


From Our Pastor, Father George
August 25, 2024 is the 21st Sunday in Ordinary time
From Deacon Pat: 
When I was eleven, I saw the movie Quo Vadis where God asked St. Peter: 
Where are you going? In the movie, St. Peter was running away from  
his discipleship and at this juncture, he turned back to fulfill his destiny. 
He chose between breaking his covenant with Christ and keeping it.

Today, we are called to renew our commitment to meaningful discipleship 
– a state of moving away from sinfulness and pursuing Grace.

The readings this week are about choices and the most important choice  
of all is to be all in as Disciples of Christ. It is a conscious choice to  
serve the Lord. We are called to be faithful in constantly renewing our  
commitment to God through a deeper understanding of the Eucharist as 
a true source of life. That means that we are called to strive to always 
choose Grace over Sin.

Let’s back up a bit. When we are baptized, we are adopted into God’s 
Holy People and the Holy Spirit is introduced into our souls. So, from this 
point the seed of discipleship is sown within us. The Eucharist, the Body 
and Blood of Jesus, nourishes the Holy Spirit within us and unites us as 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

You’ll recall in last week’s readings, St. Paul wrote: Watch carefully how 
you live, not as foolish persons but as wise... be filled with the Spirit…
giving thanks always and for everything.

In following St. Paul’s teaching, we become as His disciples, conduits for 
Jesus to give his Divine Love to others. Jesus gave His selfless love to all. 
Our calling then, is to move from selfishness to selflessness in our  
relationships with one another.

As St. Paul writes in this week’s second reading, “be subordinate to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. Just as we are called, as husband and 
wife, to ‘become one flesh’, we are called to a similar union with Christ.

The Eastern Church refers to this as Theosis (being made like God),  
we refer to this as Divinization. Basically, it means that since God is  
Holy and because we are God’s disciples, we are called to live our lives  
imitating Christ’s Holiness. 

How do we do that? We have the habit of praying often, praying for others 
wellbeing, and participating in Mass. In our prayers, we consider our 
interactions with others and how we contributed to their wellbeing or not.

Effective discipleship is not easy as it requires selflessness. That is why 
each of us needs the Eucharist. As St. Peter said You have the words  
of eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are  
the Holy One of God.

I leave you with this question: Is my discipleship meaningful? 

From Father George:
Why do we have Sunday Masses in 
the Hall? - I know that a good number 
of parishioners would like to have our 
Masses in the church, I am with you on 
this. The new Heat Exchanger, a big part 
of the Air Conditioning system should 
be arriving soon and then we are also 
waiting for new Air Handling Unit for the 
church. Once these two parts are installed, 
the AC system will work properly, and we 

will be back in the church. We are also considering to get a new 20 ton  
AC Unit for the church only, which would replace this old system and may 
be more effective and reliable. 
Adoration for Life - We will hold weekly adoration of the Blessed  
Sacrament as a prayer to defeat Florida’s abortion amendment, for respect 
of the gift of life, for wisdom and fortitude to defend mothers and children 
from laws that disregard their health and safety. We start on Thursday, 
August 22 from 6.00pm to 7.00pm. There will be Evening Prayer of the 
Church and the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy during the adoration
Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season - 0 God, Master of this  
passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. The Sea of 
Galilee obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude. You are 
still the Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger over 
which we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant,  
can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, 
invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster. During this hurricane 
season we turn to You, 0 loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies 
whose memories are still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse 
to heal with the passing of time. O Virgin, Star of the Sea, our beloved 
Mother we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so that spared 
from the calamities common to this area and animated with a true spirit 
of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach 
the heavenly Jerusalem, where a stormless eternity awaits us. Amen.
Next Sunday, September 1, 2024, is the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary time.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that political leaders be at  
the service of their own people,  
working for integral human  
development and for the common good, especially 
caring for the poor and those who have lost their jobs.

Prayer Intention for August 2024  

For political leaders

Pope Francis
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed?  
Are you from another denomination and want to  

explore and embrace the Catholic Faith?  
To schedule an appointment with Fr. George  

and start your journey, contact  
Patty Sileo: sileo@stmartha.org 

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 
St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543
Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Altar Society .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Archivist  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Arimathean Ministry   .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Council of Catholic Women   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Development Committee   .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770
Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 
Tuesday, August 27•Saint Monica 

•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room
Wednesday, August 28•Saint Augustine 

Thursday, August 29•The Passion of John the Baptist 
•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall•6pm Adoration - Church
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Sun, August 25 ........Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b;   
                              Eph 5:21-32; Jn 6:60-69 
7:30am .......... [GS] ......Barbara Calhoun by George & Judy Mass 
9:00am .......... [GS] ...... (Hall) For a Greater Respect for All Human Life 
10:30am ........ [FS] ....... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [JR] .......Raymond Gerharz by Jim & Elaine McCormack 
12:00pm ........ [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ............ [JR] ........ (Hall) L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by  
                                 Joe & Betty Plouffe  

Mon, August 26 .......2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Mt 23:13-22 
7:30am ............ [JR]  ....... Marie Appignani Grumo by Sandra Appignani 
8:30am .......... [JV]  ......Rita Zernickow by Jo & Harmon 
12:00pm ........ [GS]  ..... (L) Peggy Epstein by Felly Cruz

Tue, August 27 ........2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Mt 23:23-26 
7:30am .......... [JV] .......Grace Borsky by Walter Serwatka 
8:30am .......... [GS] ...... Fr. Patrick Wilson by John Corey 
12:00pm ........ [JV] .......Ricardo Urdaneta by Parents

Wed, August 28 .......2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Mt 23:27-32 
7:30am .......... [JR] ....... Tim Simenson by the Rutkowski & Simenson Famlies 
8:30am .......... [GS]  ..... Tristan Barth by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm ........ [JR]  ...... (L) Bill Morris by Silvana Nandin 
Thu, August 29 ........1 Cor 1:1-9; MK 6:17-29 
7:30am .......... [JV] ....... Emily Winterotd by John and Stephanie Iacopelli 
8:30am .......... [JR] .......Anthony LoConte by Maria LoConte 
12:00pm ........ [FS] ....... (L) Jennifer Hines by Mom

Fri, August 30 .........1 Cor 1:17-25; Mt 25:1-13 
7:30am .......... [JV] ....... Joseph Aquilino by John Iacopelli 
8:30am .......... [FS] .......Marguerite Romaine by Gail and Fr. Robert Romaine 
12:00pm ........ [JR] .......Richard Boralsky by John Iacopelli

Sat, August 31 ........1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 25:14-30 
7:30am .......... [JV] .......Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
8:30am .......... [GS] ...... Joseph LaBarbera by Sandra Appignani 
4:00pm .......... [GS] ...... (Hall) Brian Kneafsey by Marilyn Kneafsey 
5:30pm .......... [JR]  ...... (Hall) Joan Frazer by Claire Meade

Sun, September 1 .....Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27;  
                              Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
7:30am .......... [JR] .......Barbara Calhoun by George & Judy Mass 
9:00am .......... [FS] ....... (Hall) Vincent Castelli by the Castelli Family 
10:30am ........ [GS] ...... (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [FS] .......George Brower III by Diane 
12:00pm ........ [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ............ [GS] ....... (Hall) L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by  
                                 Joe & Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),  
Fr. Celestino (CG), Fr. Fausto (FS)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail
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