


From Our Pastor, Father George
August 11, 2024 is the 19th Sunday in Ordinary time
From Father George:
There is only 742 km between Cairo, the capital of Egypt to Jerusalem, 
the main city in Israel. It’s about a 9-hour drive by car. If you wanted to 
go all the way to the capital of Israel, which is Tel-Aviv, it would be about 
800km and it would take 10 hours to get there from Cairo by car. That’s 
today, with modern means of transportation. It’s a bit more than the 
driving distance from Sarasota to Nashville in Tennessee. 
When Moses led the chosen nation out of Egypt in 1250-1230, which was 
13th Century B.C. it took them 40 years to reach the Promised Land. Of 
course, we need to remember that the Israelites had to avoid the Philistines 
on the sea coast, which meant that they had to wander through the desert. 
They had to fight wars against the Amalekites. They had to camp many times, 
they had to survive times of hunger and thirst. They were not allowed to pass 
through Edom, so they turned again and again. They fought against Moab, 
against Amorites, against Midianites and the war against Jericho. 

St. John recorded in the Gospel the words of Christ who said: I am the bread 
of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the desert, and they are dead 
but this is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that a man 
may eat it and not die. The book of Exodus tells us how that manna and 
the quails were given by God to the Israelites who ate them for forty years 
until they entered the Promised Land of Canaan. But Jesus concludes that 
even though the Israelites ate the manna for such a long time, it eventually 
stopped and he, the bread of life, continues to feed us now.

God has given us his Son to save us. God has fed us with Jesus, the bread 
of life for over two thousand years. Forty years of his Chosen Nation in the 
desert, even though it was a very long journey, sounds like a short distance 
run compared to the pilgrimage of his Church through the history of over two 
thousand years around the world. God is good to us; he fed his people in the 
desert, and he feeds us now. We owe Him our praise and thanksgiving and 
we need to spread God’s love to others who are hungry of God.

Cardinal Pierre, the Vatican Nuncio 
to the USA spoke at the Eucharistic 
Congress - in Indianapolis on 21 July 
and said: the true Eucharistic revival, 
though always accompanied by sacramental 
devotion such as adoration, benediction, 
catechists, and processions, must extend 
beyond devotional practices. A true revival 
means seeing Christ in others, not only 
our own family, friends, and communities. 
True revival means seeing Christ even in 

those from whom we feel divided, whether by race or class, or those who 
challenge our own ways of thinking, or who think differently from us. 
When we encounter such people, Cardinal Pierre said, Christ is present to 
be a bridge, uniting all peoples, who are children of the same heavenly 
Father and called to the same eternal destiny.

Tropical Storm Debbie - I hope and pray that nobody was hurt during 
this deluge of rain on Sunday and overnight into Monday morning. 
Sunday August 4 will be remembered as the wettest in years. We had 
some roof leaks in the parish hall and a lot of water under the church, 
which “flowed” like a creek into the church basement. We are pumping 
it out and we are dehumidifying the church and sacristy. But can we 
really complain about having too much water? We just need to learn 
how to protect ourselves from water damage.

Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season - 0 God, Master of this pass-
ing world, hear the humble voices of your children. The Sea of Galilee 
obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude. You are still the 
Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger over which 
we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant,  
can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, 
invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster. During this hurricane 
season we turn to You, 0 loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies 
whose memories are still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse 
to heal with the passing of time. O Virgin, Star of the Sea, our beloved 
Mother we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so that spared 
from the calamities common to this area and animated with a true spirit 
of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach 
the heavenly Jerusalem, where a stormless eternity awaits us. Amen

Next Sunday, August 18, 2024, is the 20th Sunday in Ordinary time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that political leaders be at  
the service of their own people,  
working for integral human  
development and for the common 
good, especially caring for the poor 
and those who have lost their jobs.

Prayer Intention for  
August 2024  
For political leaders

Pope Francis
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  

Are you from another denomination and want to explore and 
embrace the Catholic Faith? To schedule an appointment with Fr. 

George and start your journey, contact  
Patty Sileo sileo@stmartha.org 

St Martha’s Caritas Pantry
 Caritas is an outreach ministry providing assistance with 

utility payments, transportation, food, prescriptions, and work 
attire for thousands in Sarasota in acute financial need.  

July 2024 exceeded past records, serving 1,681 people.  
July 2024 served 41.7% more than July 2023.  

Thank you all for your donations and help in serving our 
community when we are in such a great need.

To volunteer contact volunteer@stmartha.org 

Contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator  
941.780.7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org

HELP WANTED at St Martha Welcome Ministry Volunteer
• Reaching out to new residents •  Insure a safe environment for all worshippers 

•  Providing tours  •  Orienting new parishioners  • Staffing the Welcome Table
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Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 
St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Altar Society .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Archivist  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Arimathean Ministry   .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Council of Catholic Women   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Development Committee   .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Tuesday, August 13  
•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wednesday, August 14•Memorial of Saint Bernard Kobe 

Thursday, August 15•Assumption of Mary 
•Parish Office Closed 

•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall
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Sun, August 11 ........1 Kgs 19:4-8; Eph 4:30–5:2; Jn 6:41-51 
7:30am .......... [GS] ...... Lorraine Gabbis by Marie Flynn 
9:00am .......... [JR] ....... (Hall) St. Martha’s Volunteers by the Clergy 
10:30am ........ [FS] ....... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [GS] ...... (L) Fiorella Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm ........ [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ............ [JR] ........ (Hall) L & D Members of the Plouffe Family  
                                  by Joe and Betty Plouffe  
Mon, August 12 .......Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c; Mt 17:22-27 
7:30am ............ [JR]  ....... L & D Mbrs of Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe 
8:30am .......... [JV]  ......Grace Sheehan by Walter Serwatka 
12:00pm ........ [GS]  .....Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano
Tue, August 13 ........Ez 2:8—3:4; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
7:30am .......... [JV] .......Mans Duarte by Wife 
8:30am .......... [GS] ...... (L) Joshua Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm ........ [JV] ....... (L) Louise & Joanie by Friend
Wed, August 14 .......Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Mt 18:15-20 
7:30am .......... [GS] ...... (L) Vincent & Savannah Sellener by Mark Sellener 
8:30am .......... [JR]  ......Gertrude Cywinski by the Heibel Family 
12:00pm ........ [JR]  ...... Leopoldo Hernandez by Alberto Orta 
5:30pm .......... [GS]  .....Wesley Sokol by Don and Maureen Hicks
Thu, August 15 ........Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 1 Cor 15:20-27;  
                              Lk 1:39-56 
7:30am .......... [JR] ....... Pearl Arch by Terry and Lindy Donahue 
9:00am .......... [JR] ....... Joseph Sheehan by Pat and Dan McAneny 
10:30pm ........ [FS] ....... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [FS] .......Graham White by Marie White 
5:30pm .......... [GS] ......Gad Shefet by Samantha McDonald 
7:30pm .......... [JV] ....... (Vietnamese) Special Intentions
Fri, August 16 .........Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63; Mt 19:3-12 
7:30am .......... [JV] ....... (L) Bro. Lawrence Skitzki, C.S.C. by Jack Buckingham 
8:30am .......... [FS] ....... (L) Maria Corsaro by the Corsaro Family 
12:00pm ........ [JR] .......Robert and Ann Corey by John Corey
Sat, August 17 ........Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Mt 19:13-15 
7:30am .......... [GS] ...... Peter Tortalano by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am .......... [JV] ....... Thomas N. Martino by Diane Martino-Reynolds 
4:00pm .......... [GS] ...... (Hall) Paige Piercy Close by Courtney 
5:30pm .......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) Kate Dobransky by Maryann Lally
Sun, August 18 ........Prv 9:1-6; Eph 5:15-20; Jn 6:51-58 
7:30am .......... [JR] ....... (L) Marybeth & Randy Irvin by Terry and Lindy Donahue 
9:00am .......... [FS] ....... (Hall) Edward B. Maher by Ann Crowley 
10:30am ........ [GS] ...... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [FS] ....... L & D Mbrs of the Helms Family by John & Mary McGruder 
12:00pm ........ [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ............ [GS] ....... (Hall) Jan Palko by Daughter

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),  
Fr. Celestino (CG), Fr. Fausto (FS)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security.  
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance  

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace:  
Stewardship and Security

9 41 . 9 5 5 . 2 7 0 0  •  w w w. I W M F L . co m
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail

MARYKENEALYEVENTS.COM | 941.953.2007

@MKENEALYEVENTSSARASOTA, FLORIDA 342361290 NORTH PALM AVENUE SUITE 107

CORPORATE EVENTS NON PROFIT EVENTSTRAVELWEDDINGSMEETING PLANNING
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