


From Our Pastor, Father George
March 17, 2024 - 5th Sunday of Lent 
From Father Jan 
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
The New Covenant Which Will Last Forever is About to Begin
I. Through Prophet Jeremiah God Promises the New Covenany

 1. Why? Because the Old – Mosaic Covenant was broken.

  a. Mosaic covenant at first was very lightly legislated, mutual and intimate, 
but it was very soon broken by the Israelites worshiping the Golden Calf.

  b. Many more laws were added after the rebellions in the wilderness  
and the final form it got as the vassal treaty, a severe arrangement where a 
great king would impose bonds upon a rebellious servant.

  c. When Israelites broken their covenant with God so often, so God had 
to react and by showing who was their Master as we hear it in today first  
reading. There is another possibility to translate this sentence from Hebrew 
text: “my covenant which they broke, even I was their husband.” And the 
sense is also true: the prophets regarded the covenant at Sinai as a betrothal 
between God and Israel, but they despised his affections and wend back to  
the idols of Egypt.

 2. The New Covenant which God promises by prophet Jeremiah is going to 
be different from the old one because God will “place his law within them and 
write it upon their hearts.

  a. At The Pentecost where The Holy Spirit was poured out into the hearts 
of the apostles. The old law was given externally, written on tablets of stone. 
At Pentecost, the new law was internal, written on the hearts.

  b. New covenant formula is modeled on ancient Israelite marriage  
ceremony, which included a line spoken by the husband, I will be your husband 
and you shall be my wife.

  c. “All shall know God... .” – The personal, experimental knowledge 
of God will be given to every member of the New Covenant. This personal 
knowledge comes through the sacraments, through which we truly encounter 
God and come to know Him experimentally, even if intellectually it is  
necessary to study the faith.

II. The Cross of Jesus – The Great Paradox of the Gospel
 1. Jesus is going to be glorified by The Cross. God demonstrated his great 
love for his creatures by submitting to death. The self-gift even to death will 
result in eternal life.

 2. The Cross is also the judgment when the ruler of this world would be  
driven out. This means that the power of Satan is definitely broken at the Cross.

 3. When Christ will be lifted up on The Cross, He will draw everyone to 
Himself. At The Last Supper, He will lift himself up in his hands and give 
himself under the form of bread to his apostles, establishing the New Covenant 
by sacrament. At the Cross, his body would be lifted up, as he confirmed the 
self-gift of the upper room by giving himself even to death.

 4. John is the Gospel that highlights paradox: Jesus’ greatest humiliation 
is his glorification; what looks like Satan`s triumph is judgment on Satan and 
exorcism; mankind rejection of Jesus on the cross will amount to his drawing 
all men to himself. 

From Father George 
Solemnity of St. Joseph – March 19th - Joseph is honored 
on March 19th since the end of the 10th century; declared Patron 
of the Universal Church in 1870 by Pope Pius IX and Guardian of 
the Redeemer in 1989 by Pope St. John Paul II; he is patron saint 
of workers, carpenters, and of fathers; also of Austria, Belgium, 

Bohemia, Canada, Mexico, Peru and (south) Vietnam. 

Lenten Stations of the Cross - On Fridays in Lent, we will have a  
prayerful meditation on the Stations of the Cross after the 8:30am Mass.

The Small Groups continue through Lent and help to revive our 
love to Jesus who instituted the Eucharist - You can join in any 
time either in the Tuesday morning session at 9am or in the Tuesday evening 
session at 6pm. During these small Groups sessions of about 6 people, we 
watch the prepared material on video and with the help of the table facilitator, 
we share, discuss, listen and learn more about the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
Eucharist. The material (Video material, questions and comments) prepared by 
the Eucharistic Revival Committee on behalf of the US Bishops Conference will 
last about two hours.

Good Friday City Stations of the Cross - Join our Pastor and 26 
Ministers of 14 Denominations with over 1,000 others marching down Main 
Street for Jesus. Experience Good Friday, March 29th with the STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS worship, starting 7:15am at the Regal Theatre, Main Street and 
301 Boulevard to end at the Church of the Redeemer. Come observe Christ’s 
passion the day the world stops to celebrate it.

Next Sunday (March 24, 2024) is Palm Sunday.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that those who risk their lives for the  
Gospel in various parts of the world inflame the  
Church with their courage and missionary enthusiasm.

Prayer Intention for  
March 2024 - For the new martyrs

Pope Francis
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Sun, Mar 17 ............Jer 31:31-34; Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Dennis Runnells by Susie 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/Span) (L) Barbara Romano by Nicole Romano 
9:00am  ......... [CF]  ...... Robert Richards by the Pellegrino Family 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... (Hall) Filomena Danella Cini by Ermelinda Mori 
10:30am  ....... [FS]  ...... For All Parishioners 
10:30am  ....... [CF]  ...... (Hall) (L) God’s Blessing for the Marenco Fam. by Fr. George 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Constance and Frank Arndt by the Castelli Family 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Fr. Patrick by Friend
Mon, Mar 18 ...........Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Jn 8:1-11 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Dec’d Religious of Congregation of Holy Cross by Friend 
8:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... (L) Agnieszka Corsaro by the Corsaro Family 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Janine Kowalski by Susie 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... For the conversion of sinners by Nicole Romano
Tue, Mar 19 ............... 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22;  
                                   Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Maria Van Hoy by Paul and Marge Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Joshua Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... (L) Mary McKenzie by June Isaf 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Linda and Cianni by Carmella Scarongella
Wed, Mar 20 ...........Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Jn 8:31-42 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Fam. by Joe and Betty Plouffe 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Charlie by Bernie and Alane Gismondi 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... Gloria Jean Rokosz by Stephanie and Milton Kruk 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Martin Snyder by Matthew and Diana Buchanan
Thu, Mar 21 ............Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Mr. & Mrs. Milton Seeley by Stephanie & John Iacopelli 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Tony and Janet Coco by Jack Buckingham 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Stephanie R. Gruters by Millicent E. Puleo 
5:30pm  ......... [FS]  ...... William Ray Osborn by Adam Waite
Fri, Mar 22 ..............Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Bill Saluke by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... Charles Koenig by Sharon Koenig 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (L) Caritas Volunteers by Jack Buckingham 
5:30pm  ......... [FS]  ...... Thomas Campbell by Nancy Campbell
Sat, Mar 23 .............Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Hugh Higgins by Paul and Marge Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... (L) Hank & Jan Castonguay 50th Ann. by Hank & Jan Castonguay 
4:00pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Mina and Joe Piano by the Salomone Family 
4:00pm  ......... [CF]  ...... (Hall) Denise Taft by Paul and Marge Lortie 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Cyril and Carol Jeffcoat by June Isaf
Sun, Mar 24 ............Mk 11:1-10; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1–15:47 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Ryan Halstead by Mother 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Span) (L) Fr. Celestino Gutierrez by David & Paula Shigley 
9:00am  ......... [FS]  ...... St. Martha’s Volunteers by Clergy 
9:00am  ......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) Andrzej Grzeslo by Wife, Sons, and Family 
10:30am  ....... [GS]  ...... For All Parishioners 
10:30am  ....... [CF]  ...... (Hall) (L) God’s Blessing for the Marenco Fam. by Fr. George 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Edward Maggi by Rita Giovanucci 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Fam. by Joe and Betty Plouffe
Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Celestino (CG), Fr. Fausto (FS)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Defenders of Life
Lent 40 Days for Life Campaign began, Ash Wednesday, outside of Sarasota 

Planned Parenthood, 736 Central Ave. Please join us while we exercise our First 
Amendment Rights for peaceful prayerful assembly to be a voice for the voiceless, 

the unborn. March 18, 2024 from 9am-1pm is St Martha Day’s to walk.  
We would love you to join us and bring friends with you.

The goal is by having a prayerful, loving, hope giving presence that women and 
men will choose life, babies will be saved and the community will be made aware 
what is going on in this center of death. Women are being lied to and babies are 

dying. Many Abortion Clinics have closed all over the world because of the  
40 Days for Life peaceful, loving PRAYERFUL presence. Please just show up and pray.  
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee.  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus .  .  .  .  .  .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School . . .Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sunday, March 17  
• 10:15am - Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms

Monday, March 18  
• Saint Cyril

Tuesday, March 19  
• 9am and 6pm - Eucharistic Revival • Saint Joseph

Wednesday, March 20 

•   9:30-11:30am - Walking with  Purpose - Geenen Hall 
Thursday, March 21 •  10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

Friday, March 22 •  Saint Turibius

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald, Business Manager
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education 
Blanca Goetz, Administrative Assistant  
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Susie Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joe Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Napoles, Maintenance
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef
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St Martha’s Caritas Pantry
We are honored to serve our community.

January 2024 we served 677 households and 1,185 individuals 
169 Children and 1,016 Adults.

In 2023 we served 7,369 Households and 13,033 individuals.  
Great work all and thank you!

Caritas, an outreach ministry providing assistance with utility payments, food, transportation, 
prescriptions, and work attire for thousands of Sarasota in acute financial need.

This is a joint effort by First Baptist Church, First Presbyterian Church,  
Church of the Redeemer, St. Martha Catholic Church, and First United Methodist Church.  

To Volunteer, contact volunteer@stmartha.org

Over a million Vincentians around the world go to the poor every day. In Sarasota, 
members of the St. Vincent de Paul conferences at Incarnation, St. Thomas 

More and St. Michael’s regularly meet that challenge for our neighbors. 
Our Members are part of a worldwide community of Catholic faithful dedicated to 
spiritualty, friendship, and service. It is said that no form of charity is foreign to the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society. Sometimes, those who need financial assistance are also 
seeking a listener who cares about them, offering them a sacrament of presence.

If being part of that community of Vincentians who go to the poor inter-
ests you, we invite you to join us. Call the Incarnation parish office 

941.921.6631 or come to one of our meetings on the last Monday of 
each month at 6:30pm. Discover for yourself if being part of this ministry 

can provide something speciaLto your life and to the lives of others. 
The harvest is indeed great, but more laborers are needed.

Go to the poor and you will find God.  
   – St. Vincent dePaul  •  That is the Vincentian mission.

Information for families with students in Catholic School
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that parents receive the responsibility of 
evangelizing their children and calls them the first heralds of the faith. The family is 
also called domestic church – the church of the home. It is so important for parents 
to be strong role models as active Catholics, becoming the primary catechists in the 

faith development of their children.
In keeping with this important role of parents, there will be two requirements to qualify for 

the Practicing Catholic Tuition Discount when submitting the Parish Affiliation Form.
The first requirement is 50% attendance at Sunday Mass for the year. To confirm your at-
tendance, please place your offertory envelope in the basket during the offertory collection 

(an offertory contribution of at least a quarter should be included in the envelope).
The second requirement is participation in at least one parish ministry.  

Please find a list of qualifying ministries for parents, children, and families: 
Ministries for Parents: Lector, Usher, or Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion – 
After completion of the selected ministry training program, the parent will be assigned 

to serve at a Saturday Vigil Mass or Sunday Mass. Frequency – once a month.
Ministries for Children: Altar Server – After completion of the training program, the 
altar server is assigned to serve at a Saturday Vigil Mass or Sunday Mass. Frequency 

– at least once a month.
Ministries for Families: Greeters & Offertory Gift Bearers – Before Mass, families 
greet and welcome parishioners/visitors at the main entrance of the church, and 

bring offertory gifts to the altar during Mass. Frequency – once a month.
Family Ministry – Parents and children serve coffee and donuts to parishioners on Sun-
day morning for a ninety-minute shift between 7am & 1pm. Frequency – once a month.
To enroll in a ministry, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Stuart Love, 

at volunteer@stmartha.org or at 941-780-7834.
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