


From Our Pastor, Father George
October 20, 2024 is the 29th Sunday in Ordinary time
Sunday Sermon From Father George:

All disciples of Christ would confidently confirm that Jesus spoke, taught 
and acted with authority. He always used it to save a person. Whoever 
felt His authority went away happy, free, healthy, and wiser. Jesus 
had divine authority, which His disciples eventually recognized, but His 
authority was manifested through His charitable teaching, healings, and 
through other miracles. He knew that He would sit at the right hand of 
the Father on the throne of glory in the kingdom of God. But that was 
to come in its time, or shall I say, beyond time and space. First, there 
was a service to be done to start this kingdom. John and James, like 
many people, wanted high places next to the throne, but they didn’t yet 
learn how to serve, heal, teach, and help. They didn’t really know what 
they were asking.

Jesus called them: Boanerges, which means sons of thunder (Mark 
3:17). You don’t get a nickname like Sons of Thunder for no reason. 
But that is how Jesus’ disciples, James and John, were known. They 
were rough-hewn guys – amazing, colorful characters. They would not 
back away from a confrontation. In fact, they might even have looked 
forward to one. They could be very aggressive; St. Luke tells us that 
when one Samaritan town refused to welcome Jesus into it, they told 
Jesus to allow them to bid fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them (Lk 9: 54). Jesus rebuked them for it and told them: The Son of 
Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. And they 
also could be very insensitive.

No wonder, they asked for special places next to Jesus. They had 
a special place among the twelve. Jesus chose them to witness His 
transfiguration on the mount Tabor;  Jesus had them close in the garden 
Gethsemane. He loved them and Hewas also teaching them to become 
messengers of His Good News. James is called the Greater, because he 
was the first to follow the Master in his martyr’s death. First bishop 
of Jerusalem, the head of the first Christian community, he went first 
through what Jesus described as the cup that he was going to drink. 

James teaches us today to make good choices in life, to follow Jesus. 
We may differ from others, but God has a special place and vocation 
for us. James helps us to realize it with his courage and dedication. 
They were simple fisherman who became the head of God’s church in 
Jerusalem.

James witnessed extraordinary events in our Savior’s life; he was 
privileged to be very close to the Lord. This tells us to love Jesus with 
our whole hearts. 

James invites us to make a good pilgrimage of life and reach our 
destination, which is a life in God’s kingdom.

We pray that each one of us will  
hear and take to heart the cry of the Earth  
and of victims of natural disasters and  
climactic change, and that all will undertake to  
personally care for the world in which we live.

Prayer Intention for October 2024  
For the cry of the Earth

Pope Francis

Virginia Bray, the Parish Music Director, 
retires - After having served 40 years as Music 
Director in St. Martha parish, Virginia will retire 
at the end of this year. She started her ministry in 
1984 even before Fr. Fausto became the Pastor in 
St. Martha. We thank Virginia for playing organ and 
piano at our Sunday Masses, Solemnities and Feasts, 
Weddings and Funerals. We are grateful to her long 
and faithful service to the parish, for her profes-

sional approach to music and liturgical celebrations, for spending many 
hours rehearsing and preparing with Cantors and Choir members, for 
making sure that all our Masses are covered with music and singing. We 
thank her for her commitment and dedication to her work. Let’s pray that 
God Almighty will reward her for her love of church music and liturgy.
October Devotion – Rosary prayer - There is an image of Mary 
with baby Jesus in her hands displayed in the sanctuary in our church for 
the month of October. That painting is wrapped with the Rosary beads, 
which are to invite us all to pray The Rosary during this time. We can pray 
privately, at homes or in groups of people, and we offer our prayers for 
peace in the world and for the protection of the life of preborn children.
The Adoration for Life - will be held on Friday at 10am. Come, join 
us to pray together for the protection of the life of the preborn children 
and for their parents, for our community, as God’s instruments. May 
we support mothers and fathers and ask God to help us to defeat the 
Florida Abortion Amendment.
Prayer for protection in Hurricane:  
O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. 
The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude. 
You are still the Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger 
over which we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant, can 
awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, invade 
our land, and spread chaos and disaster. During this hurricane season we turn to 
You, O loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are still so 
vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with passing of time. O Virgin, 
Star of the Sea, Our beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son on our 
behalf, so that spared from the calamities common to this area and animated 
with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son 
to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where a stormless eternity awaits us. Amen
Next Sunday, October 27, 2024, is the 30th Sunday in Ordinary time.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George
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Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed? Are you from another denomination and 

want to explore and embrace the Catholic Faith?  
To schedule an appointment with Fr. George and start your journey, contact  

Patty Sileo: sileo@stmartha.org 

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 
St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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St Martha’s Caritas Pantry
 Caritas’ outreach ministry provides assistance with utility payments, 
transportation, food, prescriptions, and work attire for thousands in 

Sarasota in acute financial need. Thank you all for your donations and 
help in serving our community when we are in such a great need.  

Sept 2024 serving 931 households and 1,647 individuals 

To volunteer contact volunteer@stmartha.org 

Father Bernie Evanofski invites you to join him 
on a 11 Day Pilgrimage to… 

Shrines of Italy 
with Optional 2-Night Venice & St. Anthony of Padua Post Tour Extension 

May 20 – 30, 2025 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

For more information contact 
Barbara Murphy 

Travel Now 
941-228-2916 

travelnow@verizon.net

 

 
 

Book Now
& Save 

$450 
Per Person 
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Altar Society .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Archivist  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Arimathean Ministry   .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Council of Catholic Women   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Development Committee   .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . Tom Gillis   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .400 .6991 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Oct 20•10am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms
Tue, Oct 22• 

10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room
Wed, Oct 23 •9:30-11:30am Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall

Thu, Oct 24•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall
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Sun, October 20 ... Is 53:10-11; Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45 
7:30am ....... [JR] ..... (L) Marge & Paul Lortie 68th Anniversary by  
                           Marge & Paul Lortie 
9:00am ....... [FS] ..... Catherine & Moertel by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 
9:00am ....... [GS] .... (Hall) (L) Dr. & Mrs. Jack Sullivan, Jr. by  
                           Paula & David Shigley 
10:30pm ..... [FS] ..... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ..... [GS] .... St. Martha’s Volunteers by Clergy 
12:00pm ..... [JV] ..... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ....... [JR] ..... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe  
Mon, October 21 ... Eph 2:1-10; Lk 12:13-21 
7:30am ....... []  ....... (L) Marge & Paul Lortie by David & Paula Shigley 
8:30am ....... []  ....... Anthony Staiano by John & Florence Rogge 
12pm .......... []  ....... Betty Geffinger by Peggy
Tue, October 22  ... Eph 2:12-22; Lk 12:35-38 
7:30am ....... [] ........ (L) Ken Hipp by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am ....... [] ........ (L) Joshua Duarte by Mom & Dad 
12:00pm .......[] .........Loretta Symons by Paul Blank
Wed, October 23 .. Eph 3:2-12; Lk 12:39-48 
7:30am ....... [] ........ For a Greater Respect for All Human Life 
8:30am ....... []  ....... Vincent Alexander by Marcia Alexander 
12:00pm ..... []  ....... L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe
Thu, October 24 .... Eph 3:14-21; Lk 12:49-53 
7:30am ....... [] ........ Dr. Joseph Iacopelli by John Iacopelli 
8:30am ....... [] ........ Giuse Bui Xuan Hoan by Thuy and Daniel Hartnell 
12:00pm ..... [] ........ Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano
Fri, October 25 ..... Eph 4:1-6; Lk 12:54-59 
7:30am ....... [] ........ Frances Stemley by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am ....... [] ........ For a Greater Respect for All Human Life 
12:00pm ..... [] ........ Marylou Merner by Stephanie and John Iacopelli
Sat, October 26  ... Eph 4:7-16; Lk 13:1-9 
7:30am ....... [] ........ Donald & Margaret Marroldy & 
                         Rev. Keenan by Magda Kovacik 
8:30am ....... [] ........ James Burne by Mom and Dad 
4:00pm ....... [] ........ (L) Serge Lochard by Friend 
5:30pm ....... []  ....... Dec’d Mbrs of the Parsley Family by the Mancini Family
Sun, October 27 ... Jer 31:7-9; Heb 5:1-6; Mk 10:46-52 
7:30am ....... [] ........ Norbert and Ingrid Fleishmann by  
                          Thomas & Jaqueline Kelly  
9:00am ....... [] ........ Michael Houlihan by Michael Houlihan 
9:00am ....... [] ........ (Hall) Special Intentions 
10:30pm ..... [] ........ For All Parishioners 
12:00pm ..... [] ........ Charles Brimble by Edda Brimble 
12:00pm ..... [] ........ (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ....... [] ........ (L) Aria Lanz and Family by the Mancini Family

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator  
941.780.7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org

HELP WANTED at St Martha Welcome Ministry Volunteer
• Reaching out to new residents •  Insure a safe environment for all worshippers 

•  Providing tours  •  Orienting new parishioners  • Staffing the Welcome Table

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security

9 41 . 9 5 5 . 2 7 0 0  •  w w w. I W M F L . co m
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail

MARYKENEALYEVENTS.COM | 941.953.2007

@MKENEALYEVENTSSARASOTA, FLORIDA 342361290 NORTH PALM AVENUE SUITE 107

CORPORATE EVENTS NON PROFIT EVENTSTRAVELWEDDINGSMEETING PLANNING
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