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Our Pastor, Father George

Scripture Reflection for Palm Sunday, April 13, 2025
by Deacon Pat

Today’s readings boldly proclaim that Jesus alone is Lord. He came to
Jerusalem to die and rise again for the sake of our redemption, so that we
might have new life as adopted sons and daughters of God.

As we are baptized into Jesus we are adopted as sons and daughters of God.
We are called to immerse ourselves in each of this Gospel’s scenes and so
feel the emotions of each of their moments.

We begin by witnessing the institution of the Eucharist. The Eucharist con-
tinuously renews the covenantal family bond between God and His people,
between the Divine Bridegroom and His Bride, the Church. We thankfully
acknowledge His presence in the Eucharist and the privilege of receiving
Him into our souls.

We follow Jesus to the Mount of Olives where a feeling of foreboding engulfs
us as we watch Him pray in agony as He recognizes what lies before Him. We
see Judas, one of His disciples, betray Him. Here is where we see how Jesus
fulfills Isaiah’s prophesy as the Suffering Servant of God. Jesus voluntarily
accepts humiliation and pain, not out of weakness, but out of steadfast

commitment to the
Father’s purpose.

We see Peter fulfill
Jesus’ prophesy by
shamefully denying
Him three times before
dawn. We join Peter in
His sorrow aswe realize
that when we sin, we
also deny Jesus.

The next day, we see
Jesus being tried by
the Sanhedrin who
condemned Him. As
Jerusalem was

occupied by the Romans, they lacked the authority to render a death penalty.
So, they handed Him over to the Governor – Pontius Pilate. Pilate hesitated in
ordering Jesus’ execution. But the Sanhedrin incited the people in
Jerusalem to protest and petition for the release of Barabbas, a rebel, and for
the crucifixion of Jesus.

Simon the Cyrenian is drafted to help Jesus carry His cross. We join the crowd
following them. We see Jesus crucified with a criminal on His right and on
His left. On the cross above Him is an inscription that read This is the King of
the Jews. He is jeered and reviled. The soldiers, fulfilling the prophesy in the
Psalm, cast lots to divide His garments. We see Him absolve one of the crimi-
nals and then we hear Jesus proclaim: Father, into your hands I commend
my spirit and dies.

Jesus is laid to rest in the tomb of Jeseph of Arimathea.

We are confused. It just doesn’t make sense that Jesus – true God and true
man – would die this way. Thankfully, St. Paul helps us make sense of it all. He
tells us that Jesus surrendered to God’s will by voluntarily emptying Himself
and setting aside His divine attributes. In total surrender to God’s will, he was
crucified. St. Paul goes on to say that God exalted Jesus above all. Jesus is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

“ ... God exhalted Jesus
above all. Jesus is Lord

to the glory of God
the Father.”

– Deacon Pat

On Holy Thursday - we will remember how Jesus
instituted the Sacrament of Eucharist (This is my
Body) and the Sacrament of Priesthood (Do this in
memory of me).
Good Friday - is the day when Jesus was crucified
and buried, and we venerate his cross on this day.
Good Friday is the day of fasting and abstaining
from meat. We don’t celebrate Masses or any other
sacraments on this and the next day.
Holy Saturday - is the day of prayerful vigil. We
reflect on the mystery of death and resurrection.

Easter Vigil - begins the Easter celebrations. We celebrate Fire, Paschal
Candle, the Word of God, Water of Regeneration-Baptism, we will have
catechumens and candidates who will receive the Sacraments of Christian
Initiation, and we will sing first Alleluias for the Easter.
Sarasota’s Historical Good Friday Stations of the Cross Pilgrimage -
by Rev. Dr. Tom Pfaff at ChaplainTomPfaff@Gmail.com
Twenty-seven Ministers of fourteen Denominationswill participate in
the Good Friday, Stations of the Cross down the center of Main Street
Sarasota. With four denominational Deans/Prelates participating, over 100
congregationsare represented. This Good Friday, April 18, is the 24th year
Sarasota will observe the worldwide Stations of the Cross tradition. What
began in mid-15th century Jerusalem is now celebrated in over 200 nations
on Good Friday of Holy Week.
Pilgrims begin to gather at 7am. and the pilgrimage starts at 7:20a.m in front
of the Regal Hollywood movie theater, 1993 Main Street, just off Washington
Boulevard, 301. For those who would like to park at the final Station location
(Church of the Redeemer at 222 S. Palm Ave.), the Siesta Trolley will transport
you to Regal Hollywood from Redeemer starting at 6am Pilgrims will reach
the final Station, Church of the Redeemer, at about 8:30am. At that time, all
are invited to attend a brief Morning Prayer Service reflecting on Good Friday
inside the church.
St. Martha’s Church building expansion reassessment - After our
initial meeting on April 5, 2025, at which I presented my opinion and
observations on the subject I invite all parishioners, part-time parishioners
and visitors to think about it as well, to pray about it and to help decide if we
want to do it and be ready to support it financially or not. The text of
my presentation is available in the parish office. We will have another
meeting on April 26, 2025, at 10.00am in the parish hall to hear opinions of
other parishioners.
Next Sunday, April 20, 2025, is Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of
the Lord.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,
Father George

Let us pray that the use of the
new technologies will not replace
human relationships, will respect
the dignity of the person, and will
help us face the crises of our times.

For the use of the new technologies

Pope Francis

From Father George:
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Wedding Banns
Matthew Dunn & Alexis Pember (3)

Matthew Hughes & Rebecca Rogalski (3)
Michael Entrekin & Giulia Zappaterreno (2)

AND

Saturday, April 26

• Replay of the Canonization Saturday afternoon

The Eucharistic
Miracles of theWorld

4:30am | Parish Hall

See the Canonization LIVE

8:30am to 7:00pm | Parish Hall
Sunday, April 27Saturday, April 26
8:00am to 2:30pm | Parish Hall

• Books and prayer cards available

• Pray for St. Carlo and leave a message for his canonization

• Videos about this young saint’s life

• Sign a get-well card for Pope Francis

Canonization of
Carlo Acutis

Church of St Patrick
We invite you to come and immerse yourself in this amazing Eucharistic
panel collection created by St. Carlo Acutis The world’s First Millennial Saint

DivineMercy Sunday

The Divine Mercy Chaplet Novena will begin on Good Friday
and conclude on the Saturday after Easter.

Sunday, April 27
2:30pm | Church

7900 Bee Ridge Rd, Sarasota

To receive these graces and obtain complete forgiveness of
our sins and punishment, we should go to confession before

and receive Holy Communion on Divine Mercy Sunday.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Stations of the Cross
Each Friday at 9:00AM

Palm SundayMasses , April 13
Saturday :
4:00PM, 4:00PM (HALL), 5:30PM

Sunday:
7:30AM, 9:00AM, 9:00AM (HALL),
10:30AM, 10:30AM (HALL), 12:00PM,
12:00PM (HALL/VIET), 5:30PM

Holy Thursday, April 17
NoMorning Masses
9AM -5PMConfessions
7:00PMMass of the Lord’s Supper
7:30PM (HALL/VIET) - Mass of the
Lord’s Supper
8:30PM -10:00PM Prayer Vigil with
the Lord

JOIN US
FOR LENT

d Friday. April 18
orning Masses
-5PMConfessions
PM Stations of the Cross

3:00PM Passion Liturgy
5:00PM Passion Liturgy
7:30PM (HALL/VIET) - Passion
Liturgy

Holy Saturday Masses, April 19
NoMorning Masses
9AM -5PMConfessions
12:00PM Blessing of the Easter
Food Baskets
8:30PM Easter Vigil
8:30PM (HALL/VIET) - Easter
Vigil

Easter Sunday Masses , April 20
6:30AM -Sunrise Mass
7:30AM, 9:00AM, 9:00AM (HALL),
10:30AM, 10:30AM (HALL),
12:00PM, 12:00PM (HALL/VIET),
5:30PM

G
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Diocese of Venice
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . . . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.260.5427
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dpat@novavista.com
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . fmosm@comcast.net
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Knights of Columbus . . . . Tom Gillis . . . . . . . 941.400.6991
Lectors . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org
O.C.I.A. . . . . . . . . . . . Sue Thompson . . . . . 941.350.9466
Parish Council . . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Rosary Makers . . . . . . . Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094
Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941-993-0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuart Love . . . . . . 941.780.7834
Witness to Love . . . . . . . Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes
St. Jude . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.755.1826
St. Patrick . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . . . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.923.1691
St. Joseph . . . . . . . . . Bradenton . . . . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School . . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week
at St. Martha Catholic Church

Sunday, April 13
10:15am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms

Tuesday, April 15
•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wednesday, April 16
•9:30-11:30am - Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall

Thursday, April 17
•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

Z CARLTON
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Sun, Apr 13 ....... Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11;
Lk 22:14—23:56

7:30am.......[JR] ....Ryan Halstead by Mom
9:00am.......[GR]....St. Martha’s Volunteers by the Clergy
9:00am.......[GS]....(Hall) (L) Fiorella Duarte by Adriana
10:30am.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
10:30am.....[GR]....(Hall) For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[FS] ....Rina & Ercole Roversi & Maria & Goffredi Ghelfi by the Family
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[GR]....Gene McLoone by Ellen Roderick
Mon, Apr 14.........Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11
7:30am.......[JR] ....Catherine Warner by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly
8:30am.......[GS]....(L) Michele Romano by Nicole
12:00pm.....[JV].....Jack and Carol Healy by Joann
5:30pm.......[JR] ....Raymond Krack by Diane Kostrzewski
Tue, Apr 15........Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
7:30am.......[JR] ....Erich Kolar by Mom
8:30am.......[JR] ....For a Greater Respect for All Human Life
12:00pm.....[FS] ....William L’Heureux by Family
5:30pm.......[GR]....(L) Marilyn Kneafsey by Deacon Pat Macaulay
Wed, Apr 16 ........Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25
7:30am.......[JV].....(L) Fr. Gennadi Romachko, S.A.C. by David & Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[JR] ....Ester Tengco by Romulo and Mafalda Tengco
12:00pm.....[FS] ....Maria Neuschel & Margita Uhrinova by Magda Kovacik
5:30pm.......[GR]....(L) Thomas Ferguson by Elena Kiang
Thu, Apr 17 ..........Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15

No Morning Masses
7:00pm.......[GS]....Mass of The Lord’s Supper
7:30pm.......[JV].....(Hall/Viet) Mass of the Lord’s Supper
8:30pm.......[GS]....Prayer Vigil
Fri, Apr 18............Is 52:13–53:12; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1–19:42

No Morning Masses
12:00pm.....[FS] ....Stations of the Cross
3:00pm.......[GS]....Passion Liturgy
5:00pm.......[GR]....Passion Liturgy
7:30pm.......[JV].....(Hall/Viet) Passion Liturgy
Sat, Apr 19........Gn 1:1—2:2; Gn 22:1-18; Ex 14:15—15:1;

Is 54:5-14; Is 55:1-11; Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4;
Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Rom 6:3-11; Lk 24:1-12
No Morning Masses

12:00pm.....[GS]....Blessing of the Food Baskets
8:30pm.......[GS]....Easter Vigil
8:30pm.......[JV].....(Hall/Viet) Easter Vigil
Sun, Apr 20 .......Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9
6:30am.......[FS] ....Sunrise Service-begins in the Courtyard-For All Parishioners
7:30am.......[GR]....For All Parishioners
9:00am.......[FS] ....For All Parishioners
9:00am.......[JR] ....(Hall) For All Parishioners
10:30am.....[GS]....For All Parishioners
10:30am.....[GR]....(Hall) For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) For All Parishioners
5:30pm.......[JR] ....For All Parishioners

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On Good Friday, the Catholic Church gathers to remember the crucifixion
of Jesus Christ as we await His resurrection on Easter Sunday. At the same
time our thoughts turn to the Holy Land where Christ lived, died, and rose
from the dead.

Every year, the Holy Father asks all Catholic parishes around the world to
take up a collection on Good Friday to keep a Christian presence in the Holy
Land. This year, your help is needed more than ever. The Christian population
has dropped to less than 2% over the past century, and now, due to the war,
more families are leaving Bethlehem. Meanwhile, those who remain are
tasked with rebuilding homes, schools, hospitals, and churches.

In these times of crisis, your support is essential. The Holy Land Collection
in the Diocese of Venice will be held on Good Friday, April 18, 2025. This
Jubilee Year is designated as a Year of Hope; let us instill hope in our
brothers and sisters who strive to remain in the land where the Son of
God dwelt among us. May God bless you for your continued generosity in
support of the faithful in the Holy Land.

This opportunity is taken to extend to you my continued consideration as
well as my prayers.

Have a Blessed Holy Week!Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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Medicare 
AdvantageHMO 

Plans
Cell: 941-504-6540
E: gcain@freedomh.com

   
  

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in Freedom 
Health depends on contract renewal.        H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

            
         

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/TDD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm
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