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Our Pastor, Father George

November 9, 2025 - 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time,  
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, Jn 2:13-22 

by Father Gennadi

Today we celebrate the anniversary of the dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica of St. John, which has a profound spiritual significance for all 
believers in Christ and is also an important symbol of the unity of the 
whole Church. Every year we turn our thoughts to this most important 
temple of Rome, called mother and head of all churches of Rome and 
the world. Let us think again about the meaning of today’s feast. At the 
beginning of my reflections, I would like to quote a poem by the Belarusian 
poet, Pavel Sakovich - Do not sell the house your parents owned. In the 
Belarusian mentality, the family home is of great importance. I have 
my parents’ home in Belarus, and it is a huge treasure for me; it is part 
of my identity. Here is an approximate translation of this poem.
I implore all of you, my sons, whatever hardship you may face, do not 
sell the house your parents owned — that money will not save you.
That money will not bring you any good, nor grant a moment’s  
peace to anyone; it will burn your hands like fire should, like some 
consuming plague begun.
Do not sell your cherished family home - it is no roadside shop for 
quick exchange; remember your parents’ kindness, wherever you 
may roam; their footprint on the threshold does not change.
The spirit of your ancestors, your kin, has settled in that house 
forevermore; the tiny flame still glows within, that Mother lit inside 
the kitchen’s core.
Do not sell the house your parents owned, for you will not live on 
without its grace; it will appear in dreams, forever shown, as long as 
you are in this world.
This poem shows the family home as a sanctuary of spiritual values; 
the author elevates the parents’ home to the rank of a sacred place. 
It is a sanctuary where the essence of the family and its history still 
lives, a spiritual center that must be preserved; this house cannot be 
sold. The parents’ home is the place where our heart is embedded, to 
which we want to return with the feeling that we will sit down at the 
table after the trip and be listened to. It is a place where we can tell 
stories, share impressions and experiences, gain strength to go on a 
journey again. It is a place about which we can say – we are at home 
and among our own.
Religious buildings and churches speak in the same way. They speak 
of human faith and of God Himself, whom Christians worship. The 
Church is the house of God, which by its very existence reminds us 
of the presence of the Lord among people. The Church is a place of 
refuge and spiritual refreshment for people on the path that is their 
lives. The walls of the churches tell each generation the story of God’s 
people and point to the existence of a reality that transcends the 
temporal world. This message calls people to reflect on their lives and 
to respond. And the answer is the attitude of making or strengthening 
one’s relationship with God.
Many of us want the Church to become a place where we feel at 
home. But, you can’t build a house without commitment, being just an 

Notes From Fr George:

Happy 65th Priesthood Anniversary  

Fr. Fausto Stampiglia! - May God 
Almighty bless Fr. Fausto in his priestly 
ministry! Together with him we thank 
God for many, many years of his service 
as priest in the Church, especially for 31 
years in St. Martha’s parish. Good health 
to you Fr. Fausto and God’s generous 
reward for your love of Christ on this 
special occasion.   

Annual Mission Appeal! - Our parish has been allocated to  
Sr. Maria’s Mission Appeal this year. She will talk to us at each  
Sunday Mass about her Congregation’s work in Guyana in Africa. 
Please check the details in the Bulletin.
Next Sunday, November 16, 2025, is the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, which was designated by late Pope Francis as the World Day  

of the Poor.
Pope Francis said: It will be a day that will help communities and 

each baptized person to reflect on how poverty is at the heart of the 

Gospel and on the fact that, as long as Lazarus lies at the door of our 

homes there can be no justice or social peace. This day will represent 

a genuine form of new evangelization which can renew the face of 

the Church as she perseveres in her perennial activity of pastoral 

conversion and witness to mercy.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George

This Week’s Sermon

Sunday Sermon continued k

observer standing at the door. That’s why it’s so important to cross the 
threshold, take a risk and get inside: there’s a place for everyone in 
this home – without exception.
The vision of the prophet Ezekiel shows the water flowing from under 
the threshold of the temple, which transforms and heals. Moreover, 
wherever it goes, there is an inexhaustible abundance of life. It is a 
story of the grace that God generously gives to those who come to 
eat in His home, to find rest and healing in it. Here, we draw on God’s 
power to pour it out into the world.
When we celebrate the anniversary of the dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica, which is the cathedral of the Bishop of Rome, we do not only 
mention an important historical event, which was the consecration of 
the first o�icially built Christian temple. This feast carries a  
theological message – the Church is a living body, a building erected 
on a solid foundation that nothing can disturb – it is Jesus Christ. On 
this foundation the building rises upwards – each of us is an essential 
part of it from the moment of baptism. There are no unnecessary 
bricks. That is why it is so important that our heart dwells in the Church 
as a community of believers, in which we can support each other.

Sunday Sermon continued
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November 9, 2025Religious Education

 All are welcome! Bring your Bible and a desire  
to share and learn with participants, a facilitator, and 

parishioner Lindy Donahue.  
Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am • St. Martha Conference Room
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From the Diocese

Are you looking for a way to serve our community? 
Herrig Caritas seeks volunteers: Tue and/or Fri 9-10:30am 

Interested/more info: Tony Cocco 941.504.6960.
Thank you for your generosity and support!

Volunteers Needed
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November 9, 2025Volunteer & Donation Opportunit ies

Wedding Banns

James Tran & Kandyce Lopez (3)

Ethan Petroka & Marisa Turner (3) 
Miguel Odon & Isabella Liberti (1)

Charles Baumann & Theresa Nguyen (1)



6 St Martha Catholic Church  •  Serving Sarasota Since 1913

Become a Natural Family Planning Practitioner! -  
St. Gianna Center for Women’s Health & Fertility Care  

offers a Nationally Accredited Education Program on  

November 15, at Most Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Gulfport.  

Scholarships available. The 13-month course is an empowering  

approach to women’s reproductive health. Contact Becky 

813.421.4625 or stgiannacenter.com/become-a-practitioner  

Questions Jim, gontis@dioceseofvenice.org, 941.486.4754.

Catholic Mass on Veterans Day - Tuesday, November 11, in  

the outdoor Amphitheater at Sarasota National Cemetery at 3pm. All 

are welcome to attend. If you are a member of the military, come, and 

wear your uniform! Opening ceremonies begin at 2:45pm.

Dilexi te - All are encouraged to read and embrace the first apostolic 

exhortation from Pope Leo XIV, Dilexi te, which invites all the faithful 

to renew their commitment and closeness to the poor. God’s love is 

vividly demonstrated by His protection of the weak and the poor, the 

Holy Father writes. Pope Leo goes further, reminding us of a simple 

truth ...love for our neighbor is tangible proof of the authenticity of  

our love for God. The message from the Holy Father is clear: Love 
for our neighbor, and charity, is not optional. Rather, it is an 

essential element and requirement of our Catholic faith.

Events & Activit ies
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November 9, 2025Events & Activit ies

Sun, Nov 9  . . . . . Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Cor 3:9c-11,  

                         16-17; Jn 2:13-22 

7:30am .......[GR] . . Lewis Schaffe by Bernatte Schaffe 

9:00am .......[GS] . . St. Martha’s Volunteers by the Clergy 

9:00am .......[FS] . . (Hall) (L) Fiorella Duarte by Adriana 

10:30am .....[GR] . . For All Parishioners 

12:00pm .....[FS] . . Frances Naglieri by Ida Naglieri 

12:00pm .....[JV] . . (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 

5:30pm .......[GS] . . L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Fam. by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Mon, Nov 10  . . . Wis 1:1-7; Lk 17:1-6 

7:30am .......[]  . . . Marquerite Romaine by Gail and Fr. Bob Romaine 

8:30am .......[]  . . . Fr. Patrick Wilson by Allie Freedman 

12:00pm .....[]  . . . Famiglia Scarongella by Carmela Scarongella

Tue, Nov 11 . . . . Wis 2:23–3:9; Lk 17:7-10 

7:30am .......[ ] . . . Katira Dobbins by Marge and Paul Lortie 

8:30am .......[]  . . . Stephen Nealon by Luisa Nealon 

12:00pm .....[]  . . . (L) Aldo C. Zucaro by Cathy Giblin

Wed, Nov 12  . . . Wis 6:1-11; Lk 17:11-19 

7:30am .......[]  . . . (L) The Montague Family by Marge and Paul Lortie 

8:30am .......[]  . . . Betty Larson by Annette Tyler 

12:00pm .....[]  . . . (L) Kelly Rizzo by WWP Thanksgiving

Thu, Nov 13  . . . Wis 7:22b—8:1; Lk 17:20-25 

7:30am .......[]  . . . (L) Ginger Evans by David and Paula Shigley 

8:30am .......[]  . . . (L) Raul Carrascal by Adriana 

12:00pm .....[]  . . . Alessandro Ross by The Sweet Sixteen

Fri, Nov 14 . . . . . Wis 13:1-9; Lk 17:26-37 

7:30am .......[]  . . . Famiglia Stragapede by Carmela Scarongella 

8:30am .......[]  . . . Guy LoCicero by Cedric and Paula Dendy 

12:00pm .....[]  . . . George Scherer by Jean Berkey

Sat, Nov 15 . . . . Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Lk 18:1-8 

7:30am .......[]  . . . (L) Alex Dunn by Rita Dunn 

8:30am .......[]  . . . In Thanksgiving by Joe and Nora Stephan 

4:00pm .......[]  . . . Roland Kruse by his Wife 

5:30pm .......[]  . . . Clara Doland by her Son

Sun, Nov 16  . . . Mal 3:19-20a; 2 Thes 3:7-12; Lk 21:5-19 

7:30am .......[]  . . . Ryan Halstead by Mom 

9:00am .......[]  . . . (L) The Valdivieso Family by Evelin Valdivieso 

9:00am .......[]  . . . (Hall) In Thanksgiving by Joe and Nora Stephan 

10:30am .....[]  . . . For All Parishioners 

12:00pm .....[]  . . . Joan Frazer by Claire Meade 

12:00pm .....[]  . . . (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 

5:30pm .......[]  . . . L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe 

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr Gennadi (GR)
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Kids Corner

 All are welcome! Bring your Bible!  
Call Lindy 724.263.8285 lindydonahue@mac.com

Emmaus Journey Bible Study  
Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am • St. Martha Conference Room

Events & Activit ies
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November 9, 2025St Martha Catholic School
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Important Information

Diocese of Venice  

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 

Altar Servers  . . . . . . . . Dn. Vern Smith  . . . . dcvern@stmartha.org 

Catholic Charities . . . . . . Diocese of Venice.  .  .  . 941.484.9543 

Community Pregnancy Clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 

Casa Santa Marta . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 

Choir/Cantor . . . . . . . . Thomas Varas  . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org 

Eucharist Adoration .  .  .  .  .  Parish OfÚce .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 

Extraordinary Ministers .  .  .  Dc Pat Macaulay .  .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha.org  

Finance Council . . . . . . . Emil Efthimides  . . . . ede24@usa.com 

Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner  . . . . Kerschg56@gmail.com 

Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  . . Tony Cocco, Chair  . . . 941.366.5620 

Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 

Knights of Columbus  . . . . Dale Thompson  . . . . 941.350.9010 

Lectors  . . . . . . . . . . . Randy Kelly  . . . . . . 510.853.0401 

O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Patricia Sileo  . . . . . 941.366.4210 

Parish Council  . . . . . . . Beth Cannata  . . . . . 941.321.2953 

Prayer Line . . . . . . . . . Parish OfÚce .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 

Rosary Makers  . . . . . . . Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 

Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin  . . . . . 941.748.0094 

Ushers  . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Mislyan  . . . . . 941.993.0997 

Volunteer Coordinator  . . . Stuart Love  . . . . . . 941.780.7834 

Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 

St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.955.3934 

Christ the King  . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.924.2777 

Incarnation . . . . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.921.6631 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.755.1826 

St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.378.1703 

St. Mary Star of the Sea  . . Longboat Key  . . . . . 941.383.1255 

St. Thomas More  . . . . . . Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.923.1691 

St. Joseph  . . . . . . . . . Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 

St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 

Our Lady of the Angels  . . . Lakewood Ranch  . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  

4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 

St. Martha Catholic School .  .  Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181 

St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . . . . 941.371.4917

Important Contact Information
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Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  

Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 

specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 

www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 

Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota

1553 Main St 
 941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 

Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS
& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park

1215 S. East Avenue

Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx 

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx

Building Materials • Furniture 

Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Have large items to donate? 
Call to schedule your free pick up.

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 

Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

941.699.6198
CustomerService@CallSmartMoove.com

www.CallSmartMoove.com

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

941.955.4171

ToaleBrothers.com

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care

All Inclusive Event Venue 

Ideal for: Weddings, 
Quinceañera, Sweet 16, 

Corporate Meetings and More 

941.392.0577

B A N Q U E TS  &  E V E N TS

LaGranMansionFL.com • Info@lagranmansionfl.com

Follow us on

At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue

Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com
Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Veteran Preplanning 

Discount Available

Serving Your Funeral Home & 

Cemetery Needs Throughout 

Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your 
loved one is in another state, we can 

accommodate this need.

CHUCK  

DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law

PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE
1626 Ringling Blvd,  

Sarasota FL 34236

ECD.LAW | CHUCK@ECD.LAW | 941-366-8888

Best Law Firms® 2025 Tier 1 in Sarasota for 
Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs
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Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
 1990 Main St., Ste 750  1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
 Sarasota, FL 34236 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman

941-366-5476
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 
Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

DAVID M. 
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102 
University Park, FL 34201 

Tel 941.360.2255 
www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

Wills and Trusts 
Admitted in NY and FL

Robert J. Ho�man, Esquire

1330 Main Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

(941) 323-9547
robertjho�manattorneyatlaw.com

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI

Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations

(941) 366-5510
tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 

CHIHA
Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  

WE’LL COME TO YOU!

IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

• All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Hablamos Español
Sarasota

BERNARD F. WALSH
(941) 

907-3088

Accident Law

JusticePays.com

A�orney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.

(941) 366-3282
Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

2033 Main Street, Suite 103
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.362.0700
gulfcoastwealthadvisors.com

Jeff LaBelle is an Investment Advisory Representative of Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. is not affiliated with Gulf Coast 
Wealth Advisors. Investment Advisory Services are offered through Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., a US SEC Registered Investment Advisor, 1201 N. 
Orange St., Suite 729, Wilmington, DE 19801. Realta Wealth is the trade name for the Realta Wealth Companies. The Realta Wealth Companies are Realta 
Equities, Inc., Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., and Realta Insurance Services, which consist of several affiliated insurance agencies.

We specialize in PROTECTING 
AND GROWING your wealth! 

FIDUCIARY PLANNING
Jeff LaBelle

St. Martha’s Parishioner for over 30 years

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Office: 941-708-0850

Member Services: 1-800-401-2740

TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain 

Benefit Consultant Manatee, 

Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER

Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999


