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Our Pastor, Father George

May 18, 2025 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
Today’s Sermon from Deacon Pat
Today’s readings are about the Kingdom of God and our participation
in it. Please understand that God’s kingdom is not recognizable in
human terms but truly exists in a cosmic sense.
Picking key points from these readings we see that:
• The Psalm describes the kingdom of God as a kingdom for all ages.
It is everlasting and we are called to glorify God within it.

• TheRevelation reading inspireshopeandanticipation forGod’s final
victory,whereHispresencebringseternalpeaceand renewal tocreation.

• The passage from Acts encourages us to remain faithful amid
challenges, support Church leadership, and trust in God’s work in
spreading the Gospel.

• The Gospel passage encourages us to embody Christ’s sacrificial
love, a love which glorifies God and testifies to the world.

• The Alleluia refrain calls upon us to love selflessly.
Let’s explore the meaning of this selfless love!
As I have loved you, so you also should love one another. This is howall
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another
Initially, when we see or hear this sentence, we immediately think of
the human love in terms of the Ten Commandments. Not so! It is not
fraternal love. It is not sexual love. It is divine love or Agape!
So, what is this divine love and how does it contrast to human love?
It is the love that God possesses and expresses towards all human
beings. It is often described as unconditional, perfect, infinite, and
universal. This is perceived as a fundamental aspect of the divine
nature and often contrasted with human love, which can be condi-
tional, limited, and subject to change.
Jesus expressed this selfless, divine love, when he allowed himself
to be sacrificed in order to redeem each and every one of us. His
love for each of us is far more intimate! By using the word as in His
admonition, He calls upon each of us to achieve this higher love –
this Divine Love.
But, how? Each of us is handicapped by our own humanity.
However, those of us who are Baptized are blessed by having the
Holy Spirit dwelling within our souls. It is through our cooperation
with this divine indwelling that our lives have true meaning!

. Our blessed Mother Mary always wants to walk with us, be close to us, she always wants to help us with her intercession and her love. So let
us pray together for this mission, and for all of the church and for peace in the world. We ask for this special grace from Mary, our mother.

– Pope Leo XIV

From Father George:

God bless Pope Leo XIV! -
Parishioners say that they never
thought that during their time there
will be an American Pope in the
Catholic Church. And there we have
Cardinal Robert Prevost, born in
Chicago, elected on May 8, 2025,
by the Cardinals as the Head of
the Church on earth. His inauguration
Mass will be celebrated on
Sunday, May 18, 2025.

Congratulations - to all the young students of our parish or from
other parishes who attend Bishop Nevin’s Academy that received
their First Communion at St. Martha’s Parish on May 3rd & 10th, 2025!
May the Lord Jesus fill their hearts with His grace and love! Thanks
to all who helped them to prepare for this special day!

May Devotion - We will pray the Litany to Our Lady after weekday
Masses during the month of May for the Church, for the conversion
of sinners, for peace in the world and for our own intentions..

Next Sunday, May 25, 2025, is the Sixth Sunday of Easter.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,
Father George

Welcome Pope Leo XIV!
The selection of Pope Leo XIV as the Successor of St. Peter is truly a work of the Holy Spirit, and a moment of
tremendous grace and blessing! The Cardinal-electors have responded to divine inspiration and the devout prayers
offered by the faithful throughout the world.
The selection of the 267th Pope is a moment of great historic significance for the Catholic Church, and especially members
of the Church in the United States and here in the Diocese of Venice, being the first Holy Father from the United States.
As Catholics we are each being asked by this humble servant of the Lord to be peacemakers, and to prayerfully grow
in our love for Christ and one another. Pope Leo XIV brings with him the strength and charism of St. Augustine, and the
humanity and courage of Pope Leo XIII, who was an architect of many of the social teachings of the Church.
I ask that all the faithful of the Diocese of Venice join me in prayer for Pope Leo XIV and the sacred ministry
entrusted to him. May God bless and guide Pope Leo XIV, the servant of servants.
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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All are welcome! Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn
with participants, a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am • St. Martha Conference Room

Banns
Guy Michael Peluso Jr & Barbara Gormley (3)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Diocese of Venice
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . . . 941.484.9543
Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.260.5427
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dpat@novavista.com
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . fmosm@comcast.net
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Knights of Columbus . . . . Tom Gillis . . . . . . . 941.400.6991
Lectors . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org
O.C.I.A. . . . . . . . . . . . Sue Thompson . . . . . 941.350.9466
Parish Council . . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Rosary Makers . . . . . . . Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094
Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941-993-0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuart Love . . . . . . 941.780.7834
Witness to Love . . . . . . . Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes
St. Jude . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.755.1826
St. Patrick . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . . . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.923.1691
St. Joseph . . . . . . . . . Bradenton . . . . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . . . 941.752.6770
Bishop Nevins Academy
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School . . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

Events &
Announcements
Ave Maria Youth Conference - The 2025 Ave Maria University Proclaim
Youth Conference is July 11-13. The theme for the Conference is But as for
you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God (Luke 9:60). The Conference
will include talks from Sister Maria Jose Socias, SCTJM, Michael Gormley,
Mari Pablo, and Father Joseph Lugalambi. Music will be by Epic Music
Ministries. The Conference will include Mass, Adoration, praise and worship,
lodging, meals, t-shirts, a pizza night, and more. Registration is $195. per
person. For more information or to register, please visit aveconferences.com.

Free Rosary Repair Service - Send your broken rosaries in a padded
envelope to Betty and Dick Holden, Free Rosary Repair Service, 7930
Estero Blvd., Unit 502, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931. Rosaries will be
repaired and returned within the week of receipt. Donations of old rosaries
are also accepted which will be repaired and sent to missions. Include a
note indicating repair or donation. For more details, please
call 239.463.3993, 860.595.6370 or email the Holdens.

Vie  this bulleti  o li e at iscover ss com
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Sun, May 18 ........ Acts 14:21-27; Rv 21:1-5a; Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35
7:30am.......[GS]....Rose Mary Bond by Elizabeth Moreland
9:00am.......[JR] ....Robert and Ann Corey by John Corey
10:30am.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[JR] ....August Uhrinova and Rev. A. Cvincek by Magda Kovacik
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[GR]....L & D Mbrs of the Burch Fam. by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, May 19....... Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14:21-26
7:30am.......[GS]....(L) Justin Prickel by Jennifer Archangel
8:30am.......[JV].....Stephen Tilton, Sr. by John and Stephanie Iacopelli
12:00pm.....[GS]....Patrick Downey by Hank and Jack
5:30pm.......[JR] ....(L) Bill and Barbara Rex by Beth Cannata

Tue, May 20......... Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a
7:30am.......[GR]....Jan Fox Weir by Madonna Weir
8:30am.......[GS]....Fr. Patrick Wilson by Allie Freedman
12:00pm.....[JR] ....Ken Collins by Claire Collins
5:30pm.......[GR]....John Lloyd Parsley by Lori Ann Mancini

Wed, May 21 ..... Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8
7:30am.......[JR] ....Daniel Gradila by Paul and Marge Lortie
8:30am.......[GR]....Souls in Purgatory by John and Stephanie Iacopelli
12:00pm.....[JR] ....For a Greater Respect for all Human Life
5:30pm.......[JR] ....Nancy McLennan by Rick and Lynn Dudek

Thu, May 22 ........ Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11
7:30pm.......[JV].....John and Herieitta Derasmo by John Iacopelli
8:30pm.......[JR] ....Casey Kane by Sam and Jane Norton
12:00pm.....[GR]....Chester Kafara by James Bovienzo
5:30pm.......[FS] ....(L) Kenneth Moritsugu by Deacon Pat Macauley

Fri, May 23 .......... Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17
7:30am.......[GS]....Dottie Savino by Claire Collins
8:30am.......[JV].....(L) Bill and Barbara Rex by Alan Rose
12:00pm.....[GR]....(L) Anastasia Archangel by Jennifer and Rob
5:30pm.......[GR]....Rose Mary Bond by Elizabeth Moreland

Sat, May 24 ......... Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21
7:30am.......[GR]....Lynda and James Lavigne by Marge and Paul Lortie
8:30am.......[JV].....Richard Georges by Helene and Larry McCarthy
4:00pm.......[FS] ....Marjorie Chamberlaine by Victoria Watkins
5:30pm.......[JR] ....Bonnie Oleszkowicz by Bernadette Fauster

Sun, May 25 ........ Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Rv 21:10-14, 22-23; Jn 14:23-29
7:30am.......[JR] ....Ann Britanak by Sister
9:00am.......[FS] ....Chesterine and Henry Drabicki by the Ordonez Family
10:30am.....[GR]....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[GR]....(L) Jonathan & Daria Turner by Joan and Paul Turner
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[GS]....L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Fam. by Joe and Betty Plouffe
Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV)
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC) offers a unique way to help our neighbors,
and people across the country, connect with Christ. Know that half the funds raised by the
CCC support the collective communication programs of the Conference of Catholic Bishops
of the United States, and the other half stays here in the Diocese of Venice.

The Catholic Communication Campaign supports the catholic media through the
Catholic News Service Network’s broadcasts of worldwide events that allow us to
behold the joy and unity of our faith. During this Jubilee year, they will also be
able to share the stories of the millions of Catholics who will travel to Rome as
Pilgrims of Hope and be witness of our faith to others. At home, in the Diocese
of Venice, this campaign partially funds TV Masses to the homebound who are
unable to attend the Holy Mass, as well as the Witnessing Faith with Bishop
Dewane radio show, and various social media channels.

The collection for the Catholic Communication Campaign allows us to tell both the world
and our neighbors about our experience of faith, worship, and witness. Please support
this important work in the upcoming collection which will take place on the weekend of
May 31 and June 1, 2025, in the Diocese of Venice. Thank you for your generosity!

I take this opportunity to extend to you my continued consideration and my prayers.

Have a Blessed Holy Week!Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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Medicare 
AdvantageHMO 

Plans
Cell: 941-504-6540
E: gcain@freedomh.com

   
  

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in Freedom 
Health depends on contract renewal.        H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

            
         

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/TDD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm
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