


From Our Pastor, Father George
October 13, 2024 is the 28th Sunday in Ordinary time Mark 10: 17-31
Message From Deacon Bob:

Today’s Gospel reading takes place on a journey. Whether we realize 
it or not, we too are on a journey. Our journey is the journey of life. 
I had a pastor while assigned to St. Thomas More, Father Don Henry 
define life as a pilgrimage to God. Philosophically speaking, the greatest 
questions philosophers ask are what is the meaning of life?, what is our 
purpose in life?, and what are our ultimate goals? If we are honest with 
ourselves, the answer is EXACTLY Fr. Henry’s definition. 
During the journey Jesus is met by a very moral and honest young 
man. But he has put his purpose still in things of this world. While he 
wants to do right, his first love are things. His life’s journey is based 
on putting things before God. As Jesus looks at the young man, the 
Gospel notes that He loved him. Yet the captivated gaze of Our Lord 
into the young man’s eyes, does not move the young man for the next 
step Jesus is calling him to take. Jesus is also seeing into the young 
man’s heart. Simply, Jesus is calling in that moment all of us to put His 
teachings over our possessions. 
As this homily is written, Hurricane Milton has not hit Sarasota. By the 
time this homily has been read, the hurricane will be in Sarasota’s 
history. Many of the things we cherish will likely be gone. But as we 
look back in the rear view mirror at Milton, the only things that will 
not be able to be replaced are the loved ones and friends we have lost. 
While the things we lost will create great difficulty, these in the end will 
really not matter. And what we are now witnessing (in the aftermath of 
the storm) in the West Coast of Florida are neighbors helping neighbors. 
We are seeing people comforting each other and people giving of their 
need, not their surplus. While the storm is/was bad, we will be seeing 
people live God. We will be seeing good. We will be seeing the Good 
Teacher who dwells in each one of us. Jesus is asking us to join them 
and Him.
Jesus tells us and the young man in the Gospel that if we focus on and 
live for possessions, our lives are hollow. It is only when we focus on 
and follow the Good Teacher our lives are full. There is no doubt a lot 
of us are going to lose a lot of our possessions between the writing of 
this and its reading. And understandably that will and should scare us. 
It absolutely scares me. Jesus is telling us today that what will give us 
strength in the aftermath of the storm and in difficult times is Him. It is 
His good teachings. 
Today we are invited to follow Him. He is calling us to understand the 
meaning and purpose of life. Is our journey going to be one of a very 
short trip to things, or is it going to be a pilgrimage to God? We can be 
stuck and get caught up in the surge of the storm of Milton, or we can 
be engulfed in the surge of God. We can like the young man walk away 
dejected or follow Him. If we choose Him, all things are possible. 

We pray that each one of us will  
hear and take to heart the cry of the Earth  
and of victims of natural disasters and  
climactic change, and that all will undertake to  
personally care for the world in which we live.

Prayer Intention for October 2024  
For the cry of the Earth

Pope Francis

October Devotion – Rosary prayer 
There is an image of Mary with baby 
Jesus in her hands displayed in the 
sanctuary in our church for the month of 
October. That painting is “wrapped” with 
the Rosary beads, which are to invite us 
all to pray Rosary during this time. We 
can pray privately, at homes or in groups 
of people and we offer our prayers for 
peace in the world and for the protection 
of life of the preborn children.

The Adoration for Life will be held on 
Friday at 10am. Come, join us to pray 
together for the protection of the life of 

the preborn children and for their parents. For our community, as God’s 
instruments. May we support mothers and fathers facing difficult pregnancies, 
and offer our hearts, minds, and hands to support parents in crisis and 
remain open to receive their children through foster care or adoption.

Prayer for protection in Hurricane: O God, Master of this passing  
world, hear the humble voices of your children.

The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude.

You are still the Master of land and sea.

We live in the shadow of a danger over which we have no control: the Gulf, 
like a provoked and angry giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy, 
overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our land, and spread chaos 
and disaster. During this hurricane season we turn to You, O loving Father. 
Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and whose 
wounds seem to refuse to heal with passing of time. O Virgin, Star of the 
Sea, Our beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, 
so that spared from the calamities common to this area and animated with 
a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to 
reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where a stormless eternity awaits us. Amen

Next Sunday, October 20, 2024, is the 29th Sunday in Ordinary time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed? Are you from another denomination and 

want to explore and embrace the Catholic Faith?  
To schedule an appointment with Fr. George and start your journey, contact  

Patty Sileo: sileo@stmartha.org 

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 
St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This year, World Mission Sunday is celebrated on October 20, 2024. This annual, 
worldwide celebration is an expression of solidarity with missionaries and a  
means to share Christ’s love universally.
Pope Francis, in his message for World Mission Sunday, reflects on the Gospel parable 
of the Wedding Banquet, where the king tells his servants Go therefore to the thor-
oughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as many as you find (Matthew 22:9-11).
The invitation is universal, reflecting God’s love for all. It calls on us to assist our 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ invited to the marriage feast.
This is a time for us to remember our call to be missionaries and to support the vital 
work of building churches, schools and orphanages, training clergy, and providing 
essential services in territories where the Gospel has not yet been received, has been 
only recently embraced, or is courageously upheld in the face of persecution.
In the Diocese of Venice, the World Mission Sunday Collection will take place on 
the weekend of October 19 & 20, 2024. Let us remember that our participation 
and generous contributions to this crucial mission ensure the Gospel continues to 
spread, bringing hope, love, and salvation to those in need.
I take this opportunity is taken to extend to you the assurances of my continued  
consideration, as well as my prayers. Thank you, and God Bless you, and your family.
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida

St Martha’s Caritas Pantry
 Caritas’ outreach ministry provides assistance with utility payments, 
transportation, food, prescriptions, and work attire for thousands in 

Sarasota in acute financial need. Thank you all for your donations and 
help in serving our community when we are in such a great need.  

Sept 2024 serving 931 households and 1,647 individuals 
To volunteer contact volunteer@stmartha.org 
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This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Oct 13•10am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms
 Mon, Oct 14• Columbus Day - Parish office closed • Saint Callistus

Tue, Oct 15• 
10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room•Saint Teresa

Wed, Oct 16 •9:30-11:30am Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall
 •Saint Hedwig & Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque

Thu, Oct 17•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall •Saint Ignatius
Fri, Oct 18 •Saint Luke

Sat, Oct 19•Saint John De Brebeuf & Saint Issac Jogues

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Altar Society.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Archivist .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Arimathean Ministry  . . . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Council of Catholic Women  . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Development Committee  . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration .  .  .  .  .  Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers .  .  .  Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  . . . . Tom Gillis  . . . . . . . 941.400.6991 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . 941.350.9466 
Parish Council  . . . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry  . . . . Kate Shaver  . . . . . . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Volunteer Coordinator  . . . Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  . . Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  . . . . . . . . . Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School .  .  Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917
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Sun, October 13....Wis 7:7-11; Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30 
7:30am ....... [JR] ..... (L) Veronica Costner by Marge and Paul Lortie 
9:00am ....... [GS] .... Edward P. Maher by Ann Crowley 
9:00am ....... [JR] ..... (Hall) Elena Ordonez by the Ordonez Family 
10:30pm ..... [FS] ..... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ..... [GS] .... (L) Fiorella Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm ..... [JV] ..... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ....... [GS] .... L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe  

Mon, October 14 ...Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31–5:1; Lk 11:29-32 
7:30am ....... [GS ]  .. Robert Romaine by Gail and Fr. Robert Romaine 
8:30am ....... [JV]  .... Mary Milliman 
10:30am ..... [JR]  .... Patricia Orr by Tom Murphy

Tue, October 15  ...Gal 5:1-6; Lk 11:37-41 
7:30am ....... [JV] ..... Dorothy Rubenzer by Diane and Matt Buchanan 
8:30am ....... [GS] .... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
12:00pm .......[JV] ......Robert Ollquist by George and Mary Phillips

Wed, October 16 ..Gal 5:18-25; Lk 11:42-46 
7:30am ....... [JR] ..... C J and Verona Lambert Families by Thomas &  
                           Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am ....... [GS]  ... (L) Josh by Mini 
12:00pm ..... [GS]  ... Marian Ross by the Sweet Sixteen

Thu, October 17 .... Eph 1:1-10; Lk 11:47-54 
7:30am ....... [JV] ..... Souls in Purgatory by John and Stephanie Iacopelli 
8:30am ....... [JR] ..... (L) Fr. Brendan Gormley by Nicole Romano 
12:00pm ..... [FS] ..... Barbara Maggio by James Maggio

Fri, October 18 .....2 Tm 4:10-17b; Lk 10:1-9 
7:30am ....... [GS] .... Arthur Levin by Dave and Kate Shaver 
8:30am ....... [JR] ..... Larry Arronis by Tina Mroczkowski 
12:00pm ..... [FS] ..... Elizabeth Fett by the Sileo Family

Sat, October 19  ... Eph 1:15-23; Lk 12:8-12 
7:30am ....... [JV] ..... (L) John Lortie by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am ....... [FS] ..... John Lloyd Parsley by the Mancini Family 
4:00pm ....... [GS] .... Andrew Stengel by Michael Stengel 
5:30pm ....... [JR]  .... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano

Sun, October 20 ... Is 53:10-11; Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45 
7:30am ....... [JR] ..... (L) Marge & Paul Lortie 68th Anniversary by  
                           Marge & Paul Lortie 
9:00am ....... [FS] ..... Catherine & Moertel by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 
9:00am ....... [GS] .... (Hall) (L) Dr. & Mrs. Jack Sullivan , Jr. by  
                           Paula & David Shigley 
10:30pm ..... [FS] ..... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ..... [GS] .... St. Martha’s Volunteers by Clergy 
12:00pm ..... [JV] ..... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ....... [JR] ..... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe
Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator  
941.780.7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org

HELP WANTED at St Martha Welcome Ministry Volunteer
• Reaching out to new residents •  Insure a safe environment for all worshippers 

•  Providing tours  •  Orienting new parishioners  • Staffing the Welcome Table
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security

9 41 . 9 5 5 . 2 7 0 0  •  w w w. I W M F L . co m
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail

MARYKENEALYEVENTS.COM | 941.953.2007
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