


From Our Pastor, Father George
March 24, 2024 - Sunday Sermon – Palm Sunday 
(with Palm branches we will remember Jesus’ solemn entry into  
Jerusalem to begin his Way of the Cross and we will read together the  
Passion of the Lord to show our gratitude and our union with the Lord).
From Deacon Pat 
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
St. Mark’s Palm Sunday Gospel evokes an emotional roller coaster; a roller coaster 
were we are sorrowfully spiraling ever downward as we empathetically align our 
souls with Christ while he endures the ordeal of His Passion during this Holy Week.
We start by being with him, at ease, at supper with Simon the leper, when  
a woman graciously anoints his head with fine oil.
The next evening, we are with him, again at ease, when he institutes the  
Eucharist at his Last Supper.  We see St. Peter proclaim that Even though all 
should have their faith shaken, mine will not be. Gently, Jesus tells Peter that  
he will deny knowing Jesus three times before dawn.  
Then, we find ourselves in the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus is  
praying: Abba, Father, all things are possible to you. Take this cup away from 
me, but not what I will but what You will. Here he gives us the model for us to 
follow – prayerfully follow the will of God! We are saddened as we realize that 
he is being called to be the sacrifice for our sins. St. Paul wrote: For our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.   
Even though it is night, Jesus is dragged before the High Priest for a preplanned 
inquiry. The high priest asked him are you the Messiah, the son of the Blessed 
one? Then Jesus answered, ‘I am; and you will see the Son of Man seated at the 
right had of the Power and coming with the clouds of Heaven.’ That was enough 
for the high priest who accused Jesus of blasphemy. As they waited for dawn, 
the temple soldiers abused Jesus. Concurrently, Peter betrayed Jesus. We cannot 
help but recall the times that we, through our sinfulness, betray Jesus.
At dawn the full Sanhedrin Council met and referred Jesus to Pilate for trial.  
Pilate knew it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed him over. We 
sorrowfully see the injustice as the crowd, stirred up by the Sanhedrin, shouted  
the louder, ‘Crucify him.’ Pilate order the scourging and execution. The guards  
beat him, mocked him, spat upon him, and then led him to his crucifixion. We 
recall how we hurt Jesus who absorbs the blows of our sinfulness.
We are there when they drive the nails into his wrists and feet and then lift 
him up to die ever so painfully. We stand with Mary and the other women as 
we watch him endure his agony. Sadly, when we sin, we do not feel the pain he 
endures for our sakes! Then he dies. The Temple curtain separating God from 
man is torn top to bottom as the new Temple - the Temple of Jesus is consecrated 
by Jesus’ death.
We are there, spiritually exhausted, when Jesus is taken down from the  
Cross and gently laid to rest in his tomb. Oh my Jesus! We are so sorry  
as we have brought you so much pain through our thoughtless sinfulness!  
We implore you to mercifully forgive us!

From Father George
Holy Thursday (March 28) - We will celebrate the Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper, which commemorates the institution of the Eucharist, with 
washing of feet and the procession at the end followed by the Adoration 

of the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament placed on the altar of repose until 10pm.
Good Friday (March 29) - As we fast and abstain from meat on this day  
of the Passion of the Lord through Saturday, we will participate in the Liturgy  
(Not Mass) of the Passion. It will contain the reading of the Passion, special 
General Intercessions, the Veneration of the Cross and the Holy Communion.
Good Friday City Stations of the Cross - Join our Pastor and 26  
Ministers of 14 Denominations with over 1,000 others marching down Main 
Street for Jesus. Experience Good Friday, March 29th with the STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS worship, starting 7:15am at the Regal Theatre, Main Street & 301 
Blvd. to end at the Church of the Redeemer. Come observe Christ’s passion the 
day the world stops to celebrate it.
Easter Vigil (March 30) - This Holy Mass will begin in the courtyard where 
the blessing of the fire will take place, we will then process to the church, sing 
praises to the Risen Jesus as we welcome the Paschal Candle with Exulted. We 
will hear the story of salvation from the number of biblical readings. There will 
be blessing of the water, renewal of the Baptismal promises, Baptism of the 
Catechumens, Confirmation for the Candidates and the Eucharistic celebration 
during which our Candidates will receive their First Holy Communion.
Easter Sunday (March 31) - Come and join us for any of our solemn  
Masses on this special day of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, during 
which we will be renewing our Baptismal promises and sing many Alleluias as  
we praise God for the gift of life! 
May God bless you all at this time of grace! - We are happy to 
announce together with the whole Church that the Lord is indeed risen, and his 
tomb is empty. Life has conquered death and all God’s children receive God’s 
blessing of love and a new life. May God renew our lives and fill them with joy 
and confidence. May God raise back to life the victims of wars who lost their 
lives, bless all who suffer from war, hunger, thirst and homelessness.
The Small Groups of the Eucharistic Revival continue until Easter 
and help to revive our love to Jesus who instituted the Eucharist 
- You can join in any time either in the Tuesday morning session at 9:00am or in 
the Tuesday evening session at 6:00pm. During these small Groups sessions of 
about 6 people, we watch the prepared material on video and with the help of 
the table facilitator, we share, discuss, listen and learn more about the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the Eucharist. The material (Video material, questions and comments) 
prepared by the Eucharistic Revival Committee on behalf of the US Bishops 
Conference will last about two hours
Next Sunday (March 31, 2024) is Easter Sunday.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that those who risk their lives for the  
Gospel in various parts of the world inflame the  
Church with their courage and missionary enthusiasm.

Prayer Intention for  
March 2024 - For the new martyrs

Pope Francis
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Emmaus Journey Bible Study
Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn  

with fellow participants with facilitator and  
parishioner Lindy Donahue. All are welcome!  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am (including Summer)

St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room  
Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com
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Sun, Mar 24 ............Mk 11:1-10; Is 50:4-7;  
                                   Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1–15:47 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Ryan Halstead by Mother 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Span) (L) Fr. Celestino Gutierrez by David & Paula Shigley 
9:00am  ......... [FS]  ...... St. Martha’s Volunteers by Clergy 
9:00am  ......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) Andrzej Grzeslo by Wife, Sons, and Family 
10:30am  ....... [GS]  ...... For All Parishioners 
10:30am  ....... [CF]  ...... (Hall) (L) God’s Blessing for the Marenco Fam. by Fr. George 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Edward Maggi by Rita Giovanucci 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Fam. by Joe and Betty Plouffe
Mon, Mar 25 ...........Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11 
7:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... Anne Garcia by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... For a greater respect for all human life 
12:00pm  ....... [GS]  ...... (L) Larry Maroney by Friend 
5:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Daniel Slattery by John Slattery
Tue, Mar 26 ............... Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... (L) Vivian Blake by Joann 
8:30am  ......... [JV]  ...... William Ray Osborn by Adam Waite 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Mercedes Torres by Silvana Nandin 
5:30pm  ......... [JV]  ...... Joan Cibulskis by Mary Tornabene-Coleman
Wed, Mar 27 ...........Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25 
7:30am  ......... [JR]  ...... (L) Robert Heneran by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Thomas Campbell by Nancy Campbell 
12:00pm  ....... [CF]  ...... Roger Baylor by Cathy and George Phillips 
5:30pm  ......... [FS]  ...... Thang Kien Tran by Robert and Lan Girard
Thu, Mar 28 ............Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 
No Morning Masses—Church Closed 
7:00pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
7:30pm  ......... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Viet) Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Adoration
Fri, Mar 29 ..............Is 52:13–53:12; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1–19:42 
No Morning Masses—Church Closed 
12:00pm  ....... [FS]  ...... Stations of the Cross 
3:00pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Passion Liturgy 
5:00pm  ......... [JR]  ...... Passion Liturgy 
7:00pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Passion Liturgy 
7:30pm  ......... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Viet) Passion Liturgy
Sat, Mar 30 .............Gn 1:1–2:2; Gn 22:1-18; Ex 14:15–15:1;
                                Is 54:5-14; Is 55:1-11; Bar 3:9-15, 32–4:4;
                                Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Rom 6:3-11; Mk 16:1-7 
No Morning Masses—Church Closed 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Blessing of the Food Baskets 
8:30pm  ......... [GS]  ...... Easter Vigil 
8:30pm  ......... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Easter Vigil
Sun, Mar 31 ............Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9 
6:30am  ......... [FS]  ...... Sunrise Service Begins in the Courtyard – For All Parishioners 
7:30am  ......... [CF]  ...... For All Parishioners 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/ Spanish) For All Parishioners 
9:00am  ......... [JR]  ...... For All Parishioners 
9:00am  ......... [GS]  ...... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
10:30am  ....... [FS]  ...... For All Parishioners 
10:30am  ....... [GS]  ...... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) For All Parishioners 
5:30pm  ......... [JR]  ...... For All Parishioners
Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Celestino (CG),  
Fr. Fausto (FS)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee.  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus .  .  .  .  .  .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School . . .Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 
Sunday, March 24 •  Palm Sunday 

  • 10:15am - Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms
Tuesday, March 26 •  9am and 6pm - Eucharistic Revival 

• 10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room
Wednesday, March 27 

•   9:30-11:30am - Walking with  Purpose - Geenen Hall 
Thursday, March 28 •  Holy Thursday •  10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

Friday, March 29 •  Good Friday - Passion of the Lord  
•  Parish Office Closed

Saturday, March 30 •  Holy Saturday

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald, Business Manager
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education 
Blanca Goetz, Administrative Assistant  
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Susie Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joe Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Napoles, Maintenance
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

(1) Joel Rivera & Danielle Morris 04/06/2024
(1) Sergio Perera & Emily Walser 04/20/2024

(1) Mason Simon & Noelle Di Grazia 04/27/2024 
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St Martha’s Caritas Pantry

We are honored to serve our community.Great work all and thank you!
January 2024 we served 677 households  

and 1,185 individuals 169 Children and 1,016 Adults.   

Volunteers Needed for Caritas 
contact volunteer@stmartha.org 

 Caritas, an outreach ministry providing assistance with utility  
payments, food, transportation, prescriptions, and work attire for  

thousands of Sarasota in acute financial need.
This is a joint effort by First Baptist Church, First Presbyterian Church,  

Church of the Redeemer, St. Martha Catholic Church, and First United Methodist Church

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On Good Friday, the Catholic Church gathers to remember the crucifixion of Jesus Christ  
as we await His resurrection on Easter Sunday. At the same time our thoughts turn to the 
Holy Lands where the life, death and resurrection of Jesus took place.
Every year on Good Friday, a collection is taken in Catholic Churches throughout the world to 
help Christians in the Holy Land. In this difficult time of war, we are called to stand in solidarity 
with the Church in the Holy Land, and in doing so we become instruments of peace to this  
troubled part of the world. This special Collection assists in sustaining Christianity in the Holy 
Land. Funds help minister to the Faithful in parishes, provide formation and education, build 
homes, provide senior care facilities, create jobs, and feed the hungry. The sacred shrines in  
the Holy Land are maintained with this help so pilgrims can follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
The Holy Land Collection in the Diocese of Venice will be held on Good Friday, March 29, 
2024. In these times of crisis, your support is necessary to meet the basic needs of the  
People of God still living in this Land and to maintain a Christian presence where the  
Church has Her roots. May God bless you for your consideration and generosity!
This opportunity is taken to extend to you my continued consideration as well as my 
prayers. Have a Blessed Holy Week!
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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