


From Our Pastor, Father George
November 17, 2024 is the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday Sermon Deacon Bob: Everyone in their lives will have a 
moment when the sun is darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and 
the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. We all face those times, we do not want to, but we do. For my son 
Patrick, he had one last week. While at law school he was playing intermu-
ral basketball and was guarding what by all accounts was a great young 
man named Logan. This Logan was a physical specimen, he stood six foot 
five inches tall, was what appeared to be in great shape, very handsome, very 
smart, and most importantly an extremely nice and friendly individual. While 
they played on different teams, Patrick in his short time at school had 
become extremely found of Logan. 
As Patrick was guarding Logan and running down the court with him, Logan 
collapsed while Patrick was a mere two feet from him and was raced to 
the hospital with an apparent stroke. Within a few days his parents had 
to make the decision to remove their pride and joy from life support. They 
had lost their beloved son and all those who knew Logan lost a friend and 
role model. One minute Logan was fine racing the down the court, the next 
he was not. It really shook Patrick up a lot, and rightfully so. But as Jesus 
tells us in today’s Gospel, but of that day or hour, no one knows, neither 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
Today’s Gospel’s main is intent is to remind us that we need to be vigilant 
with our own spiritual lives as we do not know when the Father will be calling 
us home. But today I would like to look at this from a different perspective. 
When we face these losses in our lives from our friends, loved ones, or hear 
stories like that of Logan, it is almost impossible to understand, and difficult 
to get through. It is in these times we really need to lean on Jesus, to help 
us through these times when the sun is darkened, and the moon will not 
give light. At these times is when we need to listen to Him. My heart ached 
for Patrick along with Logan’s family, friends, and girlfriend. All I could tell 
Patrick, was God loves him, Logan, and Logan’s family and friends and  
contemplate the cross: Not as a bad thing that happened to Jesus, but a 
beautiful thing that Jesus gave us in His Unfailing Love. 
In one minute, Logan was dominating the basketball court, the next he was 
being called home. How do we deal with these trying times. The answer 
while cliché, is still true. It is remembering what Jesus has also told us. 
Jesus has told us that He is with us always till the end of the age. He 
is with us always; He wants to carry our burdens. He does not want our 
hearts to be troubled, as Logan’s and our own place have been prepared in 
Heaven for us. He not only understands our pain, but the Word made Flesh 
experienced our pains. 
There is a story that happened in Utah in the 1930s prior to the 1940 Bald 
and Golden Eagle Protection Act. A store owner at that time caught a Bald 
Eagle and placed it in a cage at the front of his store to attract customers. 
One day an older gentlemen came in, saw the bird, and asked how much 
the owner wanted for it. The owner not wanting to part with the bird, 
countered with an exorbitant price, much more than a bald eagle would be 
worth. The man agreed, went to the bank, got the money, and bought the 

Thank you for your help to defeat 
Amendment 4 of the Florida Constitution - 
When we got together under the leadership 
of our local Church, led and inspired by 
many pro-life activists and we started to 
pray more against the Florida Amendment 4, 
we got God’s response. Amendment 4 was 
refused, and the lives of many babies were 
saved. This must be good, and the babies 
must be winners. Many people offered 

their time to manifest their opposition to the Amendment, their sacrifices, 
prayers and offerings for the good cause and they received God’s blessing. 
The heartbeat law remains and the laws protecting mother’s stand. Thank 
you for all you did to help, may God Almighty bless you!

We have “Book of the Living” in front of the altar - altar in our 
church, displayed there for the month of November which is to remind us 
to pray for our Deceased. The prayer we usually say for the Dead: Eternal 
rest grant on to them o Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May 
they rest in peace! Amen.

St. Martha Parish is looking for a new Music Director - After having 
served 40 years as Music Director in St. Martha parish, Virginia Bray will 
retire at the end of this year. We are looking now for a new Music Director 
who will be needed in our parish in the New Year!        

Next Sunday, November 24, 2024, is the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

Sunday Sermon from Deacon Bob continued to next column k

We pray that all parents who  
mourn the loss of a son or daughter 
find support in their community  
and receive peace and consolation  
from the Holy Spirit.

Prayer Intention for November 2024  
For Anyone Who Has Lost A Child 

Pope Francis

bald eagle. He then went outside the store and released the eagle. A young 
girl saw the situation and asked the man why he overpaid for the eagle 
just to let it go. The man’s response was, wealth is not what we got [sic], 
but what we will give to do good.
When we look at the Crucifix, we are reminded how much Jesus gave to 
show us He loves us. He will do anything to comfort us. He is with us 
always. He is always there to show us how much He loves us. He asks us 
to turn to Him when our sun or moon are darkened, and our stars fall 
from the sky. He does not expect us to always understand why these things 
happen, But He does want us to know he is there to support us when they 
do, as He Loves us beyond all our understanding!

lcontinued from previous column Sunday Sermon from Deacon Bob
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Help Wanted

Welcome Ministry Volunteer 
We created a ministry to welcome visitors and new parishioners to St. Martha.

The duties include reaching out to new residents, providing tours, 
orienting new parishioners, and staffing the Welcome Table after Mass.

If you are a caring and welcoming person, we need you! 
No experience required. Training and mentoring provided.

Interested persons should contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator 
941.780.7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org

Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more?  
Are you Catholic, but have not been Confirmed? Are you from another denomination and 

want to explore and embrace the Catholic Faith?  
To schedule an appointment with Fr. George and start your journey, contact  

Patty Sileo: sileo@stmartha.org 

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 

St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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Wedding Banns
Noah Richard LaBelle & Ashleigh Nicole Rodhouse

 David Rojas & Sherril Salas
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dpat@novavista .com 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . Tom Gillis   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .400 .6991 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Steve Mislyan   .  .  .  .  . 941-993-0997 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Nov 17•10am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms

Tue, Nov 19•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wed, Nov 20•9:30-11:30am Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall

Thu, Nov 21•10am Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

Fri, Nov 22•Saint Cecilia

Sat, Nov 23•Saint Clement
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Sun, Nov 17 ..........Dn 12:1-3; Heb 10:11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32 
7:30am ...... [GR]...... D. Manguikian by Jean Berkey  
9:00am ...... [FS] ...... Angelina and John Lerario by Mimi and Jim 
9:00am ...... [GS] ...... (Hall) - Peg Mansfield by Daughters 
10:30am .... [GS] ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .... [FS] ...... Frances Naglieri by Ida Naglieri 
12:00pm .... [] .......... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ...... [GR]...... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Mon, Nov 18 .........Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Lk 18:35-43 
7:30am ...... [GS] ...... Ewin Carire by Deb Corrigan 
8:30am ...... [GR]...... Mary Corona by Susan Schussler 
12pm ......... [GS] ...... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano

Tue, Nov 19  .........Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Lk 19:1-10 
7:30am ...... [GS] ...... (L) Ginger Evans by Paul and Marge Lortie 
8:30am ...... [GR]...... (L) Joshua Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm ..... [GS].......Barbara Maggio by James Maggio

Wed, Nov 20 .........Rv 4:1-11; Lk 19:11-28 
7:30am ...... [GR]...... John Fox Weir by Madonna Weir 
8:30am ...... [GS] ..... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
12:00pm .... [FS] ...... (L) John and Mary McGruder by John & Mary McGruder

Thu, Nov 21 ...........Rv 5:1-10; Lk 19:41-44 
7:30am ...... [GR]...... Rosemarie Pirro by John Iacopelli 
8:30am ...... [GS] ...... John Carballo by John Schaefer 
12:00pm .... [FS] ...... (L) Connor Stephens by John and Mary McGruder

Fri, Nov 22 ............Rv 10:8-11; Lk 19:45-48 
7:30am ...... [GR]...... Kay Owens by Paul and Marge Lortie 
8:30am ...... [FS] ...... Cornelia Robertson by John Schaefer 
12:00pm .... [GR]...... Max and Anna Bogacz by the Family

Sat, Nov 23 ...........Rv 11:4-12; Lk 20:27-40 
7:30am ...... [GR]...... (L) Marcella by Michel Montblanc 
8:30am ...... [GS] ...... Luis Riccardo Paez by Nancy Trujillo 
4:00pm ...... [FS] ...... Matthew Zita by the Family 
5:30pm ...... [GS] ...... Edward Mongillo by Ann Mongillo

Sun, Nov 24 ..........Dn 7:13-14; Rv 1:5-8; Jn 18:33b-37 
7:30am ...... [GS] ...... Susan Anderson by Janet Palmer  
9:00am ...... [JR] ...... Andrew Stengel by Michael Stengel 
9:00am ...... [GR]...... (Hall)L & D Mbrs of the Caragiulo Fam. by the Caragiulo Fam. 
10:30am .... [FS] ...... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .... [JR] ...... Deborah Linkin by Stephen Mislyan 
12:00pm .... [] .......... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ...... [GR]...... Biagio & Lugia Stragapede by Carmela

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),  
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Father Bernie Evanofski invites you to join him  
on a 11 Day Pilgrimage to… 

Shrines of Italy 
with Optional 2-Night Venice & St. Anthony of Padua Post Tour Extension 

May 20 – 30, 2025 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

For more information contact 
Barbara Murphy 

Travel Now 
941-228-2916 

travelnow@verizon.net

 

 
 

Book Now
& Save 

$450 
Per Person 
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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Events of Distinction Attention to Detail

MARYKENEALYEVENTS.COM | 941.953.2007

@MKENEALYEVENTSSARASOTA, FLORIDA 342361290 NORTH PALM AVENUE SUITE 107
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