


From Our Pastor, Father George
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
Sunday Sermon – 19th Sunday Ordinary Time Year
From Deacon Vern Smith:  
Jesus asks a question in the Gospel reading from this week’s liturgy, that each one 
of us will ask ourselves from time to time – Why did you falter? It must always be 
asked upon examination after a lapse. It should be asked on occasion because, as 
everyone knows, the unexamined life is not worth living. So, look at your lapses and 
ask: Why did I doubt?

In the Gospel account, the faltered attempt to walk on water took Peter down. Had 
Jesus not stretched out his hand to catch him, Peter would have sunk. But why did 
he falter? Why did he doubt? Apparently, it was his lack of faith. Walking on water is 
not a normal routine for anyone. When you stop to examine the possibility carefully, 
doubts engulf you right away. Without faith, it can’t be done.

Faith is a precondition of discipleship. It is a condition of entry into companionship 
with Jesus. You can’t just sign up – get your membership card, so to speak – and 
join the club. No, you make a commitment from within; you align your will with what 
you believe to be the will of God for you, and you move forward on what can only be 
called a journey of faith.

This journey, for most Catholics starts from infancy at baptism. As for myself, who 
made this choice to join the club came in the form of RCIA when I was 21 years 
old. But there has to be a confirmation – a recommitment – somewhere along the 
line. For most of us, it is a sacramental confirmation early on. It could be an adult 
recommitment, a conscious reconnection with the Lord, a conscious choice to realign 
your will with that of God, to pattern your life on the life of Christ, to follow a path that 
is not so clear, to search for light that is not always there.

The journey of faith requires that you not be a passive participant, along for the ride.  
You’ve got choices to make about direction and destination, about speed and duration, 
about companions along the way. The journey of faith requires activity of you – human 
activity – activity of mind and heart; it requires acts of faith, and hope, and love.

The Sunday liturgy is a good setting to inquire about your faltering on the journey of 
faith. You hear God’s word here. You gather with fellow believers around the table 
of the Lord. You remember your Lord in the breaking of the bread. You give thanks. 
Your receive Eucharistic nourishment for the next stage of your journey of faith. You 
also have quiet moments to reflect on where your journey is taking you, which is to 
say, what directions and distances your free choices will take you, as you continue to 
follow Christ in the week ahead.

Not all of us find God easily in the words from scripture that are proclaimed in the 
Eucharistic assembly. Not all of us are sufficiently attentive when the word is pro-
claimed; not all are prepared to receive it. Not all of us show forth Christ adequately 
to one another as we gather around the Altar; it is not always easy to locate Christ 
in our midst. You’ll remember that Jesus said whenever two or three are gathered in 
my name, there I am in their midst. Well, it is sometimes difficult to find Jesus here 
in our midst. Think about the priests when at the altar in the person of Christ to offer 
this sacrifice – this re-presentation of the sacrifice of Calvary – not all priests measure 
up adequately to their representative responsibility. And although they surely – and I 
do mean all of them – believe that Jesus is present during the sacrifice, truly present 
body and blood, soul and divinity under the appearance of bread and wine, they falter 
a bit in their watery walk of faith even here in the liturgy. 

So lets return to the Gospel story for another moment. The story begins with Jesus 
insisting that his disciples pile into the boat; off they go as he slips away to pray 
before walking around to the other side of the lake where he will meet the boat at 

August 13, 2023

Thanks Knights of Columbus for your beautiful donation!  St. Martha’s parish has 
recently received a wonderful $5,000 donation from the Knights of Columbus, thank 
you so much the Knights for your generosity and care for the community! Our Caritas 
has also received a similar $5,000 donation from the Knights. May God bless you for 
your charitable Christian faith which so beautifully turns into practical help for the poor. 

A request for more silence in our church before and after the Mass I would like 
to ask all church attendants in our parish to observe a time of silence before and after 
our Sunday Masses. I am also responding to the comments from our parishioners 
requesting it. I think that we need to do more about silent respect of the Blessed 
Sacrament in our church. Pope Benedict, when the newest version of the Missal 
Book was printed in 2011, asked Catholics around the world to observe more silent 
moments during the Holy Mass, like after the readings or after the Holy Communion. 
The Holy Father wanted to encourage us to reflect in silence on the mysteries of 
Christ’s presence among us. He also wanted to direct our attention to the private, 
spiritual moments of encounter with Christ in the Eucharist. I would like to remember 
his instruction and remind myself and everyone else in our Church congregation of it, 
especially this year when we undertake the Eucharistic revival in our parish.

Our Universal Church, which currently debates the synodal way of life, advocates the 
subject of “listening” to others in the Church rather than “telling” others. So, if we 
can learn how to listen better to others, we can also learn how to show our reverence 
to the presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.

This is especially important when we are made aware of our relatively small church 
building. Very often, when we come to our church and want to deepen ourselves into 
silent adoration of the Divine Presence, we often hear somebody talking and we are 
disturbed. Our church is small and doesn’t have any spare space where parishioners 
could stop and talk to each other. Any two or more people talking to each other in 
any place in our church affects other church attendants. 

the shore. He remained alone to pray. About what? We have no way of knowing.  
We can assume that he prayed for them. We can assume that he prayed for us. We 
just don’t know. We do know that he united himself somehow – mind and heart – 
with his Father and the Holy Spirit.

The disciples huddled in the boat – what did they discuss? We don’t know. We can 
assume that they talked about the miracle they had witnessed – the multiplication 
of the loaves and fishes, the miraculous feeding of thousands of people. They had to 
wonder about the power of this Jesus whom they were following and about the future 
of the movement he was launching. They were part of that movement, but where 
was it going, where would they wind up.

The gospel story indicates that a storm stirred up. The boat was being tossed by the waves 
for the wind was against it. Then Jesus came toward them walking on the sea. When the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified. It is a ghost, they said, and they 
cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to them: Take courage! It is I. Do not be afraid! Peter 
said to him in reply, Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.

Notice the if. There is doubt, not faith, ini the midst of all the fright, but notice also that 
doubt does not disqualify you from the community of believers. And Jesus said, Come! 

So here we are, back where we began. Why did you doubt? Jesus provided the 
answer before he asked the question: How little faith you have!

Those words apply to us, as we return back to our liturgical remembrance, as we  
resume our respective journeys of faith. How little faith each one of us has. How much 
we depend on Jesus to encourage and instruct us, indeed to feed us with his sacred  
body and blood to keep us surefooted and strong on our respective journeys of faith.

continued on next page
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This Week  
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Mon, Aug 14  
Saint Maximilian

Tue, Aug 15  
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Church Office Closed
Wed, Aug 16 St. Stephen the Great

Thu, Aug 17  
 10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall
Sat, Aug 19 Saint John Eudes

Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  

Are you from another denomination and want to explore 
and embrace the Catholic Faith?  

The O.C.I.A. fall classes begin Sep 4 • 6pm-7:15pm 
 Contact Fr. George to meet and start your journey! 

frgeorge@stmartha.org

I need to say here: mea culpa (my fault) because I catch myself doing it even in 
front of the Tabernacle, which should be the most respected place in the church. 
Sometimes when a person approaches me, instead of taking them to the Sacristy,  
I talk to them right there. Our Tabernacle is located in what I call: the busiest church 
traffic point in St. Martha’s church and requires the highest liturgical attention. The 
clergy and all members of our liturgical ministries like Sacristans, Altar Servers, 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Lectors, Ashers, Cantors and Musicians 
need to avoid making unnecessary conversations in the church and especially in front 
of the Tabernacle where the Blessed Sacrament is kept.  

In the Year of the parish Eucharistic revival, we become more aware and renew 
our faith in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. We also try 

to spend the time before and after Mass on private prayer in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament. We are encouraged to spend time on silent adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Very often I see people kneeling behind the Tabernacle or even in front of 
it trying to say prayers.

I would like to ask that in our church building before or after the Mass we all refrain 
from unnecessary conversations and that the reverence of the Blessed Sacrament be 
observed by everyone. May God bless us all in this effort!

Amen. 

Next Sunday (August 20) – 20th Sunday of the Year 
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,  
Father George

continued from previous  page
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Interested persons should contact
Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator

941-780-7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org

HELP WANTED
Hospital Volunteer

We are looking for a caring and  
compassionate person to serve  
the Catholic patients at Sarasota  
Memorial Hospital. 

As a member of a three-person team, 
the duties include a weekly visit with 
patients to comfort, pray, and  
distribute the Holy Eucharist. 

Visits last three hours. Volunteers are 
needed for Thursday morning team.

No experience required. 
Training and mentoring provided.

4th Degree - Installment of Officers
Msgr. Charles L. Elslander Assembly 0167 - 4th Degree 

holds their Annual Installment of Officers
 Sunday, August 20 at 2-6pm  

 Food will be served and a cash bar available.  
All are welcome to attend. For more info, contact  

FN John T. Gearon Jr at 941.210.3500
 Knights of Columbus • 4880 Fruitville Rd, Sarasota

When:Wednesdays  
following the 9am Mass 
Aug 16, 23 • Sep 13, 20 • Oct 18, 25

What: Understand women  
better in the Old Testament  
and the New Testament

Where: St Michael the Archangel Church 
5394 Midnight Pass Rd., Siesta Key
Contact: St. Michaels for more information
stmichaelssiesta.com  •  941- 349-4174

Need Help?

Need assistance for food, tele-mental health 

counseling, or financial assistance? 

Please call Catholic Charities 844.385.2407  

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
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Upcoming Events 
Theology on Tap Sarasota - All young adults are invited to the Garden for 
food, refreshments, presentations, and discussions about the Catholic Faith. Third 
Thursday, Monthly at 7pm Mandeville Beer Garden 428 N. Lemon Ave, Sarasota

Rooted - St. John XXIII Parish in Fort Myers hosts a once-a-month  
gathering for young adults called Rooted, in the church at 4pm on the second 
Sunday of each month (August 13, 2023). The gathering includes praise  
and worship, along with Eucharistic Adoration. In addition, the outreach  
program is looking to expand its offerings to young adults, such as college 
students, those 20-30, young adults who are married with/without children 
(children welcome), and older adults aged 30 years and up. If you are 
 interested in helping to organize, lead, or participate in this effort, please  
contact Kelly Evers, St. John XXIII Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult  
Ministry, at kelly@johnxxiii.net or 239.561.3022. 

Vocational Retreat - St. Paul Catholic Church is hosting a one-day  
Vocational Retreat, Encounter with Christ from 8am to 7pm, Saturday,  
August 26 for males and females ages 15 to 30. The retreat takes place in 
 the Parish Hall located at 1208 East Oak Street, Arcadia. The cost for the  
day is $20 and includes meals and materials. Pre-registration is available by 
emailing retreatreg20@gmail.com. For further information contact  
the parish office at 863.494.2611. 

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285  . . . . . . . . . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society  . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist  . . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry  . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women  . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee  . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council  . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .  Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry  . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Jail Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Kevin McKenney  . . . kmckenney55@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus  . . . . .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry  . . . . .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation  . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel  . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School .  .  .Principal Mrs. Siobhan Young 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy  . . . . . .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M.,  
   Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C.  
   (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald,  
   Business Manager
Patricia Sileo,  
   Director of Religious Education
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joseph Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Naploes, Maintenance
Blanca Goetz, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef
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Weekly Mass Intentions
Sun, Aug 13 ............1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-23 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Robert and Ann Corey by John and Shelly Corey 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... Jennifer White by Boudreau 
10:30am  ....... [JR]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Lucy Salamy by Jo and Harmon 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Viet) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family    

Mon, Aug 14 ...........Dt 10:12-22; Mt 17:22-27 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Vincent & Savannah Sellner by Mark & Patty Sellner 
8:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) James Denke by Katy Malone 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Graham White by Mom 
5:30pm  ......... [FS]  ...... (L) Patrick Sheridan by Family 

Tue, Aug 15.................Rv 11:19a; 12:6a, 10ab; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Doug Taylor by Bob Kruse 
9:00am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Maria Corsaro by the Corsaro Family 
10:30am  ....... [GS] ....... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Felice Lupo by Mr. & Mrs. Nado Stipanov 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Buzzy Geffinger by Peggy O’Connell 
7:30pm  ......... [JV]  ...... (Viet) Special Intentions

Wed, Aug 16 ............Dt 34:1-12; Mt 18:15-20 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... John Garibaldi by Joan and Rene 
8:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... El (Pat) Malone by Katy Malone 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Marie Hofferg 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Douglas G. Kirkwood by Jo and Harmon

Thu, Aug 17 ............Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Mt 18:21--19:1 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Mary Reece by the Biolette Family 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Rachel Griego by Don and Donna Klein 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Robert and Ann Corey by John and Shelly Corey 
5:30pm  ......... [FS]  ...... John Germaine by the Mroczkowski Family

Fri, Aug 18 .............Jos 24:1-13; Mt 19:3-12 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Fr. Frank Keferl by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [FS]  ...... (L) Liberty Joshuan by Liberty 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Elizabeth Drago by Cathy and George Phillips 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... (L) Larry Morroney by Maria Maldonado

Sat, Aug 19 .............Jos 24:14-29; Mt 19:13-15 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Carol Kruse by Bob Kruse 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Poor Souls in Purgatory by Javier and Gloria Olivos 
4:00pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Anita Corben by Friend 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Joseph L. DeLean by Rod Alvarez

Sun, Aug 20 ............Is 56:1, 6-7; Rom 11:13-15, 29-32; Mt 15:21-28 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Marek Gawalek by Carolyn and Joe 
9:00am  ......... [FS]  ...... Michael J. Roma by Eileen Roma 
10:30am  ....... [GS]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... Salvatore Barbara by Ida Naglieri 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Viet) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [JB]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe 

Father George (GS), Father Jan (JR), Father Chris (CF),  
Father Joseph (JV), Father Fausto (FS)

The Church of St. Patrick 
Out & About Social Club  

would like to invite  
St. Martha Parishioners  
to join on September 13th  

for a bus trip to the theatre at Broadway 
Palms to see the below production of  
Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express:

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860220
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861920
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860722
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860622
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860222
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860521
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860123
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860223
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860920


 A
d

v
e

rtise
 

B
u

sin
e

ss
O

n
lin

e
 a

t D
io

c
e
sa

n
.c

o
m

/
1-8

0
0

-2
9

2
-9

111
View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861520
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861020
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861320
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860323
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860620
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861420
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860121
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860820
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860520
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861820
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861220
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860122
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861720
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860922
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861120

