


Our Pastor, Father George

June 8, 2025 - Pentecost Sunday
Today’s Sermon from Father George
A noise from the sky, like thunder, a strong wind that shook the
house, and tongues of fire on everyone in the house: these were
symbols of the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples. They are
illustrations of sudden and radical change. Huge change from
the community of praying people enclosed in the upper room to
powerful individuals speaking the News of Christ to different groups
of people, able to use their language. It was all directed to that News
of Christ, to make it huge, to spread it, and to explain in personal
witness. The news of the Lord’s passion, cross, and resurrection for
the forgiveness of sins. This news of salvation from sin deserves
huge signs, like a noise from the sky, because it is the best message
which should be the loudest. Like powerful wind shaking people’s
lives and like fire, which purifies our sins and burns in us with the
love of God.

When Jesus breathed
on them and gave
them the power of
the Holy Spirit, He
told them: whose
sins you forgive
are forgiven them.
At Pentecost they
remembered this as
the very first task
that Jesus gave them
to do after His
resurrection. His
breath of the Spirit
was preparation

for thunder, wind and fire. He gave them the strength of the Holy
Spirit to make sure that they fulfill their duty: this was how He
wanted them to understand well the importance of this message,
His missionary order, His legacy – the forgiveness of sins. The most
precious gift. Jesus was taken up to heaven and seated at the right
hand of the Father for it was He who took the cross, gave His life,
was buried, and was raised by the power of the Holy Spirit. He
glorified His Father in heaven so the Heavenly Father glorified Jesus.

This means that God’s gift of the forgiveness of sins is constantly
being offered to us, and it means that we are given grace to keep
away from sin. We learn to appreciate the gift of forgiveness, but we
also learn to turn away from anything that leads us to sin. We realize
how huge is the grace of God that comes to us and how important it
is to cherish it and save it from evil. May the Holy Spirit give us
wisdom, understanding, counsel, knowledge, courage, gift of
wonder & awe in God’s presence, and reverence so that we will
persevere in holiness. May the Holy Spirit help us to see clearly the
value of forgiveness and the danger of sin, which destroys it. May He
help us to live in peace and be saved from evil.

“ He wanted them to understand
well the importance of

this message,
His missionary order,

His legacy–
the forgiveness of sins.”

From Father George:
Farewell to Br. William Dygert and
Br. Lawrence Skitzki - The
Congregation of Holy Cross (C.S.C.)
are leaving Sarasota on June 26 and
moving to their mother house in
Notre Dame, IN. They have been here
since the 70-ties when Br. William
Geenen came and made a huge mark

of the Holy Cross Brothers ministry in St. Martha’s parish and in
Sarasota and in other places. Thank you, Br. Lawrence for your
13 years among us and Br. William for your 6 years! Your ministry
in the parish like reading during Masses, membership in the Parish
Finance Council, Collection Counting Team and others are
appreciated. May God reward you for it and bless you in your travels!

Conclusions of the Second Parish Assembly about the expansion
of the church - The summary of the Second Parish Assembly on
April 26, 2025, about the project of expansion of St. Martha’s church
building is to be found on the parish Website. Together with Diane
Bray and Karen Trautman we analyzed the different opinions
presented at the meeting and composed the text of the summary.
Thanks Diane and Karen! .

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus - We will be praying
the Litany to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after our weekday Masses,
and we invite parishioners or visitors to join us. Jesus’s heart
was pierced on.

Next Sunday, June 15, 2025, is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family,
Father George

Events & Announcements
Ordination to the Priesthood - Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane,
Bishop of the Diocese of Venice, invites the faithful to the Ordination
to the Priesthood of Transitional Deacons Joseph Doherty, Jacob Gwynn
and Pat Long. The Ordination will take place at 11am on Saturday,
July 12, at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 1301 Center Road, Venice.
All are welcome and encouraged to attend this important event in the
lives of Deacons Joseph, Jacob and Pat as well as the Diocese of Venice.
A reception will follow. The Ordination will also be livestreamed: stay
tuned! A link to access the livestream will be posted closer to the date.
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If being part of that community of Vincentians who go to the poor interests you,
we invite you to join us. Call the Incarnation parish office 941.921.6631

or come to one of our meetings on the last Monday of each month at 6:30pm.
The harvest is indeed great, but more laborers are needed.

– St. Vincent dePaul • That is the Vincentian Mission.
It is said that no form of charity is foreign
to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

Go to the poor and you will find God.
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Diocese of Venice
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . . . 941.484.9543
Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org
Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.260.5427
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dpat@novavista.com
Finance Council . . . . . . . John Corey . . . . . . coreyjjj5@gmail.com
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . fmosm@comcast.net
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Knights of Columbus . . . . Tom Gillis . . . . . . . 941.400.6991
Lectors . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org
O.C.I.A. . . . . . . . . . . . Sue Thompson . . . . . 941.350.9466
Parish Council . . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . . 941.366.4210
Rosary Makers . . . . . . . Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605
Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094
Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941-993-0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuart Love . . . . . . 941.780.7834
Witness to Love . . . . . . . Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes
St. Jude . . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.755.1826
St. Patrick . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . . . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . . . . 941.923.1691
St. Joseph . . . . . . . . . Bradenton . . . . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . . . 941.752.6770
Bishop Nevins Academy
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School . . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy . . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

All are welcome! Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn
with participants, a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am • St. Martha Conference Room

HELP WANTED
Offertory Counters

St. Martha Parish is in need of Offertory Counters
to join the counting team - some financial experience is helpful.

For More Info, Contact Samantha
941-366.4210 ext 3251
smdonald@stmartha.org
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Sun, June 8 .......... Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23
7:30am.......[GS]....Ryan Halstead by Mom
9:00am.......[GR]....Lillian Massara by Aldo
10:30am.....[JR] ....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[FS] ....Lillian Massara by Aldo Massara
12:00pm.....[]........(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[JR] ....L & D Mbrs of the Burch Fam. by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, June 9......... Gn 3:9-15, 20; Jn 19:25-34
7:30am.......[GS]....L & D Mbrs of the Jankowski Family by Marcia Derck
8:30am.......[JR] ....Rose Mary Bond by Elizabeth Moreland
12:00pm.....[GS]....Camille Ferrara by Cathy and George Phillips

Tue, June 10 ........ 2 Cor 1:18-22; Mt 5:13-16
7:30am.......[GR]....(L) Fr. Wojciech Stachura, S. A. C. by David & Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[JR] ....Shawn Kelly by Ann Proctor
12:00pm.....[JR] ....Oscar Monet by Evelyn

Wed, June 11....... Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Mt 5:17-19
7:30am.......[JR] ....Loretta Wilkens by Claire Collins
8:30am.......[GR]....Fr. Patrick Wilson by John Corey
12:00pm.....[GS]....Jozef Szczawinski by the Ducikovacik Family

Thu, June 12 ........ 2 Cor 3:15–4:1, 3-6; Mt 5:20-26
7:30pm.......[JV].....Holy Souls in Purgatory by John Iacopelli
8:30pm.......[JR] ....The Family of Rose Ferina by Judy and Jimmy Contino
12:00pm.....[FS] ....Gertrude Cywinski by the Heibel Family

Fri, June 13 .......2 Cor 4:7-15; Mt 5:27-32
7:30am.......[GS]....(L) Suzanne Owens by Marge and Paul Lortie
8:30am.......[FS] ....Jennifer Carabetta by Jean Berkey
12:00pm.....[GR]....Merelyn O’Donnell by Ed and Jimmie Schellinger

Sat, June 14......... 2 Cor 5:14-21; Mt 5:33-37
7:30am.......[JV].....Henry Blake by David and Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[JR] ....Merelyn O’Donnell by Ed and Jimmie Schellinger
4:00pm.......[FS] ....John Lloyd Parsley by Lori Ann Marcini
5:30pm.......[GR]....Margaret and Ben Becker by Jeff Becker

Sun, June 15 ........ Prv 8:22-31; Rom 5:1-5; Jn 16:12-15
7:30am.......[GR]....Ernest Maril by Molly Dooher and Henry Kahwaty
9:00am.......[GS]....(L) Rose Britinak
10:30am.....[FS] ....For All Parishioners
12:00pm.....[GR]....(L) Fiorella Duarte by Adriana
12:00pm.....[JV].....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
5:30pm.......[GS]....James Falduto by Stephanie and John Iacopelli

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV)
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Weekly Mass Intentions
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Samuel L. Cione, Parishioner

Many of us share the values of faith, family, and financial security. 
At Integrity Wealth Management Inc., we understand the importance 

of creating your financial plan to align with your values.

Finding Financial Peace: 
Stewardship and Security

9 41 . 9 5 5 . 2 7 0 0  •  w w w. I W M F L . co m
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Medicare 
AdvantageHMO 

Plans
Cell: 941-504-6540
E: gcain@freedomh.com

   
  

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in Freedom 
Health depends on contract renewal.        H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

            
         

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/TDD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm
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