U.S.A. National Circus Church
The Pallottines (Society of Catholic Apostolate)
200 N. Orange Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236
Telephone 941-366-4210 Fax 941-954-8434
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Rev. Krzysztof “Chris” Frost, S.A.C.
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Sara Brinn, Office Manager/Parish Secretary
Virginia Bray, Music Director
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Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education
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Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Mary Zhelesnik, Reception/Data Entry
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Cori Stannish, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
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Mass Schedule
Saturday
7:30 a.m. & 8:30a.m. - Church
4 p.m. Vigil - Church & Parish Hall
5:30 p.m. Vigil - Parish Hall
Sunday
7:30 a.m. - Parish Hall
9 a.m. - Church (Family) & Parish Hall
10:30 a.m. - Church & Parish Hall
12 p.m. English - Church
12 p.m. Vietnamese - Parish Hall
5:30 p.m. - Parish Hall
Weekday
7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 12 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. - Church

Eucharistic Adoration
Carosella Chapel (Reservation Required)
Tuesday thru Thursday 10 a.m. - Noon
Confessions
Confessional window in Courtyard
Saturday 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. & 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday thru Friday 11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Hol Communion
Confessional window in Courtyard
Saturday 4 - 4:30 p.m. & 5:30 - 6 p.m.
Sunday 9 - 9:30 a.m., 10:30 - 11 a.m.,
12 - 12:30 p.m., and 5:30 - 6 p.m.
Baptism Class - 2nd Sunday of each month from
9 - 10 a.m. in the Parish Hall. No need to RSVP
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From Our Pastor, Fr. Fausto …
My Dear Friends,
Our state, Florida, has many sites that are providing
Covid-19 vaccines to eligible persons, prioritizing persons
65 years of age and first responders. Apply then my friends,
and take the vaccine for yours and our good health. Through
the intercession of our patron, St. Joseph, lets keep praying
God will shorten our tribulations.
Almost a year ago, on St. Joseph’s feast, our Bishop Frank
J. Dewane, in the context of the new pandemic, consecrated
our Diocese to the care and protection of St. Joseph, announcing
a “Year of St. Joseph” (March 19, 2020-2021). Following
our Bishop’s lead, our beloved Pope Francis recently dedicated
a “Year of St. Joseph (December 8, 2020-2021). St. Joseph,
the protector of baby Jesus, and patron of all of us, the Church
of Jesus, will implore God on our behalf. See and daily pray
the coronavirus prayer to St. Joseph in this bulletin.
Today’s Gospel recalls the famous “Transfiguration”
of Jesus in front of His three favorite Apostles: Peter, the
head of the Apostles; James, the first Bishop of Jerusalem
and the first of the 12 Apostles to be martyred; and John, the
youngest, unmarried and the last surviving apostle. Jesus
showed to these three followers His Heavenly Glory, as
they, and we, will see in Paradise.
I suspect that with His Transfiguration, Jesus wanted to
teach the three pillars of His community to stand fast during
His short Passion and the three-day burial. But it was a
miserable failure for Peter, who denied even having known
Jesus, and James who led the rest of the twelve in running
away from the Lord. Only John saved the day, sticking up
for Jesus, even under the cross, and sustaining the Blessed
Mother in that most tragic moment of her life. Let us follow
the example of John, committing our souls to follow Jesus.
And now that we are fully into Lent, are you keeping
up your Lenten resolutions to increase your prayer time
and to do penance? Are you getting ready to celebrate Holy
Week and to renew your commitment to Jesus at Easter, when
we will have the renewal of our Baptism Promises? Let us
not get discouraged when we fail to keep promises made to
Jesus; after all, we are sinners! Let us start anew to renew
our commitment to Jesus; the past is past, what we have is
the present. Let us live it fully with Jesus. If you miss a day
of your chosen penance, just keep going; or maybe substitute
another sacrifice, so that every day is a sacrificial day.
Love and understanding are gifts that another person
freely gives to us. True love is unconditional. We depend on
other people’s love from birth and all through our lifetime. The
experience of being loved helps us to establish patterns of
responding to others with love. As Christians, one way we
experience God’s faithful love, goodness and mercy is in the
faith we have received from our parents; in the total and
unconditional gift of Paradise received in Baptism, in the allembracing God received in the Eucharist, and in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation.
God’s mercy, expressed in the death of Jesus, helps us to
see the greatness of God’s love and God’s willingness to
forgive our sins. It is almost too good to believe! We are led
to respond with a deep sense of joy and wonder. As St.
Augustine prayed: “Our hearts were made for You and
they shall not rest until they rest in You.” That is why we
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renew ourselves so often in life, and that is why every year
Our Mother Church calls us to renew ourselves in the Holy
Season of Lent. So that, after our death, we will reach
Paradise, smiling at the Risen Lord in His Glory as did the
three lucky apostles (Peter, James and John) who looked
astonished at Him on that fabulous day of Transfiguration.
Whenever we get discouraged or depressed, remember the
Transfiguration and the Resurrection of Jesus, and let’s plow
ahead toward Jesus through the cold, indifference and
hostility of the Godless world. Let us be totally committed to
Christ, every moment of our lives. Even when the power of
the devil, which is pure evil, overpowers us and leaves us
totally devastated, we must never forget Jesus’ words: “I
have won.” The final victory is of Jesus and of us, his
children! EVIL IS REAL, and we cannot win but with
Jesus’ cross! Just think how sad we felt for the slaughter at a
Florida High School!
Oftentimes, we think of the destitute, but we have another
group of people needing our concern and ministry: the
homebound and the senior members of our community
of faith. Many of our people are often alone, afraid and lonely
individuals who need people with whom to talk and to pray.
These are the very people who occupied the pews in which
you sit and worship every Sunday. People who are now
constrained by physical disabilities and advancing age. It is
important that we see to it that our seniors and homebound
gain a sense of belonging to the parish by visiting them, or
making sure that there is someone to visit them. If you know
of an elderly or shut-in who needs the comfort that our Christian
Sacraments offer, contact the Parish Office.
Sometimes people are still asking: “Can a divorced
person receive Holy Communion?” The answer is “YES”.
Only people who marry or re-marry outside the church (that
is without a Church Annulment) cannot usually receive Holy
Communion. If in doubt, check with a priest.
Smile, God loves you and so does Fr. Fausto
with your St. Martha clergy:
Fathers Patrick, Jan, Chris, John, & Jerry
Deacons Bill, Patrick, Robert, Vern and Kevin
Sister Cathy and Brothers Lawrence & William

S

S

S .M

P

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to
support St. Martha Parish every time you shop - at no cost
to you! When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you will find
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to
St. Martha Parish! Just follow this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/59-0737906

Don’t forget your mask!

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is dispensed until into the New Year (date to be given at a later time).
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

To you, St. Joseph, we bring all the fears
and anxieties that weighs us down. This
pandemic has attacked God’s people, bringing
much illness, sorrow and death. We ask you,
dearest St. Joseph, to be our guide along this
very dark path, for you are the model of
faith, courage and fidelity that we need so
desperately. May the Lord send forth the
purifying fire of the Holy Spirit, to end this
outbreak of disease and renew the hearts of
the faithful. Guide us to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, your beloved bride, and to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus, the hope of all humanity. O St. Joseph, pray
ceaselessly for us during this time of suffering, fear and
great mourning. May this current pain inflicted upon
mankind be transformed by the power of Christ’s cross and
lead to a new springtime of hope and devotion. Amen.
-Pedro de la Cruz

Hearty Meals Project
Hearty Meals is a program designed for two
things: to provide meals for those who do not
have enough to eat every day and to teach the
kids about giving to those who are less fortunate.
The St. Martha Service Club is collecting non-perishable food
items to included in their Hearty Meals lunch bags. These lunch
bags will be delivered by the Service Club to the Streets of
Paradise in Sarasota, which is an outreach and awareness
initiative dedicated to providing comfort to the homeless and
at-risk communities.
Parishioners can drop off packages of single serve items such
as tuna packets, peanut butter packets, crackers, granola bars,
applesauce, dried fruit, etc. to the donation bins at the Parish
Office. To make a monetary, send a check to St. Martha Church,
200 N. Orange Ave, Sarasota, FL 34236, Attn: Patricia Sileo
with memo Hearty Meals Project.

COVID-19 Vaccines

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
issued a statement on the new COVID-19 vaccines. The
full statement and additional information are available
online in English and Spanish at usccb.org/prolife/
biomedical-research.

Knights of Columbus Annual Lenten Fish Fry
4880 Fruitville Rd, Sarasota
Every Friday during Lent, February 19 to March 26
4:30 p.m. ‐ 7:00 p.m
Choice of hand battered fish (fried or baked) or fried shrimp
 Choice of fries, rice, or mac n cheese
 Coleslaw & Roll
 Adults ‐ $12
 Children ‐ $8.00
 Seconds on fish ‐ $2.00
 Under 4 ‐ Free
 Desserts & Soft drinks ‐ $1
Weekly 50/50 Raffle

Columbus Hall also has a full cash bar
with soda, beer, wine & liquor.
Social distancing will be practiced.
Take out and curb service available

The mission of 40 Days for Life is to bring together the body
of Christ in a spirit of unity during a focused 40-day campaign
of prayer, fasting, and peaceful activism, with the purpose of
repentance, to seek God’s favor to turn hearts and minds
from a culture of death to a culture of life, thus bringing an
end to abortion.

If you have any questions or would like more information,
contact Director of Religious Education, Patricia Sileo
at sileo@stmartha.org or 941-366-4210 ext 3236.
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Family Promise of Sarasota takes a holistic approach to the
crisis of families with children who are facing homelessness.
Although Covid-19 has slowed its shelter efforts, their Home
for Good program is active in preventing family homelessness
whenever possible. Through its partnership with multiple social
service agencies, FPS offers families with children a variety
of services: case management, affordable child care referrals,
negotiation strategies with debt agencies and landlords,
emergency funds and other community resources to stay in
or obtain safe, sustainable housing. FPS is supported by 20
interfaith congregations, including St. Martha through new
coordinators Kate and Dave Shaver.
To learn more about how you could donate and/or volunteer,
call 941-952-1800 or visit familypromisesarasota.org

On MARCH 2nd and 4th, you’re invited to join St. Martha
Church parishioners along with other Christians for the 40 Days
for Life campaign between 7a.m. - 5p.m. These are days of
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. You’re also invited
to stand and peacefully pray during daily vigils in the public
right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at on Central Avenue,
and also to help spread the word about this important community
outreach. If you’d like more information or to sign up to help,
please contact: Joseph Gina josephsgina@outlook.com or
visit 40daysforlife.com/sarasota
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1255 Seeds Ave, Sarasota, FL 34237
Hours of Operation:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 10a.m. - 1p.m.
If you or someone you know is in need of household or clothing
items, please visit Angel’s Attic. They have many donated items
looking to find a home.
Also, if you are looking for a great volunteer opportunity, Angel’s
Attic is looking for loving and caring volunteers to continue
their mission of helping those in need in our community.
For more information,
contact Dottie at dew4338@aol.com

Safe Haven Sunday

Equipping the Family, Safeguarding Children
The family home is to be a safe
haven. But the inappropriate use
of technology in the home deprives
it of this role, and is the greatest
threat to the sanctity of marriages
and families today. Pornography
and other online threats are often
one click away, and parents can
feel overwhelmed with not knowing
how to best protect their children
in our fast-paced digital world.
Next weekend, March 7, the Diocese
of Venice is taking a bold step to
help families by celebrating Safe
Haven Sunday. This awareness day
will provide access to practical
resources that any caring adult can
use to protect themselves and our
young people from online risks.
Please join us with your prayers
and presence as we prepare for
this unique event.

“To Clothe & Empower” is the mission of the 16th Annual
Long-Sleeve Relief Drive which runs from Ash Wednesday
(February 17th) through Holy Thursday (April 1st). The Long
-Sleeve Relief Drive has been so successful over the past 15
years in helping our brothers and sisters who work the fields,
by providing shirts for their protection from the elements
and pesticides. The shirts can be dropped off at the St.
Vincent de Paul Thrift store in Bradenton, at 1111 8th Ave.
W or at the Sarasota thrift store at 2711 Mall Drive.
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.
(941) 951-6810 — www.aasrq.org
Si tu quieres beber es problema tyo.
Pero si quieres dejar de beber el problema es nuestro.
941-355-3399 — www.aasrq.org

D

T A

M

1

The essence of our identity is that we are
created in God's image and likeness and
loved by Him. Nothing can diminish
the priceless worth of any human life.
Every person is cherished.

Have you considered a
Charitable Remainder Trust?
If you want a portion of your estate to eventually go to St. Martha,
but you also want to provide income for one or more surviving
loved ones, you can establish a charitable remainder trust
through your will. The trust pays income to your designated
beneficiaries for a set period of time, usually the duration of
their lives. At the death of the designated beneficiaries, the
remaining principal is then distributed to St. Martha. This
type is trust is an excellent way to provide for family members
for the remainder of their lives, and then directing a portion
of your remaining estate to St. Martha.
If you are interested in more information about a Charitable
Remainder Trust, please contact Teressa McCoy in the Parish
Office at 941-366-4210 or tmccoy@stmartha.org.
Thank you for your support of St. Martha Parish.
Our parishioners are our only source of funds and your
contributions keep the lights on, enable parish ministries,
and support our outreach to the poor.
Stations of the Cross
Every Friday during Lent
at 9:00 a.m.
immediately following
the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Jenny Lusk from Diocesan (our bulletin publishing partner)
is working to secure NEW ads for our bulletin. The bulletin
is available in print and online. We are grateful that this crucial
communication piece is provided to our parish at no cost
THANKS to the generous advertising support of our parishioners
and community-minded businesses. Please let us know if
you can help by advertising in the bulletin.
Bulletin advertisers and sponsors recognize the tremendous
value of connecting with our church family, and we ask our
parishioners and guests to patronize our supporters when using
a local service. If you’d like to advertise in the weekly bulletin,
contact Jenny at 913-205-6387 or JLusk@Diocesan.com.

2021 Marriage Preparation Retreats - The Diocesan Office
of Family Life is offering “Day of Reflection” retreats for
couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage. The retreats
are from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays April 17, August 7
and November 13. Visit https://dioceseofvenice.regfox.com/
marriage-preparation-retreat-2021. to register. To sign up for
the retreat in Spanish, please contact St. Jude Parish in Sarasota
at 941-955-3934. For more information or to inquire about a
virtual option contact Carrie Harkey at 941-484-9543 ext. 3019.
Monthly Days of Prayer - The Retreat Center of the Diocese
of Venice, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 3989 S. Moon Drive,
Venice, continues to offer single days of prayer and overnight
retreats in a safe, tranquil setting along the Myakka River. A
Monthly Day of Prayer is offered on both the second Sunday
and the second Wednesday of each month. (upcoming dates
are March 10 and 14). Our Easter Triduum retreat begins with
supper on Holy Thursday (April 1) and ends with breakfast
on Easter Sunday (April 4). The liturgies of the Lord’s Supper,
Way of the Cross, Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion,
Easter Vigil, and Sunrise Easter Liturgy are celebrated.
Confessions are available. For more info or to register, call
Denise Riley at (941) 486-0233, ext. 3004, or visit our website
www.olph-retreat.org and click on “Schedule of Events.”
Theology on Tap Sarasota - The next Theology on Tap will
be Thursday, March 18 at 7 p.m. at the Mandeville Beer Garden
in Sarasota, 428 N. Lemon Ave, Sarasota. Join us outside in
the garden for food and refreshments, presentations, and
discussions about the faith. Please contact Joshua Mazrin at
evangelization@dioceseofvenice.org with any questions.
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It’s time again for Stillpoint’s request for donations for the
Migrant and Needy Children’s Easter Shoe Campaign. Your
donation of $20 gives a young child the opportunity to select
a new pair of shoes with the size and style they wish.
Please make checks payable to “Stillpoint Mission, Inc.”
with “For SHOES” written on the memo line.
Mail your donation to:
Stillpoint Mission, P. O. Box 619
Bradenton, Florida 34206
If you prefer to use a credit card,
you can make a donation on our
website: www.stillpointmission.org
Thank you for your continued support and generosity!

Sunday Offertory as of 7-1-2020 thru 1-31-2021

2021 Catholic Faith Appeal as of 2-17-2021

Sunday Offertory & Unrestricted Donations

$1,002,607.89

Goal

$359,000.00

Operating Expenses

$1,014,494.04

Contributions

-$23,745.00

Operating Shortfall

-$11,886.15

Needed to Reach Goal

$335,255.00
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Weekly Mass Intentions
Sun., Feb. 28
7:30 a.m. [JR]
9:00 a.m. [CF]
9:00 a.m. [JR]
10:30 a.m. [FS]
10:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [JC]
12:00 p.m. [PW]
5:30 p.m. [PW]
Mon., Mar. 1
7:30 a.m. [JC]
8:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [JR]
5:30 p.m. [PW]
Tues., Mar. 2
7:30 a.m. [JC]
8:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [CF]
5:30 p.m. [PW]
Wed., Mar. 3
7:30 a.m. [JR]
8:30 a.m. [PW]
12:00 p.m. [CF]
5:30 p.m. [FS]
Thurs., Mar. 4
7:30 a.m. [JR]
8:30 a.m. [FS]
12:00 p.m. [JR]
5:30 p.m. [JC]
Fri., Mar. 5
7:30 a.m. [JC]
8:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [JR]
5:30 p.m. [FS]
Sat., Mar. 6
7:30 a.m. [JR]
8:30 a.m. [JC]
4:00 p.m. [FS]
4:00 p.m. [CF]
5:30 p.m. [PW]
Sun., Mar. 7
7:30 a.m. [JR]
9:00 a.m. [CF]
9:00 a.m. [JR]
10:30 a.m. [FS]
10:30 a.m. [CF]
12:00 p.m. [JC]
12:00 p.m. [PW]
5:30 p.m. [PW]
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Altar Servers

Dn. Vern Smith

Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10
Altar Society
Janet Cocco
941-366-4210
(Hall) Michael and Tony Kuczaboski by Jackie
Archivist
Ann Crowley
941-366-4210
(Hall) Mary Sellers by Barry and Cindy Carey
Arimathean Ministry
Geri Roberts
941-600-8479
(Church) Marie Hoffberg
Bethesda House
Colleen McMenamin
941-366-1886
(Hall) For All Parishioners
Catholic Charities
Joan Pierse
941-355-4680
(Church) For All Parishioners
Community Pregnancy Clinics
239-262-6381
(Hall/Viet) Special Intentions by the P. Family
Casa Santa Marta
Paula Jaramillo
941-366-4448
(Church) Cordelia Figg by Tom and Mary Jaje
Choir/Cantor
Virginia Bray
941-366-4210
Council of Catholic Women Marcia Stokes
334-648-4328
(Hall) Dr. Carlos Cueva by the Cueva Family
Development Committee
Parish Office
941-366-4210
Dn 9:4b-10; Lk 6:36-38
Eucharist Adoration
Vicki Hatch
734-646-6188
John Gusbar by the Gusbar Family and Mark
Finance
Council
John
Corey
coreyjjj5@gmail.com
The Altar Society
Family Ministry
Gary Kerschner
Bob Corey by John and Shelly Corey
Herrig
Caritas
(9-11
a.m.,
M-F)
Tony Cocco, Chair
941-366-5620
Linda Calderon by Mike Ortega
Hospitality Ministry
Beth Cannata
941-321-2953
Is 1:10, 16-20; Mt 23:1-12
Jail Ministry
Bob Hiniker
863-558-0407
Joseph Rauser by Lou and Linda Stoecklin
Knights of Columbus
Tony Cocco
941-504-6960
Robert Stevens by Mary Zhelesnik
Lectors
Ryan Winkler stmarthalectors@gmail.com
(L) The Thomas Family by Joe and Betty
Parish Council
Beth Cannata
941-321-2953
Dr. Carlos Cueva by the Cueva Family
Prayer Line
Diane Domagala
941-306-6503
Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28
R.C.I.A
Maggie Gallucci
941-355-5957
(L) Adrian McGough by James McGough
R.C.I.A
Sue Thompson
suehome2@verizon.net
John Short by Stuart and Joan Love
Respect Life Ministry
Joseph Gina
941-702-1700
William Casey by Son
Rosary Makers
Don & Maxine Brand
941-755-9749
Betty Hunter by James McGough
Solve Maternity Homes
Peggy Kerwin
941-748-0094
Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31
St. M. Early Learning Center Jamie Van Dyke
941-366-1395
(L) Chuck Costner by Marge and Paul Lortie
Ushers
John Whitfield
941-400-1472
Deborah Dietz by Friend
Witness to Love
Jim & Agnes Rutushni
941-960-5128
(L) Fr. John Cao
E
M
H
C
Sylvia Letourneau by Lynda Blouin
Parish, Nursing Home,
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Dn. Kevin Monahan dckevin@stmartha.org
and Homebound
Tony Caragiulo by Anna Caragiulo
Hospital
Calvin Kreider
941-928-6995
Mary Baisley by Jane Baisley
James by Lynda Blouin
Marie Hoffberg
N
D
P
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
St. Jude
Sarasota
941-955-3934
((L) Anna and Ben Hunter by James McGough
Christ the King
Sarasota
941-924-2777
Incarnation
Sarasota
941-921-6631
The Legion of Mary
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Sarasota
941-755-1826
(Hall) Marie Tessone by Joanne Wojcik
St.
Patrick
Sarasota
941-378-1703
(Church) Gerald J. Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski
St. Mary Star of the Sea
Longboat Key
941-383-1255
(L) Rick and Julia Wheal by James McGough
St.
Thomas
More
Sarasota
941-923-1691
Ex 20:1-17; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25
St. Joseph
Bradenton
941-756-3732
(Hall) George Bakker by Sam and Jane Norton
St. Michael the Archangel Siesta Key
941-349-4174
(Hall) Marie Hoffberg
Our Lady of the Angels
Lakewood Ranch
941-752-6770
(Church) Rada Korzolko by Ljuba Plisic
(Hall) For All Parishioners
B
N
A
(Church) For All Parishioners
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School
941-953-4181
(Hall/Viet) Special Intentions by the P. Family
Principal:
Mrs.
Siobhan
Young
(Church) Blanch Perez Tyler by Sister
St. Mary Academy
941-366-4010
(Hall) Lvg and Dec’d Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe
Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds

Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Patrick (PW), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF),
Fr. John (JC), Fr. Victor (VC)
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-4917

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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