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Our Pastor, Father George

May 25, 2025 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
Today’s Sermon from Deacon Vern
Jesus said to his disciples…Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
Not as the world gives do I give it to you.
’Peace! Peace!’ ... though there is no peace, said the Lord through the prophet
Jeremiah some 2,600 years ago. How many times through the centuries
have we thought we had peace between nations only to it eluding us?
Peace! Peace!’…though there is no peace, How many times in how many
lives over the centuries have men and women dreamed of finding peace
of heart, and how few times and in how few lives have true peace of heart
been achieved?
Yet there we have the promise, the legacy of peace given to us by Jesus:
Peace I leave you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives [peace] do
I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.
How does the world give peace? Negotiated settlements. Cease-fires. Truces.
It is always a compromise, always less than perfect. Piecemeal peace is
poor peace, wrote the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins (Peace, 1879).
The world gives its piecemeal peace grudgingly, reluctantly, suspiciously,
tentatively. One hand reaches out; the other prepares to take. That’s why
voices down through the centuries in all parts of the world (and within
our own troubled hearts) keep repeating: Peace! Peace!’…though there
is no peace, You can study that sixth chapter in the book of Jeremiah to
search for a few clues that help explain why peace eluded the Israelites
and remains for so many today out of reach: For I will stretch forth my hand
against those who dwell in this land, says the Lord. Small and great alike, all
are greedy for gain; prophet and priest, all practice fraud…They have acted
shamefully, committing abominations, yet they are not at all ashamed, they
know not how to blush…Thus says the LORD: Stand by the earliest roads, ask
the pathways of old, ‘Which is the way to good?’ and walk it; thus you will
find rest for yourselves (Jer 6:12-16).
Greedy for gain. Have you noticed that–nationally or personally, in yourself
or others?
Fraud? Any signs of that in the news, in the workplace, in yourself? Have
you noticed anything odious in human affairs, anything abominable,
anything in daily life, in inner-, outer-, or cyber-space that should prompt
shame and make a normal, healthy person blush? If we live beyond the
reach of shame, we will not achieve peace of heart.
What is peace anyway? St. Thomas Aquinas defined it as the tranquility of
right order. That suggests the wisdom of getting your act together, tidying
up your life as a means of finding personal peace. It includes, of course, the
wisdomof righting your relationshipswith God. It also suggests the necessity
of public order, of just relations between nations, if peace is to reign in
international relations. Peace has to be a lot more than whatever it is that
follows a truce or a cease-fire. Settlement of a dispute is not a guarantee of
peace. Peace has something to do with abiding balance–balance in a human
life, balance between the interests of employers and employees, between
organizations and between nations. There can be no peace without balance
(whether it is a balance of payments, of interests, of power in public affairs;
a balance of values, appetites, and commitments in personal affairs). And, of
course, there can be no peace without the great balancing factor of LOVE.
Recall what the LORD said through the prophet Jeremiah: Stand by the
earliest roads (in other words, go back to basic principles, return to the old
truths, to your solid core values), ask the pathways of old: ‘Which is the way
to good?’ and walk it; thus you will find rest for yourselves. Rest for your
souls means peace.
Once you locate those pathways of old, which are the way to good, you
have to walk accordingly. You’ve got choices to make, values to adopt,
principles to internalize.
Take a moment or two today to run an inventory check on your values, your
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basic principles. Are they right ones to keep you on the road to peace?
Take a look at our nation’s values. Are they the right ones to keep us as a
nation on the road to peace? If not, what can you do to change them?
There is a famous prayer attributed to St, Francis of Assisi. You’vemight have
heard it and prayed it often. Review it now as a blueprint, a strategy for peace.
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is discord, unity; Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is error, truth; Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is sadness, joy; Where there is darkness, light.
O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console,
to be understood, as to understand, to be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.
It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Comb through those words to come up with the elements of a working
strategy for peace—personal peace or peace between any opposing
parties, nations, and organizations. What do you come up with? Love,
pardon, unity, faith, truth, hope, joy. How strategically important is it for
you personally and for any opposing parties to seek not so much to be
understood as to understand?
Peace, peace, and there is no peace. Why? Because this strategy has not
yet been tried. Peace I leave you; my peace I give you. Not as the world
gives do I give [peace] to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.
Be not afraid. How often did Jesus say those reassuring words in his
post-Resurrection appearances! Hear him say those words to you today.
Be not afraid to do what must be done for your personal reception and
assimilation of the gift of peace.
.

Pope Leo XIV officially installed -
installed in the seat of Peter. He received
Pallium (the white woolen band
decorated with six red crosses, which the
Metropolitan of Rome wears. Every pope
is the Metropolitan of the Church Province
of Rome) and the Ring of the Fisherman
which authenticates the faith and
symbolizes the duty with which the first
Pope was entrusted. Peter is known as

the fisherman Apostle, the ring is referred to as the Ring of the Fisherman,
or the Piscatory Ring, symbolizing the continuous lineage from the first Pope
to today. May God bless Pope Leo!
Summertime suspension of Mass and Confession - The 5:30pm daily
Mass and 11:30am Confession on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday morning
9am-10amwill be suspended from June through September. This summer-
time schedule will begin on Monday, June 2.
Conclusions of the Second Parish Assembly about the expansion of the
church - The summary of the Second Parish Assembly on April 26, 2025, about
the project of expansion of St. Martha’s church building is to be found on the
parishWebsite. Together with Diane Bray and Karen Trautmanwe analyzed
the different opinions presented at themeeting and composed the text of the
summary. Thanks Diane and Karen! .
May Devotion -We pray the Litany to Our Lady after weekday Masses during
the month of May for the Church, for the conversion of sinners, for peace in
the world and for our own intentions.
Next Sunday, June 1, 2025, is the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,
Father George
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Diocese of Venice
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . . . 941.484.9543
Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.260.5427
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dpat@novavista.com
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . fmosm@comcast.net
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Knights of Columbus . . . . Tom Gillis . . . . . . . 941.400.6991
Lectors . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org
O.C.I.A. . . . . . . . . . . . Sue Thompson . . . . . 941.350.9466
Parish Council . . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Rosary Makers . . . . . . . Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094
Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941-993-0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuart Love . . . . . . 941.780.7834
Witness to Love . . . . . . . Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes
St. Jude . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.755.1826
St. Patrick . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . . . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.923.1691
St. Joseph . . . . . . . . . Bradenton . . . . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . . . 941.752.6770
Bishop Nevins Academy
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School . . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

Events &
Announcements
Ave Maria Youth Conference - The 2025 Ave Maria University Proclaim
Youth Conference is July 11-13. The theme for the Conference is But as for
you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God (Luke 9:60). The Conference
will include talks from Sister Maria Jose Socias, SCTJM, Michael Gormley,
Mari Pablo, and Father Joseph Lugalambi. Music will be by Epic Music
Ministries. The Conference will include Mass, Adoration, praise and worship,
lodging, meals, t-shirts, a pizza night, and more. Registration is $195. per
person. For more information or to register, please visit aveconferences.com.

Free Rosary Repair Service - Send your broken rosaries in a padded
envelope to Betty and Dick Holden, Free Rosary Repair Service, 7930
Estero Blvd., Unit 502, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931. Rosaries will be
repaired and returned within the week of receipt. Donations of old rosaries
are also accepted which will be repaired and sent to missions. Include a
note indicating repair or donation. For more details, please
call 239.463.3993, 860.595.6370 or email the Holdens.
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Sun, May 25 ........ Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Rv 21:10-14, 22-23; Jn 14:23-29
7:30am.......[JR] ....Ann Britanak by Sister
9:00am.......[FS] ....Chesterine and Henry Drabicki by the Ordonez Family
10:30am.....[GR]....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[GR]....(L) Jonathan & Daria Turner by Joan and Paul Turner
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[GS]....L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Fam. by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, May 26....... Acts 16:11-15; Jn 15:26–16:4a
7:30am.......[JV].....Betty Smith by Theresa Gilbertson
8:30am.......[JR] ....(L) The Duarte Family by Adriana
10:30am.....[GS]....Gertrude Cywinski by the Heibel Family

Tue, May 27......... Acts 16:22-34; Jn 16:5-11
7:30am.......[GS]....Fr. Patrick Wilson by Marcia Derck
8:30am.......[JR] ....Robert Romaine by Gail and Fr. Bob Romaine
12:00pm.....[JR] ....Rick Klopfer by Maxine and Jennifer
5:30pm.......[GR]....(L) Thomas Terreri by Karen and Mike Stengel

Wed, May 28 ..... Acts 17:15, 22–18:1; Jn 16:12-15
7:30am.......[GR]....Carol Comery by Claire Collins
8:30am.......[GS]....Rick Taylor by The Heed Family
12:00pm.....[GR]....Mallory Blank by Diane
5:30pm.......[JR] ....(L) Jura Ashley by Karen Mason and Lisa Moynihan

Thu, May 29 ........ Acts 18:1-8; Jn 16:16-20
7:30pm.......[JR] ....Salvatore Iacopelli by John Iacopelli
8:30pm.......[GR]....Charles Proctor by Ann Proctor
12:00pm.....[JV].....Missing and Exploited Children by Joe and Betty Plouffe
5:30pm.......[FS] ....(L) Bill and Barbara Rex by Judy Kozlowski

Fri, May 30 .......... Acts 18:9-18; Jn 16:20-23
7:30am.......[JV].....(L) Nate Donahue by Terry and Lindy Donahue
8:30am.......[FS] ....Fouad Nassab by Aldo Massara
12:00pm.....[GR]....Helen Bovienzo by James Bovienzo
5:30pm.......[GS]....(L) Fr. Sebastian Szczawinski & Family by Barbara Bradley

Sat, May 31 ......... Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-56
7:30am.......[JV].....Robert Rutkowski by the Rutkowski Family
8:30am.......[FS] ....Denis Healy by Evelyn Meisner
4:00pm.......[JR] ....Ann Burgess by Marilyn Kneafsey
5:30pm.......[GR]....Frank Ricciardelli by Wife

Sun, June 1 .......... Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23; Lk 24:46-53
7:30am.......[GR]....Oma Handley by the Family
9:00am.......[GS]....Betty Sauer by Ann Crowley
10:30am.....[GS]....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[FS] ....Charles Cognato by Emil and Diane
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[JR] ....L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Fam. by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV)
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security
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Medicare 
AdvantageHMO 

Plans
Cell: 941-504-6540
E: gcain@freedomh.com

   
  

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in Freedom 
Health depends on contract renewal.        H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

            
         

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/TDD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm
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