


From Our Pastor, Father George
November 26, 2023 
Sunday Sermon – Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the King of Universe
From Father Chris Frost 
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
Few of us have been subject to a king, and the few kings left in the world 
do not have the power over their subjects’ lives that a king in  
the Ancient Near East or the Roman Empire had. It is not surprising, then,  
that when Jews of that time imagined what it would be like for God to 
finally take complete control of the world, they used imagery of kingship 
and of great battles between good and evil. The most powerful use of that 
language, however, made its point by turning typical ideas of kingship on 
their head, as our readings today show.
In the first reading, Ezekiel sees that eventually the devastating reigns of  
Israel’s recent kings, as well as the kings of other nations who conquered 
Israel, would come to an end. God will be their king, but his reign will be 
not of pomp and majesty but of the kindest of shepherds, 
tenderly giving care to the most vulnerable of the flock.
For Paul, Christ’s resurrection signaled that the end times 
had begun, and very soon, he thought, Christ will reign 
as king. But again, he will be a king far different than 
the Jews were experiencing under the Roman emperors. 
Christ the King will bring not more money and prestige to 
the rich, but life eternal to those who belong to him. He 
promises just judgment both for them and for those who 
have oppressed them.
The Gospel tells us how to belong to Christ. Jesus’ parable 
of the sheep and the goats continues the theme of the 
messianic king who will judge justly. In the Roman Empire, 
honor was everything and money was able to buy you 
that. Money also bought what could only roughly be 
called justice. It is not money or power or worldly honor that gains one 
admittance to Jesus’ kingdom, however – it is acting like God, the Good 
Shepherd, who binds up the injured and heals the sick. To be with him and 
in him, Christ the King chooses quite simply those who give food, drink, 
clothing, and comfort to those most neglected.
The Solemnity of Christ the King was promulgated by Pope Pius XI on 
December 11, 1925 by publishing his encyclical letter Quas primas, on 
the Kingship of Christ. Europe was still healing from the effects of World 
War I. The once great Catholic monarchies of Europe had been replaced 
by fascists, socialists and communists – all styles of government that are 
opposed to religious observance. Europe was beginning to turn away from 
God and his Church. The intent of this solemnity was to let all people know 
that the kings of men will never match the great and glorious, merciful and 
mighty kingship of Jesus Christ.
Pope Pius XI wrote in Quas primas: Nations will be reminded by the annual 
celebration of this feast that not only private individuals - but also rulers 
and princes - are bound to give public honor and obedience to Christ.

From Father George
Silent Parish Adoration – Thursday,  
November 30, 2023: 6-7pm Come to our church and 
join other parishioners for this monthly adoration! May these 
words: Faith will tell us Christ is present encourage us to 
come and adore the Lord Jesus.
Think about your own Eucharistic Revival! So far, 

we had a national and diocesan Eucharistic Revival events. At this time, I  
invite everyone in the parish to reflect on your own faith in Jesus Christ pres-
ent in the Eucharist. Spend some time in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
say your thanks to Jesus present there for you. Soon you will hear more 
about the small groups of the Eucharistic Revival in our parish, please consider 
joining them and benefiting from listening and learning more about the Lord 
and the Eucharist.  
We are rebuilding the church choir for 10:30am Sunday 
Mass! In response to good number of requests in the parish, I would like 
to invite volunteers, who would like to sing in the choir, to bring their names 

and contact phone numbers to the parish 
office, please! Virginia Bray - our parish Music 
Director will contact you, invite you to the 
audition and will inform you about the next 
step. We are hoping that together with the 
choir members, who sung in it before the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we will hear the choir at 
our Mass soon.
We pray for our Dead During November, 
we are called in a special way to remember 
our brothers and sisters who have fallen asleep 
in the hope of the resurrection (Eucharistic 
Prayer II of the Mass). You may want to say 
the prayer: Eternal rest grant unto them O 
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace! Light a candle for 

them, visit the place of their burial. Pray glorious mysteries of the Rosary for 
them. Pray Biblical Psalm 50 on their behalf or your own payer.

Next Sunday (December 3, 2023) is First Sunday of Advent 
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,  
Father George

“It is not money or power 
or worldly honor that gains  
one admittance to Jesus’  

kingdom, however – it is acting 
like God, the Good Shepherd, 
who binds up the injured 
and heals the sick?.”

– Father Chris Frost

We pray for the Holy Father; as he fulfills his  
mission, may he continue to accompany the flock 
entrusted to him, with the help of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer Intention
        for November 2023

Pope Francis
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Weekly Mass Intentions
Sun, Nov 26  ...........Ez 34:11‐12, 15‐17;  

1 Cor 15:20‐26, 28; Mt 25:31‐46
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Margita Uhrinova & Rev. Andrew Cvincek by Duci Kovacik 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/Span) Vinnie Russo by Family 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... James Meade by Sean and Mary Ann White 
9:00am  ......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) Rita Wentzel by Diane Stenglein 
10:30am  ....... [FS]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... James and Elizabeth Petrella by Terry Petrella 
12:00pm  ....... [VA]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Carlo & Katherine Nicandri by Lucy Nicandri & Richard Davis

Mon, Nov 27 ...........Dn 1:1‐6, 8‐20; Lk 21:1‐4 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Michael Lortie by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [BL]  ...... Communion Service 
12:00pm  ....... [VA]  ...... Linda McMenamy by Gary and Antonela 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Joanne and Ken Lasky by Sean and Mary Ann White

Tue, Nov 28 .............Dn 2:31‐45; Lk 21:5‐11
7:30am  ......... [VA]  ...... (L) The Veitkus Family by Dan Veitkus 
8:30am  ......... [BL]  ...... Communion Service 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... Ryan Tuttle by Regina and Dale 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Duarte Family by Adriana Duarte

Wed, Nov 29 ...........Dn 5:1‐6, 13‐14, 16‐17, 23‐38; Lk 21:12‐19 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Jill Veitkus by Dan Veitkus 
8:30am  ......... [BL]  ...... Communion Service 
12:00pm  ....... [BL]  ...... Communion Service 
5:30pm  ......... [FS]  ...... (L) Monica Lingen and Daughter by Adriana Duarte

Thu, Nov 30 ............Rom 10:9‐18; Mt 4:18‐22 
7:30am  ......... [VA]  ...... Onofrio Sozio by Dan Veitkus 
8:30am  ......... [FS]  ...... Tom Fuerst by Volunteers
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... (L) Luise and Mark McGough by James and Mary McGough
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Pat and Mary White by Family

Fri, Dec 1 ................Dn 7:2‐14; Lk 21:29‐33 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... (L) Claire Collins by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [VA]  ...... Fabio Trujillo by Nancy Trujillo 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... The Poor Souls in Purgatory by John and Stephanie Iacopelli 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Leo “Lee” Maas by Riccardo and Cynthia Arcaro

Sat, Dec 2 ...............Dn 7:15‐27; Lk 21:34‐36 
7:30am  ......... [VA]  ...... Joe Suchan by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Raul Carrascal by Adriana Duarte 
4:00pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Constance M. Maier by Son, Harry 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Jessica McGruder by Mary and John McGruder

Sun, Dec 3 ...............Is 63:16b‐17, 19b; 64:2‐7; 1 Cor 1:3‐9; Mk 13:33‐37
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Ryan Halstead by Mother 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/Span) Peter Romano by Family 
9:00am  ......... [JR]  ...... George Romero by Maryann Miller 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... (Hall) (L) Kate Shaver by Nora Stephan 
10:30am  ....... [CF]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Marg Sharp by Stephen Mislyan 
12:00pm  ....... [VA]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF), Fr. Vinent (VA),  
Fr. Celestino (CG), Fr. Fausto (FS), Dn Bill (BL)

Emmaus Journey Bible Study
Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn 

with fellow participants with facilitator and  
parishioner Lindy Donahue. All are welcome!  

Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am (including Summer)
St. Martha Catholic Church, in the Conference Room  

Contact Lindy 724.263.8285 • lindydonahue@mac.com

Abortion Preeminent Issue for U.S. Bishops 
At their Plenary Fall meeting November 15, the U.S. Bishops approved an  

amendment reaffirming that opposition to abortion is their preeminent priority ahead of 
the 2024 elections because it directly attacks our most vulnerable and voiceless brothers 

and sisters and destroys more than a million lives per year in our country alone. This 
amendment passed with an overwhelming 225 votes in favor and 11 opposed. The 
amendment is part of their document: Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.

In the words of Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore, vice president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops: It’s not simply a public policy issue.  It is a deeply, 

deeply pastoral issue of loving the moms in need, helping them bring their babies to 
term, and then providing them with what they need to move forward.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today, men and women of Religious Communities past the age of seventy outnumber 
younger religious by nearly three to one. For most of their lives, elderly religious 
worked tirelessly during their days of active ministry, helping the neediest among 
us, often for minimal pay. Today, they need our help. Religious communities find 
it increasingly difficult to provide for their needs, due to rising health care costs, 
decreasing income and diminishing retirement savings.

Each year, the National Religious Retirement Office (NRRO) provides support through 
the annual appeal for the Retirement Fund for Religious by providing financial 
assistance to religious communities for medications, nursing care and much more. Ad-
ditionally, they support educational programming, services and resources that enable 
religious communities to evaluate and prepare for long-term retirement needs.

Parishes throughout the Diocese of Venice will conduct the annual collection for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious the weekend of December 9 and 10, 2023. Your 
support provides day to day care of elderly sisters, brothers and religious order priests.

Thank you for your generosity towards these men and women who have given their 
lives to serve our Lord, the Church and Her Faithful. I take this opportunity to extend 
to each of you the assurances of my continued consideration, as well as my prayers 
for you and your family. Have a Blessed Advent Season. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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Diocese of Venice 
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee.  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Jail Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dc. Kevin McKenney  . . . kmckenney55@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus .  .  .  .  .  .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy 
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School . . .Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M.,  
   Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. 
   (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald, 
   Business Manager
Patricia Sileo,  
   Director of Religious Education
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Susie Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joe Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Naploes, Maintenance
Blanca Goetz, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Nov 26 • 10:15am - Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms 
Tue, Nov 28 • 10:30am - Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room 

Wed, Nov 29 •  9:30-11:30am - Walking with Purpose Geenen Hall
 Thu, Nov 30 • Saint Andrew 

10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall  •  6pm - Adoration
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  

Are you from another denomination and want to explore 
and embrace the Catholic Faith?  

 Contact Fr. George to meet and start your journey! 
frgeorge@stmartha.org

Upcoming Event in the Diocese 
Faith & Wine Lee County - Our 10th season will once again have 
faith-filled speakers and wonderful evenings together. The first evening is 
Tuesday, November 30 from 6:30pm at Resurrection Parish, 8121 
Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers. The speaker is Maria Vadia and the topic is 
Healing: Your Inheritance. Gatherings continue monthly through March. For 
speaker biographies and registration information, go to faithandwineleecounty.com.

Faith & Ale Lee County - A Catholic Men’s group invites you to join 
in fellowship on Thursday, December 14 from 6-8pm at Church of the 
Resurrection Parish Center, 8121 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers. The 
speaker is Adam Nguyen, Sr. Manager of Engineering & Construction at the 
Lee County Port Authority. Adam was born and raised in Saigon, Vietnam and 
immigrated to the U.S. in 1985. He is a member of St. John XXIII Parish and 
serves as the president of the Vietnamese Catholic Community at the Parish. 
Adam will be speaking about My Escape from Postwar Vietnam where he 
shares his own journey to the U.S. Pizza and refreshments are included for a 
$10 donation. Online reservations required faithandale.com.   

Gloria Concert - St. Peter the Apostle Parish, 5130 Rattlesnake 
Hammock Road, Naples, is hosting a Gloria Concert at 6:30pm, Thurs-
day, December 14. The free concert includes all the Parish choirs of 
various languages as well as a children’s pageant. Contact Nancy Spolsino 
239.774.3037 for more information.

Save the Date  - The Catholic-Jewish Dialogue of Collier County 
invites all to the program Jewish and Catholic Perspectives on Sin and For-
giveness on Sunday, January 21 from 2:30pm at the Nina Iser Jewish 
Cultural Center, 4720 Pine Ridge Road, Naples. Father George Ratzmann, 
Pastor of St. William Parish in Naples, and Rabbi Mark Gross of the Jewish 
Congregation of Marco Island, present their commentaries on the topic. Table 
discussions follows the presentations with refreshments. RSVP 239-263-4205.
Save the Date - Made for More: Visions of the Promised Land is 
hosting Christopher West and Mike Mangione from the Theology of the Body 
Institute at St. John the Evangelist Parish, 625 111th Ave N, Naples on 
Thursday, February 29 from 7-9:30pm and is an inspired blend of live 
music, art, and presentation that taps the deepest desires of the human heart 
and offers a vision of the Gospel like you’ve never heard. The cost is $25. 
Register at m4mnaplesfl.eventbrite.com. For more information contact 
Natalie Campbell at natalie@sjecc.com or 239.566.8740 ext. 3909.  

Join us for Holiday Wine & Cheese 
In the Courtyard  •  December 9 

 after the 4 and 5:30pm Masses
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