


From Our Pastor, Father George
September 15, 2024 is the 24th Sunday in Ordinary time
Message From Father George:

Today’s Peter, Pope Francis, spoke a lot recently about Jesus the Christ. Even 
in similar missionary circumstances in which Peter professed his faith in 
Jesus. He did it in the most northern Palestinian territory when Jesus visited 
scattered villages of Caesarea Philippi. Pope Francis did it in Indonesia,  
Papua New Guinea, East Timor and Singapore: countries located on the 
other side of the globe, which are 8-9 hours to the East ahead of Rome.

In Indonesia, during his Holy Mass in Jakarta the Holy Father preached: 
“The encounter with Jesus calls us to live out two fundamental attitudes 
that enable us to become his disciples. The first attitude is listening to the 
word, and the second is living the word. First, listening, because every-
thing comes from listening, from opening ourselves to him, welcoming 
the precious gift of his friendship. Then it is important to live the word we 
have received, so as not to listen in vain and deceive ourselves (cf. Jas 
1:22). Indeed, those who risk listening only with their ears do not allow 
the seed of the word to descend into their hearts and thus change their 
way of thinking, feeling and acting, and this is not good. The word given, 
and received through listening, wishes to become life in us, transform us 
and become incarnate in our lives.

At the big Mass on the main stadium in Port Morsby, the capital city of 
Papua New Guinea, Pope Francis said: “Brothers and sisters, God responds 
to such distance in the complete opposite way, with the nearness of Jesus. 
Through his Son, God wishes to show first of all that he is near and  
compassionate, that he cares for us and overcomes any distance. In fact, in 
the Gospel passage we see Jesus going to territories on the peripheries, leaving 
Judea in order to meet the pagans (cf. Mk 7:31). Through his nearness,  
Jesus heals human muteness and deafness. Indeed, whenever we feel 
distant, or we choose to keep ourselves at a distance from God, from our 
brothers and sisters or from those who are different from us, we close 
ourselves off, barricading ourselves from the outside. We end up, then, 
revolving only around our own ego, deaf to the word of God and to the cry 
of our neighbor, and therefore unable to speak to God or our neighbor.

The gospel reading is mixed with dramatism and beauty, cross and God’s 
love. On the one hand it is great to know who Jesus is and to realize 
what He brings to us and yet it is so hard to follow Him in His rejection, 
persecution, cross and death. How can we deny ourselves, take up His 
cross and follow Him? Only with His help and grace and His divine power. 
Peter confessed his faith in Jesus, because God revealed it to Him. We 
don’t need to worry about our limitations but work on our faith in God 
and our trust in Him. He will take our cross with us, He will encourage us 
to live well with His courage, He will speak through us with His wisdom, 
and He will lead us through our death with His resurrection.

We pray that each one of us will hear  
and take to heart the cry of the Earth  
and of victims of natural disasters and  
climactic change, and that all will undertake to  
personally care for the world in which we live.

Prayer Intention for September 2024  
For the cry of the Earth

Pope Francis

We welcome in our Parish and Pallotine 
community Fr. Gennadi Romachko - He 
comes to us all the way from Belarus, where he 
worked until now. Enjoy your stay in Sarasota, 
Florida Fr. Gennadi and may God bless your 
priestly ministry in St. Martha’s Parish!

Please, read the letter in our Bulletin 
on page 4, from our Bishop Frank J. 
Dewane about the Amendment 4 for 
November elections.

Adoration for Life - We will hold weekly 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament as a 
prayer to defeat Florida’s abortion amend-
ment, for respect of the gift of life, for 

wisdom and fortitude to defend mothers and children from laws that 
disregard their health and safety. The next one will be held on  Thursday, 
September 19, from 6pm-7pm. There will be Evening Prayer of the 
Church and the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy during the adoration. 

Next Sunday, September 22, 2024, is the 25th Sunday in Ordinary time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George
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Come join the Sarasota area Knights of Columbus  
Councils 3358 & 15332

for the Dinner For Life II charity benefit event for the  
Sarasota Medical Pregnancy Center (SMPC) on 12 Oct 2024

This event will occur at the Columbus Banquet Hall starting with a cocktail hour at 5pm. 
Dinner will start at 6pm.

The Very Reverend Fausto Stampiglia will lead off  
with an invocation followed by featured guest speakers. 

The first speaker is Frances Lacson, Grants Specialist, Heartbeat International followed by the 
keynote speaker Jennifer Carey, CEO, SMPC. The evening festivities conclude by 8pm 
with a closing benediction by Rod Myers, President, Central Missions International.

The event is being catered by the Der Dutchman Restaurant. Ticket sales will end 
on October 3rd and there will be no tickets sales at the door. Tickets are $75 each.  
Please refer to the event flyer posted on the church bulletin boards for more information 

such as cash and credit card purchases.  
E-ticket sales available at URL: Columbushall.org and select Upcoming Events tab

Interested in the Catholic Faith and  
want to know more?  

Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed? 
 Are you from another denomination and want to  

explore and embrace the Catholic Faith?  
To schedule an appointment with Fr. George  

and start your journey, contact  
Patty Sileo: sileo@stmartha.org 

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 
St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 

W anns
John Croughin & Bridget Burke (1)

Juan Oviedo & Priscilla Villatuerte -Zamudio (1) 
Meghan Dennewitz & Blaik Doornbos (3)

Andrew Wilcox & Sarah Witter (3)
Deric Gorman & Heather Gorman (3)
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
News of Amendment 4, a dangerous pro-abortion amendment which will 
appear on the Florida ballot this fall, has no doubt reached you by now. The 
amendment is misleading in its language, and dangerous not only for full-term 
babies, but women, and girls. It is my hope that once you look into the facts of 
this proposed change to Florida’s state constitution, you will unequivocally vote 
no in November. 
Keep in mind, if you will, that the word no is not always negative. In this case, 
it is not only a positive, it is positively crucial, and even lifesaving! Plan to do 
something positive by saying yes to life by voting “no” in November.
Why vote no on Amendment 4? 
Titled Amendment to Limit Government Interference with Abortion, this  
amendment would embed unregulated abortion in the state constitution,  
establishing an unlimited right to abortion throughout the pregnancy, making 
Florida one of the most pro-abortion states in the nation. 
Amendment 4 would allow for second and third trimester abortions, a 
stark contrast to Florida’s current Heartbeat Protection Law which allows abortion 
up until a heartbeat can be detected, at about six weeks gestation. Although in 
a perfect world any abortion would be unthinkable, it is certainly preferable to 
have some limits on when it is legal.
This amendment allows for abortion for any reason, including  
consideration of the patient’s health, which is undefined in the amendment. 
Current Florida law includes an exception for when the pregnant woman’s life  
is in danger, among many other exceptions. 
Further, Amendment 4 puts not only babies, but women and girls at risk.  
The amendment weakens the current medical doctor requirement, allowing  
healthcare providers, not just physicians, to determine if an abortion is  
necessary to protect the mother’s health. This is dangerous for women. 
The Amendment also eliminates the currently required parental consent 
for a minor to have an abortion, preserving only parental notification. This is 
reckless, and destructive, for girls, and their families.
In short, Amendment 4 goes dangerously beyond even what was permitted in 
the Roe v. Wade ruling. It is extreme, and unnecessary. There is simply no 
need to expand what is an already expansive abortion law in Florida.
Some have said that the Church has no place in politics. It is true that the 
Church would never suggest you vote for a particular candidate. However, in 
this election year, it is critically important to remember that shaping the moral 
character of society is a responsibility of people of faith, and a basic part of the 
mission we have received from Jesus Christ. In this case, when confronted with 
such a clear threat to human life and dignity, the Church must not be silent 
and simply cannot remain on the sidelines.
Let us unite in prayer to defeat this expansive, pro-abortion amendment, and 
vote no on Amendment 4 in November. 
Thank you, and God Bless you, and your family.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sunday, September 15 

•10am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms
 Monday, September 16•Saint Cornelius & Saint Cyprian 

Tuesday, September 17•Saint Robert Bellarmine 
•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Thursday, September 19 
•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall 

•6pm Adoration - Church
Friday, September 20•Saint Andrew Kim Tae-Gon

Saturday, September 21•Saint Matthew

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543
Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Altar Society .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Archivist  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Arimathean Ministry   .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Council of Catholic Women   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Development Committee   .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . Tom Gillis   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .400 .6991 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770
Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

St Martha’s Caritas Pantry
 Caritas is an outreach ministry providing assistance with 

utility payments, transportation, food, prescriptions, and work 
attire for thousands in Sarasota in acute financial need.  

August 2024 serving 972 households and 1,590 individuals  
Thank you all for your donations and help in serving our 

community when we are in such a great need.
To volunteer contact volunteer@stmartha.org 
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Sun, September 15 ...Is 50:4c-9a; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35 
7:30am .......... [JR] ....... Children of Teal Group by Friend 
9:00am .......... [JR] ....... (L) Lucille and Bob Alloca 70th Anniversary  
                               by Robert Alloca 
9:00am .......... [GS] ...... (Hall) Ana Erquiaga by Rosemary and Chuck Bratton 
10:30pm ........ [GS] ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [FS] .......Anthony Naglieri bv Ida Naglieri 
12:00pm ........ [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......... [GS] ...... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family  
                                 by Joe & Betty Plouffe  

Mon, September 16 ..1 Cor 11:17-26, 33; Lk 7:1-10 
7:30am .......... [GS]  ..... (L) Joseph Lortie by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am .......... [JR]  ...... Joan F. O’Connell by Harmon and Jo 
12pm ............. [GS]  .....Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano

Tue, September 17 ...1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Lk 7:11-17 
7:30am .......... [JR] ....... Sr. Clare Fitzgerald, S.S.N.D. by Bros of Holy Cross 
8:30am .......... [GS] ...... Lisa Walsh by Mary Beth Herman 
12:00pm ........ [JR] ....... Louis Castelli by the Castelli Family

Wed, September 18 ..1 Cor 12:31—13:13; Lk 7:31-35 
7:30am .......... [GS] ...... Thomas & Maria Kelly & Families  
                               by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am .......... [JR]  ...... Stephanie Consbruck by Tina Mroczkowski 
12:00pm ........ [JR]  ......Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano

Thu, September 19 ...1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 7:36-50 
7:30am .......... [JR] ....... Poor Souls in Purgatory by John and Stephanie Iacopelli 
8:30am .......... [GS] ......Michael Roma by Friend 
12:00pm ........ [FS] ....... L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Fri, September 20 ....1 Cor 15:12-20; Lk 8:1-3 
7:30am .......... [GS] ...... (L) Fr. Paul Kelly, C.S.C. by Friend 
8:30am .......... [JR] .......Angelo Caso by Evelyn Meisner 
12:00pm ........ [FS] ....... Tony Morgano by Ann Crowley

Sat, September 21 ....Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Mt 9:9-13 
7:30am .......... [JR] ....... Catherine O’Rourke by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am .......... [FS] ....... Ester Tengco by Romulo and Mafaloa Tengco 
4:00pm .......... [GS] ...... John and Adele Borome by the Borome Family 
5:30pm .......... [JR]  ......Owen Trumbull by Children

Sun, September 22 ...Wis 2:12, 17-20; Jas 3:16–4:3; Mk 9:30-37 
7:30am .......... [GS] ......Annie Donovan Lortie by Marge and Paul Lortie 
9:00am .......... [JR] ....... St. Martha’s Volunteers by Clergy 
9:00am .......... [FS] ....... (Hall) (L) The Sennott Family by Peter Linderman 
10:30pm ........ [FS] ....... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ........ [GS] ......Maria Neuschel & Maria Huoec by Magda Kovacik 
12:00pm ........ [] .......... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......... [JR] ....... Famiglia Campanale by Carmela

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security

9 41 . 9 5 5 . 2 7 0 0  •  w w w. I W M F L . co m
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail

MARYKENEALYEVENTS.COM | 941.953.2007

@MKENEALYEVENTSSARASOTA, FLORIDA 342361290 NORTH PALM AVENUE SUITE 107

CORPORATE EVENTS NON PROFIT EVENTSTRAVELWEDDINGSMEETING PLANNING
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