


2 St Martha Catholic Church  •  Serving Sarasota Since 1913

Our Pastor, Father George

September 28, 2025  

26th Sunday Ordinary Time 

by Fr. George 

This parable of a rich man and Lazarus is neither criticism of 

richness nor praising of poverty. This parable teaches us that there 

are eternal consequences of what we do in this life on earth. The 

parable means to give warning as to what are the consequences  

of our actions after death. God decides about people’s ultimate  

destiny through his fair and merciful judgment giving back to  

everyone what they deserve. Indeed, God rewards earthly  

su�ering with heavenly happiness, like in the case of Lazarus  

who su�ered hunger on earth, and God punishes an earthly  

selfish lifestyle with eternal condemnation, like in case of the  

rich man who ignored the poor man at his door. 

This means that instead of being afraid of dying and of being  

uncertain about eternity, we can already multiply love on earth.  

Jesus warns us and motivates us to be sensitive and to show  

charity, which will be rewarded in heaven. Jesus also wants us to 

believe in God the Father, who is in heaven. Our conduct and  

actions here on earth have a bearing in the heavenly kingdom.  

Jesus wants us to remember this and become the people of  

charity. Loving God loves loving people.

St. Vincent de Paul, a French priest from the 17th Century, whose 

feast day is on September 27, was a man who multiplied love on 

earth and changed people’s lives. After a ministry among  

neglected peasants and convicts in the hulks, he dedicated his 

whole life to the service of the poor. He organized groups of lay  

people for charitable work. He founded the Congregation of the 

Mission. With St. Louise de Marillac, he founded the Daughters  

of Charity who are now found all over the world. The name of  

St. Vincent de Paul is well known from SVP, a charitable society  

of lay people committed and organized to bring help and relive to 

the poor among us. Our regular Caritas collections in St. Martha’s 

parish are being used for similar purposes; they serve the people  

in need. We also cooperate with Resurrection House and with  

The Salvation Army to show and promote charity in our society.

A film, A Christmas Carol  based on Charles Dickens novel, gives  

us a perfect example of how important are things that we do on 

earth for our life in heaven. When Ebenezer Scrooge, led by one  

of the ghosts who appeared to him during the night before  

Christmas and took him into the future to see his own funeral,  

which was attended only by one or two members of his family 

standing there at his graveside, he was upset. Then in the next 

scene he was shown his family gathering, after his death, at his 

nephew’s home, and he saw them joking, laughing and telling  

themselves funny stories about him and his mean life. He realized 

then that nobody missed him. He was also shown his poor debtors 

dancing in the street in front of his house rejoicing at his death, 

Notes From Fr George:

40 Days for Life kicks o� Wednesday, 

September 24 - Join us on the sidewalk! 

40 Days for Life proves that with God all 

things are possible. 40 days for Life is an 

international 40-day campaign that aims 

to end abortion locally through prayer 

and fasting, community outreach, and a 

peaceful all-day vigil in front of abortion 

businesses. Join this worldwide prayer 

campaign to end abortion in the Diocese of Venice, September 24 to 

November 2, 2025. To learn more about how to support or participate in 

40 Days for Life in Southwest Florida, contact Tavia Ames, 941.441.1101.

Fr. Jan Rykala is leaving St. Martha parish – On my behalf and on 

behalf of the parish I thank Fr. Jan for his hard work in preaching the 

word of God, in celebrating the sacraments of the Church, in School, 

in Hospital and for his County Jail ministry as well as his Biblical 

apostolate. May God bless him in his new assignment.

St. Martha’s parish prays the Rosary – as part of the Diocesan 

Rosary Congress (October 4-10, 2025). We invite everyone to join the 

prayer of the Rosary for Pope Leo XIV…for his good health, for his 

holiness, and that his Pontificate bears much good fruit.  This 

will take place during the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on 

Tuesday, October 7 at 9am, 10am, 11am and 6pm, 7pm, 8pm. 

Next Sunday, , October 5, 2025, is the 27th Sunday in Ordinary.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 

Father George

This Week’s Sermon

which freed them from the financial burden, which he kept them 

in with satisfaction. Then he felt the weight of this long, heavy 

chain, which was tied around his feet; he was frightened by this 

eternal punishment which he was to su�er for his earthly pride, 

meanness and selfishness. Next, he was taken again into the future 

and shown a small grave of a boy, his employee’s son who was ill, 

and, since  his family couldn’t a�ord doctors or even medication 

he died. Scrooge was moved and devastated to see it, but he also 

realized that it was all his fault.  He paid his employee so little for his 

work that the man wasn’t able to help his own child and the poor 

child died in the end. That was a decisive moment when Ebenezer 

Scrooge changed.

He was shown the future consequences of his unchristian life as we 

are shown today, in the gospel parable, the future consequences of 

the rich man’s selfish life and the reward of Lazarus’ poverty. Here 

is the warning for us, against our pride and selfishness; here is 

the instruction for solidarity and sensitivity. Here is an invitation to 

multiply love on earth as Jesus did, love without prejudice.

Sunday Sermon continued

Sunday Sermon continued k
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From the Diocese

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The theme for Respect Life this year is Life: Our Sign of Hope, chosen by 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ and reflects the ongoing 
Jubilee Year of Hope. It is a time to more deeply consider why every human 
life is valuable and reflect on how to build a culture that protects life from 
conception to natural death.

Each year on Respect Life Sunday, the first weekend in October, Parishes 
across the Diocese of Venice conduct a special second collection to support 
this life affirming work. These funds facilitate the Church’s witness as a faith 
community to life in southwest Florida.

Please continue to pray for a greater respect and appreciation for all human 
life, especially those whose goodness, value, and dignity are undermined. 
Your generosity in supporting this collection assists the Diocesan Respect Life 
Office to maintain programs, including the USCCB’s Walking with Moms in 
Need, Project Rachel, and Catholic Days at the Capitol. The Respect Life Office 
also works with students and youth groups to support life and build Catholic 
leaders in our community through clubs and events.

Let us remain united in prayer and action. May God bless you for your 
dedication and generosity!

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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fiat ministries
DISCERNMENT RETREATDISCERNMENT RETREAT

Call ing al l  s ingle  women,  ages 18-30!  You are invited to attend the

upcoming Fiat  Ministries  Discernment Retreat  at  Our Lady of  Perpetual

Help Retreat and Spirituality  Center in Venice,  FL .  This  retreat  is  led by

Team Fiat,  a  dynamic group of  lay  women passionate about supporting

other  young women.  Team Fiat  partners  with consecrated rel igious siste rs

from various communities  who assist  at  the retreat  by giving talks,  leading

small  groups,  giving their  testimonies,  and providing a  joyful  witness of

what it  means to be a  consecrated rel igious sister.  Join us in seeking God's

will  for  your l i fe!  The cost  to  attend is  $50 .  

DIOCESE OF VENICE, FLORIDA

OCTOBER 10 -  12 ,  2025

R E G I S T E R  A T

F I A T M I N I S T R I E S . O R G / R E T R E A T

O R  B Y  S C A N N I N G  T H E  Q R  C O D E

F O L L O W  U S !  @ F I A T _ M I N I S T R I E S

Are you looking for a way to serve our community? 
Herrig Caritas is seeking volunteers for: 

Tuesday and/or Friday 9-10:30am 
If you are interested or would like more information, 

please contact Tony Cocco at 941.504.6960.

Thank you for your generosity and support!

Volunteers Needed

Volunteer & Donation Opportunit ies
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Events & Activit ies

Wedding Banns
Ethan Petroka & Marisa Turner (2)
 Carl Rausa & Marlise Gravina (2)
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If being part of that community of Vincentians who go to the  
poor interests you, we invite you to join us.  

Call the Incarnation parish office 941.921.6631  
or come to one of our meetings on the last  

Monday of each month at 6:30pm. 

The harvest is indeed great, but more laborers are needed.

Go to the poor and you will find God.
– St. Vincent dePaul  •  That is the Vincentian Mission.

It is said that no form of charity is foreign  
to the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

Sun, Sep 28 . . . . Am 6:1a, 4-7; 1 Tm 6:11-16; Lk 16:19-31 

7:30am .......[GS] . . (L) Erick Dunn by Rita Dunn 

9:00am .......[FS] . . (L) Paula Shigley by Marge and Paul Lortie 

9:00am .......[JR] . . (Hall) Claudette Wozniak by Patricia and Joe 

10:30am .....[GS] . . For All Parishioners 

12:00pm .....[JR] . . (L) Fiorella Duarte by Adriana 

12:00pm .....[JV] . . (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 

5:30pm .......[GS] . . L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, Sep 29 . . . . Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Jn 1:47-51 

7:30am .......[JV] . . John & Vena Kelly & Fams. by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 

8:30am .......[GS] . . Fabie Nader by Tina Mroczkowski 

12:00pm .....[GS] . . (L) Gemma and Phyllis Sartori by Mom

Tue, Sep 30  . . . . Zec 8:20-23; Lk 9:51-56 

7:30am .......[GR] . . Grace Hipp by David and Paula Shigley 

8:30am .......[JV] . . (L) Gemma and Phyllis Sartori by Mom 

12:00pm .....[GS] . . Vincent Ross by the Mitten Family

Wed, Oct 1 . . . . . Neh 2:1-8; Lk 9:57-62 

7:30am .......[GR] . . Essbauer & Fleischmann & Fams.  

                         by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 

8:30am .......[GR] . . Fred Waterhouse by John Iacopelli  

12:00pm .....[GS] . . Barbara Maggio by James Maggio

Thu, Oct 2  . . . . . Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Mt 18:1-5, 10 

7:30am .......[JV] . . Charles Koenig by Sharon Koenig 

8:30am .......[GR] . . Don D. Canfield by Janet Canfield-Long 

12:00pm .....[FS] . . (L) Dylan Duarte by Adriana

Fri, Oct 3 ..  . . . . . Bar 1:15-22; Lk 10:13-16 

7:30am .......[GS] . . Jon Deacon by Claire Collins 

8:30am .......[FS] . . Marek Jachyra by Joseph Albano 

12:00pm .....[GR] . . Angie Orlando by Mike Orlando 

7:30pm .......[JV] . . (Vietnamese) Special Intentions

Sat, Oct 4 . . . . . . Bar 4:5-12, 27-29; Lk 10:17-24 

7:30am .......[JV] . . (L) Minnie Coleman by Paula and David Shigley 

8:30am .......[GS] . . Jim Meade by Claire Meade 

4:00pm .......[FS] . . Roland Kruse by his Wife 

5:30pm .......[GR] . . Brian Kneafsey by Marilyn Kneafsey

Sun, Oct 5  . . . . . Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 

7:30am .......[GS] . . Ryan Halstead by Mom 

9:00am .......[GS] . . Peter Doherty by Susan and Michael Hunter 

9:00am .......[GR] . . (Hall) (L) Brother Pius by Rita Dunn 

10:30am .....[FS] . . For All Parishioners 

12:00pm .....[GR] . . Saverio Naglieri by Ida Naglieri 

12:00pm .....[JV] . . (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 

5:30pm .......[GR] . . Gerald J. Boryszewski, Jr. by the Family

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)
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Events & Activit ies

A CATHOLIC MARRIAGE 
CONFERENCE THAT 
INSPIRES SPOUSES AND 
EMPOWERS PARENTS

OCTOBER 18, 2025 | 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
ST. JOHN XXIII CATHOLIC CHURCH

FORT MYERS, FL

REGISTRATION
Couple $64 | Childcare $5/child

Register by September 8 to grab an Early Bird discount!

TOGETHERINHOLINESS.ORG/VENICE
For more information or to register, visit:

PRESENTED BY

Kids Corner



9StMartha.org  •  941.366.4210

September 28, 2025St Martha Catholic School



10 St Martha Catholic Church  •  Serving Sarasota Since 1913

Important Information

Diocese of Venice  

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 

Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 

Catholic Charities . . . . . . Joan Pierse  . . . . . . 941.366.4210 

Community Pregnancy Clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 

Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 

Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Thomas Varas  . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org 

Eucharist Adoration .  .  .  .  .  Parish OfÚce .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 

Extraordinary Ministers .  .  .  Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dpat@novavista.com 

Finance Council . . . . . . . Emil Efthimides  . . . . ede24@usa.com 

Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner  . . . . fmosm@comcast.net 

Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 

Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 

Knights of Columbus  . . . . Dale Thompson  . . . .  941-350-9010 

Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . Dc. Pat Macaulay  . . . dcpatrick@stmartha.org 

O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Patricia Sileo  . . . . . 941.366.4210 

Parish Council  . . . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 

Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish OfÚce .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 

Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 

Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 

Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan  . . . . . 941-993-0997 

Volunteer Coordinator  . . . Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 

Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 

St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.955.3934 

Christ the King  . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.924.2777 

Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.921.6631 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.755.1826 

St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.378.1703 

St. Mary Star of the Sea  . . Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 

St. Thomas More  . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.923.1691 

St. Joseph  . . . . . . . . . Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 

St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 

Our Lady of the Angels  . . . Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  

4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 

St. Martha Catholic School .  .  Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181 

St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

Important Contact Information
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Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
 1990 Main St., Ste 750  1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
 Sarasota, FL 34236 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman

941-366-5476
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 
Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

DAVID M. 
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102 
University Park, FL 34201 

Tel 941.360.2255 
www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

Wills and Trusts 
Admitted in NY and FL

Robert J. Ho�man, Esquire

1330 Main Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

(941) 323-9547
robertjho�manattorneyatlaw.com

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI

Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations

(941) 366-5510
tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 

CHIHA
Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  

WE’LL COME TO YOU!

IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

• All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Hablamos Español
Sarasota

BERNARD F. WALSH
(941) 

907-3088

Accident Law

JusticePays.com

A�orney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.

(941) 366-3282
Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

2033 Main Street, Suite 103
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.362.0700
gulfcoastwealthadvisors.com

Jeff LaBelle is an Investment Advisory Representative of Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. is not affiliated with Gulf Coast 
Wealth Advisors. Investment Advisory Services are offered through Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., a US SEC Registered Investment Advisor, 1201 N. 
Orange St., Suite 729, Wilmington, DE 19801. Realta Wealth is the trade name for the Realta Wealth Companies. The Realta Wealth Companies are Realta 
Equities, Inc., Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., and Realta Insurance Services, which consist of several affiliated insurance agencies.

We specialize in PROTECTING 
AND GROWING your wealth! 

FIDUCIARY PLANNING
Jeff LaBelle

St. Martha’s Parishioner for over 30 years

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Office: 941-708-0850

Member Services: 1-800-401-2740

TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain 

Benefit Consultant Manatee, 

Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER

Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999
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Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  

Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 

specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 

www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 

Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert

 800.809.3570
md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting at

CALL NOW!

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota

1553 Main St 
 941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 

Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS

NO INJECTIONS

& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park

1215 S. East Avenue

Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx 
xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx
Building Materials • Furniture 

Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Have large items to donate? 
Call to schedule your free pick up.

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 

Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

www.PelicanRoofingFL.com 
Roof Replacement & Repair • Tile • Metal • Shingle • Flat 

CCC1331203

CRC1330184

CCC1332369

Anthony Izzo 941.932.2638

Residential Roofing Experts 
2nd 

Generation 
Company

941.699.6198
CustomerService@CallSmartMoove.com

www.CallSmartMoove.com

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

941.955.4171

ToaleBrothers.com

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care

All Inclusive Event Venue 

Ideal for: Weddings, 
Quinceañera, Sweet 16, 

Corporate Meetings and More 

941.392.0577

B A N Q U E TS  &  E V E N TS

LaGranMansionFL.com • Info@lagranmansionfl.com

Follow us on

At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue

Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com
Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Veteran Preplanning 

Discount Available

Serving Your Funeral Home & 

Cemetery Needs Throughout 

Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your 
loved one is in another state, we can 

accommodate this need.

Experienced Attorneys  
Who Get Results 

1626 Ringling Blvd Suite 300 
Sarasota, FL 34236

941.366.8888

We Fight To 

Make It Right

PERSONAL INJURY • WRONGFUL DEATH 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE

OTHER LITIGATION


