


Our Pastor, Father George

February 9, 2025

Sermon for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time by Father George
This was a clever and interesting way of encouraging the apostles Jesus chose to
catch men. He inspired them with His own example and by inviting them to work
with Him. Jesus found a good way to communicate with the crowd of people. He
got into Peter’s boat and asked him to put out a short distance from the shore.
He spoke to the crowd, and His voice, carried by the smooth surface of water,
reached the people with His teaching.

He spoke to the crowd from Peter’s boat. He showed Peter with Andrew and
James with John how to help people come closer to God. Jesus taught the crowd,
but He also taught His future apostles that the people needed teaching and were
hungry for the word of God.

Then we heard about the miraculous catch of fish under the instructions from
Jesus. Peter told Jesus that the night catch of fish was unsuccessful but followed the
instructions and put out the net on deeper water. At the Lord’s order, they caught
a great number of fish, which was to symbolize a great catch of men for Jesus

by His future apostles.
This also made them
realize that whoever works
with Jesus and follows
His instructions could
achieve great results.

Pope Francis proposes for
this Jubilee Year of 2025
that we, the believers,

also become the pilgrims of hope. Pilgrims of hope are people who hope that
prayers to God are answered. Pilgrims of hope follow Jesus who has a sign of
victory in His hand, which is the cross. When you look at the Vatican logo for this
Jubilee Year of 2025 you will see the cross in the hand of Jesus which then, at
the bottom of its vertical line, becomes an anchor like a boat anchor which s
ailors throw into the water to stop the boat and to secure it. The pilgrims of hope
are to be anchored in the cross of Christ, like a boat is anchored in the bottom of
the sea and stays secure. Those anchored in the cross of Jesus are the ones who
listen to the teaching of Christ and who teach others about Christ.

Pilgrims of hope are the people on the go, not necessarily physically, although
physical pilgrimage helps to move spiritually. Pilgrims of hope turn away from
despair of sin, walk through the gate of God’s mercy and find hope. Jesus called
His disciples to spread the Gospel of hope to the world, but He calls each one of
us, baptized believers, to live in hope. His apostles went to the world on their
pilgrimages of life, but we all learn from them the confidence of the Lord’s
presence with us and His encouragement. He went through His mission also
confident of His Father’s love and His Father’s blessing for the success of His
mission. The Church, which is confident in the presence of the Holy Spirit, walks
through the holy gates of God’s mercy and spreads hope to the world. It believes
in God’s blessing and in the final victory of the word it preaches. Let’s go and
movr in this Jubilee Year from despair of sin through the change of heart and
penance to live in faith, hope and love. Let’s not fear; God leads us there kindly.

“ Lets not fear,

God leads us there kindly.”

– Father George

From Father George:
Welcome Thomas Vargas, the new Music
Director to St. Martha! - With our gratitude
to Virginia Bray for her ministry in our parish
and with our best wishes in her retirement we
now welcome Thomas and pray that God will
bless His work in St. Martha..

Tuesday Feb. 11, (Memorial of Our Lady
of Lourdes) - World Day of the Sick- A
special time of prayer and sharing, of offering
one’s suffering for the good of the Church and

of reminding us to see in our sick brother and sister the face of Christ who, by
suffering, dying, and rising, achieved the salvation of humankind. All who are
sick are welcome to participate in 8:30am Mass, which will include
the Sacrament of Anointing for The Sick. Ever Immaculate Virgin Mother
of Mercy, health of the sick, refuge of sinners, comforter of the afflicted, you
know my wants, my troubles, my sufferings; look with mercy on me. Our Lady
of Lourdes, pray for me.

Parish Mission in St. Martha, February 23-26, 2025 - We will host
Fr. Peter Hill, who will preach at our Sunday Masses on February
22-23 and then he will lead us through the Mission sessions on Monday
24, Tuesday 25, and Wednesday 26 at 9am and the same at 6:15pm.
He will preach on: Anchoring our Hope, Anchoring & pray, Anchoring & love,
Anchoring on Mary.

Jubilee Pilgrimage Sites in the Diocese of Venice - Epiphany
Cathedral, 350 Tampa Avenue W., Venice, St. John XXIII Parish Church,
13060 Palomino Ln., Ft. Myers, St. John the Evangelist Parish Church –
625 111th Avenue N. Naples, St. Paul Parish Church, 1330 East Oak St.,
Arcadia, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center, 3989 South Moon
Der., Venice.

Next Sunday, February 16, 2025, is the 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,
Father George

Let us pray that the ecclesial
community might welcome the
desires and doubts of those young
people who feel a call to serve Christ’s
mission in the priesthood and religious life.

Prayer Intention for February 2025
For vocations to the priesthood

and religious life

Prayer Intention for February 2025

Pope Francis
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Wedding Bannsg
Zach Zientarski & Taylor Kraynak (1)
Christian Ocasio & Mary Romero (1)
Andrew Washko & Berkley Blanc (1)
Alfred Burtnett & Janet Burnett (1)

March 8 at 11am at St. Thomas More Parish,
2506 Gulf Gate Dr. For married couples celebrating

milestone anniversaries: 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50,
and 50 plus years. Mass celebrated by

Bishop Frank J. Dewane, a
reception, and a photo

opportunity with Bishop Dewane.
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Couples must register through their Parish. Registration information is
forthcoming and will be mailed to Parishes directly.
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Diocese of Venice
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . . . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.260.5427
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Virginia Bray . . . . . 941.366.4210
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dpat@novavista.com
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . fmosm@comcast.net
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Knights of Columbus . . . . Tom Gillis . . . . . . . 941.400.6991
Lectors . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org
O.C.I.A. . . . . . . . . . . . Sue Thompson . . . . . 941.350.9466
Parish Council . . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Respect Life Ministry . . . . Kate Shaver . . . . . . ksshaver@comcast.net
Rosary Makers . . . . . . . Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094
Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941-993-0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuart Love . . . . . . 941.780.7834
Witness to Love . . . . . . . Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes
St. Jude . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.755.1826
St. Patrick . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . . . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.923.1691
St. Joseph . . . . . . . . . Bradenton . . . . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School . . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week
at St. Martha Catholic Church

Sun, Feb 9•10:15am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms

Tue, Feb 11•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Thu, Feb 13•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

Sat, Feb 15•6pm - Dinner Dance - Parish Hall

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am

St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome!
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Sun, Feb 9 ............Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 5:1-11
7:30am.......[GS]....Michael J. and Michael F. Gately by the Gately Family
9:00am.......[RN]....Michael Houlihan by Michael and Margaret Houlihan
9:00am.......[GS]....(Hall) Tyler Keith Persun by the Study Family
10:30am.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[GS]....(L) Monica Carrascal by Adriana
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[JR] ....Gerald J. Boryszewski, Jr. by the Boryszewski Family

Mon, Feb 10.........Gn 1:1-19; Mk 6:53-56
7:30am.......[JV].....(L) Daniel Gradila by Paul and Marge Lortie
8:30am .......[RN] ... Robert E. Smith by the Abdinoor, Best, Smith, & Cox Families
12:00pm.....[GS]....Robert and Ann Corey by John Corey
5:30pm.......[JR] ....Catherine O’Rourke by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly

Tue, Feb 11...........Gn 1:20–2:4a; Mk 7:1-13
7:30am.......[JR] ....Phaong Schado by John Schaefer
8:30am .......[GS].... Dec. Mbrs of the Hungarian Med. Grp. by the Hungarian Assoc.
12:00pm.....[RN]....For a Greater Respect for All Human Life
5:30pm.......[GS]....(L) Christopher Birstler by Nicole Romano

Wed, Feb 12.........Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Mk 7:14-23
7:30am.......[GS]....Anna Myers by Phyllis Hall
8:30am.......[JR] ....Mehia Mamion by Mary Ann Thompson
12:00pm.....[RN]....(L) Donna Doyle by Joyce Schaefer
5:30pm.......[GR]....(L) John McGruder by Mary McGruder

Thu, Feb 13 ..........Gn 2:18-25; Mk 7:24-30
7:30am.......[GR]....Salvatore Iacopelli by Stephanie and John Iacopelli
8:30am.......[RN]....(L) Molly Joy Flynn by John Schaefer
12:00pm.....[JR] ....John Bradley by Mary Genett
5:30pm.......[FS] ....Maria Concetta Occhino by Gary and Antonela Hopkins

Fri, Feb 14 ............Gn 3:1-8; Mk 7:31-37
7:30am.......[JV].....(L) Jacqueline Cantwell by Marcia Norris
8:30am.......[FS] ....Helen Kafara-Bovienzo by James Bovienzo
12:00pm.....[RN]....Kathleen Dunbar by Molly Murray
5:30pm........ [GS] .... (L) Ed Stephens by Mary and John McGruder

Sat, Feb 15 ...........Gn 3:9-24; Mk 8:1-10
7:30am.......[JV].....Mary and Joseph Rizzo by Sal Rizzo
8:30am.......[RN]....Sante Del Ben by Rita Dunn
4:00pm.......[GR]....Roland Kruse by Wife
4:00pm.......[GS]....(Hall) Gerald Tomaso by the Caragiulo Family
5:30pm.......[FS] ....(L) Connie Weston by John and Mary McGruder

Sun, Feb 16 ..........Jer 17:5-8; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20; Lk 6:17, 20-26
7:30am.......[GS]....Ryan Halstead by Mom
9:00am.......[RN]....St. Martha’s Volunteers by the Clergy
9:00am.......[GS]....(Hall) (L) Fiorella Duarte by Adriana
10:30am.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[GR]....Joe Spino by Terry
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[GR]....L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS),
Fr Gennadi (GR), Fr. Notter (RN)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Evening session 6-7:30pm• Thursdays from February 27 to April 10
Morning session 10-11:30am • Fridays February 28 to April 11

Held in Brother Geenen Hall • Refreshments served• Bibles provided upon request
Participants are encouraged to read the Book of Genesis prior to the program and
bring a Catholic Bible to the sessions.

Reserve a seat 941.366.4210 ext 0• email mbrand@stmartha.org
About our speaker: Fr. Fausto Stampiglia PhD, MA, MS, our retired Pastor of St. Martha,
serving from 1991 to 2022, is a Pallottine member of the Society of Catholic Apostolate since
1953. Fr. Fausto is a member of the Pontifical Academy of Liturgy in Rome since 1961. Upon
the gracious presentation of our Bishop Dewane, Pope Benedict conferred in 2010 to
Fr. Fausto the Papal Medal for Meritorious Service to the Pope and to the Church. Fr. Fausto
has been named Theologian to the Bishop from 1987 to 2022 by the Bishop of Venice

Fr. Fausto will conduct a seven-week program discussing the Book of
Genesis. Participants can attend an evening or morning session:
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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