


“May we always  
recognize you  
in our midst;  

may we come one day  
to see you face to face,  
to be with you forever. “ 

– Special prayer for Corpus Christi Sunday

From Our Pastor, Father George
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
Sunday Sermon – The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ   
From Father Jan:  
Saint Theresa Benedicta – Edith Stein shared the story: It happened that when 
she was still an atheist and philosopher, she was having in the city she lived in 
a friend, and she was showing her the beautiful places around. They went to see 
the cathedral church. When they went in there was nobody there except one  
woman kneeling in the pews before the Blessed Sacrament and praying. Edith 
started to think it must be The Living God present in the tabernacle otherwise the 
women would never be so involved in prayer. That was one of the many things 
that made her belief in God and in Christ later.

During the 40 years when The Israelites was walking towards the land of  
promise they were fed by God with the manna, the bread from heaven. Fathers 
of the church compared our Christian lives as journey towards our promised 
land which is heaven. To have life, strength, energy, we are fed with the True 
Bread from Heaven – The Body and Blood of Christ. 
He Himself said: I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of 
the world.

The Jews quarreled among themselves saying: How can 
this man give us his flesh to eat? Also, some of Jesus` 
disciples were scandalized about eating His flesh and left 
His company, returning to their previous lives. It was the 
turning point to Judas Iscariot to stop to believe in Jesus, 
because he allowed the devil to enter his heart. 

The same problems appeared in the 16 century during 
the reformation. Some of the Christians who called 
themselves Protestants abandoned the believe in the 
real presence of Jesus in The Holly Eucharist and 
decided it was just the symbolic but not real. 

In the 6 chapter of the Gospel of John Jesus teaching his disciples about eating 
His Flesh is using not the word eat in Greek esthio but the more striking term 
trogo to munch or chew. He introduces the concept of drinking his blood,  
which has nothing to do with multiplication of loaves – the precipitating event  
for this discourse – and only makes sense if Jesus is moving toward a Eucharistic  
application in his discourse. Eating animal blood was forbidden in the Old  
Testament because the life … is in the blood God does not want us to share in  
the life of animals, but the Blood of Christ is the Blood of God, and he does  
want us to share in divine life.

Our reflection on these Scripture passages for Corpus Christi should cause us great 
joy, and thanksgiving, first of all, for God’s tremendous provision for our needs, 
both physical and spiritual, the greatest sign of which is his daily gift of The 
Eucharist, The Flesh of His own Son, for us.

It should also help us to increase our Eucharistic devotion. To come often and 
kneeling to adore living God, Jesus, present in tabernacle for us.   

Special prayer for Corpus Christi Sunday:
Lord Jesus Christ,  
we thank you for your presence in this Eucharist  
in the people gathered,  
in the priest,  
in the Word proclaimed  
and in the sacrament of your Body and Blood. May we always recognize you 
in our midst; may we come one day to see you face to face, to be with you 
forever.  
Amen.

Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus – Fri. June 16, 2023 
The Feast dates back to 1673, when a French nun who belonged to the Order 
of the Visitation of Holy Mary (Visitandines) in eastern France began to receive 
visions about the Sacred Heart. Jesus appeared to Sister Margaret Mary Alacoque 
and revealed ways to venerate his Sacred Heart and explained the immense love 
he has for humanity, appearing with his heart visible outside his chest, on fire, 
and surrounded by a crown of thorns. These different ways include partaking in 
a holy hour on Thursdays and the reception of the Eucharist on the first Friday 

of every month. Jesus told Sister Margaret Mary: My 
Sacred Heart is so intense in its love for men, and for 
you in particular, that not being able to contain within it 
the flames of its ardent charity, they must be transmitted 
through all means.
Our Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
On each Friday of the month of June there will be 
prayer of the Litany to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
after each Mass, with the statue of the Sacred Heart 
placed in the sanctuary for this special occasion. Let’s 
ask Christ to show his mercy and grant us his blessing!
Outside church walls works will begin soon 
There will be workers and possibly the scaffolding  
outside our church building within a week or two, to 
wash, repoint and seal the bricks on the entire church 
building. This shouldn’t disturb our Masses and other 
celebrations held inside the church. 
May God bless all holiday makers!  

St. Patrick’s prayer: Love, blessed Trinity of three, Bound in unity, Who guides my 
journey. I will arise with strength of heaven, Trusting in Your light, To guide my 
journey, Shine before me, Lead me home. Power to guide me, might to hold me, 
Wisdom teach me, watching o’er me. Ear to hear me, hand to guard me, Love to 
conquer every fear.
Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season 
0 God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. The 
Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude. You are 
still the Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger over which 
we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant, can awake from 
its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our land, and 
spread chaos and disaster. During this hurricane season we turn to You, 0 loving 
Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and whose 
wounds seem to refuse to heal with the passing of time. O Virgin, Star of the 
Sea, our beloved Mother we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so 
that spared from the calamities common to this area and animated with a true 
spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the 
heavenly Jerusalem, where a storm-less eternity awaits us. Amen.
Next Sunday, June 18: 11th Sunday of the Year
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,  
Father George
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This Week  
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Tuesday, June 13 St. Anthony of Padua 
10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Thursday, June 15 
10am Lectio Divina - Geenan Hall 
6pm Lectio Divina - Geenan Hall

Friday, June 16  
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Saturday, June 17  
Immaculate Heart of Mary

Thank you, Mrs. Siobhan Young, for your 17 years of dedication, commitment, and leadership  
 that you provided to our St. Martha School.  We wish you success and happiness on your next journey.

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald, Business Manager
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joseph Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Naploes, Maintenance
Blanca Goetz, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

Donations Needed 
Casa San Juan Bosco Farmworker Housing  

of Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice, Inc.,  
is in need of new or used sewing machines for their  

child, adult, and senior sewing classes. 
This program teaches valuable sewing skills  

to students of all ages. 

If you would like to order a sewing machine, drop-off,  
or ship a new or used sewing machine, please send to  

Casa San Juan Bosco,  
2358 SE Arnold Andrews Avenue, Arcadia FL 34268.  

For more details please call 863.213.1853.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
For over 15 years, the Church in Africa has continued to grow despite many 
economic and social challenges. The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa of the 
U.S. Bishops’ Conference provides the support needed to overcome these challenges 
by offering assistance for the formation of religious sisters and brothers and other 
pastoral ministries that address the needs of the rapidly growing African Church.
This Solidarity Fund also works to foster lasting peace and reconciliation in a  
continent often marked by division and tension. One such example was the  
organization of a congress for youth that focused on citizenship and Christian  
education. The congress provided training sessions to hundreds of youth leaders 
focusing on citizenship, Christian Education and mutual respect for the physical  
well  being of neighbors. These empowered youth leaders can help spread peace  
and unity in places affected by conflict and separation.
The Collection for Solidarity with the Church in Africa is scheduled in the Diocese 
of Venice for the weekend of June 10 and 11, 2023. When you contribute to the 
Collection for Solidarity with the Church in Africa, you pass on the Joy of Faith and 
help your brothers and sisters in Africa grow closer to Christ and to the Church.  
Please be generous in your response to the appeal.
I take this opportunity to extend to you my continued consideration and my prayers!
Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of  Venice in Florida
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parish Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Archivist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parish Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . Parish Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joan Pierse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virginia Bray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women  . . . . . . . . Parish Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Development Committee  . . . . . . . . . Parish Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . Parish Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . . . . . . . . . . .dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Corey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.321.2953 
Jail Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Kevin McKenney  . . . . . . . . . . .kmckenney55@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus  . . . . . . . . . . . David Kiszak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . . . . . . . . . . .dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sue Thompson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . . . . . . . . Peggy Kerwin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.748.0094 
Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Bill Ladroga .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Stuart Love  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jim & Agnes Rutushni  . . . . . . . . . . .941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . . . . . . . . Sarasota  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Longboat Key .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel  . . . . . . . . . Siesta Key  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . . . . . . . . Lakewood Ranch  . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Principal Mrs. Siobhan Young 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy  . . . . . . . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.371.4917The Vietnamese Ministry Our Lady of Lavang 

celebrated all mothers in May.
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Upcoming Events 
Theology on Tap Sarasota All young adults are  
invited to the Garden for food, refreshments, presentations, and discussions  
about the Catholic Faith. Third Thursday, Monthly at 7pm  
Mandeville Beer Garden 428 N. Lemon Ave, Sarasota

Catholic Medical Association Boot Camp & 
Leadership Meeting hosted by the Catholic Medical  
Association (CMA) is from June 11-June 18 at Ave Maria University. 
In addition, there will be a CMA Leadership Training Meeting from  
June 16-18. cathmed.org / 484.270.8002.

Independence Day Parade - Ave Maria Parish hosts  
the 7th Annual God Bless America: Independence Day Bike and  
Golf Cart Parade on Tuesday, July 4 from 10am, at the Piazza in  
front of the Church, 5088 Annunciation Circle, Ave Maria. Sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus, Ave Maria Assembly 3862, the route is approximately  
two miles long with a shorter route available. Bikes, trikes, golf carts,  
skateboards, and stroller are welcome. The ride also includes a reflection  
of freedom, patriotic songs, prayer for our country and the Blessing of Bikes.  
For more information call 239.261.5555.

The 14th Annual Ave Maria University  
Summer Youth Conference REVEALED invites all  
high school youth to attend a weekend filled with faith, fellowship, music,  
and engaging speakers on the beautiful campus of Ave Mari University.  
July 7-9 and July 14-16. $180 per person, early bird $130 until April 1. 
Included is lodging, meals, Conference fee plus a t-shirt. 239.348.4725 / 
aveconferences.com / aveconferences@gmail.com 

Prison Ministry - Volunteers Needed! Join the team of Diocesan 
volunteers who enter county jails and state prisons within the Diocese of Venice 
to do pastoral ministry, distribute the Eucharist and facilitate programs. Priests, 
Deacons, and Lay volunteers are encouraged to assist in this ministry. You  
will participate in an orientation before entering the facility and will shadow 
 experienced volunteers until you feel comfortable. Times and days vary 
by facility. Please contact Joe Mallof 224.217.7139 or Bob Hiniker 
863.558.0407 to learn where you can fit into this joyful opportunity. 

Youth and Young Adults - Totus Tuus Summer Camp  
Program! Totus Tuus (a Latin phrase meaning totally yours) is a summer 
Catholic youth camp program dedicated to sharing the Gospel and promoting 
the Catholic faith through evangelization, catechesis, Christian witness, and 
Eucharistic worship. The weeklong Parish summer catechetical camp program 
assists parents and parishes in evangelizing and catechizing youth by  
complementing the work they are already doing at the parish and at home.  
To register for one of the camps, or for additional information, please visit  
the Diocese of Venice website.

The Diocese of Venice and St. Martha Parish sponsor  
a number of Respect Life activities including prayer 

walks for life at the local Planned Parenthood facility, 
located six blocks from the Church on Central Avenue. 

We are encouraged to demonstrate our 
support for life in this way, particularly on Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays – abortion days at the facility. 

For additional information on Diocesan Respect Life 
programs, please contact Kate Shaver, our parish 

Respect Life representative at ksshaver@comcast.net.

Couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage in the Catholic Church.  
A volunteer team of married couples and a priest, share information, 
enabling couples to be more aware of the responsibilities of marriage. 

Pre-registration is required, see QR code
Contact Carrie Harkey, Family Life Coordinator  
941.484.9543 ext 4748 • Harkey@dioceseofvenice.org

June 17 from 9:30am-3pm 
Register by June 9 

St Katharine Drexel 
1922 SW 20th Ave, Cape Coral, FL 

September 9 from 9:30am-3pm 
Register by Sept 1 

St John the Evangelist  
625 11th Ave, Naples, FL

•  $50 per couple includes all registration, materials, and lunch

Marriage Banns
 

Shane Sconyers & Sasha Aristy (1)
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Need Help?

Need assistance for food, tele-mental health 
counseling, or financial assistance? 

Please call Catholic Charities 844.385.2407  
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Weekly Mass Intentions

Sun, June 11 ...........Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; 1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58 
7:30am  ......... [JV] ....... Charles Cikovic by Carlyn 
7:45am  ......... [CG] ....... (Hall/Span) Gertrude Cywinski by the Heibel Family 
9:00am  ......... [CF] ....... Harry E. Hammond by Ursula and Bob 
9:00am  ......... [JV] ....... (Viet/Outside) Special Intentions 
10:30am  ....... [JR] ....... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [FS] ....... Edward Mongillo by Wife 
5:30pm  ......... [JR] ....... Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family
Mon, June 12 ..........2 Cor 1:1-7; Mt 5:1-12 
7:30am  ......... [JV] ....... (L) Joann Desrosiers by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [JR] ....... (L) Special Intentions of Al Zucaro by Catherine Giblin 
12:00pm  ....... [JR] ....... Eric Dale by Paul Nardini 
5:30pm  ......... [JR] ....... ( L ) Hans Duarte by Mom and Dad
Tue, June 13 ...........2 Cor 1:18-22; Mt 5:13-16 
7:30am  ......... [JV] ....... (L) Suzanne Owens by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [JV] ....... Asnunta & Pietro DiTommaso by Franca DiTommaso 
12:00pm  ....... [CF] ....... (L) Louise and Joanie by Friend 
5:30pm  ......... [CF] ....... St. Anthony—Thank You by Carmela Scarongella
Wed, June 14 ..........2 Cor 3:4-11; Mt 5:17-19 
7:30am  ......... [CF] ....... (L) Marge Lortie by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [JR] ....... Glenn Phibbs by Janet Thomas 
12:00pm  ....... [CF] ....... Salvatore Iacopelli by John and Stephani Iacopelli 
5:30pm  ......... [JR] ....... Mary B. Thornton by Jim Stefan
Thu, June 15 ...........2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6; Mt 5:20-26 
7:30am  ......... [JR] ....... Michael Hussey by Dan and Mary Vollman 
8:30am  ......... [CF] ....... Marie Hofferg 
12:00pm  ....... [CF] ....... Jesus and Sara Hernandez by Alina Urdaneta 
5:30pm  ......... [FS] ....... Dec’d Mbrs of the Emick Family by Debbie Griffith
Fri, June 16  .......... Dt 7:6-11; 1 Jn 4:7-16; Mt 11:25-30 
7:30am  ......... [CF] ....... Donna Dobkowski by Bob Kruse 
8:30am  ......... [JR] ....... George Traicoff by the Papa Family 
12:00pm  ....... [JV] ....... Jack Geffinger by Daughter 
5:30pm  ......... [JR] ....... Dec’d Mbrs of the Zucaro Family by Catherine Giblin
Sat, June 17 ............2 Cor 5:14-21; Lk 2:41-51 
7:30am  ......... [JR] ....... (L) Maria Van Hoy by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [JV] ....... Gener Galutera by Eric and Cecille Zalamea 
4:00pm  ......... [FS] ....... Ben and Margaret Becker by Jeff Becker 
5:30pm  ......... [CF] ....... Dr. Carlos Cueva by the Family
Sun, June 18 ...........Ex 19:2-6a; Rom 5:6-11; Mt 9:36-10:8 
7:30am  ......... [JV] ....... For All Fathers 
7:45am  ......... [CG] ....... (Hall/Span) For All Fathers 
9:00am  ......... [FS] ....... For All Fathers 
10:30am  ....... [CF] ....... For All Fathers 
12:00pm  ....... [CF] ....... For All Fathers 
12:00pm  ....... [JV] ....... (Hall/Viet) For All Fathers 
5:30pm  ......... [CF] ....... (Hall/Viet) For All Fathers 
Father George (GS), Father Jan (JR), Father Chris (CF), Father Joseph (JV),  
Father Celestno (CG), Father Fausto (FS)

What’s Going to Happen  
When We’re Gone?
Have you ever worried about what will happen to  
St. Martha Catholic Church after you are gone and wish 
there was a way to provide for the Parish’s long-term  
success and sustainability?
Great news! 
Endowment funds are designed to provide a continuous 
source of annual income and enable parishioners to  
continue their support in perpetuity.
Endowment funds are managed by the Catholic  
Community Foundation and the disbursements can  
be designated for operations, maintenance, debt reduction, 
capital projects, the CFA, Catholic education,  
vocations, and more.
Learn more about Endowment funds!  

941.441.1124  
cfcdioceseofvenice.org  

Emmaus Journey Bible Study 
Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn  

with fellow participants with facilitator and  
parishioner Lindy Donahue. All are welcome!  

Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am (including Summer)

St. Martha Catholic Church, in the Conference Room  
Contact Lindy 724.263.8285 • lindydonahue@mac.com
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