


From Our Pastor, Father George
November 3, 2024 is the 31st Sunday in Ordinary time
Sunday Sermon Deacon Pat: 
The Scripture theme is to reflect on the two commands: love of God and 
love of neighbor. These two commandments go hand in hand. From a Ten 
Commandments perspective, love of God summarizes the first three and 
love of neighbor summarizes the last seven.

It is interesting that the Gospel quotes Deuteronomy, the climactic book of the 
Pentateuch in the Old Testament: Hear, O Israel! 
The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength. Jesus adds: The second is this: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.

My brothers and sisters! This is our call! We 
are to always heed the Holy Spirit, alive in 

our souls, from the day of our Baptism, to impel us to act in a manner that 
conforms our souls to these two relationships. 

The Responsorial Psalm states: I love you, Lord, with all my strength. We all 
know that exercise builds strength and lack of it weakens strength. So, how 
do we strengthen our Love – both of God and neighbor? The answer is: 
the exercise of effective prayer.

To strengthen our love of God, we must pray. In our morning prayer, we 
invite God into our lives when we plan our day. We invite God into our lives 
when we say Grace before every meal. In our evening prayer, we invite God 
into our lives when we reflect on our day and ponder how we can improve. 
During the day, we might have micro prayers, where we invite God to guide 
us through the Holy Spirit as we confront an issue or meet a person.

Because God is love, we are called to share God’s love with one another in 
each of our relationships – be they personal or professional. This is The 
Golden Rule! Stated another way, it is the principle of treating others as 
one would want to be treated by them. I liken this to being on a rowing 
team where the crew are rowing all in one direction. While this occurs, 
everything is synchronized, and everyone is happy. However, when one or 
more persons disrupt the tempo through jealousy or envy or something 
else – the balance is broken, and unhappiness ensues. Nobody seeks 
unhappiness. So, correction is necessary when this occurs.

You and I are blessed to be Christians because we have Jesus as our High Priest 
– our Divine Intercessor - who, as Catholics, allows us to come to Him and seek 
reconciliation when we have, through our own failures, failed to love God or our 
neighbor. He is our Redeemer and gives each of us solace and courage as we 
restore relationships where we have failed to love Him or our neighbor.

I end this with the questions: Am I in a meaningful, prayerful relationship 
with God? Am I reflecting God’s love in my relationships with my neighbors?

“ You shall love 

your neighbor  

as yourself.” 

 – Matthew 22:39

The Solemnity of All Saints Day - on November 1, we 
celebrated the glory of the Triumphant Church. We praised 
God for his holiness and perfection as we honored All those 
who have been beatified and canonized.

November 2  - Memorial of the Faithful Departed was  
the day to remember the Penitential Church and to pray  

that the purgatory purification will lead our Dead to heaven. We, the  
Pilgrim Church should be praying for others, follow their holy lives and  
try to reach the kingdom. 

Virginia Bray, the Parish Music Director, retires  - After having 
served 40 years as Music Director in St. Martha parish, Gini will retire  
at the end of this year. She started her ministry in 1984 even before  
Fr. Fausto became the Pastor in St. Martha. We thank Gini for playing 
organ and piano at our Sunday Masses, Solemnities and Feasts,  
Weddings and Funerals. We are grateful to her long and faithful service  
to the parish, for her professional approach to music and liturgical  
celebrations, for spending many hours rehearsing and preparing with  
Cantors and Choir members, for making sure that all our Masses are 
covered with music and singing. We thank her for her commitment and 
dedication to her work. Let’s pray that God Almighty will reward her for 
her love of church music and liturgy.

Next Sunday, November 10, 2024, is the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that all parents who  
mourn the loss of a son or daughter 
find support in their community  
and receive peace and consolation  
from the Holy Spirit.

Prayer Intention for November 2024  
For Anyone Who Has  
Lost A Child 

Pope Francis

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 
St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543
Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dpat@novavista .com 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . Tom Gillis   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .400 .6991 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Steve Mislyan   .  .  .  .  . 941-993-0997 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770
Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Nov 3•10am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms
Mon, Nov 4•Saint Charles Borromeo

Tue, Nov 5•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room
Wed, Nov 6•9:30-11:30am Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall

Thu, Nov 7•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall
Fri, Nov 8•9:30-10:30am - Rosary Makers - Geenen Hall
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Sun, Nov 3 ............Dt 6:2-6; Heb 7:23-28; Mk 12:28b-34 
7:30am ...... [GS] ...... Helene Welch by David and Paula Shigley  
9:00am ...... [GR]...... Shirley and Anthony DeBenedetto by Mimi & Jim Lerario 
9:00am ...... [FS] ...... (Hall) Rosemary Griffee by Jill Nugent 
10:30pm .... [GS] ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .... [FS] ...... Humbert Naglieri by Ida Naglieri 
12:00pm .... [JV] ....... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ...... [GR]...... Gerald Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family

Mon, Nov 4 ...........Phil 2:1-4; Lk 14:12-14 
7:30am ...... [] .......... Barbara Sileo by Susan and Michael Hunter 
8:30am ...... [] .......... (L) Eileen Roma by Friend 
12pm ......... [] .......... Jerry Reddy by Mom

Tue, Nov 5  ............Phil 2:5-11; Lk 14:15-24 
7:30am ...... [] .......... Daniel Quinn by Elaine Ellen Quinn 
8:30am ...... [] .......... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefanoi 
12:00pm ..... [] ...........Jack Walsh by Jack Buckingham

Wed, Nov 6 ...........Phil 2:12-18; Lk 14:25-33 
7:30am ...... [] .......... Catherine Warner by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am ...... []  ........ (L) Pam Moore by John Schaefer 
12:00pm .... [] .......... Bob Corey by John Corey

Thu, Nov 7 .............Phil 3:3-8a; Lk 15:1-10 
7:30am ...... [] .......... Poor Souls in Purgatory by John Iacopelli 
8:30am ...... [] .......... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
12:00pm .... [] .......... David R. Hutchings by Marlene Hutchings

Fri, Nov 8 ..............Phil 3:17–4:1; Lk 16:1-8 
7:30am ...... [] .......... Deacon Bill Saluke by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am ...... [] .......... Daniel J. McCaffrey by John Schaefer 
12:00pm .... [] .......... John Theis by Evelyn

Sat, Nov 9 ............. Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
7:30am ...... [] .......... (L) Anne Marie Lennox by Marge and Paul Lortie 
8:30am ...... [] .......... Mary Corona by Susan Schussler 
4:00pm ...... [] .......... Jane Sescleifer by Matt Jerdonek 
5:30pm ...... [] .......... L & D Mbrs of the Julie Tierny Family by Friend

Sun, Nov 10 ..........1 Kgs 17:10-16; Heb 9:24-28; Mk 12:38-44 
7:30am ...... [] .......... Marguerite Romaine by Gail and Fr. Robert Romaine  
9:00am ...... [] .......... Geri Lorkowski by St Martha’s Volunteers 
9:00am ...... [] .......... (Hall) Elena Navarro by Felly Cruz 
10:30pm .... [] .......... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .... [] .......... (L) Fiorella Duarte by Mom and Dadi 
12:00pm .... [] .......... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ...... [] .......... L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),  
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail
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