
Confessions - Reconciliation Room 
Saturday 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. & 3 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday thru Friday 11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

 
Eucharistic Adoration - Carosella Chapel 

Tuesday thru Thursday 9 a.m. - Noon 
 

Rosary & Morning Prayer Devotions 
Rosary is prayed daily after the 7:30 a.m. Mass 

followed by Morning Prayer 

Mass Schedule    
Saturday  

7:30 a.m. & 8:30 a.m. 
4 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. - Vigil 

 
Sunday 

7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 p.m., & 5:30 p.m.  
7:45 a.m. Spanish - Parish Hall 

12 p.m. Vietnamese - Parish Hall  
 

Weekday 
7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 12 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. 

The Pallottines (Society of Catholic Apostolate) 

U.S.A. National Circus Church  

200 N. Orange Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236 
Telephone 941-366-4210     Fax 941-954-8434 

Website www.stmartha.org     Facebook St. Martha Roman Catholic Church 
YouTube St. Martha Catholic Church Sarasota, FL     Instagram stmarthachurch_in_srq 
Parish Office Hours Monday thru Friday from 8 a.m. to Noon and 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 



May 07, 2023 5th Sunday of Easter Psalter Week I 

From our Pastor, Fr. George… 

Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
 
Sunday Sermon – 5th Sunday of Easter 
From Dc. Vern 
Phillip does you a great favor by making the request you hear 
in today’s Gospel from John: “ Master, show us the Father.” 
    I say Phillip is doing you a favor by making this request, 
because he sets the stage for a wonderful lesson from your 
Master Teacher. In response to the question, Jesus tells us 
all that anyone who sees him—observes him preaching, 
teaching, healing, helping – is seeing God the Father at 
work. Well, you may be asking what’s so special about 
that? Let me try to explain. 
    You believe in the triune God — Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The mystery of Trinity is beyond your grasp.  You 
accept it only on faith; you understand it incompletely at 
best. In other words, you could use some help in grasping 
the mystery of the Trinity, in coming up with a satisfactory 
answer to the question: What is God like? 
    Moreover, you worship an unseen God.  You call God 
“Father,” and so you should, but you cannot see your 
heavenly Father. You can see him in the effects of what he 
has done for you as a Creator. The beauty of nature reflects 
the beauty of the Creator. You can see in him the goodness 
of those around you. The goodness of those you meet in 
your journey through life reflects the goodness of God your 
Father. You see the effects of his divine power in the 
powerful forces of nature. But you can see his love—and 
remember, God is love—you can see his love only in love 
made plain for you in human form. And no one does that for 
you better than Jesus Christ, the Son, the divine person who 
is, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit, your one God. 
    “Master show us the Father.” And Jesus asks, with just 
a hint of exasperation, “Have I been with you for so long a 
time, and you still do not know me, Philip?  Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the father and 
the Father is in me?” 
    Pick up on that suggestion, follow that direction. Look 
at the Jesus you meet in the pages of the gospel and see—
when you are looking at Jesus – a reflection, not just a 
reminder, but a reflection of the all-powerful Father – your 
Father who is in heaven. 
    For example, let me take you to the road that leads out 
of a city called Nain.  You have been there before. You 
found it in the seventh chapter of Luke’s Gospel where you 
fell into step with Jesus and his disciples and a rather large 
crowd walking along when they came upon a small funeral 
procession at the city gate.  The only son of a widowed 
mother was being carried out to burial. Luke’s account 
tells you, “When the Lord saw her [the widowed mother] 
he was moved with pity for her and said to her, ‘Do not 
weep.’ He stepped forward and touched the coffin; at this 
the bearers halted, and he said. ‘Young man, I tell you 
arise.’ The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus 
gave him to his mother” (Luke 7:13-15). 
    Now, remember, “whoever sees me, sees the Father.” 
You see Jesus stretch out his hand to touch the coffin that 
carried the dead man’s body. As you look at the 
outstretched hand, recall the many biblical references to 
God’s strong right arm, to the hand of God that will uphold 

the just and defend them from their enemies; recall the 
references to the hand of God in the psalms and the 
prophets, and then see here – as you watch Jesus – see the 
Father at work. See the divine pity as the divine power. 
See the Father, the heavenly Father, the all-powerful 
Father, moved with compassion for a poor widow. In the 
loving touch of Jesus see the loving touch of your Father. 
    Just watch Jesus, if you need help grasping an 
understanding of what God your Father is like. 
    Other examples abound in the four Gospels. Observe 
Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman at the well. Listen to 
his conversation with the woman taken in adultery. Watch 
him inviting Zacchaeus to climb down from the sycamore 
tree and then you can follow the two of them into the home 
of Zacchaeus. What a house blessing that was! See Jesus 
feeding the five thousand. In all these compelling scenes 
you are seeing the Father. Why? Because “Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father.” And put yourself in the 
place of those to whom Jesus is talking and ministering in 
these various events.  Just a little imagination will enable 
you to let Jesus (and the Father) deal directly with you. Go 
ahead and let it happen. 
    It is important that you apply all this to yourself. The 
father is within reach – his reach of you; your reach of him. 
He is there – with you, around you, indeed within you. And 
he relates to you with compassion and pity just as Jesus 
reached out to encourage, heal, and befriend those he met 
along the way: “Whoever sees, me sees the Father.” 
    Let these thoughts sink into you very soul. They are 
insulation against loneliness, fear, and discouragement.  
All your life long, you’ve been hearing priest and fellow 
believers say, “May the Lord be with you.” Well, it’s time 
to convince yourself of the fact that the Lord is indeed with 
you – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And this is the same 
Lord who says to you, as he said to his disciples centuries 
ago, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Ask for the 
grace today, to be able to take him at his word! If you do, 
you will surely know where you are going; and you will, 
by God’s grace, be a person of peace and purpose. 
 
Congratulations Confirmandi! 
Our 29 young students have received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation from bishop Frank J. Dewane on Thursday, 
April 29, well done! May the Holy Spirit renew your faith 
and bless your families and your sponsors! Thanks, the 
whole team of parents, teachers and catechists.  
 
Closure of “Bethesda House” 
Colleen and Margaret who work for Catholic Charities in 
the “Bethesda House” at 1670 4th Street are retiring from 
their work for people with AIDS and HIV positive. The 
demand for the service they offer has gone down in recent 
years mainly because of medical treatment improvements 
and better care given to them by various groups of people 
and institutions. The Bethesda House was opened in St. 
Martha’s parish in 1990 and then when Fr. Fausto came to 
the parish, he asked Sr. Frances Nevolo to become a 
director of the house. This beautiful ministry went on for 
34 years and so many parishioners were helping in it. 
Many people benefited in many various ways from this 
day center providing all practical and life improving 
charity. Thank you so much everyone for your help in 
Bethesda House! 
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This Week in Our Parish 

Sunday, May 7 

Monday, May 8 

Tuesday, May 9 

10:30 a.m. Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room 

Wednesday, May 10 - Bl. Damien Joseph de Veuster of Moloka’I 

Thursday, May 11 

10:00 a.m. Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall 

6:00 p.m. Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall 

Friday, May 12 - SS. Nereus & Achilleus & St. Pancras 

Saturday, May 13 

With prayers for God’s blessing to you  
and your family,  

Fr. George 

Tom Patt (RIP) 
Let’s offer our prayers for Tom’s eternal repose following 
his death on April 30th. With thanksgiving for his Sacristy 
ministry in St. Martha’s parish, we pray also for his family 
and ask God for consolation, courage and faith. Eternal 
Rest grant unto him o Lord! 
 
Many people are sacramentally blessed at this Easter time. 
We had one person, who was baptized and fifteen who 
were confirmed and had their First Communion at Easter 
Vigil Mass. Last Thursday twenty-nine young students 
were confirmed by Bp. Dewane in our church and there 
will be four special Masses in our parish in May to 
celebrate the First Holy Communion of our Grade 2 
children from Religious Education classes and from St. 
Martha’s School. They also had their Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. We thank God for them, we congratulate 
them and pray for them!   
   
May Devotion – Litany to Our Lady 
We have the image of Our Lady in the Sanctuary placed 
for this month of May, which marks the beginning of the 
Fatima apparitions of Mary to Lucy, Jacinta, and 
Francesco in 1917 and which lasted until October. So, in 
May, we usually pray the Litany to Our Lady after each 
weekday Mass. We include the intentions and prayer 
requests of all in our parish who need help at this time.   
                                 
St. John Paul II Prayer for Vocations: 
Lord Jesus, as once you called the first disciples and made 
them fishers of men, continue to let resound today Your 
sweet invitation: “Come and follow me.” Grant to men and 
women in our day the grace and trust to respond to Your 
voice. Sustain our bishops, priests and consecrated souls in 
their apostolic work. 
Give perseverance to our seminarians and to all those 
living a life of total consecration to Your service. 
Enkindle in our communities a missionary zeal. Send, 
Lord, workers into Your fields to feed and guide Your 
flock as Good Shepherds in imitation of You. 
Mary, Mother of the Church, Model of Vocations, help us 
to say “Yes” to the Lord who calls each one of us to play 
our part in His plan of salvation. Amen 

Congratulations to the  
St. Martha School student,   

Gabriela Wilk  
who won the Most Holy Eucharist Devotional Art 

Competition for the Diocese of Venice. Only 7 
students’ artwork was selected out of over 500 entries! 

Nicholas Beatrice  Cardin Nguyen  
Samuel Brozek Cody Nguyen 

Mia Cook Eammon Nowadly 
Grant Eliason Ashley Olah 
Julie Haller  Stephen Ploquin 

Daniel Krajewski Marcela Pizzurro 
Bode LaBelle  Nicholas Rizzo 

Xander LaBelle  Sinayah Santos 
Do Quyen Le  George Shields 

Chloe Macaluso Charles Taphouse 
Claire Macaluso Nicholas Torres 
Rylie Mitchell Torrey Truong 

Megan Mroczkowski Tracy Truong 
Dylan Murphy Lucia Via-Reque 

Michael Navarro-Lenza  

Congratulations Confirmandi! 
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Safe Environment Training

The Diocese of Venice requires that all employees and
volunteers who work with children and/or vulnerable
adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe Environment prior 
to beginning employment or volunteering. 

For further details on Safe Environment, please visit https://
dioceseofvenice.org/offices/programs/safeenvironment/. 

Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of 
Children and Families at 800-962-2873. Further, if 
Diocesan personnel or volunteers are involved, also notify 
the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, Susan 
Benton, at 941-416-6114. 

Bulletin Email: tmccoy@stmartha.org Pastor Email: frgeorge@stmartha.org

Clergy

Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof “Chris” Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C.
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

Parish Staff

Sara Brinn, Office Manager
Samantha McDonald, Business Manager
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education
Teressa McCoy, Accountant
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joseph Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Naploes, Maintenance
Blanca Goetz, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

MARRIAGE BANNS

Nghia Nguyen & Dinh Quach (1)

Shane Sconyers & Sasha Aristy (1)

The Diocese of Venice and St. Martha Parish sponsor a 
number of Respect Life activities.  These include prayer 
walks for life at the local Planned Parenthood facility, 
located just six blocks from the Church on Central 
Avenue.  We are encouraged to demonstrate our 
support for life in this way, particularly on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays – abortion days at the facility.  For 
additional information on Diocesan Respect Life 
programs, please contact Kate Shaver, our parish 
Respect Life representative at ksshaver@comcast.net.

“Without a foundational, practical formation, it is 
difficult for our consciences to guide us well in concrete 
situations. As Catholics, we have the immense gift of 
the teaching authority of the Catholic Church and can 
turn to it for help forming our consciences. For example, 
learning about Christian moral principles, reading 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, or researching 
what the Church says about a challenging teaching will 
help us grow in knowledge of the truth.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, “Understanding Conscience

If arriving late to Mass you will need to use the main entrance of the Church. 
Push door bars have been installed on all side doors in the church. The doors will 

be locked when Mass begins but you can exit the Church at any time.

The Knights of Columbus Hall at 4880 
Fruitville Rd., is open for Happy Hour 
every Wednesday from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Reduced prices on drinks and food 
specials available. All are welcome!

St. Martha Parish is in need of Offertory Counters to 
join the counting team (some financial experience is 
helpful). For more information, contact Teressa at 941-
366-4210 ext 3251 or tmccoy@stmartha.org.
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Theology on Tap Sarasota takes place on the third 
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Mandeville Beer 
Garden in Sarasota, 428 N. Lemon Ave, Sarasota. All 
young adults are invited to the garden for food and 
refreshments, presentations, and discussions about the 
Catholic Faith. 

May Monthly Day of Prayer continues at off-site locations 
while Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center continues
to recover from Hurricane Ian. The day begins at 9:30 a.m. 
with continental breakfast, and includes two conferences, 
lunch, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass, and opportunities for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, private meditation, and 
prayer. The day concludes with Mass that ends at 3:15 p.m.
For the May sessions, Father Shawn Monahan, OMV, will 
be the presenter. The topic for both days is “Two Gifts: 
Anger and Forgiveness,” as Father Monahan concludes the 
series of “Healing our Broken Hearts”. The cost is $40. 
The May events are Wednesday, May 10, at the Our Lady 
of Lourdes Education Center, 1301 Center Road, Venice, 
or Sunday May 14, at Epiphany Cathedral Parish Center, 
310 Sarasota St., Venice. To register, please visit https://
olph-retreat.org/monthly-day-of-prayer

Pierogi Dinner - On Saturday, May 20 from 4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Saints Cosmas & Damian Council 13341 of the Knights of 
Columbus will be hosting a (Polish) Pierogi Dinner at Our 
Lady of the Angels Church in Lakewood Ranch. The net  
proceeds of the event will go to the parish building fund. 

Catholic Medical Association Boot Camp & Leadership 
Meeting hosted by the Catholic Medical Association 
(CMA) will be from June 11 to June 18 at Ave Maria 
University. In addition, there will be a CMA Leadership 
Training Meeting from June 16 to June 18. For more 
information, please visit cathmed.org or call 484-270-8002.

The 14th Annual Ave Maria University Summer Youth 
Conference “REVEALED” invites all high school youth 
to attend. Two dates are offered: July 7 to 9 and July 14-16. 
Both weekends will be filled with faith, fellowship, music, 
and engaging speakers on the beautiful campus of Ave Maria
University. The cost is $180.00 per person, with an early bird
rate of $130.00 until April 1. Included is lodging, meals, and
conference fee plus a t-shirt. Email aveconferences@gmail.com, 
visit the website at www.aveconferences.com, or call 239-
348-4725, for further information. 

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions
May 2023

We pray that Church movements and groups
may rediscover their mission of evangelization 
each day, placing their own charisms at the 
service of needs in the world.

Join Bishop Frank J. Dewane at 8:30 a.m. on the last Friday of each month for his monthly radio program on 
Relevant Radio on 106.7 FM and 1410 AM in Fort Myers and 93.3 FM (NEW) and 1660 AM and in Naples

Outside of the listening area, visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/our-bishop/relevant-radio-podcasts.

Emmaus Journey Bible Study

Please join us on Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.

We will continue through the summer! 
Bring your Bible and a desire to share and 

learn with fellow participants. All are welcome!
Our facilitator is parishioner Lindy Donahue. 
For further information, contact Lindy at 

724-263-8285 or lindydonahue@mac.com.
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Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers Dn. Vern Smith       dcvern@stmartha.org  
Altar Society  Parish Office 941-366-4210 
Archivist Parish Office 941-366-4210 
Arimathean Ministry  Parish Office 941-366-4210 
Bethesda House Colleen McMenamin 941-366-1886 
Catholic Charities  Joan Pierse 941-355-4680 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  941-260-5427  
Casa Santa Marta  941-366-4448 
Choir/Cantor Virginia Bray 941-366-4210 
Council of Catholic Women     Parish Office 941-366-4210 
Development Committee Parish Office 941-366-4210 
Eucharist Adoration Parish Office 941-366-4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  Dc. Pat Macaulay   dcpatrick@stmartha.org   
Finance Council John Corey              coreyjjj5@gmail.com  
Family Ministry Gary Kerschner        fmosm@comcast.net  
Herrig Caritas (9-11 a.m., M-F)   Tony Cocco, Chair 941-366-5620 
Hospitality Ministry Beth Cannata 941-321-2953 
Jail Ministry Dc. Kevin McKenney  kmckenney55@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus  David Kiszak 941-928-8388 
Lectors                                                Dc. Pat Macaulay   dcpatrick@stmartha.org  
O.C.I.A Sue Thompson       suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council  Beth Cannata 941-321-2953 
Prayer Line Parish Office 941-366-4210 
Respect Life Ministry Kate Shaver           ksshaver@comcast.net 

Rosary Makers Maxine Brand 941-374-6605  
Solve Maternity Homes Peggy Kerwin 941-748-0094 
Ushers Dc. Bill Ladroga   dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator Stuart Love 941-780-7834  
Witness to Love Jim & Agnes Rutushni 941-960-5128 

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude Sarasota 941-955-3934 
Christ the King Sarasota 941-924-2777 
Incarnation Sarasota 941-921-6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Sarasota 941-755-1826 
St. Patrick Sarasota 941-378-1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea Longboat Key 941-383-1255 
St. Thomas More Sarasota 941-923-1691 
St. Joseph Bradenton 941-756-3732 
St. Michael the Archangel Siesta Key 941-349-4174 
Our Lady of the Angels Lakewood Ranch 941-752-6770 

Bishop Nevins Academy 
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
     St. Martha Catholic School  941-953-4181 
        Principal: Mrs. Siobhan Young  

     St. Mary Academy 941-366-4010 
        Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds  

Cardinal Mooney High School   
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 941-371-4917 

Diocese of Venice 
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 941-484-9543 Weekly Mass Intentions 

Sun., May 7 Acts 6:1-7; 1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12 
7:30 a.m. [CF] Ryan Halstead by Mother 
7:45 a.m. [CG] (Hall/Span) Dania Acosta by Father 
9:00 a.m. [CF] Marie Parisi by Mr. and Mrs. Nado Stipanov 
9:00 a.m.                           [GS] (Hall) (L) Special Intentions of  Al Zucaro by Catherine 

10:30 a.m. [JR] For All Parishioners   
12:00 p.m. [GS] Frank Cikovic by Marion 
12:00 p.m. [JV] (Hall/Viet) Special Intentions 
5:30 p.m. [GS] L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty 

Mon., May 8 Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14:21-26 
7:30 a.m. [JV] Fr. Damien DuQuesnay by Friend 
8:30 a.m. [JR] Janine Kowalski by Susie 
12:00 p.m. [JR] Nick Linkowitz by George Phillips 
5:30 p.m. [GS] Charles Thornton & David Morantte by Jim Stefan 
Tues., May 9 Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a 
7:30 a.m. [CF] Monica Storm by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30 a.m. [GS] Dec’d Mbrs of the Zucaro Family by Catherine Giblin 
12:00 p.m. [CF] (L) Louise and Joanie by Friend 
5:30 p.m. [JR]   Marie Hoffberg 
Wed., May 10 Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8 
7:30 a.m.  [GS] Uncles Bill and Eddie by Claire Collins 
8:30 a.m. [GS] Domingo Tengco by Romie Tengco 
12:00 p.m. [JR] Fr. Patrick by Ann Crowley 
5:30 p.m. [JR] Fr. Patrick by Jean Berkey 
Thurs., May 11 Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11 
7:30 a.m. [CF] Betty Smith by Daughter 
8:30 a.m. [JR] John Fritz by Elaine Coccia 
12:00 p.m. [CF] Fred Tancke by George Phillips 
5:30 p.m. [FS] Jacqueline Letourneau by Linda Blouin 
Fri., May 12 Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17 
7:30 a.m. [JV] Mark Kassis by Vivian Cruz 
8:30 a.m. [CF] (L) Adrian McGough by James and Mary McGough 
12:00 p.m. [GS] (L) Joann Desrosiers by Alison 
5:30 p.m. [CF]    L & D Mbrs of the Julie Tierney Family by Friend 
Sat., May 13 Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 
7:30 a.m. [JR] Camille Sorensen by Ulla Ikle 
8:30 a.m. [JV]] Scott and Billy Sargent by Nellie Sargent 
4:00 p.m.     [CF] Janine Prima by Karen Prima and Family 
4:00 p.m. [GS] (Hall) ((L) Carl & Cynthia Campbell 50th Anniv. by the Family 
5:30 p.m.    [FS] Joseph Yolanda & Richard Nandin by Silvana Nandin 
Sun., May 14 Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Pt 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21 
7:30 a.m. [CF] For All Mothers 
7:45 a.m. [CG] (Hall/Span) For All Mothers 
9:00 a.m. [FS] For All Mothers 
10:30 a.m. [GS] For All Mothers  
12:00 p.m. [JR] For All Mothers 
12:00 p.m. [JV] (Hall/Viet) For All Mothers 
5:30 p.m. [GS] For All Mothers 

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF), Fr. Joseph (JV), 

 Fr. Celestino (CG), Fr. Fausto (FS) 
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