


From Our Pastor, Father George
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
Sunday Sermon – 12th Sunday of the Year
From Deacon Vern Smith:  
The opening words of today’s Gospel passage have Jesus saying to the Twelve, and 
derivatively down through the centuries to you: Fear no one. How do you react to that 
directive? Fear no one, he says, and then goes on to assert: Nothing is concealed that 
will not be revealed, nor secret that will not be known.
If any of you are like me, you may be saying that you don’t find those words all that 
reassuring; they in fact give you some cause for fear. But he repeats his instructions: Fear  
no one. Do not be afraid, this Gospel tells you, of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; rather be afraid of the one who can destroy the soul and body in Gehenna.
Jesus is putting some serious considerations before you today. He also offers you 
hope and encouragement with the remainder that you are worth more than many 
sparrows, the sparrow does not fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge, 
and, presumably, without your Father’s caring providence, the providence that he  
has in infinitely greater measure for you.
Let’s face up to fear for a few moments today. At least let’s think, in the light of 
today’s Gospel, about our experience of fear in everyday life.
Fear is part of the coin you need to pay your dues for membership in the human race. 
No one can go through life without the experience of fear.
Fear makes the positive contribution of defending (or at least warning) you against 
 danger. In the ordinary, everyday, common sense meaning of the word, fear can weigh 
you down, knock you out, hold you back, destroy your peace of mind, force you to 
withdraw, and rob your heart of happiness. The Christian tradition reminds those who 
are faithful but also fearful, that love can drive out fear. In the First Letter of John  
(4:18-19) you will read: There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear because 
fear has to do with punishment, and so one who fears is not yet perfect in love. We love 
because he first loved us. Keep that in mind as you think about fear in your life.
A not-so-ordinary and far less obvious understanding of the word would equate fear 
with reverence. Fear of the Lord, a familiar expression in several religious traditions, 
should be understood in this way. Your reverence before the Lord is an expression  
of fear of the Lord. This is not servile fear, and most assuredly not neurotic fear. It is  
reverence in the face of an awe-inspiring reality, namely, the presence of an  
all-knowing, all-powerful, all-loving God in your life.
What a distortion of this special meaning of fear when someone threatens to put the 
fear of God in you! God is never to be feared in a display of fright-filled cowering on 
your part. You show your fear of God in reverence. Fear your own capacity to reject 
your God but have no fear that God will ever reject you.
Fearless is a quality often attributed to persons who do heroic things. Sometimes those who 
seem to be fearless are insufficiently aware of (perhaps too dumb to comprehend) the real 
danger in a given situation. But when all the hazards are noted and fully understood, the 
one who is “fearless,” is one who has overcome fear, not one who is without fear.
Most of us have to learn how to manage our fears as we move forward, rather than permitting 
fear to hold us back. A rabbit’s foot is no guarantee of safe passage. Putting your own foot 
forward, despite the fears that seem to be closing in on you, is the only way to go.
Of what are you afraid? What fears weigh you down? Make mental notes or jot them 
down on paper.  You’ll probably find yourself sorting them out in general categories like 
health, money, and work, or in more personal folders that catalogue your phobias. That 
will be like looking at yourself in a house of mirrors. Be fair enough to yourself to ac-
knowledge that the images those mirrors throw-back are distorted (exaggerated fears?). 
You can work out the distortions with professional help, if you need it, or by  
just laughing at yourself (as everyone does in a house of mirrors) and moving on.
It’s been said that anyone that harbors habitual fear is “landlord to a ghost.” The 
point is worth considering. Some of your fears point to the past, but the past is dead 
(it’s a ghost). Some point to the future, but the future may never arrive, at least not 
in the form that you now anticipate (that ghost may never show up). Why permit an 
invisible enemy like fear to pull you out of the present moment, the only moment  
that is fully in your possession?

June 25, 2023 
Spanish Mass suspended until September Fr. Celestino has informed us that he is 
unable to celebrate the 7.45am Sunday Mass in Spanish language in St. Martha’s church. 
Therefore, we need to suspend it for two months until Sep 3, 2023. 

The Solemnity of St. Pater & St. Paul Apostles Peter, died in 64 in Rome under 
Nero; Galilean fisherman; spokesman for the Twelve who became “Prince of the Apostles”;  
two epistles are ascribed to him; patron of those in fishing industry.

Paul, according to tradition, was martyred in Rome in 67; Pharisee who became the “Apostle 
of the Gentiles”; his letters may be dated from 50-65; patron of the lay apostolate; the Cursillo 
Movement and Catholic Action; also of Malta and Greece.

Both Saints are the principal patrons of Rome.

May God bless all holiday makers! St. Patrick’s prayer: Love, blessed Trinity of three, Bound in 
unity, Who guides my journey. I will arise with strength of heaven, Trusting in Your light, To guide my 
journey, Shine before me, Lead me home. Power to guide me, might to hold me, Wisdom teach me, 
watching o’er me. Ear to hear me, hand to guard me, Love to conquer every fear.
Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season - 0 God, Master of this passing world, hear 
the humble voices of your children. The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and returned 
to its former quietude. You are still the Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow  
of a danger over which we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant, 
can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, invade  
our land, and spread chaos and disaster. During this hurricane season we turn to You,  
0 loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and 
whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with the passing of time. O Virgin, Star of the Sea, 
our beloved Mother we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so that spared 
from the calamities common to this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude,  
we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem,  
where a storm-less eternity awaits us. Amen. 

Next Sunday (July 2) – 13th Sunday of the Year

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,  
Father George

Most of that which you fear does not exist, at least does not exist in the present moment, 
the only place where you live. You have to remember that a life lived in fear is a 
life half-lived, so handing yourself over to present fears means giving up a valuable 
portion of your life. Handing yourself over to fears of the past puts you in the custody 
of a ghost. And turning yourself over to fears about the future “gives up the ghost,” 
as they say, leaving you helpless and, go ahead and say it—afraid. It makes no sense.
You can make a lot of sense by taking charge of your life, which is another way of saying, 
taking charge of your fears. If you have trouble doing that, get professional help. If you can do 
it with difficulty, get to work right now because it will not be easier at any time in the future.
Take a minute now or prior to receiving Jesus, to pray your fears down to manageable 
size. And to help you in prayer here is a good prayer to start with:
Fear of failure. Fear of the dark. Fear of illness. Fear of rejection. Fear of discovery. 
Fear of speaking up, or out, or saying it in public. Fear of losing my job. Fear of harm 
to those I love. Fear of hating those who do me harm. Fear of heights, or depths, of 
water, and of fire. Fear of falling. Fear of abandonment, engulfment, annihilation. 
Fear of those who want (I think) to do me harm.
Why should I be afraid of all these, Lord, and of so much more? It can be because I 
think I’m altogether on my own, placing myself away from you,
out of touch, and out of reach. The power is yours, Lord; certain tasks are mine. I’ll 
do what I can; I’ll muddle through somehow, because I believe that you are here with 
me, and I have nothing to fear. Nothing. Amen.
“Jesus said to the twelve: Fear no one. Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, 
nor secret that will not be known…DO not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy both the soul and 
body in Gehenna…. So do not be afraid, you are worth more than many sparrows.”
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This Week  
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Tuesday, June 27  
Saint Cyril of Alexandria 

10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wednesday, June 28 
Saint Irenaeus

Thursday, June 29 Saint Peter & Saint Paul 
10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall • 6pm Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

Saturday, June 30 
First Martyrs of Church Of Rome

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald, Business Manager
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joseph Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Naploes, Maintenance
Blanca Goetz, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

Volunteers Needed!  
Herring Caritas  

Tuesdays and Fridays from 9-11am
Herrig Caritas Center, Across from St Martha on Fruitville Road  

Learn more about volunteering at the Caritas Ministry  
Parish Office at 941.366.4210

We pray that the  
international community  
may commit in a concrete way 
to ensuring the abolition of  
torture and guarantee support 
to victims and their families.

Prayer Intention
for June 2023

Pope Francis

Ordination to the Priesthood 

Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the  
Diocese of Venice, invites the faithful to the  
Ordination to the Priesthood of Transitional Deacons  
Alejandro Giraldo Roldan and Daniel Scanlan. 
Saturday, July 15 at 11am  
Epiphany Cathedral, 350 Tampa Ave. W., Venice. 
All are welcome and encouraged to attend this  
important event in the lives of Deacons Alejandro  
and Daniel as well as the Diocese of Venice. 
A reception will follow in the Parish Hall.
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285  . . . . . . . . 941.484.9543

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . .941.955.3934 
Christ the King  . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . .941.924.2777 
Incarnation  . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . .941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . .Sarasota  . . . . . . .941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . .941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . .941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . .941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel  . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . .941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School .  .  . Principal Mrs. Siobhan Young 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy  . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  . . . . . . .941.371.4917

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith .  .  .  .  .dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society  . . . . . . . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4210 
Archivist  . . . . . . . . . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry  . . . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . Joan Pierse  . . . . . .941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . Virginia Bray .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women  . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4210 
Development Committee  . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay .  .  .  .dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council  . . . . . . . John Corey .  .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   Tony Cocco, Chair  . . .941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry  . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . .941.321.2953 
Jail Ministry  . . . . . . . . Dc. Kevin McKenney  . .kmckenney55@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus  . . . . David Kiszak .  .  .  .  .  .941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay .  .  .  .dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sue Thompson  . . . . . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Beth Cannata  . . . . .941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry  . . . . Kate Shaver  . . . . . .ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . Maxine Brand  . . . . .941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . Peggy Kerwin  . . . . .941.748.0094 
Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . .dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  Stuart Love  . . . . . .941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  . .941.960.5128
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Upcoming Events 
Theology on Tap Sarasota All young adults are  
invited to the Garden for food, refreshments, presentations, and discussions  
about the Catholic Faith. Third Thursday, Monthly at 7pm  
Mandeville Beer Garden 428 N. Lemon Ave, Sarasota

Independence Day Parade - Ave Maria Parish hosts  
the 7th Annual God Bless America: Independence Day Bike and  
Golf Cart Parade on Tuesday, July 4 from 10am, at the Piazza in  
front of the Church, 5088 Annunciation Circle, Ave Maria. Sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus, Ave Maria Assembly 3862, the route is approximately  
two miles long with a shorter route available. Bikes, trikes, golf carts,  
skateboards, and stroller are welcome. The ride also includes a reflection  
of freedom, patriotic songs, prayer for our country and the Blessing of Bikes.  
For more information call 239.261.5555.

The 14th Annual Ave Maria University  
Summer Youth Conference REVEALED invites all  
high school youth to attend a weekend filled with faith, fellowship, music,  
and engaging speakers on the beautiful campus of Ave Mari University.  
July 7-9 and July 14-16. $180 per person, early bird $130 until April 1. 
Included is lodging, meals, Conference fee plus a t-shirt. 239.348.4725 / 
aveconferences.com / aveconferences@gmail.com 

Prison Ministry - Volunteers Needed! Join the team of Diocesan 
volunteers who enter county jails and state prisons within the Diocese of Venice 
to do pastoral ministry, distribute the Eucharist and facilitate programs. Priests, 
Deacons, and Lay volunteers are encouraged to assist in this ministry. You  
will participate in an orientation before entering the facility and will shadow 

 experienced volunteers until you feel comfortable. Times and days vary 
by facility. Please contact Joe Mallof 224.217.7139 or Bob Hiniker 
863.558.0407 to learn where you can fit into this joyful opportunity. 

Youth and Young Adults - Totus Tuus Summer Camp  
Program! Totus Tuus (a Latin phrase meaning totally yours) is a summer 
Catholic youth camp program dedicated to sharing the Gospel and promoting 
the Catholic faith through evangelization, catechesis, Christian witness, and 
Eucharistic worship. The weeklong Parish summer catechetical camp program 
assists parents and parishes in evangelizing and catechizing youth by  
complementing the work they are already doing at the parish and at home.  
To register for one of the camps, or for additional information, please visit  
the Diocese of Venice website.

In the ongoing effort to protect the life of the unborn, we are 
fortunate to have Community Pregnancy Clinic in Sarasota

The Clinic, located near the local Planned Parenthood facility, 
provides a wide variety of services to pregnant women.  

This support includes counseling, OB ultrasounds, 
STI tests, abortion pill reversal, adoption referrals and 
post-abortion support. The Clinic and Mary’s House  
next door provide all types of material assistance and  

clothing to mothers and their infants up to three years of age. 

Open 8:30am-4:30pm, Monday-Friday  
Community Pregnancy Clinic 941-260-5427 

 1419 7th Street • sarasota@communitypregnancyclinic.com

Couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage in the Catholic Church.  
A volunteer team of married couples and a priest, share information, 
enabling couples to be more aware of the responsibilities of marriage. 

Pre-registration is required, see QR code
Contact Carrie Harkey, Family Life Coordinator  
941.484.9543 ext 4748 • Harkey@dioceseofvenice.org

September 9 from 9:30am-3pm Register by Sept 1 
St John the Evangelist, 625 11th Ave, Naples, FL

•  $50 per couple includes all registration, materials, and lunch

Marriage Banns
 

Shane Sconyers & Sasha Aristy (3)
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Need Help?

Need assistance for food, tele-mental health 
counseling, or financial assistance? 

Please call Catholic Charities 844.385.2407  
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Weekly Mass Intentions
Sun, June 25 ...........Jer 20:10-13; Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33 
7:30am  ......... [JR] ....... L&D Mbrs of the Aldrich & Costonis Families by Maureen & Terry 
9:00am  ......... [JV] ....... Harry E. Hammond by Ursula and Bob 
10:30am  ....... [FS] ....... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [CF] ....... Robert John Nappie by Anne and Peter Grant 
12:00pm  ....... [JV] ....... (Hall/Viet) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [JR] ....... L&D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe 

Mon, June 26 ..........Gn 12:1-9; Mt 7:1-5 
7:30am  ......... [JV] ....... Michael Hourihan by Christinia Hourihan 
8:30am  ......... [JR] ....... L&D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe 
12:00pm  ....... [JR] ....... (L) Marie Schramm by G & G Luppina 
5:30pm  ......... [JR] ....... Poor Souls in Purgatory by Javier and Gloria Olivos 

Tue, June 27 ...........Gn 13:2, 5-18; Mt 7:6, 12-14 
7:30am  ......... [CF] ....... Victoria Sancho by Paula and David Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [CF] ....... The L. H. Daugherty Family by Eileen Roma 
12:00pm  ....... [JV] ....... L&D people remembered spiritually by Maureen & Terry Aldrich 
5:30pm  ......... [JV] ....... (L) Theresa Pecunia by Nicole Romano

Wed, June 28 ..........Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Mt 7:15-20 
7:30am  ......... [JR] ....... Victoria Sancho by Tina Mroczkowski 
8:30am  ......... [JR] ....... Eric Dale by Paul Nardini 
12:00pm  ....... [CF] ....... Jim Sivak by Mr. & Mrs. Tony DeFilippo 
5:30pm  ......... [CF] ....... John Schall by Carolyn and Ron

Thu, June 29 ...........Acts 12:1-11; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 
7:30am  ......... [JV] ....... (L) Robert Simmons by Aldo Massara 
8:30am  ......... [CF] ....... Dean Kinsella by the Family 
12:00pm  ....... [JR] ....... Donald Schramm by G & G Lupino 
5:30pm  ......... [FS] ....... Poor Souls in Purgatory by Javier and Gloria Olivos

Fri, June 30  .......... Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22; Mt 8:1-4 
7:30am  ......... [CF] ....... Derek Browne by John Slattery 
8:30am  ......... [FS] ....... James Meade by Helen and Andrzej and Children 
12:00pm  ....... [JV] ....... Maria Scerbo by John and Stephanie Iacopelli 
5:30pm  ......... [JR] ....... Souls in Purgatory by Javier and Gloria Olivos

Sat, July 1 ...............Gn 18:1-15; Mt 8:5-17 
7:30am  ......... [JV] ....... Sister Gloria Hillman by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [FS] ....... Rose Linsky by The Corsaro Family 
4:00pm  ......... [JR] ....... Herve Lochard by Friend 
5:30pm  ......... [CF] ....... Michael Diffley by Lisa and Mike Kinsella

Sun, July 2 ..............2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 
7:30am  ......... [JV] ....... Ryan Halstead by Mother 
9:00am  ......... [JR] ....... (L) Agnieszka and Nick Corsaro by the Corsaro Family 
10:30am  ....... [FS] ....... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [FS] ....... George Dooher by Molly Dooher 
12:00pm  ....... [JV] ....... (Hall/Viet) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [CF] ....... L&D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe 

Father George (GS), Father Jan (JR), Father Chris (CF), Father Joseph (JV),  
Father Celestno (CG), Father Fausto (FS)

Emmaus Journey Bible Study
Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn  

with fellow participants with facilitator and  
parishioner Lindy Donahue. All are welcome!  

Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am (including Summer)
St. Martha Catholic Church, in the Conference Room  

Contact Lindy 724.263.8285 • lindydonahue@mac.com

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings in the Lord Jesus Christ! As the  
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood  
of Christ has recently taken place, please know of my prayers. May you be filled  
with an ever-increasing zeal for our Lord in the Holy Eucharist.
Each year on the Sunday nearest to the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, we  
are all invited to pray for the Pope and to offer our contributions to support the  
Peter’s Pence Collection. Through your offerings, you assist Pope Francis in carrying 
out his charitable work to victims of war, migrants and refugees, and the poor 
affected by illness and natural disasters.
The Diocese of Venice is scheduled to hold the Peter’s Pence Collection on the  
weekend of July 1 and 2, 2023. Your offerings express the sense of belonging 
to the Church and love and trust for the Holy Father. Please join our brothers and  
sisters from around the globe and give generously to the Peter’s Pence Collection, 
helping Pope Francis carry out his charitable ministry to the Universal Church. 
Thank you and may God bless you for your contribution.
I take this opportunity to extend to you my continued consideration as well as  
my prayers for you and your family. Have a Blessed Summer!
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of  Venice in Florida
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