


From Our Pastor, Father George
December 15, 2024 
Sermon for the Third Sunday of Advent from Fr Gennadi: 

I admire how clear and simple is the teaching of John in today’s Gospel! 
Whoever has too much should share with the person who has none; whoever 
holds any service should not abuse others; whoever is a soldier should be 
humane in his profession and should not mistreat anyone. What more can be 
added to this exhortation? John spoke not only to the listeners of his time; he 
also speaks to us today. What has changed since John’s time? If St. John the 
Baptist stood among us today, would he not repeat the same words? And we 
constantly ask, What must we do? and we await some extraordinary advice 
and instructions. What more do we need for an honest life than to implement 
John’s simple and clear words? 

What should we do? This is 
sometimes a difficult question 
because it opens up the pros-
pect of transformation. It is a 
sign of readiness to accept a 
new path, to embrace God’s 
truth. I have asked myself 
this question many times in 
my life. What should I do 
when I chose the path of 
life? What should I do when 
I decided to abandon my 
previous plans and enter the 
seminary? What should I do when I was faced with the reality of caring for my 
sick mother? What should I do when I made the decision to leave my hometown 
and come to the USA? And many, many more.

Today we can ask ourselves, What should we do? to experience Christmas 
joyfully. Years ago, my family invited a family of friends from Lithuania 
to join us for Christmas. We prepared Christmas Eve and the entire holiday 
in the spirit of beautiful Polish traditions. We shared the opłatek, and to a 
large extent, we experienced this holiday in the spirit of faith. There was 
no alcohol. When our friends were leaving, they said they had never had 
such a beautiful holiday in their lives; it felt different, above all, divine. Or 
consider another example: my friend, the director of a vocational school, 
takes orphaned children from the school where he works, as well as children 
from dysfunctional families, into his home for Christmas Eve, to show them a 
real Christmas - one that they have probably never experienced in their own 
families. Drunkenness in families, broken homes, and deprivation of parental 
rights - all of these create great sadness and prevent true joy.

What should we do? We can reach out to others in love, especially the  
unfortunate and the rejected. We can speak words of compassion and healing. 
We can bring a little light and warmth into the lives of others. All of these  
actions and more are within our reach. Doing these things the way Christ 
would do them if he were in our place will indeed make this holiday beautiful. 
The streets are beautifully lit during Advent. But to make our world a little 
brighter, other lights are needed. These lights shine wherever lives are transformed, 
where someone starts anew, and where someone shares with others.

“ Whoever has too much should share 
with the person who has none;  

whoever holds any service should not 
abuse others;  

whoever is a soldier should be  
humane in his profession and  
should not mistreat anyone. ” 

 – Fr. Gennadi

3rd candle in the Advent Wreath:  
Symbolizes Mary, the Mother of  
Jesus, who longed for Jesus with love  
beyond all telling. Let’s rejoice in  
the Lord with Mary as the Lord is  
near indeed. After the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, Our Lady of 
Loreto and then Our Lady of Guadalupe 
we feel the closeness of Mary to us, 
we sense her motherly care and her 
joy from the coming of her son.   

Rebirth of the parish rectory: I am sure that many of you have 
noticed that the work is being carried out in our rectory. They began 
in September, and I am glad to see that after removal and clearing 
of old walls, ceilings and floors now the Air Condition’s pipes/conducts 
are being installed. In this renovation work of the rectory, after the 
demolition part we see now the construction part – quite right for 
this time of Advent and Christmas. God bless the workers!                                                                                                                                        

Jubilee Year 2025: The great tradition of opening the Holy Door  
will begin when Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica 
on December 24, 2024. Other holy doors will be opened at the Rome 
basilicas of St. John Lateran, St. Mary Major and St. Paul Outside the 
Walls. For pilgrims who cannot travel to Rome, bishops around the 
world are expected to designate their cathedrals or a popular Catholic 
shrine as special places of prayer for Holy Year pilgrims, offering 
opportunities for reconciliation, indulgences and other events intended 
to strengthen and revive faith.

Next Sunday, December 22, 2024, is the Fourth Sunday of Advent.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

We pray that this Jubilee Year  
strengthens our faith, helping us  
to recognize the Risen Christ in  
our daily lives and that it may  
transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.

Prayer Intention for December 2024  
For Pilgrims of Hope

Pope Francis
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Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 

St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 

St Martha’s Caritas Pantry
 Caritas Outreach Ministry provides assistance with utility payments, 

transportation, food, prescriptions, and work attire for thousands in 
Sarasota in acute financial need. Thank you all for your donations and 

help in serving our community when we are in such a great need.  
Caritas Food Ministry for November 2024 
Serving 866 households and 1,443 individuals 

 

Father Bernie Evanofski invites you to join him  
on a 11 Day Pilgrimage to… 

Shrines of Italy 
with Optional 2-Night Venice & St. Anthony of Padua Post Tour Extension 

May 20 – 30, 2025 

 
 
 

  
 

For more information contact 
Barbara Murphy 

Travel Now 
941-228-2916 

travelnow@verizon.net

 

 
 

Book Now
& Save 

$450 
Per Person 
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dpat@novavista .com 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . Tom Gillis   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .400 .6991 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Steve Mislyan   .  .  .  .  . 941-993-0997 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Dec 15•10am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms  

Tue, Dec 17•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room 

Wed, Dec 18•9:30-11:30am - Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall 

Thu, Dec 19•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall 

Sat, Dec 21•Saint Peter Canisiuss 
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Sun, Dec 15 ........ Zep 3:14-18a; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 
7:30am ...... [JR] ... Al Zucaro by Catherine Giblin  
9:00am ...... [GR]... Gail Capone by St. Martha’s Volunteers 
9:00am ...... [GS] ... (Hall) John Sheridan by Paula and David Shigley 
10:30am .... [FS] ... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .... [JR] ... (L) Fiorella Duarte by Mom and Dad 
12:00pm .... [JV] .... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ...... [GR]... (L) Macgregor Helms by John and Mary McGruder
Mon, Dec 16 ...... Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27 
7:30am ...... [GR]... John Sheridan by Family 
8:30am ...... [JV] ....Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
12:00pm .... [JR] ... Barbara Maggio by James Maggio 
5:30pm ...... [JR] ... Ned Vonlindern by David Beesley & Patty Bradbury
Tue, Dec 17 ........ Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 
7:30am ...... [GR]... (L) Barbara Sena by Robert Manness 
8:30am ...... [JR] ... George Lee by Friend 
12:00pm .... [GS] ... Rev. Kenneth Kaucheck by the Norton Family 
5:30pm ...... [GR]... Famiglia Stragapede by Carmela
Wed, Dec 18 ...... Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25 
7:30am ...... [JR] ... (L) Rocky Milliman by Marcella Levin 
8:30am ...... [GS] ... Missing & Exploited Children by Joe and Betty Plouffe 
12:00pm .... [GR]... Mary E. Newman by Paula & Cedric Dendy 
5:30pm ...... [GR]... Anita Ryan by David Beesley and Patty Bradbury
Thu, Dec 19 ........ Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25 
7:30am ...... [GR]... John Kinczel by John Iacopelli 
8:30am ...... [FS] ... John Sheridan by Family 
12:00pm .... [JV] .... Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
5:30pm ...... [JR] ... Ellen Dooher by Molly Dooher
Fri, Dec 20 .......... Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38 
7:30am ...... [JV] .... Sarah Dormeyer by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am ...... [GR]... John Sheridan by Family 
12:00pm .... [GS] ... Marian and Alex Ross by Sweet Sixteen 
5:30pm ...... [FS] ... L & D Mbrs of the Julie Tierney Family by Friend
Sat, Dec 21 ......... Sg 2:8-14; Lk 1:39-45 
7:30am ...... [GS] ... Wesley Sokol by Irma, Elaine and Betsy 
8:30am ...... [JV] .... Larry Corsaro by the Corsaro Family 
4:00pm ...... [JR] ... (L) Herve Lochard by Friend 
5:30pm ...... [GR]... Bernard Beaurpere by John Campbell
Sun, Dec 22 ........ Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 
7:30am ...... [JR] ... Famiglia Campanale by Carmela  
9:00am ...... [GR]... Jerry Reddy by Bernadette Gazboda 
9:00am ...... [FS] ... (Hall) John W. Stellar by Ann Flynn 
10:30am .... [GS] ... For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .... [FS] ... Robert, Susan, & Michael Brabazon by Kathleen Brabazon 
12:00pm .... [JV] .... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm ...... [GS] ... L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),  
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions

 To schedule an appointment with Fr. George and start your journey, contact 
Patty Sileo: sileo@stmartha.org 

Interested in the Catholic Faith and want to know more? 
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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