


From Our Pastor, Father George
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
Sunday Sermon – 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time

August 27, 2023

– Revive faith and rekindle love 
1. It has taken many years before I learned to begin my adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament with the silent proclamation similar to 
Peter’s confession. It’s so different when I begin my adoration 
with the words like: You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
I think that every time we come to adore the Blessed Sacrament 
especially when it is exposed in the monstrance on the altar, we 
should start our adoration by repeating Peter’s confession. Often 
when I knelt before the monstrance, 
I said something on the line: Oh God, 
there is so much I need and only your 
blessing can help me and then I would 
list my requests. I don’t think I was fully 
satisfied with that sort of adoration of 
the Lord. I think that whenever I manage 
to remember to begin my adoration with 
Peter’s proclamation I feel more satisfied, 
and I think that Good Lord likes these 
adorations better.

2. Peter was led by Jesus, strengthened 
by his companions who followed Jesus 
with him and inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
Peter came to believe in Jesus, in his Divinity and Jesus told him 
that: My heavenly Father revealed this to you, not flesh and 
blood. We shouldn’t trust too much the body and blood, in our 
quest for God we should always follow the truth.

 - Isaiah tells us that not every person in high position deserves 
our attention, there are those like Shebna who do not speak the 
truth. There are also false prophets in the public who lie to us 
about things, and we need to be careful as to whom we follow. 

The first step in the process of 
recognizing the Divine presence is 

to check that what is preached to us is true. If we want to find out 
God’s inspiration, we need to confirm that the things we believe 
are true. That they were true yesterday and are true today.  
Otherwise, we will be led astray.

 - The entire second reading today is Paul’s confession of his faith 
in God. Paul teaches us there that God is completely independent 
of anything and anyone, and that nothing and nobody is equal to 
God. This is very important. In our faith life we need to go through 
the process of clearing the image of God. Very often the image of 

true God is different from the image of 
our God. We, sometimes inherit or learn, 
or experience something that twists the 
true image of God. Jesus gives us the true 
image of God, the gospel’s image of God.

3. This is important for today’s world of 
learning and understanding, which forgets 
to worship God for this Divine element in 
the history of humankind. Many people 
explore the secrets of the planet earth 
and human life, the secrets of the skies 
and cosmos and yet refuse to learn the 
secrets of Divinity. Thank God, we have 
Jesus who gives us this light and grace 

of God and who empowers us with the inner strength to open and 
learn the secrets of heaven. Let’s pray that God will revive our faith 
and re-ignite our love, as he did to Peter. Let’s pray that our faith 
and love to God will be as courageous as that of Peter.

Next Sunday (September 3) –  is 22nd Sunday of the Year.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,  
Father George

“Let’s pray that our  

faith and love to God  

will be as courageous  

as that of Peter.”    

– Father George
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  

Are you from another denomination and want to explore 
and embrace the Catholic Faith?  

The O.C.I.A. fall classes begin Sep 4 • 6pm-7:15pm 
 Contact Fr. George to meet and start your journey! 

frgeorge@stmartha.org

Need Help?

Need assistance for food, tele-mental health 

counseling, or financial assistance? 

Please call Catholic Charities 844.385.2407  

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In recent days, the nation has watched as a terrible and devastating fire struck the  
Hawaiian island of Maui. Though the full extent of the impact is not yet known, over 110 
people have died and there is extensive  destruction, especially in the community of Lahaina.

Throughout Southwest Florida, there is an understanding of the dangers of natural  
disasters, and many can remember the destruction in our local communities  
from Hurricane Ian, less than a year ago. A great deal of help was needed, and the 
goodness of others was clearly evidenced.

Our Catholic Faith calls each of us to care for those in need, and at this time in 
particular, for those who are suffering in the wake of this terrible fire on Maui.  
Recognizing the need of those who have been so severely impacted by the fire,  
a second collection will be held in Parishes of the Diocese of Venice on the weekend 
of August 26-27. Funds collected will be sent to Catholic Charities in the Diocese  
of Honolulu to help address the significant need. 

Your generosity and your prayers for the people of Maui are deeply appreciated.  
May Almighty God bless you and your families.

Sincerely yours in Christ,  
Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of in Florida

Weekly Mass Intentions
Sun, Aug 27 ............Is 22:19-23; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Paul Krakenberg by Family 
9:00am  ......... [CF]  ...... Edward B. Maher by Ann Crowley 
10:30am  ....... [FS]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Ricardo Urdaneta by Alina and Ricardo Urdaneta 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Viet) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Grace Borsky by Walter Serwatka     

Mon, Aug 28 ...........1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Mt 23:13-22 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Vivian Elder Sheridan by Jack Sheridan 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Tristan Barth by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Rose Livoby Margaret Henderson 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Bob Corey by John and Shelly Corey 

Tue, Aug 29 .............1 Thes 2:1-8; Mk 6:17-29 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Eduardo Hontiveros by Maria Patricia Lim 
8:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Anthony LoConte by the Family 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Tom Patt by Ann Crowley 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Riley and (L) Marcia Hardy by Jane and Sam Norton

Wed, Aug 30 ...........  1 Thes 2:9-13; Mt 23:27-32 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... David Broussard by Gina Cirillo 
8:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Louis Zazarino by Bill Rex 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Marguarite Romaine by Fr. Robert Romaine and Gail 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Jacqueline Solis Rodrigo by Jenny Javier

Thu, Aug 31 ............1 Thes 4:1-8; Mt 25:1-13 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Martha Mary Varano by Cindy Lang and Jim Allen 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Brian Kneafsey by Marilyn Kneafsey 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Patty Collins by Katy Malone 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Joan Frazer by Claire Meade

Fri, Sep 1 ................1 Thes 4:1-8; Mt 25:1-13
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... George Dunn by Rita Dunn 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... (L) Beth Cannata by Bill Rex 
12:00pm  .... . [CF]  ...... Jennie Carosella by Friend 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Antonette Santone by William O’Brien

Sat, Sep 2................1 Thes 4:9-11; Mt 25:14-30 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Bob Corey by John and Shelly Corey 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Larry Corsaro by the Corsaro Family 
4:00pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Dec’d Mbrs of the Carrano Family by the Family 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... (L) Eric Helms by Mary and John McGruder

Sun, Sep 3 ...............Jer 20:7-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Mark & Patty Sellner 40th Anniv. by Mark & Patty Sellner 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/Span) (L) Fr. Rowen Murphy by Lynn McDonald 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... Albert Spero by Ann Crowley 
10:30am  ....... [CF]  ...... For All Parishioners 
11:00am  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Viet) Special Intentions 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... John and Matilda Wojcik by Bob and Ursula 
5:30pm  ......... [FS]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe 

Father George (GS), Father Jan (JR), Father Chris (CF), 
Father Joseph (JV), Father Fausto (FS)

August 18, 2023
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285  . . . . . . . . . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society  . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist  . . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry  . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women  . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee  . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council  . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .  Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry  . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Jail Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Kevin McKenney  . . . kmckenney55@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus  . . . . .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry  . . . . .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation  . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel  . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School .  .  .Principal Mrs. Siobhan Young 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy  . . . . . .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M.,  
   Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C.  
   (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald,  
   Business Manager
Patricia Sileo,  
   Director of Religious Education
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joseph Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Naploes, Maintenance
Blanca Goetz, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

This Week  
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Mon, Aug 28  
St Augustine 
Tue, Aug 29  

Martyrdom of John the Baptist 
 10:30am - Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Thu, Aug 31   
10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall
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The Church of St. Patrick Out & About Social Club  
invites St. Martha Parishioners to join on Sept 13th for a 

bus trip to the theatre at Broadway Palms to see the below 
production of Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express:

When: Wed - Sep 13, 20 • Oct 18, 25 
following the 9am Mass

Contact: St. Michaels for more information
stmichaelssiesta.com  •  941- 349-4174

Where: St Michael the Archangel Church 
5394 Midnight Pass Rd., Siesta Key

Upcoming Events 
Red Mass - The Red Mass, a medieval tradition of the Roman Catholic 
Church, has been observed annually in the Diocese of Venice since 2008. This 
year, the Red Mass will be celebrated on October 18 at 5:30pm at St. Martha 
Catholic Church. The Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Venice, will be the Main Celebrant. A reception hosted by the Catholic Lawyers 
Guild (CLG) follows immediately at the Parish Hall. More information, Atty. Paul 
Consbruck at 866.558.7285; 941.966.6706 or adoptfla@yahoo.com.

Dinner for Life - Are you looking for a fun and meaningful way to spend your 
evening? Do you want to support a great cause and enjoy a delicious meal? If 
so, you are invited to attend a Dinner for Life, a special event to celebrate and 
support the Culture of Life in our community on Friday, October 7 at 5pm at the 
Columbus Banquet Hall, located at 4880 Fruitville Road, Sarasota. Appetizers 
are served followed by a delicious prime rib dinner at 6pm. You can also enjoy 
cocktails served at the cash bar. Featuring guest speakers from Solve Maternity 
Homes and 40 Days for Life, you will also hear from Father Chris of St 
Martha Church, who shares insights and experiences on the importance of de-
fending the dignity and sanctity of human life from conception to natural death. 
This fundraising event supports these two non-profit organizations providing 
Christ-centered care to pregnant mothers. Tickets are $40 or $320 for a table of 
eight. Advanced tickets purchased at the Parish Office of St Martha Church.

Kevin Henschel & Julia Wilcutt (1)
Edgar Marquez & Annamaria Olivero (1)
Tom Merriman & Francesca LeStrange (1)

Christoper Goetz & Erin O’Connell (1)
Willaim Haller & Hannah Peterson (1) 

Wedding Banns
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