


From Our Pastor, Father George
January 19, 2025

Sermon for Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
by Deacon Pat 
Let’s provide some context. Saint John’s Gospel is divided into two main parts.  
The Book of Signs making up the first major part while the subsequent Book 
of Glory addresses Jesus Passion. The Book of Signs reveals seven miracles 
convinced Jesus’ followers, then and now, of his being True Man and True God!

Today’s passage is from the Book of Signs and depicts the first miracle - the  
joyous wedding feast, in Cana, where the host ran out of wine. Not wanting 
him to be embarrassed, Mary interceded for him with Jesus who reluctantly 
performed his first miracle by changing the six stone water jars into Wine –  
not just any wine – a superb wine as attested to by the headwaiter!

We have the Blessed Mother who 
saw the inadequacy of wine at 
the wedding feast. She apprised 
Jesus of the situation, ignored 
his protest, and then directed the 
servants to do what Jesus told 
them. Following Jesus orders, 
they filled the jars to the brim. 
Jesus then transformed the water 
into wine.

What does that mean to us?

In our daily prayers, we are to 
acknowledge our inadequacies and ask our Blessed Mother to intercede for us 
with her Divine Son - just like she did in Cana. Paraphrasing the Blessed Mother, 
we are to glorify Jesus by doing whatever he tells us; to grow in our faith; and to 
reflect His love by joyfully serving others.

This leads me to the first letter to the Corinthians. The Corinthian Christian 
community was fragmented because some of them were lording it over others 
claiming that they were better than other members of the community. Paul had 
to straighten them out. All Baptized received the Holy Spirit and the spiritual gifts 
that they were meant to have. In our Baptisms, each of us had the Holy Spirit 
introduced into our souls and are called to united with each other.  

Consider that in our participation in the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the Priest says 
the following on our behalf: Humbly we pray, that partaking of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.

Like the Corinthians, each of us is called to contribute to the community without 
judging others and certainly not from a sense of sinful pride. Paul emphasizes 
that we all have the one Holy Spirit. No one has a different Holy Spirit. Each of 
us is a beloved adopted child of God the Father. Understanding and acceptance 
of this Divine Love gives peace and a joy that is meant to be shared!

That is our Christian job description! We are to grow in our faith, acknowledge 
our inadequacies, pray to our Blessed Mother for her intercession, grow in our 
faith, be united to our brothers and sisters, and give God’s transformative Divine 
Love to one another! 

“ Like the Corinthians,  
each of us is called to  

contribute to the community  
without judging others and  
certainly not from a sense  

of sinful pride.. ” 
 – Deacon Pat

Week of prayers for Christian Unity -  
Between January 18 and 25, 2025, all Christians 
are invited to pray for the unity of the Church of 
Christ in the world. Jesus himself teaches us to 
be united so let’s observe the Lord’s command-
ment: … that they may be one, as we are 
one – I living in them, you living in me – 
that their unity may be complete. So shall 
the world know that you sent me, and that 
you loved them as you loved me.  
(John 17: 22b-23).

January 22, Feast of St. Vincent Pallotti - A Roman priest who was born 
on April 21, 1795, and died in Rome on January 22, 1850, was telling all 
Christians and all members of the Catholic Church about taking leadership in 
spreading the gospel values.

He used to say that everyone is an apostle and no matter who we are, we are 
all called to follow Jesus and offer our charity to our neighbor. He founded 
the Society of the Catholic Apostolate (The Pallottines) which is the part of the 
Union of the Catholic Apostolate. Catholic apostolate, which means universal, is 
for everyone who wants to help and everyone who needs help. Lay people as 
well as clergy can revive faith and re-ignite love in the Church.

Quote from Jubilee Document, Spes Non Confundit - (Hope does not 
disappoint) “For everyone, may the Jubilee be a moment of genuine, personal 
encounter with the Lord Jesus, the ‘door’ (cf. Jn 10:7.9) of our salvation, whom 
the Church is charged to proclaim always, everywhere and to all as ‘our hope’ 
(1 Tim 1:1).

Jubilee Pilgrimage Sites in the Diocese of Venice - Epiphany  
Cathedral, 350 Tampa Avenue W., Venice, St. John XXIII Parish Church, 
13060 Palomino Ln., Ft. Myers, St. John the Evangelist Parish Church 
– 625 111th Avenue N. Naples, St. Paul Parish Church, 1330 East Oak 
St., Arcadia, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center, 3989 South 
Moon Der., Venice. The Apostolic Penitentiary’s Decree on the Granting of the 
Indulgence during the Ordinary Jubilee Year 2025 indicates that the Faithful 
may obtain the Jubilee Indulgence if they undertake a pious pilgrimage to a 
Jubilee Site (typical requirements to obtain an indulgence are that the person 
be detached from sin, repentant, receive the Sacrament of Penance and Holy 
Communion, and pray for the intentions of the Holy Father).

Parish Hall, Rectory, Office Building roof change works are on -   
in our St. Martha Campus. Beware of the construction traffic of tracks and 
workers presence.

Parish Mission in St. Martha, February, 23-26, 2025 -  We will host 
Fr. Peter Hill for a few days in February. Please make your plan for this Parish 
Mission in the Jubilee Year of 2025 as a step towards reconciliation with God 
Almighty and your neighbors so you can receive a Jubilee Pardon, which could 
be offered for the eternal salvation of your Deceased 

Next Sunday, January 26, 2025, is the Third Sunday in Ordinary time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George
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creating miracles through faith & service

Catholic
Charities Ball

the

2025

The St. Regis, Longboat Key Resort

Please join us in supporting Catholic Charities’
vital programs and services, which assist those

in need in Sarasota County.

saturday, february 1

For information, contact Catholic Charities Sarasota County

941-376-7854  |  CCBall@ccdov.org

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Collection for the Church in Latin America provides the opportunity  
to show unity with our brothers and sisters in Central & South America,  
as well as the Caribbean Islands. For decades, this collection has helped 
meet the many challenges and needs of the Church and the faithful in 
Latin America.
Gifts to this collection provide grants to dioceses in Latin America, which 
help sustain important ministries such as evangelization, vocations and 
seminary training marriage support, and the promotion of human life and 
dignity. In the capital of Venezuela, the Church is now equipped to become 
a leader in the fight against human trafficking. And in the Amazonian 
region of Peru, the love and sacraments of Christ are able to reach remote 
Indigenous villages.
Parishes throughout the Diocese of Venice will take up the annual  
Collection for the Church in Latin America during the weekend of January 
18 & 19, 2025. Thank you for your kindness and generosity. Your  
donations to this collection support life, faith & hope to our brothers  
and sisters in Central & South America and the Caribbean.
I take this opportunity to extend to each of you my blessings in this  
New Year. Thank you and may God bless you and your family for your 
support of the Church in Latin America.
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Virginia Bray  . . . . . 941.366.4210 
Eucharist Adoration .  .  .  .  .  Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers .  .  .  Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dpat@novavista.com 
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey  . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com 
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  . . . . Tom Gillis  . . . . . . . 941.400.6991 
Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sue Thompson .  .  .  .  . 941.350.9466 
Parish Council  . . . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 
Respect Life Ministry  . . . . Kate Shaver  . . . . . . ksshaver@comcast.net 
Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 
Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan  . . . . . 941-993-0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  . . . Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 
Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  . . Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  . . . . . . . . . Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  . . . Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School .  .  Principal Mrs. MariJo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Jan 19•10:15am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms 

Mon, Jan 20•Martin Luther King Day - Parish Office Closed

Tue, Jan 21•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room 

Wed, Jan 22•9:30-11:30am - Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall

Thu, Jan 23•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall 
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Sun, Jan 19 .......Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11 
7:30am .......[JR] ....Ryan Halstead by Mom  
9:00am .......[GS] ....Rosemary Salerno by Ann Crowley 
9:00am .......[FS] ....(Hall) Richard Gemanani by James Bovienzo 
10:30am .....[RN] ....For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .....[GS] ....Kristen and Dave Hatch by Elizabeth Trelinski 
12:00pm .....[JV] .....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......[GR] ....L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, Jan 20.........Heb 5:1-10; Mk 2:18-22 
7:30am .......[GS] ....(L) Wanda Welch by Paula and David Shigley 
8:30am .......[JR] .... Ginny Mullin by Pauline Groetelaars 
10:30am .....[JV] .....Jack Harta by Paula and Frank Quinn

Tue, Jan 21 ........Heb 6:10-20; Mk 2:23-28 
7:30am .......[GR] ....Tom Osborne by Paula and David Shigley 
8:30am .......[GS] .... Paul Miller by Margaret Nearly 
12:00pm .....[RN] ....Kathleen Dunbar by Matthew and Beth Phillips 
5:30pm .......[JR] ....Aiden McDonald by Tina and Mark Mroczkowski

Wed, Jan 22 ........Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Mk 3:1-6 
7:30am .......[JR] ....Ewin (Dick Richard) Gavler by Judy Kozlowski 
8:30am .......[RN] ....Kimberly Viets by Hank and Jack 
12:00pm .....[JR] ....Thomas Joseph Dever, In Loving Memory 
5:30pm .......[GR] ....Victoria Gregonis by Julie Murphy

Thu, Jan 23 ..........Heb 7:25—8:6; Mk 3:7-12 
7:30am .......[JV] .....John Fragomeni by John Iacopelli 
8:30am .......[JR] ....Nora Ferguson by the Heibel Family 
12:00pm .....[GR] ....Anthony Herrera by the Herrera Family 
5:30pm .......[FS] ....John Takacs by Peter Lyddy & Richard Messina

Fri, Jan 24  ...........Heb 8:6-13; Mk 3:13-19 
7:30am .......[GR] ....Mr. Clair Johnson by Hank and Jack 
8:30am .......[JV] .....James Shea by Janet Long 
12:00pm .....[GR] ....Lisa Funsch by Susan Bonomi 
5:30pm .......[GS] ....(L) Alex and Denny Whitman by John Schaefer

Sat, Jan 25 ...........Acts 22:3-16; Mk 16:15-18 
7:30am .......[JV] .....Sharon Sheridan by Paula and David Shigley 
8:30am .......[GR] ....Edna Koury by Bill Koury 
4:00pm .......[GS] ....Richard Sartori by the Sartori Family 
4:00pm .......[FS] ....(Hall) For All Parishioners 
5:30pm .......[JR] ....Andrew Stengel by Michael Stengel

Sun, Jan 26 .......Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10;  
                         1 Cor 12:12-30; Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
7:30am .......[GS] ....Elizabeth Albritton by the Family  
9:00am .......[JR] ....St. Martha’s Volunteers by the Clergyy 
9:00am .......[GR] ....(Hall) Marian and Alessandro Ross by The Sweet Sixteen 
10:30am .....[JR] ....For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .....[FS] ....Edmund Cicchi by Stephen and Roberta Mislyan 
12:00pm .....[JV] .....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......[JR] ....L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe
Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS),  
Fr Gennadi (GR), Fr. Notter (RN)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Two Anniversary Masses are offered for married couples celebrating   
milestone anniversaries: 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 and 50 plus years. 

 On February 1 at 11am an Anniversary Mass is celebrated at  
St. Leo the Great Parish,  28290 Beaumont Road, Bonita Springs, 

and  March 8 at 11am at St. Thomas More Parish, 
2506 Gulf Gate Drive,  Sarasota.

Both events include Mass celebrated 
 by Bishop Frank J. Dewane, 
followed by a reception, and a photo 
opportunity with Bishop Dewane.  
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Couples must register through their  Parish. Registration information is  
forthcoming and will be mailed to  Parishes directly.  
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security

9 41 . 9 5 5 . 2 7 0 0  •  w w w. I W M F L . co m

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2024 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860220
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861920
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860222
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860521
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860122
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860420
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860324
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860524
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860724
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860824
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860924
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860224


 A
d

v
e

rtise
 

B
u

sin
e

ss
O

n
lin

e
 a

t D
io

c
e
sa

n
.c

o
m

/
1-8

0
0

-2
9

2
-9

111
View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2024 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861520
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861020
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861024
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860620
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860520
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861820
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861220
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861720
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40861120
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860323
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860423
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860820
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860124
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860121
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860424
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40860624

