


From Our Pastor, Father George
February 4, 2024 - 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
From Deacon Pat Macaulay 
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
Today’s readings are about the hopefulness and the healing 
power of God. As the Alleluia refrain states: Christ took away our infirmities  
and bore our diseases. 

The reading from the book of Job depicts is an exquisite dramatic treatment of 
the problem of the suffering of the innocent and lives without hope. Hope as 
defined by the Catechism is the theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom 
of heaven and eternal life as or happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s promises 
and relying not on our own strength, but on the help of the Holy Spirit. Hope is 
living a life believing in divine providence. 

St. Thomas Aquinas stresses the importance of Hope and divine providence.  
He wrote: If divine providence is denied, no reverence or true fear of God will 
remain among men. Each man can weigh well how great will be the propensity 
for vice and the lack of desire for virtue which follows from this idea. For nothing 
so calls men back from evil things and induces them to good as much as the fear 
and love of God.

In the Gospel, in addition to healing Simon’s mother-in-law, we see the  
universality of his healing power. The whole town as well as preaching and driving 
out demons throughout the whole of Galilee represents the totality of humanity - 
all who were ill or possessed by demons. In effect, they gathered with hope and 
were healed! 

Now, it is appropriate for me to address demons. Personally, I accept that when 
I am in a state of sinfulness (a state of not loving God or neighbor), my soul is 
demoniacally infected. To return to a state of Grace, I need to bring my soul to 
the Confessional and lay my sinfulness before Jesus for him to heal my soul’s 
illness. Only then can I, like Simon’s mother-in-law, be thankful and rise up and 
serve Jesus as well as my neighbor. 

When we were baptized, we were inducted into God’s Holy People. As such, each 
of us are required to serve Jesus by leading exemplary lives and thus attracting 
others to Him. 

As St. Paul describes in the epistle, our lives must embrace the Lordship of Christ 
and be lives of hope and of thanksgiving. Like St. Paul, we must tell everyone 
the Good News. By bringing others to share in the Divine Salvation, we fulfill the 
Jesus’ purpose! 

Be thankful and hopeful!   

From Father George 
Fr. Patrick Wilson – 1st Anniversary of his death It has been a year 
since Fr. Patrick died on February 2, 2023, but we still miss him, and many of us 
who knew him for a long time or were very close to him need to commemorate 
about him. The beauty of the heavenly life in which we believe, and the reality 
of earthly life help us to commend him to the mercy of God and to thank God for 
the gift of Fr. Patrick’s life and his Christian service. 

The Small Groups will help you to revive your love to Jesus who 
instituted the Eucharist Groups of about 6 people will be created from all 
participants, we will watch the prepared material on video and with the help of 
the table facilitator, we will be sharing, discussing, listening and learning more 
about the Lord Jesus Christ and the Eucharist. The material (Video material, 
questions and comments) prepared by the Eucharistic Revival Committee on 
behalf of the US Bishops Conference will last about two hours. There will be 
seven sessions, once a week.

Bishop Robert Baron writes in his book, This is my Body: Though it 
has in recent years been lampooned as advocating a type of divine child abuse, the 
doctrine of the atonement stands at the heart of Christian faith and proclamation. 
The Father sent his Son into godforsakenness, into the morass of sin and death,  
not because he delighted in seeing his Son suffer, but rather because he wanted his 
Son to bring the divine light to the darkest place. (p. 59)

Next Sunday (February 11, 2024) is the 6th Sunday in Ordinary T  ime

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that those with a  
terminal illness, and their families,  
receive the necessary physical and  
spiritual care and accompaniment.

 Thursday mornings at 10am  
for Lectio Divinan classes  

in Geenen Hall.

Prayer Intention for  
February 2024

Pope FrancisPlease Join Us!
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Weekly Mass Intentions
Sun, Feb 4 ...............Jb 7:1-4, 6-7; 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23;  
                                Mk 1:29-39 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Susan Anthofer by Dennis P. Cikovic 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Spanish) Special Intentions 
9:00am  ......... [FS]  ...... Daniel Quin by Patricia Scalia 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... (Hall) Special Intentions 
10:30am  ....... [JR]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [RN]  ..... Aldo Giovanucci by Rita Giovanucci 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family
Mon, Feb 5 ..............1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Mk 6:53-56 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Paul and Marge Lortie by Jack Buckingham 
8:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Richard Borchers by Dave and Kate Shaver 
12:00pm  ....... [RN]  ..... Louie Bell by Lily Bell 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Catherine Lauritano by Kathy Lauritano
Tue, Feb 6 .................. 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Mk 7:1-13 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Dr. John Hoertz by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am  ......... [RN]  ..... Ray Dizon by the Mroczkowski Family 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... (L) Louise and Joanie by Friend 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Assunta & Pietro Di Tommaso by Franca Di Tommaso
Wed, Feb 7 ..............1 Kgs 10:1-10; Mk 7:14-23 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... John Mansolillo by Donald and Lynn Gliottone 
8:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Marina Conetta Manoli by Gary and Antoniela 
12:00pm  ....... [RN]  ..... Louis Anchinsko by Marianne Richards 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... James Meade by Claire Meade
Thu, Feb 8 ..............1 Kgs 11:4-13; Mk 7:24-30 
7:30am  ......... [RN]  ..... Victor Polansky by Claire Collins 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... James Norris by Janet 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Efthimides Family by Emil Efthimides 
5:30pm  ......... [FS]  ...... Joanne Mims by Eddie and Mary McGough
Fri, Feb 9 ................1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19; Mk 7:31-37 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Monica Lingen by Sister 
8:30am  ......... [RN]  ..... Fr. Patrick Wilson by Friend 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Joseph Cino by Catherine Carrubba 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Billy Miller by Louise Miller
Sat, Feb 10 ..............1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Mk 8:1-10 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Alphonse Moretti by Carmela Scarongella 
8:30am  ......... [RN]  ..... Fabio Trujillo by Nancy Trujillo 
4:00pm  ......... [FS]  ...... Anita Corben by Friend 
4:00pm  ......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) Dec’d Mbrs of Russo & Sagnalla Family by Barbara 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Lucy Mendez by Michael Ortega
Sun, Feb 11 .............Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 Cor 10:31–11:1; Mk 1:40-45 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... A lina DeRivera by the Cantwell Family 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Spanish) Lena Spero by Ann Crowley 
9:00am  ......... [CF]  ...... Maria Concetta Occhino by Gary and Antoniela 
9:00am  ......... [FS]  ...... (Hall) Michael Houlihan by Michael Houlihan 
10:30am  ....... [JR]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [RN]  ..... Aldo Giovanucci by Loretta Haddad 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Fam. by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Celestino (CG),  
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Richard Notter (RN)
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee.  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus .  .  .  .  .  .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School . . .Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald, Business Manager
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education 
Blanca Goetz, Administrative Assistant  
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Susie Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joe Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Napoles, Maintenance
Boz̀ena Borowiecka, Rectory Housekeeper
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church  

 Sunday, February 4  
•  10:15 - Religious Education Classes - Upstairs Classrooms 

 Monday, February 5 •  Saint Agatha
 Tuesday, February 6 •   Saint Paul Miki 

10:30am - Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room  
 Wednesday, February 7  

•   9:30-11:30am - Walking with  Purpose - Geenen Hall 
Thursday, February 8 •  Saint Jerome Emiliani 

 10am - Lectio Divinan - Geenen Hall 
 Saturday, February 10 •  Saint Scholastica
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Interested persons should contact
Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator

941-780-7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org

HELP WANTED Care Facility Volunteer
We are looking for caring and compassionate  
people to serve the Catholic residents at a  
long-term care facility. The duties include 
weekly visits with residents to lead a Communion 
Service in the activities room and make room 
visits to distribute the Holy Eucharist to the  
bedridden. Visits last two hours. Volunteers 
are needed for Thursday or Saturday 
morning scheduled visits. No experience 
required. Training and mentoring provided.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL
3358 SPONSORS A NOVENA FOR LIFE 

12‐20 FEBRUARY WITH SAINT 
MARTHA PARISH

Gospel of Life Prayer Cards will be distributed to 
attendees at all Saint Martha weekend masses on

10 & 11 February.
The Novena will start on 12 February. Participants are 
asked to recite the prayer cards followed by a period 
of reflection on your intentions at least daily for the 9 

days of the Novena.
The Novena will conclude on Tuesday, 20 February at
6 p.m. at the Columbus Hall, 4800 Fruitville Road, 

Sarasota.
A Holy Rosary will be recited for the protection of all 
human life followed immediately after by the showing 
of a FREE PROLIFE MOVIE with FREE POPCORN and 

REFRESHMENTS.
NOTE: Additional prayer cards will be available at the 
Church Narthex and at the Church Office so all parishioners 
may participate.
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