


From Our Pastor, Father George
December 29, 2024

May God bless you all in this New Jubilee Year of 2025!

Sunday Sermon for the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Why do we like to watch TV soap operas or the same movies again and 
again? It’s because they tell us continuous stories about people and their 
relationships, their successes and their faults. The stories about people like 
us, which last long time, some soaps have been played on TV for many, 
many years, the characters grow and develop in years together  
with viewers. We watch them to see an update or maybe the end of  
story. We are curious to see how the story ends.

The Feast of the Holy Family is an extension of Christmas. Bethlehem  
created the Holy Family but it didn’t finish it. The story continues: 
 presentation in the Jerusalem Temple, quick escape into Egypt, life in 
exile, cruel Herod and massacre of the Holy Innocents in Bethlehem, a 
return to Nazareth, and a quiet life in Galilee from which the only event 
we hear about is the 12 year old Jesus in the Temple discussing things with 
teachers and biblical scholars. Next Sunday we will remember the three 

magi and the Epiphany 
of the Lord, the next 
to be celebrates is the 
Baptism of the Lord in 
Jordan river, something 
that took place when 
Jesus was about 30 
years old but something 
that elaborates the  
Christmas story. In the 
liturgy Christmastide 
lasts for a long time, 
yet we strip our  
Christmas trees, take 

down Christmas decorations, and stop singing Christmas carols too fast.

The Feast of the Holy Family speaks to us with the message: Let the 
Christmas last, let the story of Jesus, Mary and Joseph last, follow the lives 
of the members of the Holy Family, see the end of story and draw the 
wisdom from it.

Don’t dismantle the crib too quickly. Learn about Jesus, learn about Mary, 
learn about Joseph, get to know them, love them, they are our family.

Prophet Isaiah said about the coming of the Messiah: The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light. They lived in a land 
of shadows, but now light is shining on them.(Is. 9:1) and yet so 
many years after the Bethlehem Night, the number of people who live in 
the land of shadows, live in a darkness that doesn’t decrease. They are the 
one on whose heads bombs are flying, the ones who are forced to escape 
their homes into uncertainty, they are the ones who receive another dose 
of chemotherapy, they recover from stroke or from heart attack. They are 

“ The people who walked  
in darkness have seen 

a great light. They lived in  
a land of shadows, 

but now light is shining 
on them. ” 

 – Is. 9:1

We pray that this Jubilee Year  
strengthens our faith, helping us  
to recognize the Risen Christ in  
our daily lives and that it may  
transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.

Prayer Intention for December 2024  
For Pilgrims of Hope

Pope Francis

the ones who recently walked with their 
deceased to the grave but also the ones 
whose hearts are empty or whose hearts 
are in darkness keeping them away 
from the light of grace. May the Light 
shine on their lives and may their hearts 
be filled with hope and joy. Let’s become 
to all those people like angels proclaiming 
the Good News about the Light to the 
shepherds. The story of the Holy Family 
will continue to be valid as long as there 

are human families in need, human families of believers, and human 
families in love with God.

January 1, 2025, The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God is 
the Holy Day of Obligation - The Mass schedule for this is: 5:30pm  
on Tuesday, December 31, 2024 and then 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, 12pm, 
12pm (Vietnamese in the Hall) and 5:30pm.
Jubilee Year 2025 - These are the things to do in the Jubilee Year:  
Go to Reconciliation, Read the Jubilee Document Spes Non Confudit,  
Make a pilgrimage, Visit your Cathedral, Pray the Jubilee Prayer,  
Perform works of mercy, Review the resources, Practice Hope.
Next Sunday, January 5, 2025, is the Solemnity of the  
Epiphany of the Lord
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St Martha Church 
Attention Youth Grades 6-12 

ROCK THE UNIVERSE  
At Universal Studios Orlando 
Saturday, January 25, 2025 

Depart 2:00 p.m. — Return 2:00 a.m. 
Cost is $75.00 

Bus transportation from  
St Martha Church included. 
(food/meals not included) 

Questions contact: 
sileo@stmartha.org 

Register: https://permission.click/1XleJ/int  
Space is limited  

St Martha’s Caritas Pantry
 Caritas Outreach Ministry provides assistance with utility payments, 

transportation, food, prescriptions, and work attire for thousands in 
Sarasota in acute financial need. Thank you all for your donations and 

help in serving our community when we are in such a great need.  
Caritas Food Ministry for November 2024 
Serving 866 households and 1,443 individuals 
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Father Bernie Evanofski invites you to join him  
on a 11 Day Pilgrimage to… 

Shrines of Italy 
with Optional 2-Night Venice & St. Anthony of Padua Post Tour Extension 

May 20 – 30, 2025 

 
 
 

  
 

For more information contact 
Barbara Murphy 

Travel Now 
941-228-2916 

travelnow@verizon.net

 

 
 

Book Now
& Save 

$450 
Per Person 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Diocese of Venice is blessed with dedicated Priests and Religious, 
and together we pray the Lord to continue to send holy workers into His 
vineyard. The Diocese is further blessed with vocations, evidenced by the 
17 seminarians presently in formation for the Diocese of Venice. With 
this letter, I kindly invite you to support the educational and formational 
dimensions of our future priests.
The funds received from the Annual Seminary Collection are used to assist 
the Diocese’s seminarians with the cost of tuition, room and board, health 
care, transportation, and other expenses. Funding from the Collection also 
helps in the recruitment of committed young men who may have potential 
vocations and wish to discern that call.
Parishes in the Diocese of Venice will conduct this annual collection for 
Seminary Support the weekend of January 4 and 5, 2025. Thank you for 
your continuing support for the Seminary Formation and discernment of 
Diocesan Seminarians, and for your prayers for vocations to the  
Priesthood and Religious Life.
I take this opportunity to extend to each of you my blessings in this New 
Year. Thank you and may God bless you and your family for the support  
of our seminarians.
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration .  .  .  .  .  Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers .  .  .  Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dpat@novavista.com 
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  . . . . Tom Gillis  . . . . . . . 941.400.6991 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . 941.350.9466 
Parish Council  . . . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry  . . . . Kate Shaver  . . . . . . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan  . . . . . 941-993-0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  . . . Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  . . Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  . . . . . . . . . Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School .  .  Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Dec 29•The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
Tue, Dec 31•Saint Sylvester I 

Wed, Jan 1•New Year’s Day•Solemnity of Mary
Thu, Jan 2•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall 

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with  
Lindy Donahue. Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study • Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 
St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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Sun, Dec 29 ..........Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:41-52 
7:30am .......[GR] ....Sabrina Garbowski by Scott and Bridget Hakes  
9:00am .......[GS] ....Tristan Barth by Mom and Dad 
9:00am .......[JR] ....(Hall) (L) Lennox Renda by Marcia Norris 
10:30am .....[JR] ....For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .....[FS] ....Mary Sharp by Stephen Mislyan 
12:00pm .....[JV] .....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......[JR] ....Carol Lewis by Marice Lewis
Mon, Dec 30 ........1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 
7:30am .......[] ........Tom and Pat Dever by the Dever Family 
8:30am .......[] ........ Holy Souls in Purgatory by John J. DeStefano 
12:00pm .....[] ........Larry Rea by John Iacopelli 
5:30pm .......[] ........Richard Ryan by David Beesley & Patty Bradbury
Tue, Dec 31 ..........1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
7:30am .......[] ........Luke Revell by Scott and Bridget Hakes 
8:30am .......[] ........ Tim Sanders by Your Neighbors at MEV 
12:00pm .....[] ........Sabrina Garbowski by Carol DeLeo 
5:30pm .......[] ........(L) Eileen Peck by Marie Williams
Wed, Jan 1 ...........Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
7:30am .......[] ........Geri Lorkowski by Fr. George 
8:30am .......[] ........Mehia Mamion by Mary Ann Thompson 
12:00pm .....[] ........Michael James DeNigris by Judy Kozlowski 
5:30pm .......[] ........Alfonso & Catalina Ortega by Matthew Ballesteros
Thu, Jan 2 .............1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
7:30am .......[] ........Dennis Skitzki by Bros of Holy Cross 
8:30am .......[] ........For A Greater Respect for all Human Life 
12:00pm .....[] ........Teresa Wiltowska by the Corsaro Family 
5:30pm .......[] ........(L) Hermann & Cecilia Ballesteros by Matthew Ballesteros
Fri, Jan 3 ..............1 Jn 2:2–3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
7:30am .......[] ........Mike Moran by Judy Kozlowski 
8:30am .......[] ........Jerry Roy by John Schaefer 
12:00pm .....[] ........Mary LoCicero by Helen Halpern 
5:30pm .......[] ........Buu Xung by Joan Killen
Sat, Jan 4 .............1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
7:30am .......[] ........Eileen Fabricatore by Paul Blank 
8:30am .......[] ........Michael Corsaro by the Corsaro Family 
4:00pm .......[] ........(L) Donald F. Ladd and Family by Anna and Henry Bryan 
5:30pm .......[] ........Michael Coppa by Marge Coppa
Sun, Jan 5  ...........Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
7:30am .......[] ........Thomas Bauer by John and Lydia Arimono  
9:00am .......[] ........Hank Salerno by Ann Crowley 
9:00am .......[] ........(Hall) Phil Paul by Marcia Norris 
10:30am .....[] ........For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .....[] ........Ed O’Brien by Cathy and George Phillips 
12:00pm .....[] ........(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......[] ........L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS),  
Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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