


From Our Pastor, Father George
July 21, 2024 is the 16th Sunday in Ordinary time

From Deacon Pat:

The theme of this Sunday’s readings is our collective and individual 
relationship with our Lord; with our Good Shepherd if you will!

In the first reading, Jeremiah tells us that the Israelite society was 
fragmented and had fallen away from their intimate relationship with 
God. They had lost their moral compass. They needed a shepherd to 
lead them back to a cohesive relationship with one another and more 
importantly with God. For our purposes, we learn that the relationship 
we have with God as a society and as individuals was and continues  
to be the most important. 

The Psalm is beautiful and prophetic in the meaning of the  
following phrases: restful waters reminds us of our Baptism; spread  
the table reminds us of the Eucharist; and anoint my head reminds  
us of our Confirmation. 

In the second reading, St. Paul acknowledges that the numerous 
 Jewish religious regulations (derived from the Ten Commandments) 
were no longer needed as Christ, who gave up his life for our sins, 
shepherds us through the Holy Spirit which is introduced into our  
souls at Baptism.

In last week’s Gospel, Jesus sent the Twelve on an evangelical mission. 
In this week’s Gospel, The Twelve returned to Jesus and reported.  
Jesus tried to take them on a retreat. However, people clamored for 
Him. His heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like sheep 
without a shepherd, and he began to teach them many things.

The Gospel readings these two Sundays depict the Church in its  
nascent form. The many things are important because these things 
are the cultural glue that ties all Christians together in general and 
Catholics in particular. We are called to pass on these many things to 
the next generation. That is our job as Baptized Christians. In effect, 
we are the shepherds to our families and to our community. Our  
shepherding role is to teach our children to Love God and our neigh-
bor. Once taught, the Holy Spirit, fed by Jesus in the Eucharist, guides 
us by knowing right from wrong or grace from sinfulness. 

The questions to ask ourselves are: Do I turn to Jesus as my Good 
Shepherd to guide me in my daily life?; In turn, am I a good  
shepherd to others in my sphere of influence?

Greetings from Fr. George! 

May God bless all holiday makers! -  
St. Patrick’s prayer: Love, blessed Trinity 
of three, Bound in unity, Who guides 
my journey. I will arise with strength of 
heaven, Trusting in Your light, To guide 
my journey, Shine before me, Lead me 
home. Power to guide me, might to hold 
me, Wisdom teach me, watching o’er me. 
Ear to hear me, hand to guard me, Love 
to conquer very fear.  

Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season - 0 God, Master of this 
passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. The Sea of Galilee 
obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude. You are still the 
Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger over which we 
have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant, can awake 
from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our 
land, and spread chaos and disaster. During this hurricane season we turn 
to You, 0 loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are 
still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with the passing  
of time. O Virgin, Star of the Sea, our beloved Mother we ask you to plead 
with your Son on our behalf, so that spared from the calamities common to 
this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the 
footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where  
a stormless eternity awaits us. Amen.

Next Sunday, July 28, 2024, is the 17th Sunday in Ordinary time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that the Sacrament of 
the Anointing of the Sick confer to 
those who receive it and their loved 
ones the power of the Lord and 
become ever more a visible sign of 
compassion and hope for all.

Prayer Intention for July 2024  
For the pastoral care of the sick

Pope Francis
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  

Are you from another denomination and want to explore and 
embrace the Catholic Faith? To schedule an appointment with Fr. 

George and start your journey, contact  
Patty Sileo sileo@stmartha.org 

St Martha’s Caritas Pantry
 Caritas, an outreach ministry providing assistance with utility 
payments, transportation, food, prescriptions, and work attire 

for thousands in Sarasota in acute financial need.  
To volunteer contact volunteer@stmartha.org 

Help Wanted

Welcome Ministry Volunteer 
We are creating a new ministry to welcome visitors and new  

parishioners to St. Martha.
The duties include reaching out to new residents, providing tours, 

orienting new parishioners, and staffing the Welcome Table after Mass.
If you are a caring and welcoming person, we need you! 
No experience required.Training and mentoring provided.

Interested persons should contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator 
941.780.7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org

Events Around Town
Youth and Young Adults - New Location! Theology on  
Tap Sarasotats July 18 - Theology on Tap is a program for young adults 
in their 20s and 30s, providing an opportunity to explore faith topics in a 
relaxed and social setting. This program takes place at its new location on the 
third Thursday of each month at Big Top Brewery and Restaurant, 3045 
Fruitville Commons Boulevard, Sarasota, for food and refreshments at 7pm with 
presentations, and discussions about the Catholic Faith to begin at 8pm.

First Friday Adoration- St. Peter the Apostle Parish, 5130 Rattlesnake 
Hammock Road, Naples, offers a Holy Hour of Adoration, First Fridays at 
6pm. This takes place in the main church with the Chant Choir. The next First 
Friday offering is August 2. For more information, please call 239.774.3337.
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Prayer to Defeat Florida’s Abortion Amendment: 
Ever-living God, you give life and desire a future for all your  
children. Take hold of our nation, state, and community and  
awaken in every heart awe for the gift of life. Send your Spirit to 
strengthen us with wisdom and fortitude as we defend mothers and 
children in Florida from laws that disregard their health and safety.

Mary and Joseph trusted in you and welcomed Jesus into our 
broken world. God Almighty, we ask their intercession to protect  
the preborn and their mothers, and to guide all parents in raising 
their children. May they help us build a civilization of love by 
upholding the sacredness of life and accompanying pregnant  
women in need. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Our Lady, Mother of the Family, pray for us! St. Joseph, Protector  
of the Unborn, pray for us!

Wedding Banns
Yoni Nutovits & Meghan Gaitens (2)

Tiphaine Juliette Monroe & Chidi Daniel Okeiyi (1)
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Altar Society .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Archivist  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Arimathean Ministry   .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Council of Catholic Women   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Development Committee   .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . David Kiszak   .  .  .  .  . 941 .928 .8388 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Monday, July 22•Saint Mary Magdalene

Tuesday, July 23 •Saint Bridget 
•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wednesday, July 24•Saint Sharbel Makhluf

Thursday, July 25•Saint James 
•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

Friday, July 26 
•Saint Joachim and Saint Anne
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Sun, July 21............Jer 23:1-6; Eph 2:13-18; Mk 6:30-34 
7:30am .......... [JV]  ......Oscar Monet by Evelyn Theis 
9:00am .......... [FS]  ...... (Hall) David Jones by Michael Houlihan 
10:30am ........ [FS]  ...... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [JR]  ......Annette Bath by Fellow Volunteers 
12:00pm  ....... [JV]  ...... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm  .......... [JR]  ....... (Hall) L & D Members of the Plouffe Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Mon, July 22 ..........Sg 3:1-4b; Jn 20:1-2,11-18 
7:30am .......... [JR]  ...... (L) Bro. Lawrence, C.S.C. by Friend
8:30am .......... [JV]  ...... Paula Hernandez by Alberto Orta 
12:00pm ........ [JR]  ...... Irma Bonnett by John and Joyce Schaefer

Tue, July 23 ............Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Mt 12:46-50 
7:30am .......... [JR] .......Gertrude Cywinski by the Heibel Family 
8:30am .......... [DcP] ..... Communion Service 
12:00pm ........ [JR] ....... (L) Debbie Loper by Family

Wed, July 24 ..........Jer 1:1, 4-10; Mt 13:1-9 
7:30am .......... [JV] .......Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
8:30am .......... [JR]  ......Will Klaus by Marilyn Moyer 
12:00pm ........ [JV]  ......Alessandro Ross by Marian

Thu, July 25 ............2 Cor 4:7-15; Mt 20:20-28 
7:30am .......... [JV] ....... For a Greater Respect for All Human Life 
8:30am .......... [DcP] ..... Communion Service 
12:00pm ........ [FS] .......Oria Arcadia Perez by Alberto Orta

Fri, July 26 .............Jer 3:14-17; Mt 13:18-23 
7:30am .......... [JV] ....... (L) Natalie L’Hommedieu by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am .......... [FS] ....... (L) Edd and Rita Vowels by Edd and Rita Vowels 
12:00pm ........ [JR] ....... Salvatore Iacopelli by John and Stephanie Iacopelli

Sat, July 27 ............Jer 7:1-11; Mt 13:24-30 
7:30am .......... [JV] .......Margaret Cibulski Timm by Sonia Galante 
8:30am .......... [JR] ....... John Baldwin by Terri Baldwin 
4:00pm .......... [FS] ....... (Hall) John Borome by the Borome Family 
5:30pm ..............[JR]  ........(Hall) Felicia and Richard Fronckowiak by Leeann Fronckowiak

Sun, July 28 ...........2 Kgs 4:42-44; Eph 4:1-6; Jn 6:1-15 
7:30am .......... [JV] .......Gen Zitko by Terry and Lindy Donahue 
9:00am .......... [FS] ....... (Hall) Albert Spero, Jr. by Ann Crowley 
10:30am ........ [JR] ....... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [FS] .......Kathleen Mislyan by Stephen Mislyan 
12:00pm ........ [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......... [JR] ....... (Hall) L & D Members of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Celestino (CG),  
Fr. Fausto (FS), Deacon Pat (DcP)

Weekly Mass Intentions
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Catholic Church in Africa continues to grow even as it faces truly difficult 
challenges . It Is daunting to sustain such growth and still maintain essential 
pastoral outreach when confronted with unemployment, inadequate healthcare, 
poverty and political unrest .
Due to the steady and marked growth of the Church in Africa, many still lack 
access to basic resources and pastoral care . The Solidarity Fund for the Church 
In Africa supports our brothers and sisters living in this region by providing 
grants to finance pastoral projects including workshops, retreats, religious 
education and youth ministries that engage the next generation of disciples . 
This is parallel with efforts to address basic human needs .
The Diocese of Venice will take up the Collection for the Solidarity Fund for 
the Church in Africa the weekend of July 20 and 21, 2024 . The Church in 
Africa needs your help to build lasting foundations of missionary discipleship . 
Thank you for your generosity in supporting the growing Church in Africa . 
Please also continue to pray  for our African sisters and brothers .
I take this opportunity to extend to you my continued consideration and my prayers!
May God bless you abundantly .
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ Frank J . Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida

August 3 after the 4pm and 5:30pm masses in 
the Courtyard to celebrate the feast of St. Martha  
(July 29th). It’s a great way to meet other parishioners 
and to get to know the priests better.
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security

9 41 . 9 5 5 . 2 7 0 0  •  w w w. I W M F L . co m
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail
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