belief that a bright star, or a comet, or a
shooting star would appear whenever a King was born. Those
astrologers followed such a star/comet which kind of disappeared
near Jerusalem, where they inquired about the new born King,
and then the star reappeared to stop over Bethlehem.
The meaning of the Epiphany, a Greek word which means
roughly, “to show, to appear, to reveal”, goes far beyond the
Magi and the star. It signifies, first of all, that Jesus came to
save not just the Jews, but also the Gentiles. That is why the
Eastern Churches celebrate Christmas at the Epiphany and
not on Christmas. In Southern Europe the gifts under the
Christmas tree are opened on the Epiphany.
An added meaning is that with the coming of Christ, all
superstitions and all the occult sciences, like astrology, cease
to exist; there is no need to guess the future. Jesus is the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end of time, and of
the years. Jesus is our number one! So...why do so many
Christians read the horoscope? Even worse, why do so many
Christians believe in them and follow them? BELIEVE ONLY
IN GOD! Resolve to stop all belief in mediums, horoscopes,
séances, palm readers, and the like, because such individuals
falsely claim to have extrasensory perceptions and abilities.
Sometimes they do have special parapsychological qualities
(maybe only one in ten thousand or more charlatans!) but even
such gifted people, who seem to bend a steel nail by their
phenomenal concentration, cannot make divinations or guess
the future: ONLY GOD CAN!!!
I hear again and again from some parishioners that once
upon a time some seer or medium gave them an exact prediction
of a future happening. I have no doubt that it is a true claim!
But let me ask you; do you know the scientific laws that govern
statistics, chaos laws, probable projections and the like? The
entire betting industry, not to mention the art of economic
forecasting, is based on such laws! And there are scientific
models of probable hits in almost every human field! Let me
give you an example: one year will dawn on earth when I’ll
see January 1, but not December 31, because that year will
be the year of my death. What is the probability that I would
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die this year? I do not know, but an insurance table can tell
me how a man of my age will statistically survive this year,
if the insurer has also knowledge of certain health habits (or
unhealthy ones) and considers other factors such as a given
body weight for example (ahi! ahi! ahi! ... how did your girt
fare in the past holidays??) A knowledgeable person could
then predict my death in this year with a 70% probability, even
without knowing the future. If I die, that prediction will look
like a miracle.
So, any person can deceive another, with a little fanfare,
atmosphere and tricks (there is nothing supernatural in a
magician’s bag of tricks, just old-fashioned dexterity and
knowledge of laws of physics, perspectives, etc., etc.), helped
by people who are so stressed out, that they are psychologically
ready to be taken by any conniver who assures them of any
easy solution or a beautiful future! By the laws of statistics,
SOME of the predictions of a seer will definitely come true,
and the people with such luck will go back again and again to
the seer, swearing on the powers of that medium or seer! It will
become a dangerous psychological addiction, like the gambler
who goes to Las Vegas time and time again, following a mirage
and losing everything. In our case, people who go to seers may
lose their faith in God, our Creator! It is much better to follow
Jesus’ star than false idols, creatures of the devil!
This weekend we are having the annual collection for
Seminarian Education and Vocation Awareness. We need
nuns/sisters, monks/brothers, deacons and priests! Jesus
recommended us to pray to God the Father to send workers
(clerics and religious) into HIS vineyard (world). Money
will help to educate them, but if there are no seminarians in
the Seminaries or Formations Houses, that money is useless,
because money cannot buy vocations, only God can give the
call (vocation) and only unceasing prayers can move God’s
heart to grant vocations. Can you offer a spiritual action:
Rosary, communion, Holy Mass, visit to the Blessed
Sacrament? We need your prayers, as we all need holy
priests, deacons, and women and men religious!
Today is Caritas Sunday when the Caritas volunteers are
at the doors of the Church asking for your donations to help
the needy in our downtown area. Thank you for your generosity.
Smile, God loves you and so does Fr. Fausto
with your St. Martha clergy:
Fathers Patrick, Jan, Chris, John, & Jerry
Deacons Bill, Patrick, Robert, Vern and Kevin
Sister Cathy and Brothers Lawrence & William

E

A

Our Carosella Chapel is now open for
Eucharistic Adoration Tuesday through
Thursday from 10 a.m. to Noon. Due to social
distancing, four people will be allowed in the
Chapel at a time and masks must be worn.
Times will be in 1/2 hour increments, and you
must call the Parish Office to reserve a time.
(You are welcome to stay longer or walk-in if spots are available.)

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is dispensed until into the New Year (date to be given at a later time).
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Caritas Food Pantry

First Baptist Church
1661 Main St, Sarasota, FL 34236
(Food pantry located on Adelia Ave)

Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m. - Noon
If your family is in need of food due to Covid-19, please
visit the Caritas Food Pantry. The food pantry window is
located on Adelia Ave. The volunteers will distribute the
packages of non-perishable food items through the window.

The Knights of Columbus
Meat Loaf Dinner

Columbus Hall, 4880 Fruitville Rd, Sarasota
Friday January 8th from 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m
Cost is $10
Meat Loaf, Mashed Potatoes, and Vegetable
You may dine in Columbus Hall
or get your dinner To Go.
A full cash bar with soda, beer, wine & liquor will be
available for Dine In.
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My Jesus,
I believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive
You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
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May the Lord give us the grace to live in
full fellowship with our brothers and
sisters of other religions, praying for one
another, open to all.
My Choice Pregnancy Center
needs your support!
Supporting those who need our help is
easier than you think!
My Choice Pregnancy Center needs your support! Many of
the moms who participate in the programs at our center are
in great need of medication for their children as we enter
into flu season. The pregnancy center is asking for your help
with the donation of gift cards for Walgreens, CVS, or Publix
so that we can help moms have the things they need to keep
their families healthy throughout this season.
Gift card donations may be mailed to My Choice Pregnancy
Center, 5277 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34234. Or
please call us to set up a time to drop off your donation.
To learn more about us, please call 941-351-3007 or visit
our website at: www.mychoicepregnancycenter.com.
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Bulle n Email: tmccoy@stmartha.org
“Through the Incarnation and birth of Christ,
God reveals to us the dignity of all human
life. Human life, as a gift of God, is sacred
and inviolable. The Son of God has united
himself with every human being and desires
for us to share eternal life with him… Each
of us is made in the image and likeness of
God, and we reflect his glory in the world.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“The Gospel of Life: A Brief Summary”

Don’t forget your mask!
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What are the beneﬁts?
It is a more efficient and consistent form of stewardship
No checks (this saves you $$$)
Environmentally friendly
No missing donations while on vacation
You can register for online through We Share
• Visit our website at www.stmartha.org
• Under Ways to Give click Offertory
• Click on the red button Click Here to Donate Now
•
•
•
•

If you have any questions,
contact Teressa McCoy at 366-4210 ext. 3251
Women’s Emmaus Retreat
Come Journey With Us On The Road to Emmaus!
Hosted by: Epiphany Cathedral Parish
Date: February 26-28, 2021
Location: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat
and Spirituality Center, Venice, FL
Give yourself the gift of time away from the distractions of
your daily routine to listen to Jesus and the Holy Spirit in an
environment of sincere faith, fellowship and worship. This
retreat is based on the Gospel of Luke 24:13-35 in which
Jesus joins two disciples on their way to Emmaus. The
benefits will be personal to you. Women receive tremendous
healing, lifting of burdens, and experiences of love and joy.
This retreat is an opportunity to experience, renew and
deepen your relationship with the Lord.
Limited Enrollment. Registration fee $200 for a single,
private room. With the social distancing required with Covid
19 virus we are asking that everyone reserve a private room.
This cost, however, reflects the semi-private rate.
Registration deadline is February 14, 2021
Contact Donna Vodraska, donnavodraska@aol.com,
941-496-4464 (home) or 630-336-0918 (cell)
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Pastor Email: pastor@stmartha.org

St. Martha Church Marriage Preparation Program – WTL.
Please come and build a Relationship –
Friendship that will last forever.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year !
This is how God showed his love among us:
He sent his one and only Son into the world that
we might live through Him. This is love: not that
we loved God, but that He loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever
seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his
love is made complete in us." John 4:9-12
Please Pray for all engaged and married couples
as we Pray for you !
WTL- Mentors Wanted!
Be a support couple (Buddy Couple) to an engaged couple
preparing for marriage. Senior Marriage advisors needed
too. It is really a rewarding and fun experience.
For More information about Witness to love program:
Contact Witness to Love, St. Martha’s Church Coordinators
Jim and Agnes Rutushni JARutushni@stmartha.org
or call them 941-960-5128
Engaged couples - To sign up for WTL program contact
Sara Brinn, Office Manager at Sbrinn@Stmartha.org
Check out the Witness to Love web site: https://
witnesstolove.org/
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Dedicate a candle in memory of a loved
one or to celebrate a special event!
Candles are lit on the first business
day of each month and the donation is
$25 per candle for one month or $240
per candle for one year. To light a
candle or for more information, visit
or contact the Parish Office.

The presentations from the recent statewide
Culture of Life Conference can be now be viewed at
www.ccdpb.org/respectlife2020.
For more information, contact Jeanne Berdeaux at
Berdeaux@dioceseofvenice.org or 941-374-1068.

Are you 72 years old and
have a retirement account?
The federal tax law allows donors to
give directly from their retirement account to a charity while
avoiding the usual tax associated with IRA and 401k
withdrawals, and the IRS does not count the transfer as
income for federal tax purposes.
Plus, qualified
contributions may be counted toward the Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD), which are mandatory starting
at age 72.
Donating via your retirement account is a simple process.
Please contact Teressa McCoy in the Parish Office at 941366-4210 or at tmccoy@stmartha.org and we can provide
you with details and instructions.
Thank you for your support of St. Martha Parish.
Our parishioners are our only source of funds and your
contributions keep the lights on, enable parish ministries,
and support our outreach to the poor.

We are looking for volunteers to join our
Offertory Counting Team
If interested, please contact Teressa at
tmccoy@stmartha.org or
941-366-4210 ext 3251

What is Catholic Theology? - The Institute for Catholic
Studies and Formation is offering a 16-week online course
starting January 11 that introduces students to the principles,
practices, and sources of Catholic Theology. Anyone interested
in a graduate-level introduction to Catholic Theology is welcome
to attend for a discounted price. For more information, or to
register for the course, visit the website of the Institute for
Catholic Studies and Formation https://institute-dov.org/ and
click on the link to COURSES. For other information, contact
Dr. Gresham at 941-766-7334 or john.gresham@institute-dov.org.
9 Days of Prayer for Life - Join thousands of Catholics
nationwide in the annual Respect Life novena, 9 Days for
Life, Thursday, January 21 to Friday, January 29. Get daily
intentions, brief reflections, and more. Sign up at
9dayforlife.com!
Theology on Tap Sarasota - Theology on Tap has resumed
on the third Thursday of the month (January 21) at 7:00 p.m.
at the Mandeville Beer Garden in Sarasota, 428 N. Lemon
Ave, Sarasota. Join us outside in the garden for free food and
refreshments, presentations, and discussions about the faith.
Please
contact
Joshua
Mazrin
at
evangelization@dioceseofvenice.org with any questions.
Anniversary Masses - All couples celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40,
45, 50, or more than 50 years of marriage are invited by
Bishop Frank J. Dewane to an Anniversary Mass in their
honor. This year, considering the ongoing COVID-19
Pandemic, each location will have two Masses to allow for
appropriate social distancing. The Masses are 10:00 a.m. and
noon on Feb. 6, 2021, Epiphany Cathedral, 350 Tampa Ave.
W., Venice, FL. All registration is being handled through
your local Parish. Please reserve seats at least one week
before the Mass you wish to attend.

Do You Need Help?

Catholic Charities is available if you need assistance for food,
financial assistance or tele-mental health counseling. Please
call the number for your area listed below between the hours
of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday to Friday:

Year of Saint Joseph

On the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, March
19, Bishop Frank J. Dewane consecrated
the Diocese of Venice to the care and
protection of Saint Joseph in the context
of the Coronavirus and announced a "Year
of Saint Joseph" beginning March 19, 2020
through March 19, 2021. Saint Joseph,
often referred to as the Protector, can be
our protector too during this time of the
pandemic. To pray a Novena to Saint
Joseph please visit the Year of St. Joseph
page on the Diocesan website: https://
dioceseofvenice.org/a-year-of-st-joseph/

Sarasota/Manatee/DeSoto/Hardee/Highlands counties
844-385-2407

For daily readings visit:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032020.cfm
MARRIAGE BANNS
Travis Hawkins & Kendall Carlis (2)
Cameron Deems and Olivia Steinman (2)
Justin Wixted & Jaclyn Hlywa (2)
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Weekly Mass Intentions
Sun., Jan. 3
7:30 a.m.
[JR]
9:00 a.m.
[FS]
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

[PW]
[FS]
[CF]
[JC]

Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12
(Hall) Peter Esposito by Ed and Jimmie Schellinger
(Hall) Brian Stephens by the C.C.W.
(Church) Those suffering from addiction
(Hall) For All Parishioners
(Church) For All Parishioners
(Hall/Viet) Linh Hon Giuse Truc by Ba Anna

12:00 p.m. [CF]

(Church) All essential workers

5:30 p.m. [PW]
Mon., Jan. 4
7:30 a.m.
[JC]
8:30 a.m.
[JR]
12:00 p.m. [CF]
5:30 p.m. [PW]
Tues., Jan. 5
7:30 a.m.
[PW]
8:30 a.m.
[PW]

(Hall) L/D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe & Betty
1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Thomas Stearns Elliot by Paul Johnston
Liv & Dec’d Members of The Altar Society
Alicia Solis and Family by Linda Blouin
Margaret Payne by Bill Rex
1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44
Harold Kurt by James Kurt
Leonard, Terese, & Dennis Daugherty by Eileen Daugherty

12:00 p.m. [JC]
5:30 p.m. [CF]
Wed., Jan. 6
7:30 a.m.
[JR]
8:30 a.m.
[PW]
12:00 p.m. [CF]
5:30 p.m. [FS]
Thurs., Jan. 7
7:30 a.m.
[JC]
8:30 a.m.
[FS]
12:00 p.m. [JR]
5:30 p.m. [JC]
Fri., Jan. 8
7:30 a.m.
[JC]
8:30 a.m.
[FS]
12:00 p.m. [CF]
5:30 p.m. [CF]
Sat., Jan. 9
7:30 a.m.
[CF]
8:30 a.m.
[JC]
4:00 p.m. [FS]
4:00 p.m. [JR]
5:30 p.m. [PW]
Sun., Jan. 10
7:30 a.m.
[JR]
9:00 a.m.
[CF]
9:00 a.m.
[JR]
10:30 a.m. [FS]
10:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [JC]
12:00 p.m. [PW]
5:30 p.m. [PW]

Mary Baisley by Jane Baisley
Peter Esposito by Ed and Jimmie Schellinger
1 Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52
(L) Fr. Chris by Paula and David Shigley
Deborah Dietz by Friend
(L) Fr. Chris
Olivia Millin and Family by Lynda
1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Lk 4:14-22
Gloria McGaharin by Vincent Andracchio
Frances Brower by Dianne Bush
Liv & Dec’d Members of Showfolks
1 Jn 5:5-13: Lk 5:12-16
George Mould, Jr. by Jack Buckingham
Peter Esposito by Ed and Jimmie Schellinger
(L) Jean Arena by Rocky
Richard Tesar by Sheila Nemes
1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30
Grace Mould by Jack Buckingham
Marie Hoffberg
(Hall) Kenneth Tuttle by Marilyn Kneafsey
(Church) Michael Romo by Marcella Levin
Marian Thuma by Bernadette Fauster
Is 55:1-11; 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11
Peter Esposito by Ed and Jimmie Schellinger
(Hall) David Beesley by Kate and Dave Shaver
(Church) Maureen “Mimi” Allen by Lisa Brand
(Hall) For All Parishioners
(Church) For All Parishioners
(Hall/Viet) Linh Hon Hilario by Tam Nguyen
(Church) Mary Severynse by Gerry Severynse
L/D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty

Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Patrick (PW), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF),
Fr. John (JC), Fr. Victor (VC)
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Altar Servers

Dn. Bob Gaitens

941-350-2634

Altar Society

Janet Cocco

941-366-4210

Archivist

Ann Crowley

941-366-4210

Arimathean Ministry

Geri Roberts

941-600-8479

Bethesda House

Colleen McMenamin

941-366-1886

Catholic Charities

Joan Pierse

941-355-4680

Community Pregnancy Clinics

239-262-6381

Casa Santa Marta

941-366-4448

Paula Jaramillo

Choir/Cantor

Virginia Bray

941-366-4210

Council of Catholic Women

Marcia Stokes

334-648-4328

Development Committee

Parish Office

941-366-4210

Eucharist Adoration

Vicki Hatch

734-646-6188

Finance Council

John Corey

coreyjjj5@gmail.com

Family Ministry

Gary Kerschner

941-961-8713

Herrig Caritas (9-11 a.m., M-F) Tony Cocco, Chair

941-366-5620

Hospitality Ministry

Beth Cannata

941-321-2953
863-558-0407

Jail Ministry

Bob Hiniker

Knights of Columbus

Tony Cocco

Lectors

Ryan Winkler

941-504-6960
stmarthalectors@gmail.com

Legion of Mary

Sharon Foster

941-713-3447

Parish Council

Beth Cannata

941-321-2953

Prayer Line

Diane Domagala

941-306-6503

R.C.I.A

Maggie Gallucci

R.C.I.A

Sue Thompson

941-355-5957

Respect Life Ministry

Joseph Gina

941-702-1700

Rosary Makers

Don & Maxine Brand

941-755-9749

Solve Maternity Homes

Peggy Kerwin

suehome2@verizon.net

941-748-0094

St. M. Early Learning Center Jamie Van Dyke

941-366-1395

Ushers

John Whitfield

941-400-1472

Witness to Love

Jim & Agnes Rutushni

941-960-5128
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Parish, Nursing Home,
and Homebound

Dn. Kevin Monahan dckevin@stmartha.org

Hospital

Calvin Kreider

N

D

941-928-6995

P

St. Jude

Sarasota

941-955-3934

Christ the King

Sarasota

941-924-2777

Incarnation

Sarasota

941-921-6631

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Sarasota

941-755-1826

St. Patrick

Sarasota

941-378-1703

St. Mary Star of the Sea

Longboat Key

941-383-1255

St. Thomas More

Sarasota

941-923-1691

St. Joseph

Bradenton

941-756-3732

St. Michael the Archangel

Siesta Key

941-349-4174

Our Lady of the Angels

Lakewood Ranch

941-752-6770
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4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School
Principal: Mrs. Siobhan Young
St. Mary Academy
Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds
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941-953-4181
941-366-4010

S

4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-4917
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© 2021 DIOCESAN

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

For Advertising Information CALL 1-800-292-9111

Online at Diocesan.com/Business

© 2021 DIOCESAN

