


From Our Pastor, Father George
January 21, 2024 - 3rd Sunday in the Year

From Father George 
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 

Understanding of the transubstantiation of bread 
into the body of Christ! 

Christ according to St. Thomas Aquinas. (Bishop Robert Barron: This is my Body). 
St. Thomas Aquinas took up the language of the Fourth Lateran Council and 
attempted to articulate the Eucharistic change in terms of substance and accident. 
The specific question that he posed was the following: 
whether bread can be changed into the body of Christ. 
Having denied, for obvious reasons, that the change could 
be through some sort of ordinary local motion (the bread 
leaving and the body of Christ arriving), Thomas claims 
that the change takes place at the level of substance, that 
underlying and essentially invisible substrate that consti-
tutes the deepest identity of a given thing. The substances 
of the bread and wine change into the substances of the 
Body and Blood of Jesus, even while the accidents (ap-
pearances) of bread and wine remain. This change, unlike 
anything that occurs in nature, is due to the extraordinary 
intensity of the divine power, which can reach, as it does 
in the act of creation, to the very roots of reality. The 
same God who made bread and wine from nothing and 
sustains them in existence from moment to moment can 
transform the deepest ontological centers of those things 
into something else.

January 22, - Day of prayers for the legal 
protection of unborn children: Florida Bishops asks 
us to pray for life as there is an extreme ballot initiative proposing to amend our 
state constitution to legalize full-term abortion, which is a grave concern.

Last Thursday of the month Adoration – January 25th Faith will tell 
us Christ is present, when our human senses fail (from the hymn: Tantum ergo 
Sacramentum). Come to our church and adore, in silence, the Lord Jesus in the 
exposed Blessed Sacrament, on Thursday, January 25, 2024, from 6-7pm.

Week of prayers for Christian Unity Between January 18 and 25, 2023, 
all Christians are invited to pray for the unity of the Church of Christ in the world. 
Jesus himself teaches us to be united so let’s observe the Lord’s commandment: 
“..that they may be one, as we are one – I living in them, you living in me – 
that their unity may be complete. So shall the world know that you sent me, and 
that you loved them as you loved me.” (John 17: 22b-23)  

Also January 22, Feast of St. Vincent Pallotti, a 
Roman priest who was born on April 21, 1795, and died in 
Rome on January 22, 1850, was telling all Christians and all 
members of the Catholic Church about taking leadership in 
spreading the gospel values.

He used to say that everyone is an apostle and no matter 
who we are, we are all called to follow Jesus and offer our 
charity to our neighbor. He founded the Society of the Catholic 
Apostolate (The Pallottines) which is the part of the Union 
of the Catholic Apostolate. Catholic apostolate, which means 

universal, is for everyone who wants to help and everyone who needs help. Lay 
people as well as clergy can revive faith and re-ignite love in the Church.

The Small Groups of the Eucharistic Revival Groups of about 6 people  
will be created from all participants, we will watch the 
prepared material on video and then in our small groups,  
with the help of the table facilitator, we will be sharing, 
discussing, listening and learning more about the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the Eucharist. The material (Video material, 
questions and comments) prepared by the Eucharistic Revival 
Committee on behalf of the US Bishops Conference will last 
about two hours. There will be seven sessions, once a week.

Bishop Robert Baron writes in his book,  
This is my Body In a very real sense, death (and the  
fear of death) stands behind all sin, and hence Jesus  
had to journey into the realm of death and, through the 
sacrifice, twist it back to life. (p. 57)

Next Sunday (January 28, 2024) is the 4th Sunday  
of the Year.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

“ The same God who  
made bread and wine  
from nothing and  
sustains them in  

existence from moment  
to moment can  

transform the deepest  
ontological centers of  
those things into  
something else. ”    

– St Thomas Aquinas

For the Gift of Diversity in The Church   
Let us pray that the Spirit help us recognize  
the gift of different charisms within the  
Christian community, and to discover the  
richness of different ritual traditions in the  
heart of the Catholic Church.

Prayer Intention
        for January 2024

Pope Francis
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  

Are you from another denomination and want to explore and 
embrace the Catholic Faith?  

 Contact Fr. George to meet and start your journey! 
frgeorge@stmartha.org

St Martha’s Caritas Pantry
St. Martha’s Caritas Pantry is honored to serve our community.

In 2023 we served 7,369 Households and 13,033 individuals.
December 2023 we served 542 households served and 1,000 individuals.

Last year, in 2022, we served 12,119 individuals.
Great work all and thank you!

Caritas is an outreach ministry established in 1980 by Rev. Jerome A. Carosella  
that provides assistance with utility payments, food, transportation, prescriptions, 

and work attire for thousands of Sarasota residents per year in acute financial need.

The program is a joint effort of five downtown churches: First Baptist Church,  
First Presbyterian Church, Church of the Redeemer, St. Martha Catholic Church,  

and  First United Methodist Church. 941.366.5620
If you are interested in becoming a Caritas volunteer, 

 please contact our Volunteer Coordinator at volunteer@stmartha.org
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Weekly Mass Intentions
Sun, Jan 21 .............Jon 3:1-5, 10; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... Ray O’Connell by Peggy and Mollie 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Spanish) Special Intentions 
9:00am  ......... [FS]  ...... LaVerne Sheppard by the LBK Bible Study Group 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... (Hall) (L) Fiorella Duarte by Mom and Dad 
10:30am  ....... [RN]  ..... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Aldo Giovanucci by Loretta Haddad 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Fam by Joe and Betty Plouffei

Mon, Jan 22 ............2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Mk 3:22-30 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Anne Donovan Lortie by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [RN]  ..... Filippo Saglimbeui Ragusa by Gary and Antoniela 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Johanna O’Connor by Cathy & George Phillips 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... William “Steve” Linderman by Peter Linderman

Tue, Jan 23 .............2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Mk 3:31-35 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Nancy Burnside by Peter Heraty 
8:30am  ......... [RN]  ..... Dr. John Hoertz by Thomas and Jacqueline 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... Mr. Clair Johnson by Hank and Jack 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Geraldine Squeglia by her loving Family

Wed, Jan 24 ............2 Sm 7:4-17; Mk 4:1-20 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... (L) Pam Paulson by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Silvioenzo Pieruntozz by Gary and Antoniela 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Margaret O’Keefe by John Slattery 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Karin Hunt by Paula and David Shigley

Thu, Jan 25 ............Acts 22:3-16; Mk 16:15-18 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Nuns in Purgatory by Stephanie and John Iacopelli 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Patrick Bovienzo by Son 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Edna Koury, MD by Bill Koury 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... John Wacker by Judy Kozlowski

Fri, Jan 26 ..............2 Tm 1:1-8; Mk 4:26-34 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... The Poor Souls in Purgatory by Gary and Antoniela 
8:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Mary Lou Leigh by Peter Leigh 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... Emilia Kovacik by Magda Kovacik 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... The Poor Souls in Purgatory by Javier Olivos

Sat, Jan 27 ..............2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Mk 4:35-41 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Maureen A. Quinn by Brothers of Holy Cross 
8:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Michael LaRocco by Jack Buckingham 
4:00pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Anita Corben by Friend 
4:00pm  ......... [FS]  ...... (Hall) Walter & Rose Szczesny by Friend 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Kathryn F. Fitzgerald by Don & Betsy Bergstrom

Sun, Jan 28 .............Dt 18:15-20; 1 Cor 7:32-35; Mk 1:21-28 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Gen Zitko by Terry and Lindy Donahue 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Spanish) Special Intent ions 
9:00am  ......... [CF]  ...... Carol Lewis by Jane Herbert 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... (Hall) Special Intentions 
10:30am  ....... [FS]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... (L) The Duarte Family by the Family 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Fam by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF), Fr. Joseph (JV), Bishop Frank Dewane (FD),  
Fr. Celestino (CG), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr . Richard Notter (RN)
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee.  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Jail Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dc. Kevin McKenney  . . . kmckenney55@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus .  .  .  .  .  .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School . . .Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald, Business Manager
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education 
Blanca Goetz, Administrative Assistant  
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Susie Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joe Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Napoles, Maintenance
Boz̀ena Borowiecka, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church  

 Sunday, January 21 •  10:15 - Religious Education Classes - Upstairs Classrooms 
 Monday, January 22 •   Saint Vincent and Saint Marianne Cope  

 Tuesday, January 23 •  10:30am - Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room
 Wednesday, January 24 •   Saint Francis De Sales 

•   9:30-11:30am - Walking with Purpose - Geenen Hall  
 Thursday, January 25 •  10am - Lectio Divinan - Geenen Hall 

•  6pm - Adoration
 Friday, January 26 •  Saint Timothy and Saint Titus

Saturday, January 27 •  Saint Angela Merici
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Interested persons should contact
Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator

941-780-7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org

HELP WANTED Care Facility Volunteer
We are looking for caring and compassionate  
people to serve the Catholic residents at a  
long-term care facility.
The duties include weekly visits with residents  
to lead a Communion Service in the activities  
room and make room visits to distribute the  
Holy Eucharist to the bedridden.  
Visits last two hours.Volunteers are needed for 
Friday or Saturday morning scheduled visits.
No experience required. 
Training and mentoring provided.
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