


From Our Pastor, Father George
January 26, 2025

Sermon for the Third Sunday in Ordinary time by Father Gennadi

Today is the Sunday of the Word of God. Today, we pay special attention to the 
Bible. The Church reminds us that we need to grow in our knowledge and love 
of the Holy Scriptures, as well as of the Risen Lord, who continues to speak his 
Word and break bread in the community of believers.  

We can reflect with admiration on the content of today’s first reading from the 
Book of Nehemiah. It concerns the events of 445 BCE. The Jews returned from 
exile and began to organize their lives. They rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem 
and took a census of the population. However, the central event was the public 
reading of the Law. The people listened from morning to noon. They listened with 
respect, standing. This is an attitude of readiness to accept and fulfill the Word of 
God. They listened with joy, as evidenced by their tears of joy. After many years, 
the Jews were once again able to be together and build a life based on God’s 
Law. The Jews knew that it was necessary to know it, because only then it can be 
loved. In this biblical description, we see great respect for the Word of God. Let 
us once again pay attention to how important it was to read, listen, explain, and 
understand the Law and accept it with love. Let us ask ourselves, what does the 
Word of God mean for us?

I would like to share with you my experience of how I discovered the beauty of 
the Gospel in my life. It happened thirty years ago, in 1995. I was a first-year 
student at the Agricultural Institute. On Sunday, I went to Mass at the Grodno 
Cathedral. I went to confession before Mass, and as penance, I was given the 
Gospel according to Saint Luke to read. After Mass, I stopped at the shop at the 
cathedral to see if they had the Holy Bible for sale, because I did not have my 
own. It was after the collapse of the Soviet Union, and there was already some 
religious literature. Yes, the Bible was available, but unfortunately, I could not  
afford to buy it. It was the 90s, a pretty difficult time, and there was a lot of 
poverty. I remember very well what I did: I checked the money I had in my 
pocket. I had saved up for a ticket home, and with the rest, I bought the New 
Testament. I couldn’t afford the whole Bible, and I didn’t even have money left 
for food. So, I started reading the New Testament; I read not only the Gospel 
according to Saint Luke but the entire New Testament. Then I began to read it 
over and over. I read the Bible in the hostel, traveling by train or bus; I read at 
home, took it with me on trips, and read on my knees, I learned some passages 
by heart. This Bible became special and favorite for me, because the Word of 
God changed my life. I covered my Bible to protect it from damage. I still have it 
today, in my family home — my favorite Bible in Polish. In 2023, during  
Christmas, I read a passage from this Bible about the Birth of Jesus with tears 
in my eyes, in an empty family home, without family and without loved ones, 
because I lost everyone. With God’s Word I hoped to start new path of my  
vocation. Of course, during my studies at the seminary, I deepened my knowledge 
of the Word of God; I also read the Bible in English — the Contemporary English 
Version. Today, I read the Word of God every day as a priest.

On this Sunday of the Word of God, let us recall the basic truth: by reading the 
Bible, we hope that the Word of God will move our indifference, evoke tears 
of conversion, free us from fear, and lead us to the joy of resurrection. Let us 
repeat after the psalmist: Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life.

Sunday of the Word of God – January 26, 
2025 - Special day dedicated to the word of  
God helps us to learn how to listen to God 
speaking to us. God speaks to us through the 
Scriptures. Listening/reading is essential and  
not so easy, there are so many of us who speak 
well and a lot. Let’s learn to listen in the same 
way, if we speak well and a lot this means  
that we can also learn to listen well and a lot.  
Listening allows us to absorb the word and let  
it live its own life in us. 

Last Thursday of the month Adoration – Jan. 30, 2025 - I invite you to 
come to St. Martha Church and in silence adore the Lord Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament from 6.00pm to 7.00pm. We revive our faith in the Lord present in 
the Blessed Sacrament and pray for hope in this Jubilee Year.

Jubilee Pilgrimage Sites in the Diocese of Venice - Epiphany  
Cathedral, 350 Tampa Avenue W., Venice, St. John XXIII Parish Church, 
13060 Palomino Ln., Ft. Myers, St. John the Evangelist Parish Church 
– 625 111th Avenue N. Naples, St. Paul Parish Church, 1330 East Oak 
St., Arcadia, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center, 3989 South 
Moon Der., Venice. The Apostolic Penitentiary’s Decree on the Granting of the 
Indulgence during the Ordinary Jubilee Year 2025 indicates that the Faithful 
may obtain the Jubilee Indulgence if they undertake a pious pilgrimage to a 
Jubilee Site (typical requirements to obtain an indulgence are that the person 
be detached from sin, repentant, receive the Sacrament of Penance and Holy 
Communion, and pray for the intentions of the Holy Father).

Parish Mission in St. Martha, February, 23-26, 2025 -  We will host 
Fr. Peter Hill for a few days in February. Please make your plan for this Parish 
Mission in the Jubilee Year of 2025 as a step towards reconciliation with God 
Almighty and your neighbors so you can receive a Jubilee Pardon, which could 
be offered for the eternal salvation of your Deceased 

Next Sunday, February 2, 2025, is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

Let us pray for migrants,  
refugees, and those affected by  
war, that their right to an education,  
which is necessary to build a better  
world, might always be respected.

Prayer Intention for January 2025  
For pilgrims of hope

Pope Francis
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Bray   .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dpat@novavista .com 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . Tom Gillis   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .400 .6991 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Steve Mislyan   .  .  .  .  . 941-993-0997 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . MariJo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week 
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sun, Jan 26•10:15am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms 
Tue, Jan 28•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room 

Wed, Jan 29•9:30-11:30am - Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall
Thu, Jan 30•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall 

creating miracles through faith & service

Catholic
Charities Ball

the

2025

The St. Regis, Longboat Key Resort

Please join us in supporting Catholic Charities’
vital programs and services, which assist those

in need in Sarasota County.

saturday, february 1

For information, contact Catholic Charities Sarasota County

941-376-7854  |  CCBall@ccdov.org
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Sun, Jan 26 .......Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10;  
                         1 Cor 12:12-30; Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
7:30am .......[GS] ....Elizabeth Albritton by the Family  
9:00am .......[JR] ....St. Martha’s Volunteers by the Clergyy 
9:00am .......[GR] ....(Hall) Marian and Alessandro Ross by The Sweet Sixteen 
10:30am .....[JR] ....For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .....[FS] ....Edmund Cicchi by Stephen and Roberta Mislyan 
12:00pm .....[JV] .....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......[JR] ....L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, Jan 27.........Heb 9:15, 24-28; Mk 3:22-30 
7:30am .......[JR] ....(L) Carolyn Howell by Paula and David Shigley 
8:30am .......[JV] .... Dolores Lorensky by Gary and Antoniella Hopkins 
12:00pm .....[GS] ....L & D Mbrs of the Deltette & Zalamea Families by Eric & Cecille 
5:30pm .......[GS] ....(L) Fiorella Duarte by Adriana

Tue, Jan 28 .......Heb 10:1-10; Mk 3:31-35 
7:30am .......[GS] ....(L) Michelle Leslie and J D Dunn by Monica Roberts 
8:30am .......[JR] .... Evelyn Cheslock by John Schaefer 
12:00pm .....[GR] ....Eleanor Russo by Terry 
5:30pm .......[GR] ....Debbie Dunlop by Dianne

Wed, Jan 29 ........Heb 10:11-18; Mk 4:1-20 
7:30am .......[GR] ....Patricia LaRosa by Pauline Groetelaars 
8:30am .......[GS] ....Lucia & Biagio Stragapede by Carmela Scarongella 
12:00pm .....[GR] ....Doug Roderick by Ellen Roderick 
5:30pm .......[JR] ....Phyllis Cypcar by John Kopczyk

Thu, Jan 30 ..........Heb 10:19-25; Mk 4:21-25 
7:30am .......[JV] .....Salvatore Iacopelli by John Iacopelli 
8:30am .......[GR] ....Missing & Exploited Children by Joe and Betty Plouffe 
12:00pm .....[JR] ....Santaa Monet by Evelyn 
5:30pm .......[FS] ....(L) Carol Marquardt by Joyce Schaefer

Fri, Jan 31  ...........Heb 10:32-39; Mk 4:26-34 
7:30am .......[GR] ....(L) Joshua Duarte by Adriana 
8:30am .......[FS] ....Famiglia Stragapede by Carmela Scarongella 
12:00pm .....[JV] .....Mary Scheb by Tina Mroczkowski 
5:30pm .......[GS] ....(L) Jaime Duarte by Adriana

Sat, Feb 1  ...........Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Mk 4:35-41 
7:30am .......[JV] .....(L) Fr. Chris Frost, S.A.C. by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am .......[JR] ....Mary Angeles by the Corsaro Family 
4:00pm .......[FS] ....(L)Sarah Hutchings Velz (D) David Hutchings by Marlene Hutchings 
4:00pm .......[GR] ....(Hall) (L) Christopher Birstler by Nicole Romano 
5:30pm .......[GS] ....Margaret and Ben Becker by Jeff Becker

Sun, Feb 2 .........Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 
7:30am .......[JR] ....Ryan Halstead by Mom  
9:00am .......[FS] ....Rod Peck by Marie Williams 
9:00am .......[GS] ....(Hall) Alphonse Moretti by Carmela Scarongella 
10:30am .....[GR] ....For All Parishioners 
12:00pm .....[RN] ....Theodore A. Vigeland by Gina 
12:00pm .....[JV] .....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm .......[GS] ....L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS),  
Fr Gennadi (GR), Fr. Notter (RN)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Two Anniversary Masses are offered for married couples celebrating   
milestone anniversaries: 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 and 50 plus years. 

 On February 1 at 11am an Anniversary Mass is celebrated at  
St. Leo the Great Parish,  28290 Beaumont Road, Bonita Springs, 

and  March 8 at 11am at St. Thomas More Parish, 
2506 Gulf Gate Drive,  Sarasota.

Both events include Mass celebrated 
 by Bishop Frank J. Dewane, 
followed by a reception, and a photo 
opportunity with Bishop Dewane.  
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Couples must register through their  Parish. Registration information is  
forthcoming and will be mailed to  Parishes directly.  
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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