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Our Pastor, Father George

Sunday, March 30, 2025 - Sermon for the Fourth Sunday of Lent by Fr George

I always wonder why the Pharisees and scribes, who were religious men didn’t
accept Jesus as their Master. He was a holy man. What did He do to deserve their
harsh hostility? The main reason for the Pharisees and scribes to oppose Jesus
was the fact that Jesus welcomed tax collectors and sinners. Unlike the Pharisees
and scribes, He didn’t separate Himself from sinners, He didn’t want to show
a moral superiority over sinners. St. Luke started his beautiful parable of the
Prodigal Son by saying that: Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to
listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying, ‘This man
welcomes sinners and eats with them.’

Pharisee, from Aramaic language, meaning ‘separated’. One of an ancient
Jewish sect or party noted for strict interpretation and observance of the law
and for pretension to superior sanctity.

Scribe – One of a class of doctors or teachers among the Jews, whose office it
was to interpret the Jewish law to the people.

So, there was a huge difference between Jesus and those interpreters of the law.
According to the law, the younger son, from the parable, should have been punished
for his offenses to God and his Father. They would probably use a lot of time to
debate about an appropriate penance for him, and they would make sure that he
does it entirely and correctly according to the regulations of the law, which they
knew so well. Jesus, on the other hand, gave them this parable about the Prodigal
Son, a sinner who is welcomed by his forgiving father and received back with joy
and mercy. In Jesus’ story this younger son is welcomed back, clothed in best robes
and given great party. This is how Jesus taught people about the mercy of God.

In 2016, which was the Holy Year of Mercy in the Catholic Church, Pope Francis
said these beautiful words: Jesus is the face of the Merciful Father. The parable
of the Prodigal Son was another confirmation of this.

Pope Francis proposed this 24 Hours Confessions on last Friday because he wants
to talk about the Sacrament of Reconciliation. He said that Confession is not about
us going to God with lowered head, it’s not us who come back to the Lord. It’s
Him who comes to visit us, to fill us with His grace, to share with us His joy.
Confessing gives joy to the Father from the fact that He can lift us up. In the
center of what we go through are not our sins but His forgiveness. Let’s try to
imagine, if our sins were in the center of this Sacrament, almost everything would
depend exclusively on us, on our remorse, on our efforts, on our engagement.
But it’s not like this – in the center is He who frees us and stands us on our feet.
Let’s see this Sacrament from Divine perspective, then we will like it again –
encouraged Pope Francis. He explained that every inner rebirth, every spiritual
encounter begins with God’s forgiveness.

If we hesitate about our Lenten confession, let’s get confidence from Christ who
wants to offer us his gift of grace. Let’s be encouraged to the sacrament of
reconciliation by the welcome and rejoicing of the forgiving father. He is the
central figure in it, not our sins, and he will restore our dignity, revive our faith
and ignite our love.

Lenten Stations of the Cross - On Fridays in Lent,
we will meditate on the Passion of Christ through the
Stations of the Cross, which will be held at 9am.

Parish Assembly – to reassess the project of
the Expansion of our church -
Come and join the parish open meeting on Saturday,
April 5 at 10am in the parish hall. I will present
my opinion about the project, and I will answer any
question about my observations.

There will be an additional 10.30am Sunday
Mass - which will be held in the hall on Sundays:
April 13, 20, 27 and pray, come and adore Jesus in

the Blessed Sacrament, come as individual, come as family or in a group. We have
a chance for our extra Lenten prayer and vigil with Jesus who fasted, prayed, took
the cross, went through his passion and resurrection for our salvation.

Schedule for the Holy Week and Easter Sunday:
Palm Sunday, April 13 - (Blessing of Palms at each Mass)

Holy Thursday, April 17 (No morning Masses)
Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7pm. Adoration at the altar of repose till 10pm

Good Friday, April 18 (No Masses)
7am –City Stations of the Cross on Main Street.
12pm – Stations of the Cross in St. Martha
3pm – Liturgy of the Passion and also at 5pm - Liturgy of the Passion

Holy Saturday, April 19 (No morning Masses)
12pm – Blessing of the Easter Food Baskets. 8:30pm – Easter Vigil celebrations.

Easter Sunday: April 20
6:30 (Sunrise Mass), 7:30am, 9am, 9am in hall, 10:30am, 10:30am in hall,
12pm, 12pm Vietnamese in hall, 5:30pm

Next Sunday, April 6, 2025, is the Fifth Sunday of Lent.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,
Father George

Sunday Sermon from Deacon Vern continued on page 4 m

Let us pray that broken families
might discover the cure for their
wounds through forgiveness,
rediscovering each other’s gifts,
even in their differences.

Prayer Intention for March 2025
For families in crisis

Pope Francis

Wedding Bannsg
Matthew Dunn & Alexis Pember (1)

Matthew Hughes & Rebecca Rogalski (1)
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As Holy Mother Church begins the Lenten Season, allow me to extend my
greetings, as well as my prayers. The weekend of March 29th and 30th,
parishes throughout the Diocese of Venice will take up the 2025 Catholic
Relief Services Collection (CRS). There are many challenges facing our
world today and it is our call to stand in solidarity with the poor and
marginalized both here in the United States and around the globe.

The Catholic Relief Services Collection funds Catholic agencies whose
programs reveal Christ’s love to the victims of war, persecution and natural
disasters. These agencies help our brothers and sisters by advocating for
the powerless, assisting victims of abuse and injustice, and providing food
to the hungry.

Especially during this Season of Lent, it is important to reflect on prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. Will you help to restore and promote the dignity of
all people who are suffering by generously supporting this vital collection
and praying for those in need? Thank you for revealing Christ’s love to
people living on the margins of society. We could not do this without you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in FloridaEvening session 6-7:30pm •Thursdays through April 10

Morning session 10-11:30am •Fridays through April 11
Brother Geenen Hall • Refreshments served • Bibles provided upon request
Participants are encouraged to read the Book of Genesis prior to the program
and bring a Catholic Bible to the sessions.
Reserve a seat 941.366.4210 ext 0 •email mbrand@stmartha.org
About our speaker: Fr. Fausto Stampiglia PhD, MA, MS, our retired Pastor
of St. Martha, serving from 1991-2022, is a Pallottine member of the Society of
Catholic Apostolate since 1953. Fr. Fausto is a member of the Pontifical Academy
of Liturgy in Rome since 1961. Upon the gracious presentation of our Bishop
Dewane, Pope Benedict conferred in 2010 to Fr. Fausto the Papal Medal for
Meritorious Service to the Pope and to the Church. Fr. Fausto has been named
Theologian to the Bishop from 1987 to 2022 by the Bishop of Venice.

Fr. Fausto conducts a weekly program discussing
the Book of Genesis. Participants can attend an
evening or morning session:

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Diocese of Venice
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . . . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.260.5427
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dpat@novavista.com
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . fmosm@comcast.net
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Knights of Columbus . . . . Tom Gillis . . . . . . . 941.400.6991
Lectors . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org
O.C.I.A. . . . . . . . . . . . Sue Thompson . . . . . 941.350.9466
Parish Council . . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Rosary Makers . . . . . . . Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094
Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941-993-0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuart Love . . . . . . 941.780.7834
Witness to Love . . . . . . . Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes
St. Jude . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.755.1826
St. Patrick . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . . . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.923.1691
St. Joseph . . . . . . . . . Bradenton . . . . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School . . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week
at St. Martha Catholic Church

Sunday, March 30
10:15am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms

Tuesday, April 1
•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wednesday, April 2
•9:30-11:30am - Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall

Thursday, April 3
•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

•6-7:30pm - Bible Study - Book of Genesis - Geenen Hall
Friday, April 4

•10-11:30am - Bible Study - Book of Genesis - Geenen Hall

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sun, Mar 30.........Jos 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
7:30am.......[GR]....Ryan Halstead by Mom
9:00am.......[GS]....John David Waggener by Ann Crowley
9:00am.......[JR] ....(Hall) (L) Andres Duarte by Adriana
10:30am.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[GR]....Frank Seminerio by Aldo Massara
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[GS]....L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, Mar 31........Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54
7:30am.......[JV].....(L) Tom Lacey by Claire Collins
8:30am.......[JR] ....Fr. Patrick Wilson by Allie Freeman
12:00pm.....[JR] ....(L) The McBree Family by the Duarte Family
5:30pm.......[GS]....Melissa Nicandri by Lucy Nicandri

Tue, Apr 1 .........Ez 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-16
7:30am.......[GS]....Bill Wilkins by Al and Catherine Donohoe
8:30am.......[GR]....Lucy Cino by Maria Cino
12:00pm.....[GS]....Anthony Stephen Petrino by Aedan and Noreen Dowling
5:30pm.......[JR] ....(L) Yvette Coleman by Mom

Wed, Apr 2...........Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30
7:30am.......[GR]....(L) Marcella Levin by the Rosary Team Group
8:30am.......[GS]....(L) Aldo C. Zucaro by Cathy Giblin
12:00pm.....[JR] ....Theodore Vigeland by Susan Schussler
5:30pm.......[GR]....Jimmy by Richard Quinn

Thu, Apr 3 ...........Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47
7:30am.......[JR] ....Euphrasia Scerbo by John Iacopelli
8:30am.......[JV].....Herman Heibel by the Heibel Family
12:00pm.....[GR]....Catherine and Mertl by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly
5:30pm.......[FS] ....Gerald Schroeter by Kathleen Delaney

Fri, Apr 4 ..............Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
7:30am.......[GS]....Rose Mary Bond by David and Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[FS] ....Casey Kane by Kim Kane
12:00pm.....[GR]....Maria Neuschel and Wislocki Family by Magda Kovacik
5:30pm.......[GR]....(L) Sara Burke by Mary Fuerst
7:30pm.......[JV].....(Hall/Viet) Special Intentions

Sat, Apr 5 ...........Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53
7:30am.......[GS]....Toni Adams by Lisa and Richard Farr
8:30am.......[JS].....Kyle Angeles by the Corsaro Family
4:00pm.......[JR] ....Poor Souls in Purgatory by John Iacopelli
4:00pm.......[GR]....(Hall) Charles Consolvo by Friends
5:30pm.......[FS] ....(L) Mary McGruder by John McGruder

Sun, Apr 6 ..........Is 43:16-21; Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11
7:30am.......[GS]....Donna Groark by Jennifer Bauer
9:00am.......[FS] ....(L) Jim Null by Claire Collins
9:00am.......[GS]....(Hall) Chesterine and Henry Drabicki by the Ordonez Family
10:30am.....[GR]....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[JR] ....(L) Nicole Romano by Nicole
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[JR] ....L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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Health depends on contract renewal.        H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Medicare 
AdvantageHMO 

Plans
Cell: 941-504-6540
E: gcain@freedomh.com

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in Freedom 
Health depends on contract renewal.        H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Medicare 

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in Freedom 

AdvantageHMO 
Plans

Cell: 941-504-6540
E: gcain@freedomh.com
Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/TDD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm
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