


2

Our Pastor, Father George

April 20, 2025 - Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Today’s Sermon from Father George
Our Church teaches us that God gives us faith, hope and love. That is why
we are advised to keep praying for them constantly and we do it especially
in the Rosary prayer. The Church calls them Theological Virtues and says
that they are infused by God into the souls of the faithful, enabling them to
act as God’s children and merit eternal life. The virtues of faith, hope and
love are essential for living a life in relationship with God.

In our Church we often pray to God to revive our faith and reignite our love.
But I don’t remember how we pray for hope. Our Catechism teaches us
that Hope means trusting in God’s promises and seeking eternal
happiness through His grace.

When I checked this definition of hope and saw the words trusting in God’s
promises, I immediately remembered the Words: Jesus I trust in you,
which we find on the image of Divine Mercy. So, they express hope, and
they help us to understand what hope is.

Pope Francis gave us a short prayer, which we can see at the Jubilee
banner in our church. We are Pilgrims of Hope, and the prayer says:
May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us.

Here we have: hope is that grace of God which should be awake in us.
With trust in God’s promises we reawaken hope, which is the grace of God.
So, at Easter we reawaken our hope in God’s promises of the resurrection,
we revive our faith in eternal life, and we reignite our love to God for
his infinite grace.

If hope needs to be reawakened, this means that hope falls asleep. Hope
dozes off sometimes. When the disciples of Jesus saw him dying on the
cross, they lost hope, even before the crucifixion when he was arrested in
the garden Getsemani by the temple Guards they run away. When hope
died, fear entered their hearts. They didn’t know whom to trust.

One Friday in Lent, during our parish Stations of the Cross, I used: Mother
Angelica’s stations of the cross: In them the famous American nun gave her
prayer which said: Theworld asks over and over the question, if You are God’s
Son, why do You permit theworld to be in the state it is in?Why are You so
silent? This question comes often in our conversations and discussions. Many
of us, believing Catholics are affected by the state of the world, by wars, deaths
of innocent people, deaths of women, children and elderly, by arrogance of evil
people, by lies of corrupted leaders, by injustice in theworld, by lawlessness of
criminals by suffering of the sick and the poor. We ask the question: Lord, why
are you allowing this?We are losing hope and fear dictates these questions.

Like in the biblical Psalm 53 we read: The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no
God.’ They act corruptly and practice injustice; there is none that does good.
God looks out from the heavens upon the children of Adam, to see if there is
a discerning person who is seeking God. Mary the mother of Jesus, stayed
with him under the cross, she suffered with him and her heart was pierced
with a sword, but she didn’t lose faith and she didn’t stop loving. Hope in
God’s promises kept her there, as it kept John, his disciple. Mary Magdalen
who wanted to anoint Jesus witnessed the empty tomb on Sunday
morning and brought Peter and John. They were discerning people who
were seeking God. Other disciples, after a few apparitions of the Lord after
his resurrection had their hope reawakened, the fear faded and they
became courageous preachers of his resurrection. When they saw him
alive again after his death, they realized that as long as they remain close
to him, no evil and death will frighten them. They didn’t understand all that
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was happening to Jesus, but they began to be part of his kingdom, and
they felt save. Even the unknown concept of eternity didn’t cause panic in
their humanminds, the divinity which they touched gave them enough grace
tomake them his tireless apostles. They got together and prayed in the upper
room to discern and to seek God because they had hope.

This is what we do in our faith, this is what our Catechumens and
Candidates do – they discern and seek God, because there is hope in God’s
promises. When Pope Francis spoke about the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
he said that Confession is not about us going to God with lowered head, it’s
not us who come back to the Lord. It’s Him who comes to visit us, to fill us
with his grace, to share with us His joy. Confessing gives joy to the Father
from the fact that he can lift us up. In the center of what we go through are
not our sins but His forgiveness. Let’s try to imagine, if our sins were in the
center of this Sacrament, almost everything would depend exclusively on
us, on our remorse, on our efforts, on our engagement. But it’s not like this
– in the center is He who frees us and stands us on our feet. Let’s see this
Sacrament and other sacraments, like Baptism, Confirmation and Holy
Communion from Divine perspective. They are signs for us of God’s grace
flowing to us through the cross of Christ. His resurrection, the fulfillment of
God’s promises, reawakens hope and overcomes fear.

Your parish clergy members pray for God’s
blessing to you and your families - Together
with Fr. Gennadi, Fr. Jan, Fr. Joseph and Fr. Fausto,
as your priests in St. Martha’s parish and Deacon
Bob, Deacon Pat and Deacon Vern, we pray for
you at this time of grace. May God bless you and
renew the spirit of the resurrection in your hearts.
May He be generous and merciful to you!

May God bless you all at this time of Easter -
In this Jubilee Year we celebrate the 2025th
Anniversary of the birth of Jesus who came to us to

fulfill God’s promises of salvation. His precious life in human form ended
with his death on the cross and his resurrection, which cleared the road to
eternal life. May the Risen Lord bless us to overcome problems and fears
and to have the gift of hope reawakened.

Divine Mercy Sunday (April 27) - We are going to hold the Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament and the prayer of the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy
at 2.30pm in our church and then the special Mass at 3.00pm to mark this
Feast of God’s mercy

St. Martha’s Church building expansion reassessment - After our initial
meeting on April 5, 2025, at which I presented my opinion and observations
on the subject I invite all parishioners, part-time parishioners and visitors to
think about it as well, to pray about it and to help decide if we want to do it
and be ready to support it financially or not. The text of my presentation is
available in the parish office. We will have another meeting on April 26, 2025,
at 10am in the parish hall to hear opinions of other parishioners.

Next Sunday, April 27, 2025, is the Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of
Divine Mercy).

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,
Father George

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Wed Banns
Michael Entrekin & Giulia Zappaterreno (3)

AND

Sunday, April 27

• Replay of the Canonization Sunday afternoon

The Eucharistic
Miracles of theWorld

4:30am | Parish Hall

See the Canonization LIVE

8:30am to 7:00pm | Parish Hall
Sunday, April 27Saturday, April 26
8:00am to 2:30pm | Parish Hall

• Books and prayer cards available

• Pray for St. Carlo and leave a message for his canonization

• Videos about this young saint’s life

• Sign a get-well card for Pope Francis

Canonization of
Carlo Acutis

Church of St Patrick
We invite you to come and immerse yourself in this amazing Eucharistic panel
collection created by St. Carlo Acutis The world’s First Millennial Saint

DivineMercy Sunday

The Divine Mercy Chaplet Novena will begin on Good Friday
and conclude on the Saturday after Easter.

Sunday, April 27
2:30pm | Church

7900 Bee Ridge Rd, Sarasota

To receive these graces and obtain complete forgiveness of
our sins and punishment, we should go to confession before

and receive Holy Communion on Divine Mercy Sunday.

Contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator
941.780.7834•volunteer@stmartha.org

HELP WANTED at St Martha Welcome Ministry Volunteer
•Reaching out to new residents • Insure a safe environment for all worshippers

• Providing tours • Orienting new parishioners • Staffing the Welcome Table

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Father Bernie Evanofski invites you to join him
on a 11 Day Pilgrimage to…

Shrines of Italy
with Optional 2-Night Venice & St. Anthony of Padua Post Tour Extension

May 20 – 30, 2025

For more information contact
Barbara Murphy

Travel Now
941-228-2916

travelnow@verizon.net

Book Now
& Save
$450
Per Person

Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am

St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Diocese of Venice
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . . . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.260.5427
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dpat@novavista.com
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . fmosm@comcast.net
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Knights of Columbus . . . . Tom Gillis . . . . . . . 941.400.6991
Lectors . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org
O.C.I.A. . . . . . . . . . . . Sue Thompson . . . . . 941.350.9466
Parish Council . . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Rosary Makers . . . . . . . Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094
Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941-993-0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuart Love . . . . . . 941.780.7834
Witness to Love . . . . . . . Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes
St. Jude . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.755.1826
St. Patrick . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . . . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.923.1691
St. Joseph . . . . . . . . . Bradenton . . . . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School . . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week
at St. Martha Catholic Church

Tuesday, April 22
•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Wednesday, April 23
•9:30-11:30am - Walking with Purpose - Parish Hall

Thursday, April 24
•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall
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Sun, Apr 20.......... Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9
6:30am.......[FS] ....Sunrise Service–begins in the Courtyard–

For All Parishioners
7:30am.......[GR]....For All Parishioners
9:00am.......[FS] ....For All Parishioners
9:00am.......[JR] ....(Hall) For All Parishioners
10:30am.....[GS]....For All Parishioners
10:30am.....[GR]....(Hall) For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) For All Parishioners
5:30pm.......[JR] ....For All Parishioners
Mon, Apr 21 ........ Acts 2:14, 22-33; Mt 28:8-15
7:30am.......[JV].....(L) Fr. Gennadi by Parishioner
8:30am.......[GS]....Brian Kneafsey by Marilyn Kneafsey
12:00pm.....[JR] ....Donald Kohler by Silvana Nandin
5:30pm.......[JR] ....(L) Shawn McGruder by John and Mary McGruder
Tue, Apr 22 .......... Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18
7:30am.......[JR] ....Arthur Levin by Marcella
8:30am.......[JR] ....Robert Ficco, Jr. by Elaine and Richard Johnson
12:00pm.....[GS]....Fr. Patrick Wilson by Allie Freeman
5:30pm.......[GS]....Bruce Blamire by Collen Gray, David, & Sue & John Campbell
Wed, Apr 23 ........ Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35
7:30am.......[GR]....Clint Hill by John Iacopelli
8:30am.......[JR] ....Robert and Ann Corey by John
12:00pm.....[JR] ....Missing and Exploited Children by Joe and Betty Plouffe
5:30pm.......[GS]....(L) Skyler Dangelo by Nicole
Thu, Apr 24 .......... Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48
7:30pm.......[JV].....Herb Goldenberg by John Iacopelli
8:30pm.......[GR]....Honey Gfroerer by Jackie Halstead
12:00pm.....[GR]....Julie, Theodore, & Fred Cevrowski by Stephanie & Milton Kruk
5:30pm.......[FS] ....Fr. Patrick Wilson by John Corey
Fri, Apr 25............ Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14
7:30am.......[GR]....David H. Shigley by David and Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[FS] ....Luigi Del Ben by Rita Dunn
12:00pm.....[JV].....Dec’d Mbrs of the Zucaro Family by Cathy Giblin
5:30pm.......[GR]....(L) Rhona Smile by Joyce Schaefer
Sat, Apr 26 .......... Acts 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15
7:30am.......[GS]....(L) Jean Turner by Friend
8:30am.......[JV].....Adam Kostrzewski by Diane Kostrzewski
4:00pm.......[JR] ....(L) Austin Carstens by Adriana
4:00pm.......[GR]....(Hall) Walter and Rose Szczeny by Marcia Derck
5:30pm.......[FS] ....Brian Matusz by Molly Dooher and Henry Kahwaty
Sun, Apr 27.......... Acts 5:12-16; Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31
7:30am.......[GS]....Ryan Halstead by Mom
9:00am.......[JR] ....(L) Ken Hipp by David and Paula Shigley
9:00am.......[GS]....(Hall) Thomas Schwartz by Bill and Maria Buerger
10:30am.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
10:30am.....[GR]....(Hall) For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[FS] ....L & D Mbrs of the McGruder Family by John & Mary McGruder
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) For All Parishioners
5:30pm.......[GR]....L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV)
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Over a million Vincentians around the world go to the poor every day. In Sarasota,
members of the St. Vincent de Paul conferences at Incarnation, St. Thomas More

and St. Michael’s regularly meet that challenge for our neighbors.
Our Members are part of a worldwide community of Catholic faithful dedicated to
spirituality, friendship, and service. It is said that no form of charity is foreign to

the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Sometimes, those who need financial assistance are
also seeking a listener who cares about them, offering them a sacrament of presence.
If being part of that community of Vincentians who go to the poor interests you, we
invite you to join us. Call the Incarnation parish office 941.921.6631 or come

to one of our meetings on the last Monday of each month at 6:30pm.
Discover for yourself if being part of this ministry can provide something special

to your life and to the lives of others.
The harvest is indeed great, but more laborers are needed.

– St. Vincent dePaul • That is the Vincentian Mission.

Go to the poor and you will find God.

Save the Date
for the celebration of

Father Fausto’s 65th Anniversary of His Ordination.

Weekend of November 14 & 15, 2025
More Details to Come

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security

9 41 . 9 5 5 . 2 7 0 0  •  w w w. I W M F L . co m
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Medicare 
AdvantageHMO 

Plans
Cell: 941-504-6540
E: gcain@freedomh.com

   
  

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in Freedom 
Health depends on contract renewal.        H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

            
         

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/TDD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm
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