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Our Pastor, Father George

April 27, 2025 - Second Sunday of Easter
Today’s Sermon from Father Jan - Our God Rich in Mercy

The human history is the history of human disobedience to God (sin,
waywardness, trying to live independently of the Divine and God’s mercy),
who again and again calls human beings to repent, and once they have
repented and are on the way to return to their Creator and Father, is ready
to show them his mercy. If our God was not good and merciful, but only
powerful and just, the human history would have finished long ago.

On the pages of Holy Scripture, we can see how God is revealing His
history of salvation, starting after the fall of our first parents, Adam and Eve,
through Noah and his family, patriarchs, Moses, David and his descendants,
arriving at the time of Jesus Christ, the son of David and the Son of God and
Messiah. Through all of these ages, God, through the prophets, had been
revealing Who He really is: The Loving, caring and forgiving God, having
the heart of father and mother at the same time. In the fullness of time, He
sent his only begotten Son to be The Incarnation of His Mercy: God so loved
the world that He sent His Son so that everyone who believes in Him has
eternal life (J 3,16). Through Jesus He revealed that His mercy is not only
for one nation, The People of Israel, but for all the nations of the world. To
know about it, Jesus sent His 12 apostles and their successors to preach
the Gospel to the whole world. The apostles and their successors through
the ages established His universal catholic church, so that everyone in the
world might have the opportunity to hear and believe The Gospel, to be
baptized and so to become the children of God, to enter the family of God
through the new covenant established by Jesus Christ when He died on
the Cross and rose from the dead on the third day. Through the hard work
of generations of apostles, missionaries, bishops, religious brothers and
sisters and the lay missionaries, the Catholic Church reached the ends
of the world. But the human adherence to sin and disobedience has not
finished. Many people through centuries have been saved and, at the same
time, many people have been lost because of their sins and disobedience
to Christ and His Gospel of Mercy, not wanting to believe, repent, or trust in
God’s goodness and mercy.

As we can read in the Diary of St. Sr. Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun, who
lived before the second world war and became the secretary of Divine
Mercy” as Jesus called her: Jesus’ Heart has been in pain because in spite
of His bitter Passion, Death and Resurrection, His deep love and mercy,
many souls were condemned to hell.” Through St. Faustina, Jesus revealed
the new ways to access The Divine Mercy as the last chance to obtain it
before He comes for Judgement of the world and its people. He said: Before
I come as Just Judge, I offer the sick and sinful humanity my infinite mercy,
but if they don’t take the opportunity to be shown mercy, they will have to
judged by my Divine Justice. The new ways to receive Divine Mercy are: first
of all, to ask for and trust in it, secondly to be merciful to one another. Jesus
also wanted the Catholic Church to establish and celebrate The Feast of
Divine Mercy on the second Sunday after Easter when The gates of Divine
Mercy will be widely thrown open to any sinner, great or small. Those
who would go to confession and receive Holy Communion on this Feast
would not only have his or her sin forgiven, but all the consequences of
their sins. As a result, if somebody would die after receiving such a grace
he or she would go directly to heaven. To prepare for the Feast is to pray
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l Sunday Sermon from Father Jan

From Father George:

The Divine Mercy Novena, nine days of recitation of The Chaplet of Divine
Mercy starting on Good Friday. The Chaplet of Divine Mercy was personally
taught to St. Faustina by Jesus Himself. Jesus wanted The Picture of Divine
Mercy to be painted and honored in every Church, chapel and family home
around the world. Jesus called it The cup of Divine Mercy with which people
should come to Him to get His Divine Mercy. Jesus also wanted the picture
to be solemnly blessed on The Feast of Divine Mercy. Jesus wanted to have
a special devotion to His Passion and Death at 3:00 pm, the hour of His
death on the cross.

Dear brothers and sisters, it would be very foolish not to respond to God’s
Love and Mercy, which He offers everyone in the world and the grace
which comes from The Heart of Our Merciful God who loves us so much
and doesn’t want anyone to be lost but to be offered mercy and be saved.

Tribute to Pope Francis - He once said (as
Archbishop of Buenos Aires) that you need to be
directed in faith by the magisterium of the Church
and in your practice of faith by the people of God.
This statement gives some light on the person of
Pope Francis and his faith. It explains his sensitivity
to people on the margin of society, even his last
day of life, Easter Sunday, shows it. He wanted to be
among the people of God in St. Peter’s square greeting
people saying his simple ‘buona serra’. I have never
met Pope Francis in my life, but I feel a certain

closeness to him. I have learned a lot from him. May he rest in peace!

We will celebrate a special Requiem Mass for Pope Francis on Monday,
April 28, 2025 at 5:30pm - Please join us to offer the Holy Mass for the soul
of our late Holy Father.

Divine Mercy Sunday (April 27) - We are going to hold the Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament and the prayer of the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy
at 2.30pm in our church and then the special Mass at 3.00pm to mark this
Feast of God’s mercy

St. Martha’s Church building expansion reassessment - After our initial
meeting on April 5, 2025, at which I presented my opinion and observations
on the subject I invite all parishioners, part-time parishioners and visitors to
think about it as well, to pray about it and to help decide if we want to do it
and be ready to support it financially or not. The text of my presentation is
available in the parish office. We will have another meeting on April 26, 2025,
at 10am in the parish hall to hear opinions of other parishioners.

We are suspending the 4pm Vigil Mass in the hall on May 3 so the last one
will be celebrated on April 26, and we are suspending 10:30am Sunday Mass
in hall on May 4 so the last one will celebrated on April 27.

Next Sunday, May 4, 2025, is the Third Sunday of Easter.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,
Father George

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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AND

Sunday, April 27

• Replay of the Canonization Sunday afternoon

The Eucharistic
Miracles of theWorld

4:30am | Parish Hall

See the Canonization LIVE

8:30am to 7:00pm | Parish Hall
Sunday, April 27Saturday, April 26
8:00am to 2:30pm | Parish Hall

• Books and prayer cards available

• Pray for St. Carlo and leave a message for his canonization

• Videos about this young saint’s life

• Sign a get-well card for Pope Francis

Canonization of
Carlo Acutis

Church of St Patrick
We invite you to come and immerse yourself in this amazing Eucharistic panel
collection created by St. Carlo Acutis The world’s First Millennial Saint

DivineMercy Sunday

The Divine Mercy Chaplet Novena will begin on Good Friday
and conclude on the Saturday after Easter.

Sunday, April 27
2:30pm | Church

7900 Bee Ridge Rd, Sarasota

To receive these graces and obtain complete forgiveness of
our sins and punishment, we should go to confession before

and receive Holy Communion on Divine Mercy Sunday.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Catholic Home Missions Appeal support mission dioceses, which are
dioceses in the United States which cannot provide basic pastoral services
to Catholics without outside assistance. Grants from this Appeal provide
pastoral programs, religious education, ministry training and support to
schools in the poorest communities.
One of many examples is a Catholic School in southern Illinois which
provides the only alternative to a troubled public school system. Ninety
percent of families whose children attend this Catholic elementary school
fall below the poverty line and the children know the realities of poverty,
violence, and crime. Yet, despite these challenges, 100% of its graduates
enter high school, and 95% of its graduates are enrolled in college or
university. This program, and many others, give testimony to the great
benefit of the Catholic Home Mission Appeal.
On the weekend of May 3 and 4, 2025, the Diocese of Venice will take up
a collection for the Catholic Home Mission Appeal. On behalf of your
brothers and sisters whom you will be helping, thank you for your
support and generosity!
I take this opportunity to assure you and your family of my continued
consideration as well as my prayers in this Easter Season.
Have a Blessed Holy Week!
Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn with participants,
a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am

St. Martha Catholic Church, Conference Room – All are welcome!

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co
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Diocese of Venice
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . . . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.260.5427
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dpat@novavista.com
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . fmosm@comcast.net
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Knights of Columbus . . . . Tom Gillis . . . . . . . 941.400.6991
Lectors . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org
O.C.I.A. . . . . . . . . . . . Sue Thompson . . . . . 941.350.9466
Parish Council . . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Rosary Makers . . . . . . . Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094
Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941-993-0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuart Love . . . . . . 941.780.7834
Witness to Love . . . . . . . Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes
St. Jude . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.755.1826
St. Patrick . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . . . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.923.1691
St. Joseph . . . . . . . . . Bradenton . . . . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School . . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

This Week
at St. Martha Catholic Church

Sunday, April 27
•10:15am Religious Ed Classes - Upstairs Classrooms

Tuesday, April 29
•10:30am Emmaus Bible Study - Conference Room

Thursday, May 1
•10am - Lectio Divina - Geenen Hall

Friday, May 2
•9:30-10:30am - Rosary Makers - Geenen Hall
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Sun, Apr 27.......... Acts 5:12-16; Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13,
17-19; Jn 20:19-31

7:30am.......[GS]....Ryan Halstead by Mom
9:00am.......[JR] ....(L) Ken Hipp by David and Paula Shigley
9:00am.......[GS]....(Hall) Thomas Schwartz by Bill and Maria Buerger
10:30am.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
10:30am.....[GR]....(Hall) For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[FS] ....L & D Mbrs of the McGruder Family by John & Mary McGruder
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) For All Parishioners
5:30pm.......[GR]....L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe
Mon, Apr 28 ........ Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8
7:30am.......[JR] ....Sam Eid by Theresa
8:30am.......[JV].....James Collins by Mary Collins
12:00pm.....[GS]....Pope Francis by the Duarte Family
5:30pm.......[GS]....(L) Kathryn Rittenger by Deacon Pat Macauley
Tue, Apr 29 .......... Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7b-15
7:30am.......[GR]....(L) Paul Lortie by David and Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[GS]....Bob Corey by John Corey
12:00pm.....[GS]....Luke Condit by Theresa
5:30pm.......[JR] ....L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Fam. by Joe and Betty Plouffe
Wed, Apr 30 ........ Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21
7:30am.......[GR]....(L) Paul Lortie by Marge and Paul Lortie
8:30am.......[JR] ....(L) Landon Thorpe by Jennifer Archangel
12:00pm.....[FS] ....(L) Manju Prakash by Mini George
5:30pm.......[GR]....Louise Narcisi by John Kopczak
Thu, May 1 ........... Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36
7:30pm.......[JV].....(L) Brother Larry by Marcella Levin
8:30pm.......[GR]....Bob Corey by John
12:00pm.....[JR] ....(L) Patrica Burke by Madonna Weir
5:30pm.......[FS] ....(L) Erin McGruder Helms by John and Mary McGruder
Fri, May 2 ............ Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15
7:30am.......[GS]....Dec’d Mbrs of the Congregation of Holy Cross by Friend
8:30am.......[JV].....Richard Diego Torrist by Stephen Mislyan
12:00pm.....[FS] ....(L) Agnes Penny Wasiak by Madonna Weir
5:30pm.......[GR]....Helen McGowan by the Heed Family
7:30pm.......[JV].....(Vietnamese) Special Intentions
Sat, May 3 ........... 1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14
7:30am.......[JV].....Rose Welch by David and Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[JR] ....Pete Linsky by the Corsaro Family
4:00pm.......[FS] ....(L) Genevieve Halk by John and Family
5:30pm.......[GR]....Patrick Larkin by the Dudek Family
Sun, May 4 .......... Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Rv 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19
7:30am.......[JR] ....Rose Bond by Kevin Rutkowski
9:00am.......[FS] ....(L) David M. Shigley by David and Paula Shigley
9:00am.......[GR]....(Hall) (L) Fiorella Duarte by Adriana
10:30am.....[GR]....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[FS] ....(L) Danielle Gladding by Mom
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) For All Parishioners
5:30pm.......[GS]....L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV)
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Over a million Vincentians around the world go to the poor every day. In Sarasota,
members of the St. Vincent de Paul conferences at Incarnation, St. Thomas More

and St. Michael’s regularly meet that challenge for our neighbors.
Our Members are part of a worldwide community of Catholic faithful dedicated to
spirituality, friendship, and service. It is said that no form of charity is foreign to

the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Sometimes, those who need financial assistance are
also seeking a listener who cares about them, offering them a sacrament of presence.
If being part of that community of Vincentians who go to the poor interests you, we
invite you to join us. Call the Incarnation parish office 941.921.6631 or come

to one of our meetings on the last Monday of each month at 6:30pm.
Discover for yourself if being part of this ministry can provide something special

to your life and to the lives of others.
The harvest is indeed great, but more laborers are needed.

– St. Vincent dePaul • That is the Vincentian Mission.

Go to the poor and you will find God.

Save the Date
for the celebration of

Father Fausto’s 65th Anniversary of His Ordination.

Weekend of November 14 & 15, 2025
More Details to Come

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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Medicare 
AdvantageHMO 

Plans
Cell: 941-504-6540
E: gcain@freedomh.com

   
  

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in Freedom 
Health depends on contract renewal.        H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

            
         

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/TDD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm
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