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Our Pastor, Father George

December 14, 2025 -  Third Sunday of Advent 

by Father Gennadi

Today is the third Sunday of Advent—the Sunday of Joy. Joy begins in 

our hearts through the Truth—the complete Truth about God. Let’s be 

honest: life is not easy. We experience all kinds of di�iculties, one after 

another. When we deal with one, others come right away, no matter 

who we are, what social position we hold or how much we have. 

However, our joy cannot come from a thoughtless approach to reality 

or carelessness. Its source should be a deep union with God flowing 

from prayer and living in Truth. We are to be those who do not give in to 

discouragement but seek answers to our problems in the Word of God 

and find solutions there.

Truth is always clear and simple, though sometimes hard to accept. 

People lost in the winding paths of their lives sought John the Baptist 

because they knew that he spoke the Truth—about God, the world, and 

mankind. More than that, they knew he proclaimed the joyful Truth that 

leads to salvation. They reached out their hands to this beautiful and 

liberating Truth.

Where can we find true joy? Lasting joy comes only from God. We have 

His promises and the words of the prophets. These words will never 

pass away. They call us to readiness for the coming of Christ. This 

readiness is not only vigilance but also a willingness to receive Him 

worthily. Deep within every human heart is a cry for consolation, for the 

One who is our Joy. Often lonely, sad, and longing for Truth, we yearn for 

Him. To encounter this Joy, we need nothing more than a watchful heart 

and open eyes.

God chooses what is simple and sincere for great things. He chose the 

prayerful, Spirit-filled John the Baptist, the prophets, and ordinary yet 

authentic people to be His messengers. John the Baptist was such a 

messenger: concrete, clear, decisive and demanding. His faithfulness 

cost him dearly. Instead of human joy, he received imprisonment and 

ultimately death at the hands of Herodias, an enemy of Truth. Yet John 

immersed his human joy in love for Christ—and Christ gave him divine 

joy in return.

God is coming as a guest—He is very nearby. What should we do? We 

must love. Whoever loves will never be indi�erent. Whoever loves is 

joyful. Let us love God as best we can, as best we know how. Let us 

pray: God, Mary, help us to change. John from the Jordan, we come to 

you—teach us what we should do! Courageous messenger of God, show 

us what we need to improve in our lives to regain the joy of our hearts.

Everyone is happy that Christmas is coming, but not everyone knows 

where this joy comes from. Some say it’s the colorful tree and gifts. 

Others point to snow, frost, reindeer and Santa Claus. Still others think 

it’s simply about rest and good food. But true joy comes from the Lord 

Jesus Himself, whose birth we celebrate. A little boy once asked his 

grandmother: “Why do we put lights on the Christmas tree?” She smiled 

and said: “Because the world can be dark, and we need reminders of the 

Light.” The boy thought for a moment and replied: “But the lights go out 

when we unplug them.” His grandmother hugged him and whispered: 

“That’s why we need Jesus—His light never goes out.” This simple truth 

is what Advent teaches us: joy and light come from Christ, not from 

decorations or gifts.

So let us rejoice—Christmas is near! Let us prepare our hearts for 

Christ, the source of everlasting joy.

                                                                                                    

Notes From Fr George:

Welcome Fr. John Sharuk in  

St. Martha’s Parish!   - Fr. John, born in 

Belarus, belongs to the Polish Province 

in Poznan of the Pallottine Fathers and 

Brothers. He has worked in the Pallottine 

parish in Poland for the last five years.  

We hope that he will settle well here in 

Sarasota and will help us in St. Martha’s 

parish, fulfilling his priestly ministry.

Blessed Mary – Patron Saint of the Third Sunday of Advent  - With 

Mary we anticipate in Christmas joyful celebrations, and we prepare 

for the Solemnity of the Nativity of Christ. She brought us pure joy 

and saving hope when she gave birth to Jesus, may the Blessed 

Virgin pray for us and for our families. 

Called by Name vocation campaign - If you know a young man 

(age 16-30) who demonstrates virtue, a life of faith, and a heart for 

service, you can encourage him to consider the priesthood by sharing 

his name and contact information with the Vocation O�ice. These 

men will receive a letter of encouragement from Bishop Dewane, an 

invitation to a special dinner, and ongoing support from our Vocation 

O�ice. You can either fill out the card in your pew and drop it in the 

basket today during the collection or scan the QR code to submit the 

information online.

Christmas special Confessions - The St. Martha priests will take 

turns to hear confessions from 9am to 5pm on Monday,  

December 22 and on Tuesday, December 23 as well as from 9am to 

12pm on Wednesday, December 24, 2025.

Christmas Mass schedule - Dec. 24 Christmas Vigil Masses at 

 4pm in the hall, 4pm in the church, 5:30pm, 8pm (Vietnamese Mass), 

11:30pm -Carol Service, 12am midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day (Dec. 25) Masses: 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, 12pm  

(Vietnamese Mass), 12pm.

Next Sunday, December 21, 2025, is Fourth Sunday of Advent. 

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 

Father George

This Week’s Sermon
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Decenber 14, 2025Events & Activit ies

Sun, Dec 14 .. . .  Is 35:1-6a, 10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 

7:30am........[JV]..  (L) Fr. Jan by David and Paula Shigley 

9:00am........[GR]..  Nelly Younan by Joe and Nora Stephan 

9:00am........[FS]..  (Hall) (L) Fiorella Duarte by Adriana 

10:30am......[GS]..  For All Parishioners 

12:00pm......[GR]..  Jim Norris by his Wife 

12:00pm......[JV]..  (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 

5:30pm........[GR]..  L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Mon, Dec 15.. . .  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27 

7:30am........[JV]..  Mary Martha Meade by Claire Meade 

8:30am........[GS]..  Dec’d Mbrs of the Zucara Family by Cathy Giblin 

12:00pm......[JV]..  Margaret Spero by Allyson and David Corchado & Family 

5:30pm........[PM] .  Service of the Word of God with Communion 

Tue, Dec 16.. . . .  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32 

7:30am........[GR]..  Sergio Massara by Marcela Levin 

8:30am........[JV]..  Robert and Ann Corey by John Corey 

12:00pm......[GS]..  Erwin Horwitz by Ann Crowley 

5:30pm........[PM] .  Service of the Word of God with Communion

Wed, Dec 17.. . .  Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 

7:30am........[GS]..  (L) Al Donohoe by Paul and Marge Lortie 

8:30am........[GR]..  (L) Mary & (D) Robert Testin by Mary 

12:00pm......[GS]..  John Meyers by Ann Crowley 

5:30pm........[PM]..  Service of the Word of God with Holy Communion

Thu, Dec 18 .. . .  Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25 

7:30am........[GR]..  L & D Mbrs of the Polson Family by Melissa Furman 

8:30am........[JV]..  Mary E. Newan by Cedric and Paula Dendy 

12:00pm......[FS]..  Sergio Massara by Claire Collins 

5:30pm........[PM] .  Service of the Word of God with Holy Communion

Fri, Dec 19... . . .  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25 

7:30am........[JV]..  Brendan McAninch by Tom and Jacqueline Kelly 

8:30am........[FS]..  Missing and Exploited Children by Joe and Betty Plouffe 

12:00pm......[GR]..  Brian Wilson by John Iacopelli 

5:30pm........[PM] .  Service of the Word of God with Holy Communion

Sat, Dec 20.. . . .  Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38 

7:30am........[GR]..  (L) Aldo Massara by his 7:30 Mass Friends 

8:30am........[JV]..  Patricia Drumsta Prado by Marcelina Cunha 

4:00pm........[FS]..  Sheila Heimbuch by Judi and Josh Reynolds 

5:30pm........[GS]..  (L) Kathleen Gardy by Maureen

Sun, Dec 21 .. . .  Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

7:30am........[JV]..  Ryan Halstead by Mom 

9:00am........[GS]..  Margaret Spero by Al Spero 

9:00am........[GR]..  (Hall) Janet Drygas by Jeff and Debbie Stern 

10:30am......[FS]..  For All Parishioners 

12:00pm......[GS]..  Robert, Susan, Michael Brabazon by Kathleen Brabazon 

12:00pm......[JV]..  (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 

5:30pm........[GS]..  L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Famioy by Joe & Betty Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Gennadi (GR), Dn. Pat Macaulay (PM)
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Kids Corner

Events & Activit ies

Heart of Sarasota - Community Pregnancy Clinics of Sarasota  
hosts Heart of Sarasota event, Together Miracles Happen, on  
Saturday, January 24, 2026, at 5pm at GROVE Event  
Venue, 10670 Boardwalk Loop, Lakewood Ranch. The evening features 
Melissa Ohden, Founder and Director of The Abortion Survivors Network, 
as the keynote speaker. Mrs. Ohden is nationally recognized for advocacy 
and powerful testimony. This event is free, registration is required contact 
sarasotaevent@community4live.com.

Mental Health Counseling Services - Health Counseling, for adults and 
children provided by licensed mental health therapists. If you or someone 
you know is feeling stressed, anxious, depressed, helpless, or overwhelmed, 
Catholic Charities can help. For more information, please call 239.455.2655.



9StMartha.org  •  941.366.4210

Decenber 14, 2025St Martha Catholic School



10 St Martha Catholic Church  •  Serving Sarasota Since 1913

Important Information

Diocese of Venice  

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.484.9543

Outreach Ministries 

Altar Servers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Dn. Vern Smith  .  .  .  .     dcvern@stmartha.org 

Catholic Charities .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Diocese of Venice.  .  .  . 941.484.9543 

Community Pregnancy Clinics  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.260.5427 

Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4448 

Choir/Cantor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Thomas Varas  .  .  .  .  .      tvaras@stmartha.org 

Eucharist Adoration .  .  .  .  .  Parish OfÚce .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 

Extraordinary Ministers .  .  .  Dc Pat Macaulay .  .  .  . dcpatrick@stmartha.org  

Finance Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Emil Efthimides  .  .  .  .     ede24@usa.com 

Family Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Gary Kerschner  .  .  .  .     Kerschg56@gmail.com 

Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .   Tony Cocco, Chair  .  .  .    941.366.5620 

Hospitality Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .      Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .  .      941.321.2953 

Knights of Columbus  .  .  .  .  .     Dale Thompson  .  .  .  .     941.350.9010 

Lectors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            Randy Kelly  .  .  .  .  .  .       510.853.0401 

O.C.I.A. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Patricia Sileo  .  .  .  .  .      941.366.4210 

Parish Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .  .      941.321.2953 

Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Parish OfÚce .  .  .  .  .  . 941.366.4210 

Rosary Makers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Maxine Brand .  .  .  .  . 941.374.6605 

Solve Maternity Homes .  .  .  .    Peggy Kerwin  .  .  .  .  .      941.748.0094 

Ushers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            Steve Mislyan  .  .  .  .  .      941.993.0997 

Volunteer Coordinator  .  .  .  .    Stuart Love  .  .  .  .  .  .       941.780.7834 

Witness to Love .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni .  . 941.960.5128

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 

St. Jude .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.955.3934 

Christ the King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.924.2777 

Incarnation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.921.6631 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.755.1826 

St. Patrick .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.378.1703 

St. Mary Star of the Sea  .  .  .   Longboat Key  .  .  .  .  .      941.383.1255 

St. Thomas More  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Sarasota .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.923.1691 

St. Joseph  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Bradenton .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.756.3732 

St. Michael the Archangel .  .  .   Siesta Key .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941.349.4174 

Our Lady of the Angels  .  .  .  .    Lakewood Ranch  .  .  .    941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  

4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 

St. Martha Catholic School .  .  Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181 

St. Mary Academy .  .  .  .  .  .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .  .  .  .  .  .  .        941.371.4917

Important Contact Information
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Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  

Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 

specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 

www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 

Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota

1553 Main St 
 941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 

Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS

NO INJECTIONS

& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park

1215 S. East Avenue

Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx 

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxx

Building Materials • Furniture 

Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Have large items to donate? 
Call to schedule your free pick up.

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 

Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

941.699.6198
CustomerService@CallSmartMoove.com

www.CallSmartMoove.com

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

941.955.4171

ToaleBrothers.com

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care

All Inclusive Event Venue 

Ideal for: Weddings, 
Quinceañera, Sweet 16, 

Corporate Meetings and More 

941.392.0577

B A N Q U E TS  &  E V E N TS

LaGranMansionFL.com • Info@lagranmansionfl.com

Follow us on

At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue

Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com
Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Veteran Preplanning 

Discount Available

Serving Your Funeral Home & 

Cemetery Needs Throughout 

Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your 
loved one is in another state, we can 

accommodate this need.

CHUCK  

DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law

PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1626 Ringling Blvd,  

Sarasota FL 34236

ECD.LAW | CHUCK@ECD.LAW | 941-366-8888

Best Law Firms® 2025 Tier 1 in Sarasota for 
Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs
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Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman

941-366-5476
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 
Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

DAVID M. 
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102 
University Park, FL 34201 

Tel 941.360.2255 
www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

Wills and Trusts 
Admitted in NY and FL

Robert J. Ho�man, Esquire

1330 Main Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

(941) 323-9547
robertjho�manattorneyatlaw.com

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI

Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations

(941) 366-5510
tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 

CHIHA
Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  

WE’LL COME TO YOU!

IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

A�orney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.

(941) 366-3282
Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

2033 Main Street, Suite 103
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.362.0700
gulfcoastwealthadvisors.com

Jeff LaBelle is an Investment Advisory Representative of Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. Realta Investment Advisors, Inc. is not affiliated with Gulf Coast 
Wealth Advisors. Investment Advisory Services are offered through Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., a US SEC Registered Investment Advisor, 1201 N. 
Orange St., Suite 729, Wilmington, DE 19801. Realta Wealth is the trade name for the Realta Wealth Companies. The Realta Wealth Companies are Realta 
Equities, Inc., Realta Investment Advisors, Inc., and Realta Insurance Services, which consist of several affiliated insurance agencies.

We specialize in PROTECTING 
AND GROWING your wealth! 

FIDUCIARY PLANNING
Jeff LaBelle

St. Martha’s Parishioner for over 30 years

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Office: 941-708-0850

Member Services: 1-800-401-2740

TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain 

Benefit Consultant Manatee, 

Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER

Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999

SarasotaSarasota

Bernie WalshBernie Walsh 941-485-3777941-485-3777


