


From Our Pastor, Father George
September 8, 2024 is the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary time, Mark 7: 31-37
Message From Deacon Bob: 
In today’s Gospel Jesus heals a deaf man with a speech impediment. He 
takes the man off by himself to cure him. Immediately the man can both 
hear and speak clearly. In our current world, how many of us need to be 
healed from our inability to hear God? Are we speaking clearly to God? 
We call speaking to God prayer. Are we able to speak clearly about God to 
others in public? Sadly, society now pretty much frowns on speaking about 
God in public whether it is the workplace, or in social (non-church) settings. 
It also is getting increasingly harder for us to hear God with all the things 
that get in our way. Because of society’s influence, we begin to ignore God, 
as we pursue higher paying careers, more prestigious positions, obtaining 
fancier cars and houses, and focus on entertaining ourselves. But like the 
man in today’s Gospel, Jesus wants to cure us as well!

To be cured of our afflictions starts with faith. As I have shared with you in 
the past, one of my formation students studying to be a deacon lost his son 
four years ago just has his five-year formation process started. One of the 
first-year classes is the Old Testament. His term paper and presentation was 
of the Book of Job. Rich obviously was struggling trying to understand why 
God was asking him to endure maybe the hardest thing a person could go 
through: losing a child. Rich took on the book of Job because he wanted 
to find out how Job withstood all the trials that he had to undergo. As the 
story of Job goes, the devil decides to test Job’s faith. As such, Job loses his 
wealth, his station in life, his family and even his health. But it does not 
shake Job’s faith. The devil though wants one more shot at Job, but God 
steps in saying that Job has been tested enough. But the devil persists in his 
wish to take one more shot at Job. God will only agree to allow one more 
test of Job’s faith if Job agrees to the test. So God asks Job if he is willing 
to take on one more test. Job agrees on one condition. The condition is that 
he needs to know God is listening to him and God is talking to him. God 
assures him He is always listening to Job (and all of us) and always talking 
to him. Rich taught me and the rest of the class what is faith. The faith of 
Job is knowing God is always talking to us and always listening to us!

The people who witnessed the results of Jesus’ miracle in the Gospel note: 
He has done all things well. He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak. 
Every one of us is searching for joy. At the same time we often we find it 
allusive. We think there is a hidden key for happiness in the aforementioned 
things. These are the same things that keep us from hearing God, speaking 
to God, and speaking about God. Yet the secret is right in front of us, it is 
faith. It is knowing God is speaking to us and knowing that God is listening to us. 

The man Jesus cured was pulled away from the rest of the crowd and Jesus 
performed the miracle in private. Why did He do that? Most of Jesus’ miracles 
were in public. The answer is that Jesus wants us to know that He cares for 
us individually. And that He understands the unique needs of each of us. 
What we think our needs are may not align with what God knows our needs 
are, but God will always attend to our needs if we are not mute and talk to 
Him. Similarly, if we open our eyes to what God is: Love, we soon will be 
aware that God never abandons us and is always with us. Even when we 
abandon him, we are never alone. As He is always with us. If we accept the 
faith of Job, we too will cure our deafness and we will no longer be mute. 

We pray that each one of us will  
hear and take to heart the cry of  
the Earth and of victims of natural  
disasters and climactic change, and  
that all will undertake to personally  
care for the world in which we live.

Prayer Intention for September 2024  
For the cry of the Earth

Pope Francis

From Father George:
The 7.30 Sunday Spanish Mass -  
Father Celestino has left  for Spain for 
good and since there is no other Spanish 
speaking priest from St. Jude’s assigned to 
continue with this Mass, we are stopping 
it at St. Martha’s parish.
Our Rectory is being renovated. 
- There may be some disturbances to the 
church car park in front of it. Beware of 
workers and some building traffic.

Be generous and wise - Our Police Officers, who provide security 
during the weekend Masses advise us to be wise and careful with helping 
the homeless persons, who come to St. Martha parish when there are 
many people after the Mass. We are told that they come and beg because 
some parishioners give them alms, yet the professionals advise us to give 
rather to Caritas or Salvation Army or any other charity who help the 
homeless all the time and in the way which is used for their good and not 
for drugs or alcohol.
Adoration for Life - We will hold weekly adoration of the Blessed  
Sacrament as a prayer to defeat Florida’s abortion amendment, for 
respect of the gift of life, for wisdom and fortitude to defend mothers  
and children from laws that disregard their health and safety. The next 
one will be held on Thursday, September 12, from 6pm-7pm. There 
will be Evening Prayer of the Church and the Chaplet of the Divine  
Mercy during the adoration. 
Next Sunday, September 15, 2024, is the 24th Sunday in Ordinary time.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George
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Come join the Sarasota area Knight of Columbus  
Councils 3358 & 15332

for the Dinner For Life II charity benefit event for the  

Sarasota Medical Pregnancy Center (SMPC) on 12 Oct 2024

This event will occur at the Columbus Banquet Hall starting 
with a cocktail hour at 5 p.m.  Dinner will start at 6pm.

The Very Reverend Fausto Stampiglia will lead off  
with an invocation followed by featured guest speakers. 

The first speaker is Frances Lacson, Grants Specialist,  
Heartbeat International followed by the keynote speaker  
Jennifer Carey, CEO, SMPC. The evening festivities will  

conclude by 8pm with a closing benediction by  
Rod Myers, President, Central Missions International.

The event is being catered by the Der Dutchman Restaurant. 
Ticket sales will end on October 3rd and there will be no tickets 

sales at the door. Ticket prices are $75 each. Please refer to 
the event flyer posted on the church bulletin boards for more 

information such as cash and credit card purchases.  
E-ticket sales available at URL: Columbushall.org  

and select Upcoming Events tab

Interested in the Catholic Faith and  
want to know more?  

Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed? 
 Are you from another denomination and want to  

explore and embrace the Catholic Faith?  
To schedule an appointment with Fr. George  

and start your journey, contact  
Patty Sileo: sileo@stmartha.org 
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This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Monday, September 9•Saint Peter 

Tuesday, September 10 
•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Thursday, September 12 
•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall 

•6pm Adoration - Church

Friday, September 13 
•Saint John Chrysostom

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543
Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Altar Society .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Archivist  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Arimathean Ministry   .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Council of Catholic Women   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Development Committee   .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . Tom Gillis   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .400 .6991 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770
Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 
St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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Sun, September 8 .....Is 35:4-7a; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37 
7:30am .......... [GS] ...... Lillian Massara by Aldo 
9:00am .......... [GS] ...... Edward Mongillo by Ann Mongillo 
10:30am ........ [FS] ....... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [JR] ....... (L) Fiorella Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm ........ [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......... [JR] .......Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family  

Mon, September 9 ....1 Cor 5:1-8; Lk 6:6-11 
7:30am .......... []  ......... Peter Harms by Cathy and George Phillips 
8:30am .......... []  .........Andrew Dowd by Ralph and Mary Ellen 
12pm ............. []  ......... Frank Coppa by Marge Coppa

Tue, September 10 ...1 Cor 6:1-11; Lk 6:12-19 
7:30am .......... [] .......... (L) Pedro Rotta by Anneliese Baumann 
8:30am .......... [] .......... (L) Joshua Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm ........ [] .......... (L) Louise and Joanie by Friend

Wed, September 11 ..1 Cor 7:25-31; Lk 6:20-26 
7:30am .......... [] .......... Sarah Dormeyer by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am .......... []  .........Al Zucaro by Catherine Giblin 
12:00pm ........ []  .........Rev. George “Jerry” Hogan by Jack Buckingham

Thu, September 12 ...1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Lk 6:27-38 
7:30am .......... [] .......... (L) Fr. Vincent Clemente by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am .......... [] .......... Fr. Patrick by Liberty 
12:00pm ........ [] ..........Bob Corey by John Corey

Fri, September 13.....1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Lk 6:39-42 
7:30am .......... [] .......... Col. Bill Grugin by John Schaefer 
8:30am .......... [] ..........Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
12:00pm ........ [] .......... Elissa Villani by Alina Urdaneta 
Sat, September 14 ....Nm 21:4b-9; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
7:30am .......... [] .......... Paul Arch by Terry and Lindy 
8:30am .......... [] .......... (L) Santino Chua by Santiago Chua 
4:00pm .......... [] .......... (L) Serge Lochard by Friend 
5:30pm .......... []  ......... (L) Jeanine Walters by Felly Cruz

Sun, September 15 ...Is 50:4c-9a; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35 
7:30am .......... [] .......... Children of Teal Group by Friend 
9:00am .......... [] .......... (L) Lucille and Bob Alloca 70th Anniversary  
                               by Robert Alloca 
9:00am .......... [] .......... (Hall) Ana Erquiaga by Rosemary and Chuck Bratton 
10:30pm ........ [] .......... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [] ..........Anthony Naglieri bv Ida Naglieri 
12:00pm ........ [] .......... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......... [] .......... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family  
                                 by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Wedding Banns
Meghan Dennewitz & Blaik Doornbos (2)

Andrew Wilcox & Sarah Witter (2)
Deric Gorman & Heather Gorman (2)
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail

MARYKENEALYEVENTS.COM | 941.953.2007

@MKENEALYEVENTSSARASOTA, FLORIDA 342361290 NORTH PALM AVENUE SUITE 107
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