
Confessions - Reconciliation Room 
Saturday 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. & 3 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday thru Friday 11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

 
Eucharistic Adoration - Carosella Chapel 

Tuesday thru Thursday 9 a.m. - Noon 
 

Rosar & Morning Prayer Devotions 
Rosary is prayed daily after the 7:30 a.m. Mass 

followed by Morning Prayer 

Mass Schedule    
Saturday  

7:30 a.m. & 8:30 a.m. 
4 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. - Vigil 

 
Sunday 

7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 p.m., & 5:30 p.m.  
7:45 a.m. Spanish - Parish Hall 

12 p.m. Vietnamese - Parish Hall  
 

Weekday 
7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 12 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. 

The Pallottines (Society of Catholic Apostolate) 
on cus ur  

200 N. Orange Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236 
Telephone 941-366-4210     Fax 941-954-8434 

Website www.stmartha.org     Facebook St. Martha Roman Catholic Church 
YouTube St. Martha Catholic Church Sarasota, FL     Instagram stmarthachurch_in_srq 
Parish Office Hours Monday thru Friday from 8 a.m. to Noon and 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 



April 2, 2023 Palm  Psalter Week I 

From our Pastor, Fr. George… 

Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
 
Sunday Sermon – Palm Sunday 
From Dn. Vern 
“My God, My God, why have you abandoned me?” 
All of us, from time to time, tend to think that God may 
have abandoned us - we think that we are left to our own 
resources, unable to cope, alone and vulnerable.  
Apparently, Jesus knew that feeling. 
    Matthew’s passion narrative, which was just proclaimed 
in today’s Palm Sunday liturgy, repeats the poignant 
expression, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”  And we are left with the puzzle of trying to figure 
out how the Son of God, Our Lord Jesus Christ---true God, 
true Man---could possibly have experienced the 
psychological abandonment that produced that outcry.  We 
can only ponder the mystery, but the very pondering of 
those words can give us strength. 
    In today’s first reading, taken from the prophet Isaiah, 
puts the following words on the lips of the Suffering 
Servant of Yahweh: “The Lord God is my help, therefore I 
am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing 
that I shall not be put to shame” (Isa 50:7). Deep down in 
His heart of hearts, Jesus knew this; he knew that he would 
not be abandoned, but in some mysterious way an 
awareness of that fact escaped his consciousness at that 
dreadful moment on the cross.  His face was set like flint, 
suggesting the presence of unshakable faith, but the 
consciousness of God’s presence was mysteriously absent. 
    Elsewhere in the Old Testament, in the Book of Genesis, 
the story is related of how Abraham was instructed to sacrifice 
his son Isaac and, although deeply troubled and confused, 
remained obedient to the Lord’s command. He proved himself 
to be up to the test. As you will recall from the Genesis 
account, “Abraham took the wood for the holocaust and laid 
it on his sons Isaac’s shoulders, while he himself carried the 
fire and the knife.  As the two walked on together, Isaac spoke 
to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ he said. ‘Yes son,’ he replied. 
Isaac continued, ‘Here are the fire and the wood, but where is 
the sheep for the holocaust?’ ‘Son,’ Abraham answered, ‘God 
himself will provide the sheep for the holocaust.’ Then the two 
continued going forward” (22:6-8)  
They continued going forward. 
    God hovered over them every step of the way unseen by 
them; they were unaware. They “continued going forward” 
and not only the eye of God but the love of God hovered 
over them every step of the way. Eventually, the voice of 
the Lord’s messenger called to Abraham, “Abraham…do 
not lay your hand on the boy…Do not the least thing to 
him.” “Again, the Lord’s messenger called to Abraham 
from heaven and said: ‘I swear by myself, says the Lord that 
because you acted as you did in not withholding from me 
your beloved son, I will bless you abundantly’” (Gen 22:12) 
    And something similar happened with Jesus on his way 
of the cross, which was retraced for you in the reading of 
the passion narrative in this Palm Sunday liturgy.  The love 
of God hovered over him every step of the way. Momentary 
expressions of that love broke through, for example, in the 
intervention of Simon of Cyrene whose shoulder eased for 
a few moments the burden of the cross weighing heavily 
on the shoulders of Jesus. But once nailed to the cross, he 

was alone, left to die. Abandoned. Or so he seemed to 
think when he cried out “My God, my God, why have 
abandoned me?” 
    Perhaps you know the feeling. Perhaps those words have 
been, at one time or another, your own. Well, as you walk 
the way of the cross in companionship and loving memory 
with Jesus today, be grateful to the courageous Christ who 
set his face like flint and walked on in a faith that did not 
fail him, toward a fate that can make sense only when 
viewed in the framework of the divine foolishness. Ask for 
the grace to see that any segment of the way of the cross 
that you are asked to walk during your short time here on 
earth is the sure and certain way to eternal glory. 
    You are called to live and die under the banner of the 
cross. The full liturgical observance of this holy week that 
begins today will help you see the divine foolishness 
outlined for you today in the reading of the passion 
narrative according to St. Matthew. 
                                                               
Holy Week – remembering the holiest days in the life of Jesus. 
Since Christ accomplished his work of human redemption 
and of the perfect glorification of God principally through 
his Passion Mystery, in which by dying he has destroyed 
our death and by rising restored our life, the sacred Paschal 
Triduum of the Passion and Resurrection of the Lord 
shines forth as the high point of the entire liturgical year. 
 
Palm Sunday – solemn entry into Jerusalem, where Jesus 
was welcomed like a king by people throwing palm branches 
under his feet and shouted: “Hosana to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Oh, King 
of Israel! Hosana in the Highest.” 
 
Chrism Mass – properly concelebrated by the bishop with 
his clergy. It is a sign of the unity and communion of the 
priests with their bishop. The blessing of the Oil of the 
Sick takes place before the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, 
but the blessing of the Oil of Catechumens and the 
consecration of the Chrism take place after Communion. 
This year: in the Cathedral on Tue. April 4th at 10.30am. 
 
Holy Thursday – The Mystery of the Last Supper of the 
Lord with his disciples at which Jesus instituted the 
Eucharist and Priesthood and, by washing his disciples’ 
feet, showed that he came to serve and taught his followers 
to do the same.  
This year especially we invite you and encourage to adore 
the Blessed Sacrament, exposed on the Altar of Repose at 
the end of our Mass of the Lord’s Supper until 10.00pm. 
 
Good Friday – We don’t celebrate Mass on this day of the 
Passion of Our Lord, or any other sacraments. This is the 
day of the Passion and death of Christ on the cross. The 
Church adores the Lord, venerates the cross, fasts, prays 
and shows love to the needy. 
 
Ecumenical Stations of the Cross on Main Street - Good 
Friday, 1,000 Marching for Jesus, Ecumenical STATIONS 
of the Cross Worship, Our Minister Plus 27 Other Pastors 
& Priests Of 14 Denominations Speaking, April 7th, 7:00 
am, Begin Gathering at Regal Hollywood Theatre, 301 & 
Main Street, Final Prayers in front of Redeemer Church, 
222 S. Palm Ave. at 8:30 am   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



If the Church parking lot is full, 

the parking lot across Fruitville Rd

also belongs to St. Martha.

Just remember to cross 

at the crosswalk!

This Week in Our Parish

Sunday, Apr 2 - Palm Sunday

8:00 a.m. Sunday Coffee - Geenen Hall

Monday, Apr 3

Tuesday, Apr 4 - St Isidore of Seville

10:30 a.m. Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wednesday, Apr 5 - St. Vincent Ferrer

9:30 a.m. Walking with a Purpose - Geenen Hall

Thursday, Apr 6 - Holy Thursday

10:00 a.m. Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

6:00 p.m. Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

Friday, Apr 7 - Good Friday

Parish Office Closed

Saturday, Apr 8 - Holy Saturday

Cler

Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof “Chris” Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C.
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

Parish Staff

Sara Brinn, Office Manager
Samantha McDonald, Business Manager
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education
Teressa McCoy, Accountant
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joseph Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Naploes, Maintenance
Blanca Goetz, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions
April 2023

We pray for the spread of peace and 
non-violence, by decreasing the use of 

weapons by States and citizens 

With prayers for God’s blessing to you 
and your family, 

Fr. George

Holy Saturday – Time of Prayer Vigil at the tomb of 
Christ. We adore Jesus in silence.

Easter Vigil – Special Easter Liturgy of fire (Blessing of 
new fire), Lighting and blessing of the Paschal Candle, 
Solemn procession with the Paschal Candle – “Lumen 
Christi” (The Light of Christ), Deacon will sing the Exultet 
(The Hymn of praise to the Paschal Candle, the symbol of 
the resurrection of Christ). Biblical readings will remind us 
of the fundamental truths of the history of salvation. Then 
we will bless the water, baptize the Catechumens and 
confirm the candidates. During the Mass our Catechumens 
and Candidates will receive the First Holy Communion and 
will be accepted as the members of the Catholic Community.

Easter Sunday – On this Solemnity of the Resurrection of 
Christ there will be a Renewal of Baptismal vows and 
sprinkling the congregation with water.                        

We pray to the Lord for the end of war in Ukraine: 
Jesus, the Prince of peace, come to our help!
You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to 
all who call to you.
Hear my prayer, Lord; listen to my cry for mercy.
When I am in distress, I call to you, because you 
answer me.
Arrogant foes are attacking me, O God; ruthless people are 
trying to kill me - they have no regard for you. But you, 
Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to 
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.
Turn to me and have mercy on me; show your strength on 
behalf of your servant; save me, because I serve you just as 
my mother did.
Give me a sign of your goodness, that my enemies may see 
it and be put to shame, for you, Lord, have helped me and 
comforted me. (Psalm 86)
Jesus, the Prince of peace, come to our help!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Bulletin Email: tmccoy@stmartha.org Pastor Email: frgeorge@stmartha.org

See the sacristan or deacon before Mass 
to request a gluten-free host.MARRIAGE BANNS

Matteo Pasqualicchio & Carrie Sollitto (2)

Vernon Dodge & Stephanie Perez (2)

“When you touch Jesus you touch lightning”

Join us for an encounter with your Lord 

that changes everything

Walking with Purpose

Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m.

Our Sympathy is extended to the 
families of all those who have recently 

passed. We pray for you and your 
loved ones, especially for:

Joyce Burmham Virginia Gager Peggy Hart

Barbara Hathaway Nancy Vertuno Jim Vaughan

Samuel Kinney William Johnson Dennis Vallo

Howard Capps Vicente Medina Lois Henry

Richard Gibbons John Paul Osman Laura Grill

Damian Rongalo Stephen Nealon John Fritz

Anthony Izzo Victoria Sancho Patrick Moreo

Mary Ann Podolak

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, and in 
conjunction with the Secretariat of Child and 

Youth Protection of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), a 
prayer is offered for the healing of victims. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Theology on Tap Sarasota takes place on the third 
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Mandeville Beer 
Garden in Sarasota, 428 N. Lemon Ave, Sarasota. All 
young adults are invited to the garden for food and 
refreshments, presentations, and discussions about the 
Catholic Faith. 

The Chrism Mass, which takes place during Holy Week every 
year, will be held at 10:30 a.m., Tuesday, April 4 at Epiphany 
Cathedral, 350 Tampa Ave. W., in Venice. During this Mass, 
the faithful of the Diocese join the Priests, Deacons, and 
Bishop Frank J. Dewane for the blessing of the Holy Oils
which are used in the administration of the Sacraments at each 
parish throughout the year. Priests and Deacons celebrating 25 
and 50 years of Ordination are recognized at this Mass. All are 
encouraged to attend in support of our clergy and to participate 
in this important Holy Week celebration. 

The annual "Yom HaShoah - Hour of Remembrance"
will be held at 2:30 p.m., Sunday, April 23, at Epiphany 
Cathedral, 350 Tampa Ave. W., Venice. Each year the 
Diocese of Venice in Florida hosts this commemoration of the 
Holocaust as an interreligious gathering bringing members of 
the Catholic and Jewish communities together to recommit to 
the promotion of peace and solidarity among all peoples. The 
guest speaker will be Father Patrick Desbois, a Catholic priest 
who has dedicated many years to locating the sites where 
Holocaust victims lie and searching for witnesses who are still 
alive today and confirming these sites. All members of the 
Jewish Community are encouraged to attend, especially 
survivors of the Holocaust and their families, as well as 
members of the Catholic Community.

The 14th Annual Ave Maria University Summer Youth 
Conference “REVEALED” invites all high school youth 
to attend. Two dates are offered: July 7 to 9 and July 14-
16.  Both weekends will be filled with faith, fellowship, 
music, and engaging speakers on the beautiful campus of 
Ave Maria University. The cost is $180.00 per person, 
with an early bird rate of $130.00 until April 1. Included is 
lodging, meals, and conference fee plus a cool t-
shirt. Email aveconferences@gmail.com, visit the website 
at www.aveconferences.com, or call 239-348-4725, for 
further information. 

DIOCESE  OF VENICE  IN FLORIDA

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Gospel readings come to life in a special way 

during Holy Week. The Holy Scripture reminds us of our 
special connection to the Holy Land where the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus took place; a place so special to 
us all and where His great story unfolded.

Every year on Good Friday, a collection is taken in 
Catholic Churches throughout the world to assist 
Christians in the Holy Land. Supporting the Church in the 
Holy Land is an historic mission; a responsibility to sustain 
the land where Jesus walked. The Holy Land Collection 
provides aid to parishes and academic institutions, helps 
keep schools open, restore and maintain homes for 
Christian families, feed the hungry and care for the elderly, 
and preserves shrines from the life of Jesus, the Apostles 
and the prophets.

The Diocese of Venice will hold a Collection for The 
Holy Land on Good Friday, April 7, 2023. The support 
received by this Collection helps to preserve a Christian 
presence in the very land made holy by the life, death and 
Resurrection of Jesus. Thank you for your generosity!

This opportunity is taken to extend to you my continued 
consideration as well as my prayers for you and your family.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane

Bishop of the Diocese of
Venice in Florida

Despite our best efforts, it can sometimes be difficult 
to recognize the profound value of human life when 
we see its full weakness and fragility. Yet, the faithful 
care of human life until its natural end is entrusted to 
every person.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Outreach Ministries 

Altar Servers Dn. Vern Smith       dcvern@stmartha.org  

Altar Society  Parish Office 941-366-4210 

Archivist Parish Office 941-366-4210 

Arimathean Ministry  Parish Office 941-366-4210 

Bethesda House Colleen McMenamin 941-366-1886 

Catholic Charities  Joan Pierse 941-355-4680 

Community Pregnancy Clinics  941-260-5427  

Casa Santa Marta  941-366-4448 

Choir/Cantor Virginia Bray 941-366-4210 

Council of Catholic Women     Parish Office 941-366-4210 

Development Committee Parish Office 941-366-4210 

Eucharist Adoration Parish Office 941-366-4210 

Extraordinary Ministers  Dc. Pat Macaulay   dcpatrick@stmartha.org   

Finance Council John Corey              coreyjjj5@gmail.com  

Family Ministry Gary Kerschner        fmosm@comcast.net  

Herrig Caritas (9-11 a.m., M-F)   Tony Cocco, Chair 941-366-5620 

Hospitality Ministry Beth Cannata 941-321-2953 

Jail Ministry Dc. Kevin McKenney  kmckenney55@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus  David Kiszak 941-928-8388 

Lectors                                                Dc. Pat Macaulay   dcpatrick@stmartha.org  

O.C.I.A Sue Thompson       suehome2@verizon.net 

Parish Council  Beth Cannata 941-321-2953 

Prayer Line Parish Office 941-366-4210 

Respect Life Ministry Parish Office 941-366-4210 

Rosary Makers Maxine Brand 941-374-6605  

Solve Maternity Homes Peggy Kerwin 941-748-0094 

Ushers Dc. Bill Ladroga   dcbill@stmartha.org 

Volunteer Coordinator Stuart Love 941-780-7834  

Witness to Love Jim & Agnes Rutushni 941-960-5128 

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 

St. Jude Sarasota 941-955-3934 

Christ the King Sarasota 941-924-2777 

Incarnation Sarasota 941-921-6631 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Sarasota 941-755-1826 

St. Patrick Sarasota 941-378-1703 

St. Mary Star of the Sea Longboat Key 941-383-1255 

St. Thomas More Sarasota 941-923-1691 

St. Joseph Bradenton 941-756-3732 

St. Michael the Archangel Siesta Key 941-349-4174 

Our Lady of the Angels Lakewood Ranch 941-752-6770 

Bishop Nevins Academy 

4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 

     St. Martha Catholic School  941-953-4181 

        Principal: Mrs. Siobhan Young  

     St. Mary Academy 941-366-4010 

        Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds  

Cardinal Mooney High School   

4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 941-371-4917 

Diocese of Venice 
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 941-484-9543 

Weekly Mass Intentions 

Sun., Apr. 2 Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14—27:66 

7:30 a.m. [GS] Ryan Halstead by Mother 

7:45 a.m. [CG] (Hall/Span) Maria Occhino by Karen,  Ken L.., Angela  &  Phil M. 

9:00 a.m. [CF] Harry E. Hammond by Ursula and Bob 

9:00 a.m.                           [JR] (Hall) Chesterine and Henry Drabicki by the Ordonez Family 

10:30 a.m. [GS] For All Parishioners   

12:00 p.m. [JR] Brian & Myriam by Mom and Daughter 

12:00 p.m. [JV] (Hall/Viet) Special Intentions 

5:30 p.m. [GS] Lvg & Dec’d Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe & Betty 

Mon., Apr. 3 Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11 

7:30 a.m. [JV] (L) Marcella Levin by Friend 

8:30 a.m. [GS] (L) The Roger DuFour Family by Kathryn and Lee Edstrom 

12:00 p.m. [JR] L&D Mbrs of the Mayson & Maynard Fam. by the Jayson Family 

5:30 p.m. [JR] Diego Cueva by the Family 

Tues., Apr. 4 Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 

7:30 a.m. [GS] (L) The Roger DuFour Family by Kathryn & Lee Edstrom 

8:30 a.m. [JR] Marie Hoffberg 

12:00 p.m. [CF] (L) Louise and Joanie by Friend 

5:30 p.m. [JR]   John Joseph Day, Jr. by Andrea and Joe 

Wed., Apr. 5 Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25 

7:30 a.m.  [JR] Lindsay Bechtel Zetts by Pat Schoeman 

8:30 a.m. [CF] Richard and Anita Ryan by Patty and Dave Beesley 

12:00 p.m. [CF] Gene McLoone by Ellen Roderick 

5:30 p.m. [GS] (L) Mary McGruder by John 

Thurs., Apr. 6 Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 

7:00 p.m. [CF] Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

7:30 p.m. [JV] (Hall/Viet) Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Adoration 

Fri., Apr. 7 Is 52:13—53:12; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1—19:42 

12:00 p.m. [FS] Marion Stations of the Cross 

3:00 p.m. [JR] Passion Liturgy 

5:00 p.m. [GS] Passion Liturgy 

7:00 p.m. [CF]    Passion Liturgy 

7:30 p.m. [JV] (Hall/Viet) Passion Liturgy 

Sat., Apr. 8 Gn 1:1—2:2; Gn 22:1-18; Ex 14:15—15:1;  

  Is 54:5-14; Is 55:1-11; Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4;  

  Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Rom 6:3-11; Mt 28:1-10 

12:00 p.m.     [CF] Blessing of the Food Baskets 

8:30 p.m. [GS] Easter Vigil 

8:30 p.m.    [JV] (Hall/Viet) Easter Vigil 

Sun., Apr. 9 Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9 

6:30 a.m. [FS] For All Parishioners 

7:30 a.m. [CF] For All Parishioners 

7:45 a.m. [CG] (Hall/Span) For All Parishioners 

9:00 a.m. [GS] For All Parishioners 

9:00 a.m. [JR] (Hall) For All Parishioners 

10:30 a.m. [FS] For All Parishioners  

10:30 a.m [GS] (Hall) For All Parishioners 

12:00 p.m. [CF] For All Parishioners 

12:00 p.m. [JV] (Hall/Viet) For All Parishioners 

5:30 p.m. [JR] For All Parishioners 

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF), Fr. Joseph (JV), 
 Fr. Celestino (CG), Fr. Fausto (FS) 
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