


From Our Pastor, Father George
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
Sunday Sermon – 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time

From Father Chris: 
No pain, no gain is a common phrase which reminds us of the fact that 
sacrifice is almost always required in order to accomplish things that are 
important. The saying holds true with regard to growing in our love for the 
Lord and living as faithful disciples of Jesus as well.
In the first reading, we are given a look into the heart of the prophet 
Jeremiah, and the trials and suffering he experienced as a result of being 
faithful to God’s call to serve as a prophet. The words of Jeremiah are 
powerful and poignant, You duped me, O Lord, and I let myself be duped; 
you were too strong for me, and you triumphed. All the day I am an object 
of laughter; everyone mocks me.
These aren’t words of surrender or defeat on the part of Jeremiah, but an 
honest expression of the struggles and personal price he paid as a result of 
speaking the word of the Lord to the Israelites to call them to turn away 
from sin and renew their faith and trust in the Lord.
And although Jeremiah suffered as a result of his fidelity to God’s call to 
serve as a prophet, his words make it clear that he also experienced an 
inexplicable joy as a result of being faithful to God’s plan for his life: I say 
to myself, I will not mention him, I will speak in his name no more. But 
then it becomes like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones; I 
grow weary holding it in, I cannot endure it.
The second reading speaks of sacrifice as a fundamental requirement for 
leading lives which are holy and pleasing to God. Saint Paul urges us not to 
be conformed to this present age. This requires making the decision each day 
to set aside personal ambitions and desires and to make our number one 
priority that of being faithful to God’s will for our lives.
Finally, the teaching of Jesus in today’s Gospel that whoever wishes to 
follow him must take up their cross and follow him leaves no room for 
doubt that sacrifice is a fundamental and non-negotiable requirement for 
being a faithful disciple. So if we want to live as faithful disciples of Jesus 
and come to experience the inexhaustible treasure and blessings of the 
kingdom of God more fully, we have no choice but to take up our cross 
each day and follow Jesus. In other words – no pain, no gain.
September 3, 2023 
Traveling Rosary Congress. Bishop Frank J. Dewane wrote in his letter 
about two months ago: “Preparations are being made for October 7-13, 
2023, Traveling Rosary Congress. This Year’s theme is To Jesus Through 
Mary. The Rosary Congress is held in response to Our Lady of Fatima’s 
call to prayer and conversion. It includes Mass, Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, and the praying of the Rosary for families, the Church, and 
peace in the world. Participation of our various Parishes in this Traveling 
Rosary Congress is heartily encouraged.”
We will hold the 24 hours Rosary Congress in St. Martha’s church on 
October 8-9, 2023. Each hour of Adoration will start with the Rosary at 
the round hour and then will be followed by silent adoration until before 

the next round hour when the next group begins the Rosary and their 
adoration. In such a way 21 groups will fulfill St. Martha’s 24 hours part 
in the Traveling Rosary Congress. Our Adoration will start after the 5:30pm 
Mass on Sunday, October 8 and will conclude with the parish Mass on 
Monday, October 9 at 5:30pm. Here is the schedule of our Rosary Congress 
to help you to participate if you want to join in. Contact the Parish Office if 
you do. Some slots are already taken but most of them are for taking.
Sunday, October 8, 2023:  
Group 1: 7-8pm (in Spanish) - Mangin Family 
Group 2: 8-9pm (in English) - Knights of Columbus 
Group 3: 9-10pm (in Polish) - Fr. George 
Group 4: 10-11pm 
Group 5: 11-12pm
Monday, October 9, 2023: 
Group 6: 12pm-1am 
Group 7: 1-2am 
Group 8: 2-3am 
Group 9: 3-4am 
Group 10: 4-5am 
Group 11: 5-6am 
Group 12: 6-7am 
Group 13: 7-7:25am: (in English) 
7:30am – Parish Mass 
Group 14: 8-8:25am: (in English) - Parish Rosary Group 
8:30am – Parish Mass 
Group 14: 9-10am 
Group 15: 10-11am 
Group 16: 11-11:55am 
12:00pm – Parish Mass 
Group 17: 1-2pm 
Group 18: 2-3pm 
Group 19: 3-4pm 
Group 20: 4-5pm 
Group 21: 5-5.25pm: (in English 
530pm – Parish Mass
Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season: 0 God, Master of this passing 
world, hear the humble voices of your children. The Sea of Galilee obeyed 
Your order and returned to its former quietude. You are still the Master 
of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger over which we have 
no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant, can awake from its 
seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our land, 
and spread chaos and disaster. During this hurricane season we turn to 
You, 0 loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are 
still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with the passing of 
time. O Virgin, Star of the Sea, our beloved Mother we ask you to plead 
with your Son on our behalf, so that spared from the calamities common 
to this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in 
the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where  
a stormless eternity awaits us. Amen.                                                                              
Next Sunday (September 10, 2023) – is 23rd Sunday of the Year 
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,  
Father George
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  

Are you from another denomination and want to explore 
and embrace the Catholic Faith?  

 Contact Fr. George to meet and start your journey! 
frgeorge@stmartha.org

Need Help?

Need assistance for food, tele-mental health 

counseling, or financial assistance? 

Please call Catholic Charities 844.385.2407  

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
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Weekly Mass Intentions
Sun, Sep 3 ...............Jer 20:7‐9; Rom 12:1‐2; Mt 16:21‐27 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Mark & Patty Sellner 40 Anniv. by Mark & Patty Sellner 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/Span) (L) Fr. Rowen Murphy by Lynn McDonald 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... Albert Spero by Ann Crowley 
10:30am  ....... [CF]  ...... For All Parishioners 
11:00am  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Viet) Special Intentions 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... John and Matilda Wojcik by Bob and Ursula 
5:30pm  ......... [FS]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe     

Mon, Sep 4 ..............1 Thes 4:13‐18; Lk 4:16‐30 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Ruth Donahue by Terry and Lindy Donahue 
8:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Diann Merrill by Susie 
10:30pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Betty Smith by Daughter

Tue, Sep 5 ...................1 Thes 5:1‐6, 9‐11; Lk 4:31‐37 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Michael Hussey by Dan and Mary Vollman 
8:30am  ......... [FS]  ...... Nayla Larkham by Nora Stephan 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... Laurel Bradley by Barbara Bradley 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Del Ben Giuseppe by Rita Dunn

Wed, Sep 6 ..............Col 1:1‐8; Lk 4:38‐44 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Veronica and H.J. Lortie by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Bob Corey by John and Shelly Corey 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... (L) Cashel Helms by Mary and John McGruder 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Marie Hofferg

Thu, Sep 7 ...............Col 1:9‐14; Lk 5:1‐11 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Sharon Burke by Madonna Weir 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Phillip Couri by the O’Connell Family 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... James L. Gallo by Hank and Jan Castonguay 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Robert Dacanay by Maria Patricia Lim

Fri, Sep 8 ................Mi 5:1‐4a; Mt 1:1‐16, 18‐23 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Lillian Massara by Aldo 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Barbara Micucci by Jackie Earney 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Edward Mongillo by Wife 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Maria P. Cueva by the Family

Sat, Sep 9................Col 1:21‐23; Lk 6:1‐5 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Riley Hardy by Jane and Sam Hardy 
8:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Leonard Schoeman by Pat Schoeman 
4:00pm  ......... [FS]  ...... (L) Herve Lochard by Friend 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Julie Tierney Family by Friend

Sun, Sept 10 ............Ez 33:7‐9; Rom 13:8‐10; Mt 18:15‐20 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Ryan Halstead by Mother 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/Spanish) Elme Rodriguez by Diane Gonzalez Adams 
9:00am  ......... [CF]  ...... Harry E. Hammond by Ursula and Bob 
10:30am  ....... [GS]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Ingrid Fleischmann by Kevin Rutkowski 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family 

Father George (GS), Father Jan (JR), Father Chris (CF),  
Father Joseph (JV), Father Celestino (CG), Father Fausto (FS)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Catholic University of America is unique among universities in the United States. 
As the national university of the Catholic Church, founded by the Bishops of this 
country, the University provides an education based in Catholic intellectual tradition 
and Catholic values, to over 5,700 students. Its motto - “God Is My Light” - has 
guided the University in educating students who go on to serve the Church and the 
nation and to transform the world.

In addition to its academic curriculum, the Catholic University offers training initiatives 
that help Dioceses and Parishes in responding to the most pressing needs of the 
Faithful. A few examples of how the University is serving the Church include a  
master’s program in Ecclesial Administration and Management, as well as a  
credentialing program that prepares recent graduates to serve as campus ministers.

The Diocese of Venice, along with Dioceses across the United States, will take up a 
collection for the Catholic University of America the weekend of September 9 and 
10, 2023. These funds will assist with scholarships to financially needy students to 
ensure that a Catholic University education remains affordable to students who seek 
a faith-based higher education. May God Bless you for your generosity and thank you 
for your support of the Catholic University of America.

This opportunity is taken to extend to you the assurances of my continued  
consideration, as well as my prayers for you and your family.

Sincerely yours in Christ,  
Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of in Florida
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285  . . . . . . . . . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society  . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist  . . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry  . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women  . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee  . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council  . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .  Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry  . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Jail Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Kevin McKenney  . . . kmckenney55@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus  . . . . .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry  . . . . .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation  . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel  . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School .  .  .Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy  . . . . . .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M.,  
   Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C.  
   (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald,  
   Business Manager
Patricia Sileo,  
   Director of Religious Education
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Rose Ann Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joseph Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Naploes, Maintenance
Blanca Goetz, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

This Week  
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Sep 3 •  1-6pm - Vietnamese Summer Festival - Parish Hall 
Mon, Sep 4 •  Labor Day - Church Office Closed

Tue, Sep 5 •  Blessed Mother Teresa 
10:30am - Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wed, Sep 6 •  5:30-7pm - Evening Women’s Bible Study  
Selby Library 2nd floor, group study room 2

Thu, Sep 7  •  10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall
Fri, Sep 8  •  Birth of the Virgin Mary

Sat, Sep 9  •  Saint Peter Claver
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The Church of St. Patrick Out & About Social Club  
invites St. Martha Parishioners to join on Sept 13th for a 

bus trip to the theatre at Broadway Palms to see the below 
production of Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express:

When: Wed - Sep 13, 20 • Oct 18, 25 
following the 9am Mass

Contact: St. Michaels for more information
stmichaelssiesta.com  •  941- 349-4174

Where: St Michael the Archangel Church 
5394 Midnight Pass Rd., Siesta Key

Upcoming Events 
Red Mass - The Red Mass, a medieval tradition of the Roman Catholic Church, 
has been observed annually in the Diocese of Venice since 2008. This year, the 
Red Mass will be celebrated on October 18 at 5:30pm at St. Martha Catholic 
Church. The Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice, will 
be the Main Celebrant. A reception hosted by the Catholic Lawyers Guild (CLG) 
follows immediately at the Parish Hall. More information, Atty. Paul Consbruck 
at 866.558.7285; 941.966.6706 or adoptfla@yahoo.com.

Dinner for Life - Are you looking for a fun and meaningful way to spend your 
evening? Do you want to support a great cause and enjoy a delicious meal? If 
so, you are invited to attend a Dinner for Life, a special event to celebrate and 
support the Culture of Life in our community on Friday, October 7 at 5pm at the 
Columbus Banquet Hall, located at 4880 Fruitville Road, Sarasota. Appetizers 
are served followed by a delicious prime rib dinner at 6pm. You can also enjoy 
cocktails served at the cash bar. Featuring guest speakers from Solve Maternity 
Homes and 40 Days for Life, you will also hear from Father Chris of St 
Martha Church, who shares insights and experiences on the importance of de-
fending the dignity and sanctity of human life from conception to natural death. 
This fundraising event supports these two non-profit organizations providing 
Christ-centered care to pregnant mothers. Tickets are $40 or $320 for a table of 
eight. Advanced tickets purchased at the Parish Office of St Martha Church.

Kevin Henschel & Julia Wilcutt (2)
Edgar Marquez & Annamaria Olivero (2)
Tom Merriman & Francesca LeStrange (2)

Christoper Goetz & Erin O’Connell (2)
Willaim Haller & Hannah Peterson (2) 

Wedding Banns
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