


Our Pastor, Father George

August 17, 2025 - The 20th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Today’s Sermon from Father George

Some statements in today’s gospel reading seem to be radically 
different from the usual, positive and merciful Good News, in which 
Jesus reveals love and goodness. There are at least three radical 
statements in today’s Gospel passage.

The first one is: I have come to bring fire to the earth. Jesus brings 
fire? What fire? The Holy Spirit? Burning fire of purification from sin? 
Fire of destruction? Is it possible that Jesus would say something 
opposite to His usual message of love, peace and forgiveness? 
Surely, that would stand against His Good News message: love one 
another as I have loved you.

Then he said, There is a baptism 
I must still receive, and how 
great is my distress till it is 
over! It sounds like Jesus is 
impatient and cannot wait to 
do what is before Him. His inner 
peace is disturbed. Yet, He said 
many times that He came to 
do God’s will, not His own. He 
said that He loves the Father 
in heaven who wants to save 
the world. He also said that He 
came to build the kingdom of 

God, which will give salvation to sinners. So why is He distressed 
and what baptism is He talking about?

The third, which sounds like a contradiction to His general message 
of peace, Jesus says: Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace 
on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. How is that comparing 
to His other statement saying: Father I pray that they will be one, 
as You are one in Me and I am in You. On the one hand He seems to 
want division, and yet on the other hand He prays for unity.

I think that what Jesus is doing, is in fact exposing our human  
weaknesses and showing how disturbing or even destructive  
they can be.  

He wants to bring fire to the earth because people become  
lukewarm and indifferent, and He tells us to wake up from our  
spiritual sleep and to revive our faith and love to God.

A baptism He must receive, and how He is distressed till it is over 
refers to sin and sinners. When we fall into sin, Jesus is impatient to 
see us freed from it. He reminds us that He dies for our sins, and He 
wants sin to be defeated and destroyed. He does not want to give 
sin any time to disrupt a harmonious life or destroy anybody’s soul.

When He says that He brings rather division than peace on earth, 
He teaches us about the radicalism of believing. He gives us  
confidence by telling us how powerful the faith in God is, yet it  
will divide families and societies. When we truly believe in God and  
follow God’s ways, others may turn against us because they will 

“ He wants to bring fire 

to the earth because 

people become lukewarm 

and indifferent, and  

He tells us to wake up ... .” 

–Father George

continued  k

From Father George:
The Last Supper wall hanging - which used 
to hang in the Eucharistic Chapel and which 
depicts the faithfulness of the Church in  
celebrating the Eucharist from the Last Supper 
until the present age, was painted by  
Fr. Anthony Pastucci in 1988, while he was 
parochial vicar at St. Martha Parish. It went 
through a thorough cleaning and renovation 
recently and since the Tabernacle was moved 

to a different place, it makes sense to hang it almost above the  
Tabernacle in full view and for the benefit of the whole  
congregation. The left side of the sanctuary draws attention to 
the Blessed Sacrament stored in the Tabernacle and additionally 
marked by this Last Supper wall hanging.                                                                 

Stations of the Cross  - are now being cleaned and treated. They  
will be back soon in their places. 

Next Sunday, August 24, 2025, is the 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

Prayer Intention for August 2025 - For mutual coexistence 
Let us pray that societies where coexistence seems more  

difficult might not succumb to the temptation of confrontation for 
ethnic, political, religious, or ideological reasons.

notice how different we become. Evil cannot be reconciled with 
love, lies cannot exist together with truth.

Jesus provokes certain urgency. The words: fire to the earth, I am  
in distress until this is all over, I bring division, are to motivate in  
us an energetic and radical decision to follow Christ and to love  
His cross. His baptism, which He speaks about, is His saving  
cross, which He tells us to love as something very precious but 
something that will cost us. 

 l Sunday Sermon continued from previous column



A CATHOLIC MARRIAGE 
CONFERENCE THAT 
INSPIRES SPOUSES AND 
EMPOWERS PARENTS

OCTOBER 18, 2025 | 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
ST. JOHN XXIII CATHOLIC CHURCH

FORT MYERS, FL

REGISTRATION
Couple $64 | Childcare $5/child

Register by September 8 to grab an Early Bird discount!

TOGETHERINHOLINESS.ORG/VENICE
For more information or to register, visit:

PRESENTED BY



Women’s evening
Bible Study

Location: Conference Room of Shelby Library, downtown Sarasota

We  m e e t  o n c e  a  m o n t h  ye a r-
ro u n d ,

 f ro m  5 : 3 0 p m  –  7 : 0 0 p m
I f  yo u  wo u ld  l i ke  to  j o i n  t h e

g ro u p  o r fo r m o re
i n fo r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t :  Perl a
Joh n s o n ,  Te l :  9 7 2  3 2 2  1 0 9 5 ,

p s a r a b i a j 8 8 @ g m a i l . c o m



Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.484.9543
Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Dn. Vern Smith  .  .  .  .     dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Joan Pierse  .  .  .  .  .  .       941.366.4210 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .       .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Thomas Varas  .  .  .  .  .      tvaras@stmartha.org 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc. Pat Macaulay  .  .  .    dpat@novavista.com 
Finance Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Emil Efthimides  
Family Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Gary Kerschner  .  .  .  .     fmosm@comcast.net 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .   Tony Cocco, Chair  .  .  .    941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .      Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .  .      941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  .  .  .  .  .     Tom Gillis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        941.400.6991 
Lectors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            Dc. Pat Macaulay  .  .  .    dcpatrick@stmartha.org 
O.C.I.A.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sue Thompson  .   .   .   .   . 941.350.9466 
Parish Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .  .      941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4210 
Rosary Makers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes .  .  .  .    Peggy Kerwin  .  .  .  .  .      941.748.0094 
Ushers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            Steve Mislyan  .  .  .  .  .      941-993-0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  .  .  .  .    Stuart Love  .  .  .  .  .  .       941.780.7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941.960.5128
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .  .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  .  .  .   Longboat Key  .  .  .  .  .      941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel .  .  .   Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  .  .  .  .    Lakewood Ranch  .  .  .    941.752.6770
Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .  .  .  .  .  .  .        941.371.4917

Wedding Banns
Derek Natiello & Samantha Duignan (2)

 All are welcome! Bring your Bible and a desire to share and learn  
with participants, a facilitator, and parishioner Lindy Donahue.  

Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am • St. Martha Conference Room



Sun, Aug 17. . . .     Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Heb 12:1-4;  
                         Lk 12:49-53 
7:30am........[JV]. .   Ryan Halstead by Mom 
9:00am........[GS]. .   Fr. Patrick Wilson by John Corey 
10:30am......[GS]. .   For All Parishioners 
12:00pm......[FS]. .   Frank Coppa by Marge Coppa 
12:00pm......[JV]. .   (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm........[JR]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, Aug 18 . . .    Jgs 2:11-19; Mt 19:16-22 
7:30am........[GR]. .   (L) Anaya Singh by Sandra Morales 
8:30am........[JR]. .   R D and Ceceilia Kelly & Fams. by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 
12:00pm......[JV]. .   Dick Bykowski by Helene and Larry

Tue, Aug 19 . . . .     Jgs 6:11-24a; Mt 19:23-30 
7:30am........[GR]. .   Mary V. by Tim Downey 
8:30am........[GR]. .   For a Greater Respect for all Human Life 
12:00pm......[JV]. .   Irene Carrulo by Ralph Carrulo

Wed, Aug 20 . . .    Jgs 9:6-15; Mt 20:1-16 
7:30am........[JR]. .   Stephen Auditore by John 
8:30am........[GR]. .   Rado and Bosko by Ljubica Plisic  
12:00pm......[JR]. .   William Persico by Nancy Drauden

Thu, Aug 21. . . .     Jgs 11:29-39a; Mt 22:1-14 
7:30am........[GR]. .   Salvatore Iacopelli by John and Stephanie Iacopelli 
8:30am........[JR]. .   Richard Moran by the Family 
12:00pm......[FS]. .   Honey Gfroerer by Jackie Halstead

Fri, Aug 22. . . . .      Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Mt 22:34-40 
7:30am........[JR]. .   (L) Dr. John Sullivan by Joshua and Tabitha Cascio 
8:30am........[FS]. .   Joe Spino by Terry 
12:00pm......[GR]. .   (L) Rob Archangel by Jennifer Archangel

Sat, Aug 23 . . . .     Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17; Mt 23:1-12 
7:30am........[JV]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Furman Family by Melissa Furman  
8:30am........[FS]. .   Rose Mary Bond by Elizabeth Moreland 
4:00pm........[GR]. .   (L) Aldo C. Zucaro by Cathy Giblin 
5:30pm........[JR]. .   Joseph K. Zawasky by Elizabeth

Sun, Aug 24. . . .     Is 66:18-21; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; Lk 13:22-30 
7:30am........[JV]. .   Tim Simenson by the Rutkowski Family 
9:00am........[GR]. .   John Knoll by Mike Hargarter 
10:30am......[FS]. .   For All Parishioners 
12:00pm......[JR]. .   Laura Gargour by Aldo Massara 
12:00pm......[JV]. .   (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm........[JR]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)



Florida
CatholicMatch.com/FL
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Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  
Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 
specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 
www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!
4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

 800.809.3570
md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

CALL NOW!

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St 

 941.906.9575
CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS
& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx 
xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx
xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx

Building Materials • Furniture 
Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Have large items to donate? 
Call to schedule your free pick up.

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

www.PelicanRoofingFL.com 
Roof Replacement & Repair • Tile • Metal • Shingle • Flat 

CCC1331203
CRC1330184
CCC1332369

Anthony Izzo 941.932.2638

Residential Roofing Experts 
2nd 

Generation 
Company

941.699.6198
CustomerService@CallSmartMoove.com

www.CallSmartMoove.com

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

At Palms Memorial Park
941.371.4962

170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

At Wiegand Chapel
941.921.5755

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com
Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Veteran Preplanning 
Discount Available

Serving Your Funeral Home & 
Cemetery Needs Throughout 
Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your 
loved one is in another state, we can 

accommodate this need.

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mark Hiller

mhiller@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2692

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care

All Inclusive Event Venue 
Ideal for: Weddings, Quinceañera, 

Sweet 16, Corporate and More 

941.392.0577
LaGranMansionFL.com 

Info@lagranmansionfl.com

BANQUETS & EVENTS
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Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman
941-366-5476

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 

Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

DAVID M. 
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102 
University Park, FL 34201 

Tel 941.360.2255 
www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

Wills and Trusts 
Admitted in NY and FL

Robert J. Hoffman, Esquire

1330 Main Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

(941) 323-9547
robertjhoffmanattorneyatlaw.com

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations
(941) 366-5510

tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 
CHIHA

Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  
WE’LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Hablamos Español
Sarasota

BERNARD F. WALSH
(941) 

907-3088

Accident Law
JusticePays.com

Attorney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.
(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

2033 Main Street, Suite 103
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.362.0700
gulfcoastwealthadvisors.com

Jeff LaBelle is an Investment Advisory Representative of Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. is not affiliated with Gulf Coast 
Wealth Advisors. Investment Advisory Services are offered through Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., a US SEC Registered Investment Advisor, 1201 N. 
Orange St., Suite 729, Wilmington, DE 19801. Realta Wealth is the trade name for the Realta Wealth Companies. The Realta Wealth Companies are Realta 
Equities, Inc., Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., and Realta Insurance Services, which consist of several affiliated insurance agencies.

We specialize in PROTECTING 
AND GROWING your wealth! 

FIDUCIARY PLANNING
Jeff LaBelle

St. Martha’s Parishioner for over 30 years

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain 
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER
Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999


