


From Our Pastor, Father George
April 21, 2024 - Fourth Sunday of Easter
From Father Chris
Dear Parishioners of St. Martha, 
On the first day of kindergarten, parents are usually more nervous than the 
children. Parents tell their children how much fun they will have, how they 
will make new friends and do art projects and learn to read. The children 
usually have new crayons, backpacks and lunch boxes and can’t wait to 
see what comes next. Parents, on the other hand, are often nervous about 
letting go. What if my little girl gets sick? What if my son gets teased? What 
if she doesn’t do well in reading or math?

These parents are not overprotective, they are simply living out their innate 
role as good shepherds. Parents shelter their children. They make sure their 
child does not hunger or thirst. They keep their children out of danger, and 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.

This fourth Sunday of the Easter season is often called Good Shepherd 
Sunday, from the comforting imagery of Jesus as the shepherd who will lead 
his sheep to eternal life. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, protects and provides 
for his flock, even to the point of laying down his life so we may live more 
abundantly. By his death and resurrection, Jesus Christ opened heaven to us. 
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus teaches what we must do to be saved, to join 
him in the kingdom of heaven.

This Easter season, inspired by the efforts of the New Evangelization, I 
challenge us to respond in three ways to Jesus as the Good Shepherd: 
First, get to know the voice of Jesus by getting into the discipline of reading 
from the Gospels every day. The peace and comfort you will experience 
from the words of the Good Shepherd will surprise you! 
Second, pray for those who shepherd the Church. Pray for our priests, 
bishops, religious and lay ministers who are responsible for the pastoral care 
of the people of God. We need to be sustained in our ministries by grace. 
Finally, do not forget your responsibility to shepherd others into the 
kingdom of God. Parents, you love your children and shepherd their health, 
behavior, education and advancement in maturity. Make sure you provide 
for their formation and education as Catholic Christians as well. Every one 
of us can make an effort to speak more freely about the person of Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd, and how he has been a comfort and a guide to us. As 
we speak about our faith, we offer others the opportunity to join that great 
multitude in the kingdom of heaven.

From Father George
Confirmation - G-10 students, together with their parents 
and teachers are preparing to receive this Sacrament from  

Bp. Frank J. Dewane on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at 6:30pm.
First Holy Communion - G-2 students together with their parents and 
teachers are preparing for this sacrament on Saturday, May 4 at 10am – 
Religious Education at St. Martha’s parish and Saturday, May 11 at 9:30am 
and at 11:30am for BNA students. Let’s pray for our young people and 
children, asking God to grant his special blessing to them!                          
Fr. Chris Frost will be leaving St. Martha’s parish! - The new 
regulations from March 2023 of the US Immigration Office have blocked 
Fr. Chris’ application for a Green Card consequently when his working Visa 
expires at the end of May 2024, he will have to leave the country. These 
regulations affect thousands of foreign Religious Workers of different religions 
and denominations from all over the world who currently work in the United 
States. 55,000 green cards have been relocated from the Religious Worker 
category to immigrants arriving at the southern border, creating a 4-5 year 
backlog for potential applicants (priest and nuns) to apply. We are planning 
the Thank you party for Fr. Chris on Saturday, May 18, 2024, beginning at 
5:00pm in our parish hall.
Rev. Deacon Bill Ladroga is retiring! - Dn. Bill informed me that he  
retires on 28 April 2024, which will be his last Sunday of his diaconal ministry 
in St. Martha parish. Deacon Bill has served St. Martha parish for the last 27 
years. He is now in his 46th year of his ordination as a Permanent Deacon. 
Dn. Bill assisted at two weekday Masses, and he preached at them, and two 
weekend Masses, and he preached at them as well. Every month he conducted 
Communion Services at six nursing homes. He was a team member of the 
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults; he took care of scheduling Masses for 
deacons. He conducted Funeral Services, interments and he was an Assistant 
Faithful Friar, Knights of Columbus 4th Degree. We thank him for these and 
many more things that he has done within the last 27 years in St. Martha 
parish. We appreciate his dedication and his long spiritual service that he 
gave to so many. God bless you, Deacon Bill!!
Please check the warning - in this bulletin against voting for Amendment 
4 in the November ballot 2024 in the State Law about abortion. The Bishop’s 
Conference of Florida ask us to inform ourselves about the current pro-life 
efforts and works. Pray also for the protection of unborn babies! 
Next Sunday (April 28, 2024) is the 5th Sunday of Easter. 
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George
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Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn  
with fellow participants with facilitator and  

parishioner Lindy Donahue. All are welcome!  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am (including Summer)

St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room  
Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus  
Journey  
Bible Study
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Sun, April 21 ...........Acts 4:8-12; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18 
7:30am  ......... [GS]  ...... Frank Cikovic by Dennis Cikovic 
7:45am  ......... [CG]  ...... (Hall/Spanish) Special Intentions 
9:00am  ......... [CF]  ...... Albert Spero, Sr. by Ann Crowley 
9:00am  ......... [FS]  ...... (Hall) Antonette Digman-Plowman by Marie Digman 
10:30am  ....... [JR]  ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... [JR]  ...... Daniel J. Quinn by Jim and Eileen McCormack 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... [CF]  ...... Kerwin Anthony Baker by Virginia Low

Mon, April 22 ..........Acts 11:1-18; Jn 10:1-10 
7:30am  ......... []  .......... Dr. Asghar Cububack by the Milone Family 
8:30am  ......... []  .......... Marion Ross by Pattie 
12:00pm  ....... []  .......... Andrew Dowd by Jackie Filion 
5:30pm  ......... []  .......... Ann Jackson by Pauline Groetelaars

Tue, April  ....23 ........ Acts 11:19-26; Jn 10:22-30 
7:30am  ......... []  .......... Dr. John Hoertz by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am  ......... []  .......... (L) Joshua Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm  ....... []  .......... Missing and exploited children by Joe & Betty Plouffe 
5:30pm  ......... []  .......... Andrew Dowd by Donna Ross

Wed, April 24 ..........Acts 12:24–13:5a; Jn 12:44-50 
7:30am  ......... []  .......... David H. Shigley by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... []  .......... (L) The Cocco Family by Janet 
12:00pm  ....... []  .......... (L) Kathleen Pearson by Margaret Henderson 
5:30pm  ......... []  .......... Tim Donahue by Steve and Mimi Arch

Thu, April 25 ...........1 Pt 5:5b-14; Mk 16:15-20 
7:30am  ......... []  .......... For a greater respect for all human life 
8:30am  ......... []  .......... (L) June Sounders by Pat Gunzelelman 
12:00pm  ....... []  .......... Al Zucaro by Catherine Giblin 
5:30pm  ......... []  .......... Kathy Glass by Thuy and Daniel

Fri, April 26 .............Acts 13:26-33; Jn 14:1-6 
7:30am  ......... []  .......... (L) Ken Hipp by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am  ......... []  .......... Robert J. Scully by Fran and Pat McGettgan 
12:00pm  ....... []  .......... (L) Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. by Jack Buckingham 
5:30pm  ......... []  .......... (L) Barbara Romano by the Family

Sat, April 27 ............Acts 13:44-52; Jn 14:7-14 
7:30am  ......... []  .......... (L) Eileen Morgan by Patricia Flannery 
8:30am  ......... []  .......... Famiglia Campanale by Carmella Scarongella 
4:00pm  ......... []  .......... Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stedl by Marianne Richards 
5:30pm ...........[]  .......... L & D Mbrs of the McGruder Fam. by John & Mary McGruder

Sun, April 28 ...........Acts 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 
7:30am  ......... []  .......... Ryan Halstead by Mother 
7:45am  ......... []  .......... (Hall/Spanish) Special Intentions 
9:00am  ......... []  .......... St. Martha’s Volunteers by Clergy 
9:00am  ......... []  .......... (Hall) Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
10:30am  ....... []  .......... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm  ....... []  .......... Clara Rodgers by Stephen Mislyan 
12:00pm  ....... []  .......... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  ......... []  .......... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Fam by Joe & Bey Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Chris (CF), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Celestino (CG), Fr. Fausto (FS)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . .Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Archivist .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities  . . . . . . .Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor  . . . . . . . . .Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee.  .  .  .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration  . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council . . . . . . . .John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . .Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus .  .  .  .  .  .David Kiszak  . . . . . 941.928.8388 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . .Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . suehome2@verizon.net 
Parish Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . .Parish Office  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .Kate Shaver .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . .Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  . . . .Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dc. Bill Ladroga  . . . . dcbill@stmartha.org 
Volunteer Coordinator .  .  .  .  .Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea .  .  .  .Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sarasota  . . . . . . . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . .Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . .Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School . . .Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  .Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sunday, April 21  
•  10:15am - Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms

Monday, April 22 •  Saint George & Saint Adalbert

Tuesday, April 23 • Saint Fidelis  

•  10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wednesday, April 24 •  Saint Mark 
•  9:30-10:30am Walking with Purpose - Geenen Hall

Thursday, April 25  
•  10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall   •  6pm - Adoration

St. Martha Clergy
Rev. George Suszko, S.A.C. Pastor 
Rev. Jan Rykala, S.A.C.
Rev. Krzysztof Chris Frost, S.A.C.
Rev. Joseph Vu, C.R.M., Hospital Chaplain
Very Rev. Fausto Stampiglia, S.A.C. (Retired)
Rev. Deacon William Ladroga
Rev. Deacon C. Patrick Macaulay
Rev. Deacon Robert Gaitens
Rev. Deacon Vern Smith
Sr. Cathy Bonfield, S.S.N.D.
Br. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. 
Br. William Dygert, C.S.C.

St. Martha Parish Staff
Samantha McDonald, Business Manager
Patricia Sileo, Director of Religious Education 
Blanca Goetz, Event Coordinator  
Pamela Paulson, Reception/Data Entry
Maxine Brand, Reception
Virginia Bray, Music Director
Susie Runnells, Sacristan
Janet Cocco, Sacristan
Joe Angelicola, Sacristan
Miguel Jimenez, Facilities Manager
Eris Nunez, Maintenance
Carlos Sierra Napoles, Maintenance
Claudia Moschini, Rectory Chef

April 27 after the 4pm and 5:30pm masses in the Courtyard.  
It’s a great way to meet other parishioners and to get to know the priests better.
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St Martha’s Caritas Pantry

We are honored to serve our community.Great work all and thank you!
January-March 2024 we served 1,959 households  

and 3,562 individuals 602 Children and 2,960 Adults.   

Volunteers Needed for Caritas 
contact volunteer@stmartha.org 

 Caritas, an outreach ministry providing assistance with utility  
payments, food, transportation, prescriptions, and work attire for  

thousands of Sarasota in acute financial need.

This is a joint effort by First Baptist Church, First Presbyterian Church,  
Church of the Redeemer, St. Martha Catholic Church, and First United Methodist Church

Wedding Banns
Kevin Furrow & Krystin Reuter 5/4/24  (1)

Jacob Ferrara & Georgiana Melvin 5/11/24  (1)
Roman Milewski & Elizabeth Smedley  5/16/24(1)

Andrew Sagalov & Neidy Trejo   5/25/24 (1)

ACTIVITIES

CHURCH OF ST PATRICK INVITES YOU TO

JUNE 17 - 21
9AM TO 1PM

SUE THOMPSON, DRE

941-378-1703
SUE@CHURCHOFSTPATRICK.ORG

SCAN THE QR CODE
OR VISIT 

CHURCHOFSTPATRICK.ORG

CCAAMMPPEERR

RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN

YYOOUUTTHH
VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR

RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security.  
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance  

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace:  
Stewardship and Security

9 41 . 9 5 5 . 2 7 0 0  •  w w w. I W M F L . co m
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail

MARYKENEALYEVENTS.COM | 941.953.2007

@MKENEALYEVENTSSARASOTA, FLORIDA 342361290 NORTH PALM AVENUE SUITE 107

CORPORATE EVENTS NON PROFIT EVENTSTRAVELWEDDINGSMEETING PLANNING
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