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Our Pastor, Father George

October 12, 2025  

28th Sunday Ordinary Time - Luke 17: 11-19 

by Deacon Bob 

Often throughout our lives we wonder why we have not seen 

miracles. But at the same time, all of us have had an experience of a 

family member or have heard told of a friend or acquaintance’s  

family member being cured of a sickness that science cannot 

explain. Maybe at the time we gave credit where credit is due: to 

Our Lord our God, but at other times we forget about His miraculous 

intercessions into our lives. Today’s First Reading and the Gospel 

talk about God healing lepers. When we are reminded of stories 

like these, we have tendency to recreate the dots to those physical 

miracles God has provided us in our lives. But as amazing as these 

miracles are, they are not the greatest miracles we encounter. 

Every cleric is required to do morning prayer every day. Part of the 

daily prayer is to recite the Canticle of Zechariah. In the Canticle, 

part of it goes: and you my child shall be called the prophet of the 

Most High, for you will go before the Lord, to prepare His way, to give 

His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of sins.  

This is the TRUE MIRACLE that we can receive from God. Nothing we 

have screwed up with Him is not fixable and is guaranteed to be 

forgiven if only we ask Him with a contrite heart. 

At times we can reduce ourselves to tears on how we have let 

Jesus down throughout our lives. Sometimes we can’t even forgive 

ourselves. Yet God, the very second we have asked Him, has 

cleansed us just like those lepers. He forgives us even knowing in 

some instances, even though we are trying not to, we are going to 

jump right back into the leper pit! His love for us is that great, that 

awesome, and that unfailing! 

It should truly amaze us that no matter what knuckleheads we  

have been and are still going to be, He is right there willing to take 

us right back into His loving embrace with a simple heartfelt  

confession. The greatest miracle in the history of the world is right 

there in our grasp if we want to take it. 

The miracle only has one caveat. There is only one sin God will 

not forgive. Can we guess what it is? The answer: the one not 

confessed! That is the only one! We have the power to be with 

God always. It may be the only thing we have total control over in 

this entire world. I can only speak for myself, but I can be a huge 

knucklehead, but even I have control over my salvation! When I 

really mess things up all I have do is go and be heartfully sorry in 

confession and go to Mass and receive His Body and Blood in the 

Eucharist. He loves us so much; He allows us to control our eternal 

destiny with Him! He is so great, yet He allows us, as lowly as we 

are, to exercise the power to be with Him always till the end of the 

age. There is no greater miracle than that and far greater than  

having physical maladies cured. Jesus today is asking us to allow 

Him to cleanse us as well! The choice is ours if we want to be clean 

and be with Him. The miracle is ours for the taking.

Notes From Fr George:

The renovation of St. Martha’s Rectory 
is completed – and Fr. George and  
Fr. Gennadi have moved into their  
quarters. It is great to be back in our 
parish house, which is part of the parish 
campus and gives us excellent living 
conditions. We are grateful to Steve 
Anderson and his company for the work 
they have done to improve the state 
of our Rectory. We thank the Diocesan 

authorities who directed all the works, and we are especially  
grateful to all parishioners who regularly contribute towards the 
priest’s upkeep and the maintenance of our St. Martha’s campus. 
God bless you for it! Fr. Joseph likes to stay in his house, which used 
to be An Early Learning center. 

I would like to explain about the Caritas box collection and the 
Second Collection - The tradition of the Box Collection for Caritas 
on the first Sunday of the month remains the same as it has been for 
many years in St. Martha’ parish. It is apart from the Sundays when 
we are obliged by the Diocese of Venice to take a Second Collec-
tion for various causes. Normally our Bishop Frank Dewane writes 
about them in his letters, which we reprint in the Bulletin. Following 
the Diocesan auditor’s instruction, we faithfully take all Second 
Collections requested by the bishop. I didn’t think it was fair, though, 
to have both collections (Second Collection and the Caritas Box 
Collection) in addition to the main Sunday Collection on the same 
day. That is why we don’t do the Caritas Box Collection when there is 
to be a Second Collection. Unfortunately, it  happened twice recently 
that the day for the Second Collection fell on the first Sunday of the 
month; some parishioners got confused, and some parishioners still 
asked to have an opportunity to donate to Caritas. You can always 
put your Caritas donation into an envelope and place it in the  
Collection basket; it will be transferred to Caritas.

40 Days for Life kicks o� Wednesday, September 24 - Join us on 
the sidewalk! 40 Days for Life proves that with God all things are 
possible. 40 days for Life is an international 40-day campaign that 
aims to end abortion locally through prayer and fasting, community 
outreach, and a peaceful all-day vigil in front of abortion businesses. 
Join this worldwide prayer campaign to end abortion in the Diocese 
of Venice, September 24 to November 2, 2025. To learn more about 
how to support or participate in 40 Days for Life in Southwest  
Florida, contact Tavia Ames, 941.441.1101.

Pope Leo urges Catholics to pray a daily Rosary for Peace in 
October - to invoke God’s gift of peace. I invite everyone, each day  
of the coming month, to pray the Rosary for peace—personally, in  
the family, and in community.

Next Sunday, , October 19, 2025, is the 29th Sunday in Ordinary and 
the World Mission Sunday.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

This Week’s Sermon
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October 12, 2025Religious Education

 All are welcome! Bring your Bible!  
Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am • St. Martha Conference Room
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From the Diocese

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The theme for Respect Life this year is Life: Our Sign of Hope, chosen by 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ and reflects the ongoing 
Jubilee Year of Hope. It is a time to more deeply consider why every human 
life is valuable and reflect on how to build a culture that protects life from 
conception to natural death.

Each year on Respect Life Sunday, the first weekend in October, Parishes 
across the Diocese of Venice conduct a special second collection to support 
this life affirming work. These funds facilitate the Church’s witness as a faith 
community to life in southwest Florida.

Please continue to pray for a greater respect and appreciation for all human 
life, especially those whose goodness, value, and dignity are undermined. 
Your generosity in supporting this collection assists the Diocesan Respect Life 
Office to maintain programs, including the USCCB’s Walking with Moms in 
Need, Project Rachel, and Catholic Days at the Capitol. The Respect Life Office 
also works with students and youth groups to support life and build Catholic 
leaders in our community through clubs and events.

Let us remain united in prayer and action. May God bless you for your 
dedication and generosity!

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida



5StMartha.org  •  941.366.4210

October 12, 2025Volunteer & Donation Opportunit ies
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Events & Activit ies
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October 12, 2025Events & Activit ies

Sun, Oct 12 . . . .     2 Kgs 5:14-17; 2 Tm 2:8-13; Lk 17:11-19 

7:30am........[GR]. .   Sheila Heimbuch by Judy Mass 

9:00am........[FS]. .   Chet Horne by Joe Angelicola 

9:00am........[GS]. .   (Hall) Elena Ordonez by the Ordonez Family 

10:30am......[GR]. .   For All Parishioners 

12:00pm......[GS]. .   Humbert Naglieri by Ida Naglieri 

12:00pm......[JV]. .   (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 

5:30pm........[GS]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe

Mon, Oct 13. . . .     Rom 1:1-7; Lk 11:29-32 

7:30am........[] . . .    Jay Donahue by Terry and Lindy Donahue 

8:30am........[] . . .    Dolly Vattakkttil by Dennis Koppuzha

Tue, Oct 14. . . . .    Rom 1:16-25; Lk 11:37-41 

7:30am........[] . . .    (L) Veronica Costner by Marge and Paul Lortie 

8:30am........[] . . .    Fr. Patrick Wilson by Jean Berkey 

12:00pm......[] . . .    Robert Romaine by Gail and Fr. Bob Romaine

Wed, Oct 15. . . .     Rom 2:1-11; Lk 11:42-46 

7:30am........[] . . .    CJ & Verona Lambert & Fams by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 

8:30am........[] . . .    Dr. Antoan Batri by Magda Kovacik and Family 

12:00pm......[] . . .    Margaret Devine Horan by Maureen Devine

Thu, Oct 16. . . . .      Rom 3:21-30; Lk 11:47-54 

7:30am........[] . . .    Shirley Ann Horvation by Kevin Rutkowski 

8:30am........[] . . .    (L) Dennis Gillett by Gary and Patty Winkler 

12:00pm......[] . . .    Dick Fedelem by John and Gen Halk

Fri, Oct 17.. . . . .      Rom 4:1-8; Lk 12:1-7 

7:30am........[] . . .    Tom Patt by Paul and Marge Lortie 

8:30am........[] . . .    For a Greater Respect for all Human Life 

12:00pm......[] . . .    Frank Coppa by Marge Coppa

Sat, Oct 18. . . . .      2 Tm 4:10-17b; Lk 10:1-9 

7:30am........[] . . .    Anna Britanak by her Daughter 

8:30am........[] . . .    Lawrence Arronis by Tina Mroczkowski 

4:00pm........[] . . .    (L) John Lortie by Marge and Paul Lortie 

5:30pm........[] . . .    Edward Barrett by Beth and Ed Jeselson

Sun, Oct 19 . . . .     Ex 17:8-13; 2Tm 3:14–4:2; Lk 18:1-8 

7:30am........[] . . .    Ryan Halstead by Mom 

9:00am........[] . . .    Annette Barth by the Clergy 

9:00am........[] . . .    (Hall) (L) Fiorella Duarte by Adriana 

10:30am......[] . . .    For All Parishioners 

12:00pm......[] . . .    John Dooher by the Muessle Family 

12:00pm......[] . . .    (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 

5:30pm........[] . . .    L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe and Betty Plouffe 

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Jan (JR), Fr. Joseph (JV),  
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)

Wedding Banns
Gregory Moncayo & Danielle Cook(2)
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St Mary Academy

Kids Corner
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October 12, 2025St Martha Catholic School

Celebrating

ST. MARTHA CATHOLIC SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE
Monday, November 3, 2025

4380 Fruitville Rd. Sarasota, FL 34232 � (941) 953-4181

www.stmarthaschool.net

PK 3 - 8th Grade
Parish Religious Ed Families

Fa ith
� Know ledge � Serv ice

Please Join Us
between 8:15 a.m.

and 10:00 a.m.
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Important Information

Diocese of Venice  

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 

Altar Servers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Dn. Vern Smith  .  .  .  .     dcvern@stmartha.org 

Catholic Charities .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Diocese of Venice.  .  .  . 941.484.9543 

Community Pregnancy Clinics  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 

Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 

Choir/Cantor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Thomas Varas  .  .  .  .  .      tvaras@stmartha.org 

Eucharist Adoration .  .  .  .  .  Parish OfÚce .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 

Extraordinary Ministers .  .  .  Dc. Pat Macaulay  .  .  .    dpat@novavista.com 

Finance Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Emil Efthimides  .  .  .  .     ede24@usa.com 

Family Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Gary Kerschner  .  .  .  .     fmosm@comcast.net 

Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .   Tony Cocco, Chair  .  .  .    941.366.5620 

Hospitality Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .      Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .  .      941.321.2953 

Knights of Columbus  .  .  .  .  .     Dale Thompson  .  .  .  .      941-350-9010 

Lectors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            Dc. Pat Macaulay  .  .  .    dcpatrick@stmartha.org 

O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Patricia Sileo  .  .  .  .  .      941.366.4210 

Parish Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .  .      941.321.2953 

Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Parish OfÚce .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 

Rosary Makers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 

Solve Maternity Homes .  .  .  .    Peggy Kerwin  .  .  .  .  .      941.748.0094 

Ushers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            Steve Mislyan  .  .  .  .  .      941-993-0997 

Volunteer Coordinator  .  .  .  .    Stuart Love  .  .  .  .  .  .       941.780.7834 

Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 

St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.955.3934 

Christ the King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.924.2777 

Incarnation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.921.6631 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.755.1826 

St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.378.1703 

St. Mary Star of the Sea  .  .  .   Longboat Key  .  .  .  .  .      941.383.1255 

St. Thomas More  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.923.1691 

St. Joseph  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 

St. Michael the Archangel .  .  .   Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 

Our Lady of the Angels  .  .  .  .    Lakewood Ranch  .  .  .    941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  

4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 

St. Martha Catholic School .  .  Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181 

St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .  .  .  .  .  .  .        941.371.4917

Important Contact Information
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Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  

Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 

specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 

www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 

Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota

1553 Main St 
 941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 

Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS

NO INJECTIONS

& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park

1215 S. East Avenue

Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx 
xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx
Building Materials • Furniture 

Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Have large items to donate? 
Call to schedule your free pick up.

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 

Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

www.PelicanRoofingFL.com 
Roof Replacement & Repair • Tile • Metal • Shingle • Flat 

CCC1331203

CRC1330184

CCC1332369

Anthony Izzo 941.932.2638

Residential Roofing Experts 
2nd 

Generation 
Company

941.699.6198
CustomerService@CallSmartMoove.com

www.CallSmartMoove.com

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

941.955.4171

ToaleBrothers.com

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care

All Inclusive Event Venue 

Ideal for: Weddings, 
Quinceañera, Sweet 16, 

Corporate Meetings and More 

941.392.0577

B A N Q U E TS  &  E V E N TS

LaGranMansionFL.com • Info@lagranmansionfl.com

Follow us on

Experienced Attorneys  
Who Get Results 

1626 Ringling Blvd Suite 300 
Sarasota, FL 34236

941.366.8888

We Fight To 

Make It Right

PERSONAL INJURY • WRONGFUL DEATH 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE

OTHER LITIGATION

At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue

Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com
Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Veteran Preplanning 

Discount Available

Serving Your Funeral Home & 

Cemetery Needs Throughout 

Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your 
loved one is in another state, we can 

accommodate this need.
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Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman

941-366-5476
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 
Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

DAVID M. 
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102 
University Park, FL 34201 

Tel 941.360.2255 
www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

Wills and Trusts 
Admitted in NY and FL

Robert J. Ho�man, Esquire

1330 Main Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

(941) 323-9547
robertjho�manattorneyatlaw.com

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI

Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations

(941) 366-5510
tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 

CHIHA
Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  

WE’LL COME TO YOU!

IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Hablamos Español
Sarasota

BERNARD F. WALSH
(941) 

907-3088

Accident Law

JusticePays.com

A�orney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.

(941) 366-3282
Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

2033 Main Street, Suite 103
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.362.0700
gulfcoastwealthadvisors.com

Jeff LaBelle is an Investment Advisory Representative of Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. is not affiliated with Gulf Coast 
Wealth Advisors. Investment Advisory Services are offered through Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., a US SEC Registered Investment Advisor, 1201 N. 
Orange St., Suite 729, Wilmington, DE 19801. Realta Wealth is the trade name for the Realta Wealth Companies. The Realta Wealth Companies are Realta 
Equities, Inc., Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., and Realta Insurance Services, which consist of several affiliated insurance agencies.

We specialize in PROTECTING 
AND GROWING your wealth! 

FIDUCIARY PLANNING
Jeff LaBelle

St. Martha’s Parishioner for over 30 years

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Office: 941-708-0850

Member Services: 1-800-401-2740

TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain 

Benefit Consultant Manatee, 

Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER

Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999


