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Our Pastor, Father George

Sunday, March 2, 2025
Sermon for the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time by Deacon Pat
The readings address our communication skills which are so very important as we
use them to forge or destroy relationships. Stated another way, we are called to
understand that language is given to us so that we can praise God with it to build
up the Body of Christ. Our speech reflects on the spiritual state of our souls!

Sirach teaches that speaking is the test of our spiritual character and uses the fruit
of a tree as a metaphor for our souls and our use of language is the fruit it produces.
He teaches that the fruit of our mouths speak volumes about the tree that produces
it. If our souls are cluttered and diminish the spiritual life within us, our speech will
reveal our spiritual anemia.

Luke, in his Gospel, similarly uses the metaphor of a tree and its fruit. He writes:
A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. For every
tree is known by its own fruit.

Jesus describes that discipleship means to bear good fruit as evidence of our Christian
living. What does that mean? It means that we are to nurture our souls by positive
reflection and action – by prayer and good deeds.

If we desire to love God, we surrender ourselves to Him and do His will. But it is only
with the help of the Holy Spirit that we have the ability to do this. Only with the Holy
Spirit can we admit and correct our faults. Luke tells us that we have to correct our
flaws before we can truly have an impact on our brothers and sisters. Consider: Why
do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam
in your own? Only then can we be truly fruitful in our work in God’s vineyard.

Why is this important? I think it leads to an inner tranquility that allows us to
weather the turbulence of the storms we encounter in our lives. In Paul’s Letter to the
Corinthians, he testifies to the resurrection and the hope of immortality we have in
Christ. Acknowledging His victory over death gives us strength and hope to face each
day because we are united to Him. Consequently we labor for what is eternal.

Because eternal death is defeated, our lives have purpose. The resurrection isn’t just
a future promise, it shapes and reshapes the present. Every effort for God, no matter
how small, matters eternally. Our mortal lives are not in vain because they have an
eternal impact.

So our lesson is to look inward, evaluate our relationships and the language we use to support
them, admit our faults, seek spiritual guidance through the Sacrament of Penance, enrich our
souls through the Eucharist and then give ourselves to the service of others.

From Father George:
Grade 10 Students - are going to
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation
in St. Martha’s parish from Bishop
Frank J. Dewane on Monday, March 3.
Let’s support our young parishioners,
with our prayers, in their preparation for
it and in celebration of the Sacrament.

Ash Wednesday begins the time of
Lent - There will be Masses at 7:30am,
8:30am, 12:00pm, 5:30pm (and 7:30pm
in Vietnamese) in our church and 8am in
the School on Wednesday March 5 to
mark this special day when we receive
ashes with the words: Repent, and believe

in the Gospel or Remember that you are dust, and to dust you will return. The time
of Lent is the time of spiritual renewal through repentance for our sins, which then
will help us to prepare ourselves for Easter celebrations.

The Annual Collection, which will be taken on Ash Wednesday, is for the Church
in Central and Eastern Europe. The funds raised will help pastoral efforts in
more than 25 countries that have endured Communist oppression.

Lenten Stations of the Cross - On Fridays in Lent, we will meditate on the
Passion of Christ through the Stations of the Cross after the 8:30am Mass.

40 Days for Life Spring Campaign, March 5 - April 13 - 40 days for Life is
an international 40-day campaign that aims to end abortion locally through prayer
and fasting, community outreach, and a peaceful all-day vigil in front of abortion
businesses. Campaigns are held in the spring and in the fall. In the Diocese of
Venice, 40 Days for Life campaigns are held in three locations: Sarasota, Fort Myers,
and Naples. Sarasota will hold a special Spring Campaign Kick-off event on
Monday, March 3, in the parking lot of Community Pregnancy Clinic,
1419 7th Street, Sarasota. The event will feature Shawn Carney, who led the
first-ever 40 Days for Life campaign in Texas in 2004. To learn more about how
to support or participate in 40 Days for Life in the Diocese of Venice, click on a
location below, or visit dioceseofvenice.org/respectlife.

Next Sunday, March 9, 2025, is the First Sunday of Lent.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,
Father George

Evening session 6-7:30pm• Thursdays from February 27 to April 10
Morning session 10-11:30am • Fridays February 28 to April 11
Held in Brother Geenen Hall • Refreshments served• Bibles provided upon request
Participants are encouraged to read the Book of Genesis prior to the program and
bring a Catholic Bible to the sessions.
Reserve a seat 941.366.4210 ext 0• email mbrand@stmartha.org
About our speaker: Fr. Fausto Stampiglia PhD, MA, MS, our retired Pastor of St. Martha,
serving from 1991-2022, is a Pallottine member of the Society of Catholic Apostolate since
1953. Fr. Fausto is a member of the Pontifical Academy of Liturgy in Rome since 1961. Upon
the gracious presentation of our Bishop Dewane, Pope Benedict conferred in 2010 to
Fr. Fausto the Papal Medal for Meritorious Service to the Pope and to the Church. Fr. Fausto
has been named Theologian to the Bishop from 1987 to 2022 by the Bishop of Venice.

Fr. Fausto will conduct a seven-week program discussing the Book of
Genesis. Participants can attend an evening or morning session:

March 8 at 11am at St. Thomas More Parish, 2506 Gulf Gate Dr.
For married couples celebrating milestone anniversaries:

25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and 50 plus years. Mass celebrated
by Bishop Frank J. Dewane,a reception, and a

photo opportunity with Bishop Dewane.
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HELP SAVE LIVES IN Sarasota!

You can protect mothers and children by
joining this worldwide mobilization to pray and
fast for an end to abortion!

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has
inspired 1,000,000+ volunteers!

With God’s help, here are the proven results in
30 coordinated campaigns:

Ü Over 25,000 saved babies
Ü More than 150 closed facilities
Ü More than 250 converted workers

Here’s how to take part in 40 Days for Life in
our community:

Ü Vigil location: Outside Planned
Parenthood, 736 Central Ave, Sarasota

Ü Vigil hours: 7 am to 7 pm daily
Ü Local contact: Rich, 941-343-0672

Learn more … get involved … and sign up
for prayer times by visiting our campaign at
the web address shown below!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .484 .9543

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dn . Vern Smith   .  .  .  . dcvern@stmartha .org 
Catholic Charities  .  .  .  .  .  . Joan Pierse   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .366 .4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .260 .5427 
Casa Santa Marta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4448 
Choir/Cantor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Thomas Varas   .  .  .  .  . tvaras@stmartha .org 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dpat@novavista .com 
Finance Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Corey   .  .  .  .  .  . coreyjjj5@gmail .com 
Family Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gary Kerschner   .  .  .  . fmosm@comcast .net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)   .  . Tony Cocco, Chair   .  .  . 941 .366 .5620 
Hospitality Ministry  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Knights of Columbus   .  .  .  . Tom Gillis   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .400 .6991 
Lectors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dc . Pat Macaulay   .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha .org 
O .C .I .A .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941 .350 .9466 
Parish Council   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Beth Cannata   .  .  .  .  . 941 .321 .2953 
Prayer Line  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .366 .4210 
Respect Life Ministry   .  .  .  . Kate Shaver   .  .  .  .  .  . ksshaver@comcast .net 
Rosary Makers   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941 .374 .6605 
Solve Maternity Homes  .  .  . Peggy Kerwin   .  .  .  .  . 941 .748 .0094 
Ushers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Steve Mislyan   .  .  .  .  . 941-993-0997 
Volunteer Coordinator   .  .  . Stuart Love   .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .780 .7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941 .960 .5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St . Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .955 .3934 
Christ the King   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .924 .2777 
Incarnation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .921 .6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .755 .1826 
St . Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .378 .1703 
St . Mary Star of the Sea   .  . Longboat Key   .  .  .  .  . 941 .383 .1255 
St . Thomas More   .  .  .  .  .  . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .923 .1691 
St . Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .756 .3732 
St . Michael the Archangel  .  . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941 .349 .4174 
Our Lady of the Angels   .  .  . Lakewood Ranch   .  .  . 941 .752 .6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St . Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs . Mari Jo Hanson 941 .953 .4181 
St . Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs . Rebecca Reynolds 941 .366 .4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941 .371 .4917

This Week  
at St. Martha Catholic Church 

Sunday, March 2 
•10:15am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms 

Tuesday, March 4 
•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wednesday, March 5 
•7:30am, 8:30am, 12pm, 5pm, 7:30pm (Vietnamese) Ash Wednesday Mass 

•9:30-11:30am - Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall
Thursday, March 6  

•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall 
•6-7:30pm - Bible Study - Book of Genesis  - Geenen Hall

Friday, March 7 
•10-11:30am - Bible Study - Book of Genesis  - Geenen Hall

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,  
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am 

St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome! 
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Sun, Mar 2 ...........Sir 27:4-7; 1 Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45
7:30am.......[JR] ....Donald Lee Bullock by Aeden and Noreen Dowling
9:00am.......[GR]....Charles Eschmann by Ann Crowley
9:00am.......[FS] ....(Hall) (L) Joshua Duarte by Adriana
10:30am.....[GS]....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[JR] ....Greg Schalk by Bridget and Scott Hekes
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[GR]....L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, Mar 3..........Sir 17:20-24; Mk 10:17-27
7:30am.......[JR] ....Bro. Edward Libbers, C.S.C. by Brothers of Holy Cross
8:30am .......[JV] .... Louise Caron Lordi by Richard Ottobre
12:00pm.....[FS] ....Juan Aguiar by Friend
5:30pm.......[GS]....Gabriele Robinson by Mary Zhelesnik

Tue, Mar 4 ...........Sir 35:1-12; Mk 10:28-31
7:30am.......[GR]....(L) Chuck Costner by Marge and Paul Lortie
8:30am .......[GS].... Steve Faticone by Noreen amd Aedan Dowling
12:00pm.....[JR] ....Edwin Monet by Evelyn
5:30pm.......[JR] ....Sharon Sweeny by Joy Kozlowski

Wed, Mar 5..........Jl 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20–6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
7:30am.......[JR] ....L & D Mbrs of the Sheridan Family by Shawna Sheridan
8:30am.......[GR]....Andrew Stengel by Mom and Dad
12:00pm.....[JR] ....Dennis Sheehan by Cathy and George Phillips
5:30pm.......[GR]....Tony Caragiulo by the Caragiulo Family
7:30pm.......[JV].....(Vietnamese) Special Intentions

Thu, Mar 6 ...........Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25
7:30am.......[JV].....Salvatore Iacopelli by John Iacopelli
8:30am.......[JR] ....John Olliquist by Cathy and George Phillips
12:00pm.....[GR]....Charles Brimble by Edda Brimble
5:30pm.......[FS] ....The Mancini Girls by Lori Ann Mancini

Fri, Mar 7 ...........Is 58:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15
7:30am.......[GR]....Essbauer & Fleischmann Families by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly
8:30am.......[FS] ....Amy Welsh by Terry
12:00pm.....[GR]....Sharon Sheridan by Shawna Sheridan
5:30pm........ [GS].... Margaret Filic by Violet
7:30pm........ [JV]..... (Vietnamese) Special Intentions

Sat, Mar 8 ...........Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32
7:30am.......[GS]....Michael Kelly by Marge and Paul Lortie
8:30am.......[JV].....Tom Jackson by John Schaefer
4:00pm.......[JR] ....Cynthia Gallagher by Bill and Sue Montague
4:00pm.......[GR]....(Hall) For All Parishioners
5:30pm.......[FS] ....Angie Trusty-Griggs by Tanzi Webb

Sun, Mar 9 ...........Dt 26:4-10; Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13
7:30am.......[GR]....Ryan Halstead by Mom
9:00am.......[GS]....Charles Wilkens by Claire Collins
9:00am.......[FS] ....(Hall) Maggie Mendive by the Ordonez Family
10:30am.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[GR]....Margaret Mary Hughes by Susan and Michael Hunter
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[JR] ....Mary Roderick by Ellen Roderick

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions
St Martha’s Caritas Pantry

Caritas Outreach Ministry provides assistance with utility payments,
transportation, food, prescriptions, and work attire for thousands in

Sarasota in acute financial need. Thank you all for your donations and
help in serving our community when we are in such a great need.

Caritas Food Ministry for January 2025
Serving 964 households and 1,539 individuals

We now serve five times a week, up from three times a week in
the privious year. YOU are essential in helping fulfill our com-

mittment to serve our unhoused population in Sarasota!

2025 2024 2024
Households 964 677 528
Unique Households 321 259 –

Clients Served 1,539 1.185 855
Adults 1,315 1,016 709
Children 224 169 146

Contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator
941.780.7834•volunteer@stmartha.org

HELP WANTED at St Martha Welcome Ministry Volunteer
•Reaching out to new residents • Insure a safe environment for all worshippers
• Providing tours • Orienting new parishioners • Staffing the Welcome Table

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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