


From Our Pastor, Father George
October 27, 2024 is the 30th Sunday in Ordinary time
Sunday Sermon From Father Guennadi: 
Today’s fragment of the Gospel, especially the scene when Jesus healed the 
blind Bartimaeus, became very close to me when I was a seminarian. There 
is a custom in the Pallottine seminary to prepare an annual theatrical  
performance during Lent. We were preparing The Passion of the Christ.  
Thousands of people came from all over Poland to watch this performance 
during Lent. I had just been given a role to play the healing of the blind 
Bartimaeus. This was quite difficult for me, because this scene is very  
emotional. I had to understand the situation of a man blind from  birth, 
showing his desire of faith and the joy of healing. My task was to play on 
stage this incredible experience of Bartimaeus’ faith, his meeting with Jesus, 
the transformation of his life. I managed to do this quite well; a fragment of 
this scene was even shown in Polish television. While preparing for this role,  
I was constantly looking for acting techniques to show it, to be understood, 
and this was very difficult for me. I could not imagine how to illustrate 
the happiness of regaining sight and to show the experiences of a person 
who sees the beauty of the world for the first time and, moreover, the very 
touching meeting with One who performs this healing – Jesus.

Dear parishioners. This scene from today’s Gospel, from one side, is  
difficult to show if we were to act it on stage, yet it should really be 
very close to us. My task on stage was not only to look for some  
theatrical skills, but to look into the depths of my soul and find a similar 
joy I experienced in my own life when I was healed by Jesus. In fact, I 
could show my joy of healing in every confession, the joy of looking at the 
world with healed eyes, the joy of experiencing love for one’s neighbor.

This story of healing is very helpful for us. Let 
us look at it a little bit more closely. Barti-
maeus throws off his large cloak, which blocks 
him from running to Jesus. This dynamic  
image shows us how to get rid of what is 
overwhelming us, to wake up from a settled 
life, to break away from what keeps us far 
from the Lord. The Gospel ends with the words 

that should particularly inspire us to think: And he followed Him on 
the way. Bartimaeus regains his sight and something much greater; 
he receives grace to see Jesus so well that at this moment he wants to 
become his disciple. We, who know about Jesus much more than  
Bartimaeus, do we have eyes to look at him? Yes, to feel the growing 
desire within us that gave birth to the saints: I want to follow you.

We can ask ourselves: Have we not wasted the opportunity to call out to 
Jesus: ‘Son of David’, have mercy on me. How often in our life do we 
not notice Jesus passing by us, do we not notice His presence? Jesus 
passed through Jericho several times and perhaps He noticed Bartimaeus, 
who was busy collecting the crumbs of bread that he received for his 

Father Guennadi 

Fr. Gennadi Romaszko is now  
officially appointed the Parochial 
Vicar in St. Martha parish -  
Congratulations and welcome to full 
priestly ministry! This is his introduction:  
A few words from Father Gennadi  
Romaszko: Dear Parishioners, in my  
Pallottine vocation I am opening a new 
page, not only of work or a change of 
place, but a completely new world. I left  
my hometown and the country where I was born and have arrived here. 
There is so much new and surprising for me in this place. This warm 
and humid climate that I have experienced since the first moments of 
my stay in Florida opens the prospect of new things in everything. This 
specific smell of the air, filled with the aroma of plants and sea water, 
is completely different than in my homeland. Here I see a wealth of 
plants, flowers and animals that I have not seen on a daily basis. A  
new language, a new culture challenges me to make every effort to  
be understood and understand others. This new world delights and I 
convince you that it is beautiful.
I already have 16 years of experience as a priest. Since my ordination 
in 2008, all my work has been carried out in the Republic of Belarus, 
where I was born and where I understood my dear parishioners very 
well. I strongly hope that with the help of God’s grace, my Brother 
Priests and Deacons, and the kindness of people, I will be able to  
overcome all difficulties and serve with devotion all those who are 
thirsty for God. I am asking you, dear Parishioners, to pray for me, s 
o that I may be a good and obedient instrument in the hands of God, 
by whose will I reached the New Continent. I am grateful to God for  
leading me to new places and allowing me to experience how large a 
family of believing people there is, divided by borders, oceans, languages, 
cultural beliefs, but all united by our God and Savior Jesus Christ
Service for the Dead at the Garden of Remembrance - On  
November 2, 2024, All Souls Day at 10:00am in the Courtyard there 
will be a Service Prayer for the eternal salvation of all whose cremains 
have been buried there.
Virginia Bray, the Parish Music Director, retires - After having 
served 40 years as Music Director in St. Martha parish, Virginia will 
retire at the end of this year. She started her ministry in 1984 even 
before Fr. Fausto became the Pastor in St. Martha. We thank Virginia  
for playing organ and piano at our Sunday Masses, Solemnities and 
Feasts, Weddings and Funerals. We are grateful to her long and faithful 
service to the parish, for her professional approach to music and  
liturgical celebrations, for spending many hours rehearsing and 
preparing with Cantors and Choir members, for making sure that all 
our Masses are covered with music and singing. We thank her for her 
commitment and dedication to her work. Let’s pray that God Almighty 
will reward her for her love of church music and liturgy.
Next Sunday, November 3, 2024, is the 31st Sunday in Ordinary time.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father Georgem Message From Father Guennadi Continued to page 3

Father George 
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j Message From Father Guennadi Continued from page 2

living. How many times has Jesus passed by us, how many times has 
He given signs of His presence? Have we not wasted the opportunity 
to turn to Him with words full of trust and the painful truth about 
ourselves, that we are blind, that we need healing, that we are busy 
collecting the crumbs that the world gives us, and we do not see the 
healing power of Jesus. Maybe He was close to us - in a parish retreat 
that we did not participate in, in the sudden death of our friend, in 
the illness of someone close to us from the family, in a car accident 
from which we were miraculously saved, or in the experience of the 
destructive power of a hurricane, after which we are still alive and 
our perspective of life has been extended. These and other examples 
show us when a Loving Jesus passed by us - ready to heal our spiritual 
blindness, but we did not see Him.

Nowadays in our Christian history there are plenty of people who have 
deliberately shut the eyes of their minds to the many calls to repen-
tance which Jesus sent. This is a danger and a fatal mistake we can all 
avoid if we learn today’s Gospel. For some among us today this may be 
Christ’s last call. Let us all cry out and say: Jesus, son of David, give us 
the grace to see ourselves as we are - and then to see ourselves as we 
ought to be. Master, I want to see… .

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
News of Amendment 4, a dangerous pro-abortion amendment which will 
appear on the Florida ballot this fall, has no doubt reached you by now. The 
amendment is misleading in its language, and dangerous not only for full-term 
babies, but women, and girls. It is my hope that once you look into the facts of 
this proposed change to Florida’s state constitution, you will unequivocally vote 
no in November. 
Keep in mind, if you will, that the word no is not always negative. In this case, 
it is not only a positive, it is positively crucial, and even lifesaving! Plan to do 
something positive by saying yes to life by voting “no” in November.
Why vote no on Amendment 4? 
Titled Amendment to Limit Government Interference with Abortion, this  
amendment would embed unregulated abortion in the state constitution,  
establishing an unlimited right to abortion throughout the pregnancy, making 
Florida one of the most pro-abortion states in the nation. 
Amendment 4 would allow for second and third trimester abortions, a 
stark contrast to Florida’s current Heartbeat Protection Law which allows abortion 
up until a heartbeat can be detected, at about six weeks gestation. Although in 
a perfect world any abortion would be unthinkable, it is certainly preferable to 
have some limits on when it is legal.
This amendment allows for abortion for any reason, including  
consideration of the patient’s health, which is undefined in the amendment. 
Current Florida law includes an exception for when the pregnant woman’s life  
is in danger, among many other exceptions. 
Further, Amendment 4 puts not only babies, but women and girls at risk.  
The amendment weakens the current medical doctor requirement, allowing  
healthcare providers, not just physicians, to determine if an abortion is  
necessary to protect the mother’s health. This is dangerous for women. 
The Amendment also eliminates the currently required parental consent 
for a minor to have an abortion, preserving only parental notification. This is 
reckless, and destructive, for girls, and their families.
In short, Amendment 4 goes dangerously beyond even what was permitted in 
the Roe v. Wade ruling. It is extreme, and unnecessary. There is simply no 
need to expand what is an already expansive abortion law in Florida.
Some have said that the Church has no place in politics. It is true that the 
Church would never suggest you vote for a particular candidate. However, in 
this election year, it is critically important to remember that shaping the moral 
character of society is a responsibility of people of faith, and a basic part of the 
mission we have received from Jesus Christ. In this case, when confronted with 
such a clear threat to human life and dignity, the Church must not be silent 
and simply cannot remain on the sidelines.
Let us unite in prayer to defeat this expansive, pro-abortion amendment, and 
vote no on Amendment 4 in November. 
Thank you, and God Bless you, and your family.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Altar Society .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Archivist  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Arimathean Ministry   .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Council of Catholic Women   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Development Committee   .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . Tom Gillis   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .400 .6991 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Oct 27•10am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms
Tue, Oct 28•Saint Simon and Saint Jude

Tue, Oct 29•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room
Wed, Oct 30•9:30-11:30am Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall

Thu, Oct 31•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall
Fri, Nov 1•All Saints Day - Parish office closed

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 
St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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Sun, October 27 ... Jer 31:7-9; Heb 5:1-6; Mk 10:46-52 
7:30am ...... [GR]...... Norbert and Ingrid Fleishmann by Thomas & Jaqueline Kelly 
9:00am ...... [FS] ...... Michael Houlihan by Michael Houlihan 
9:00am ...... [GR]...... (Hall) Special Intentions 
10:30pm .... [GS] ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .... [FS] ...... Charles Brimble by Edda Brimble 
12:00pm .... [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ...... [GS] ...... (L) Aria Lanz and Family by the Mancini Family  
Mon, October 28 ... Eph 2:19-22; Lk 6:12-16 
7:30am ...... [JV] ....... (L) Mary Agnes Welsh by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am ...... [GS] ...... Fr. Gordon by Nicole Romano 
12pm ......... [GS] ...... Gerdina Alexander by Marcia Alexander
Tue, October 29  ... Eph 5:21-33; Lk 13:18-21 
7:30am ...... [JV] ....... Robert Stemley by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am ...... [GS] ...... Patricia Merritts by Joe and Lourie Jiannetti 
12:00pm ..... [JV] .......Kevin Crowley by Ann
Wed, October 30 .. Eph 6:1-9; Lk 13:22-30 
7:30am ...... [GR]...... For a Greater Respect for All Human Life 
8:30am ...... [GS] ..... Vincent Alexander by Marcia Alexander 
12:00pm .... [GR]...... L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe
Thu, October 31 .... Eph 6:10-20; Lk 13:31-35 
7:30am ...... [JV] ....... Dr. Joseph Iacopelli by John Iacopelli 
8:30am ...... [GR]...... Giuse Bui Xuan Hoan by Thuy and Daniel Hartnell 
12:00pm .... [FS] ...... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
5:30pm ...... [GR]...... Souls in Purgatory by Nancy J Rogers
Fri, November 1 ....Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12a 
7:30am ...... [GR]...... Souls in Purgatory by Nancy J. Rogers 
9:00am ...... [GR]...... Charles Koenig by Sharon Koenig 
10:30pm .... [FS] ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .... [GS] ...... John O’Flynn by Bob and Debbie Frank 
5:30pm ...... [GS] ...... L & D Mbrs of the Julie Tierney Family by Friend 
7:30pm ...... [JV] ....... (Vietnamese) Special Intention
Sat, November 2...Wis 3:1-9; Rom 5:5-11; Jn 6:37-40 
7:30am ...... [GR]...... For All Souls 
8:30am ...... [JV] ....... For All Souls 
4:00pm ...... [GS] ...... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
5:30pm ...... [FS] ...... Florence Levantino by the Marano Family
Sun, November 3 ..Dt 6:2-6; Heb 7:23-28; Mk 12:28b-34 
7:30am ...... [GS] ...... Helene Welch by David and Paula Shigley  
9:00am ...... [GR]...... Shirley and Anthony DeBenedetto by Mimi & Jim Lerario 
9:00am ...... [FS] ...... (Hall) Rosemary Griffee by Jill Nugent 
10:30pm .... [GS] ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .... [FS] ...... Humbert Naglieri by Ida Naglieri 
12:00pm .... [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ...... [GR]...... Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family
Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),  
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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