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March 1, 2026 - 2nd Sunday of Lent - Mt17:1-9
by Deacon Bob

Today's Gospel verse reminds me how lucky we are to be Christian,
yet Catholic Christian!! Two things always jump out to me when | read
this Gospel: First that God's forgiving Grace does not only extend to
Christians, but all walks of Faith, and that those of us who profess
Jesus is Lord, are given an unbelievable gift: particularly we Catholics.

The Transfiguration event highlights that Jews are in heaven too. In
fact, of the people mentioned in the Bible as being in heaven none
are Christian. Today's Gospel notes that both Moses and Elijah are in
Heaven. We also know that Father Abraham is in Heaven. Again the
Good Thief (while we do not know definitively that he was a Jew),
was also invited into Heaven at the Cross.

Does that mean that St. Paul is wrong when he tells us it is only
through Christ Jesus that we can get to Heaven? A profound and
definite NO to that question! It is only through Jesus that we enter
Heaven. But we can not put human restraints on God, as God and
God's Love is infinite. Believing that Jesus is God is not enough to
get us to Heaven. The devil knows that Jesus is God, but that is not
true Faith. Faith in Jesus as God means that we LIVE Jesus’
teaching. We Live the Word!

Algebra teaches us that if A equals B, and B equals C, then A
equals C. In our Nicene Creed we recite during Mass, we are
reminded that Jesus is consubstantial with the Father. Or as John
tells us in the beginning of his Gospel, /n the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was made flesh. So if we live in Faith, living the
Word regardless of Our Faith, we are in good standing with God.
This is our Catholic Faith's belief.

So why then are we Christian, more importantly, why are Christian
Catholics? It is because of what is said at the end of today’s Gospel!
This is My beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased, listen to HIM!
In the Transfiguration, the Father revealed to Peter, James and John
that Jesus IS God. We are to listen to Him. Jesus in the Gospel John,
while praying to the Father says to Our Father, may they (us) know
that they are Your gift to Me. With that understanding: everything
Our Lord Jesus offers us is because He cherishes is Gift from the Father.
He cherishes us. Similarly, The Father gave His beloved Son us, as
such He cherishes us too. That is why He tells us to listen to Him.

So while no faith religion has a monopoly to Heaven, the faith that
listens to Jesus’ teaching the best are provided the most tools to
live the Word. Those tools come from the Sacraments Jesus offered
all humanity. But it is on our Catholic Faith that we have listened to
them all! Naturally all Christian faiths accept Baptism, from which
all the rest of the Sacraments flow. But as Catholics, through Jesus
giving Peter the keys to the kingdom and telling him and his
successors that they can forgive sins, we as Catholics get to
tangibly feel the endless mercy of Our God in Confession. That helps
us to focus on the fact that God does forgive us and that to Live the
Word we need to also forgive others. We get to receive His Body and

continued to 7

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

Catholic Faith Appeal - Thanks to all
parishioners who donated towards the
CFA in our parish, we appreciate your
faithful support of our local Diocesan
Church and all its charitable ministries.
Unfortunately, we didn’t manage to
collect the whole sum of $450,000 for the
year 2025, we collected $350,728 so the
parish account will pay the difference

of $99,272. | would like to ask all church
attendants in St. Martha's parish who are
not registered in St. Martha to help us with the CFA in this 2026. Your
contribution may help us to reach this year's target, please!

Our Pastor, Father George

Change of the time of Confessions - From Monday, March 2, we will
start the Confession time on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 11lam.

Parish Lenten Stations of the Cross - They will be held after
8:30am Mass on Fridays in Lent.

40 Days for Life - Please support the campaign to end the abortion
through prayer and fasting, community outreach and peaceful
vigils in front of abortion mills. In Sarasota advocates pray on the
sidewalks in front of Planned Parenthood and offer alternatives
available to women at the Community Pregnancy Clinic which is
located next to Planned Parenthood. The days for St. Martha are:
Monday, March 2 from 9am-12pm, Saturday, March 14 from 9am- 12pm.

Next Sunday, March 8, 2026, is the Third Sunday of Lent.

With prayers for God's blessing to you and your family,
Father George

v Deacon Bob Sermon continued from previous column

Blood, which both renews are Baptismal vows and allows Jesus not
just to enter our lives spiritually but offers us a physical relationship
with Our God. If that does not blow us away, nothing will! For as
Jesus says: My flesh is True food, and My Blood true drink! In the
Sacrament of marriage, we get to symbolically create a Trinity of
God: In The wife, husband and children: 3 parts yet one entity. This
allows us to have an earthly love, that is only usurped in the Love of
God Himself. When we are sick, we are offered by Jesus His anointing.
This allows us to tether our suffering to His, again helping us to live
the Word. Finally, Jesus offers the sacrament of ordination so that
some can act in the person of God (Persona Christi), so that all of us
can experience through human interaction His unfailing Love.

God dwells within each and every human being, and loves us all
with unfailing Love. No one because of their specific affiliations
have any more right to Heaven, and Heaven is opened to all
humanity. But as being Catholics, we are so blessed to be able to
have extra tools to Live the Word. But if we listen to Him, as the
Father tells us today, (which is made easier by the Sacraments if
we allow them to profoundly affect us), we will be with Our God in
Heaven who has a Love for us beyond all telling!
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Events & Activities

Ge to the o0 and

— St. Vincent dePaul * That is the Vincentian Mission.

It is said that no form of charity is foreign
to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

I being part of that community of Vincentians who go to the
poor interests you, we invite you to join us.
Call the Incarnation parish office 941.921.6631 or come fo one of
our meetings on the last Monday of each month at 6:30pm.

The harvest is indeed great, but more laborers are needed.
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Events & Activities

Sun, Mar 1 .. ..
7:30am......[V] .

9:00am.......[6S]. .
9:00am.......[FS] . .

10:30am......[GR]. .
12:00pm.....[GR].
12:00pm......[)V] ..

5:30pm.......[6S]. .
Mon, Mar 2 . . ..
7:30am.......[6S].
8:30am......[)V] .
12:00pm......[JV] ..
Tue, Mar 3 .. ..
7:30am......[V] .
8:30am.......[GR].
12:00pm......[GS]. .
Wed, Mar 4 . ..
7:30am.......[GS].
8:30am.......[GS]. .
12:00pm.....[GS]. .
Thu, Mar 5 ... ..
7:30am.......[GR].
8:30am......[JV] .
12:00pm.....[FS] .
Fri, Mar 6 . ...
7:30am.......[GR].
8:30am.......[FS] . .
12:00pm.....[GS].
6:00pm......[JV] ..
Sat, Mar7 .. ..
7:30am.......[GS].
8:30am.......[)V] ..
4:00pm.......[6S]. .
4:00pm.......[FS]. .
5:30pm.......[GR].
Sun, Mar 8 .. ..
7:30am.......[GS]. .
9:00am.......[FS] .
9:00am.......[GR]. .

10:30am.....[GS]. .
12:00pm.....[GR].
12:00pm......[)V] ..
5:30pm.......[GR]. .

Gn 12:1-4a; 2 Tm 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9
Ryan Halstead by Mom

L & D Mbrs of the Spero Family by Ann Crowley
(Hall) Cory Bevelheimer by Ollie and Debbie
For All Parishioners

. Anna Marie Lynch by Eileen and Tom Murphy

(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Betty and Joe Plouffe

Dn 9:4b-10; Lk 6:36-38

. Marge Lortie by Craig Snyder
. Joan Mullee by Rick and Lynn Dudek

Doug Roderick by Ellen Roderick
Is 1:10, 16-20; Mt 23:1-12

. Mike Johnson by John
. Maria Arellano by Rose Arellano

For a Greater Respect for all Human Life

.Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28
. Marek Dworski by Paula and David Shigley

(L) Mike Krutza by John
Den Larry Cummins by Bob and Virginia Cummins

Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31

. Tony Caragiulo by Anna Caragiulo
. Tony Caragiulo by Anna Caragiulo
. William J. LaRosa by Pauline

Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46

. Susan Baumler by Jeffrey and Tracy Kirchner

Louise Gherasim by M. Neary

. Michael Strumolo by John lacopelli

(Vietnamese)
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

. Susan Robertson by Hank Maier and Jack Slusser

(L) Pamela Vouga by M. Neary

Dec'd Mbrs of the Donald & Fern Nelson Family
by Soranya Nelson

(Hall) Special Intentions

. Gerald J. Boryszewski, Jr. by Mom and Dad

Ex 17:3-7; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42
Lillian Massara by Aldo Massara

. John (Jack) McNicholas by Mary Pat and John McNicholas

(Hall) Vincent LoCicero by Helene Halpern
For All Parishioners

. Tony Caragiulo by Anna Caragivlo

(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
L & D Mbrs of the Cummins Family by Bob & Virginia Forget

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Gennadi (GR)

March 1-7, 2026

Chism Mass - The Chrism Mass, which takes place

during Holy Week every year, is held Tuesday, March

31 at 10:30am af St. Leo the Great Parish,

28290 Beaumont Road, Bonita Springs. Usually held ot

Epiphany Cathedral in Venice, this year the Cathedral is under renova-
tion and the Mass will take place in a new location. During this Mass,
Bishop Frank J. Dewane will bless the Holy Oils which are used in
the administration of the Sacraments at each parish throughout the
year. Priests and Deacons celebrating 25 and 50 years of Ordination
are also recognized at this Mass.

The Lenten Journey Has Begun! - Lent is a 40-day season of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown
on Holy Thursday. During Lent, we are called to a true inner conversion
of the heart as we seek to follow Christ's will more faithfully and as we
prepare to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at Easter. We recall the waters
of baptism in which we were also baptized into Christ's death, died to sin
and evil, and began new life in Christ. For more information about the
Lenten Season please visit Lent 2026 - Diocese of Venice.!

Lenten Youth Retreats - The Diocese of Venice Youth & Young Adult
Ministry offers opportunities for Middle School and High School students
to have a privileged moment of encounter during Lent. Diocesan Lenten
youth refreats are designed to create a time and place for silence,
reflection, and shared experience, allowing young people to step away
from the pace and distractions of daily life and re-focus their hearts

on God. The remaining Youth Retreats for this Lenten Season are:
Sunday, March 1, for High School students, St. Thomas More, Sarasota;
Tuesday, March 3, for Middle School students, St. Paul, Arcadia. Cost is
$10/student. To register, or for more information, contact Andres Prias,
941.441.1122.

One Day Lenten Retreat, Lent Is My Highway to Heaven - In his
ongoing series of talks on Heaven, Fr. Greg Cleveland, OMV, Director
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center in Venice, will unpack the
mystery of the Beatific Vision as the ultimate fulfillment of human
longing in this one-day retreat, offered on March 8 or March 11. This
talk invites you into the beauty, joy, and transformative love of seeing
God face to face, where faith and reason give way fo eternal happiness
in Christ. No prior sessions are required—come as you are and be
spiritually filled. The day begins at 9:30am with continental breakfast
and includes two conferences, the opportunity for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, lunch, and Mass. Time is available for adoration, private
prayer, or meditation on the beautiful and peaceful OLPH grounds. The
day concludes at 3:15pm The cost is $45. Register olph-retreat.org.

One-Night Parish Retreat During Lent, 10 Minutes to Change Your
Life - The Examen Prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola, presented by Fr. Leland
Thorpe from the OLPH Retreat Center will be held at St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church, 2057 Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers on Tuesday, March 10 from
6-8pm. There is no cost fo attend. All are welcome. Bring your family, friends,
and neighbors! Call 239.334.2161 for more information.
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Events & Activities

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The annual Black and Indian Mission Collection is an example of the
Church’s concern for evangelization and education efforts among Native
American, African American, and Alaskan Native Diocesan Communities
throughout the United States. This initiative supports and strengthens
evangelization programs and ministries among those groups identified.
The Black and Indian Mission Office enables the missions to help form
children in the faith, educate young people regarding the Church, and
promote vocations, along with the formation of the laity in its
catechetical and evangelization efforts. Through your generosity, the
communiies in need are able to receive Bibles and catechefical
materials for parish based religious and catechefical programs guided
by consecrated men and women, and lay leaders.

The Diocese of Venice will be participating in the collection for the Black
and Indian Mission the weekend of March 7 and 8, 2026. With your
support, the Church can fund programs that strengthen the work of the
Gospel and together give hope to our Native American, African American,
and Alaskan Native brothers and sisters. Thank you for your generosity!
| take this opportunity to extend to you and your family my continued
consideration as well as my prayers.

May God bless you for your kindness and generous response!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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Events & Donation Opportunities March 17,2026
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St Mary Academy

Kids Corner
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Important Information

Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers

Witness o Love . . . . . ..

Dn. Vern Smith . . .

Important Contact Information

Diocese of Venice
. dovern@stmartha.org

Catholic Charities . . . . . . Diocese of Venice. . . . 941.484.9543 . R .

Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . .. ........ 941.260.5427 ::ejllgj];lebormg Diocesan Pu;:lsr::;u
CosaSantaMarta . . .. ............... 941.366.4448 (h.risI 1hé K|n """" Sorasofa
Choir/Cantor . . . . .. .. Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org eng e 0TSO
Eucharist Adorafion . . . . . Parish Office. . . . . . 941.366.4210 Inearmafion . . ... ... Sarasola. . . .. . ...
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc Pat Macaulay . . . . depatrick@stmartha.org Our lu(!y Queen of Martyrs . Sarasola. ... . . ...
Finance Coundil . . . . . .. Emil Efthimides . . . . ede24@usa.com St Patrick. ... .. Sarasofa . . .. .. ..
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . Kerschg56@gmail.com S1. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key

Herrig Caritas (9-T1am, MF) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620 St. Thomos More . .. .. . Sarosofa.. . .. .. ..
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953 Stdoseph ......... Bradenton

Knights of Columbus . . . . Dale Thompson . . . . 941.350.9010 St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key

lectors . . ... ... ... Randy Kelly . . . . . . 510.853.0401 Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch
0.CIA ........... Patricia Sileo . . . .. 941.366.4210 Bishop Nevins Academy

Parish (?uncil ....... Beth Cannata . . . .. 941.321.2953 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

PrayerLine . . ....... Parish Office . . . .. . 941.366.4210 St. Martha Catholic School. . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
Rosary Makers . . . . ... Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605 St. Mary Academy. . . . . .

Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094

Ushers .. ......... Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941.993.0997 Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuartlove . ... .. 941.780.7834 A171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128
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Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

NO DRUGS

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm

Building Materials « Furniture
Appliances « Flooring

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST  NO INJECTIONS Home Décor - Cabinets
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS & NO SURGERY! Or David Cifra DC

IN AMERICA SarasotaDiscCenter.com Parishioner
Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St
941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate .
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law Large item?
Joseph L. Najmy, Esq. COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups
jnajmy@najmythompson.com (941 ) 444-5782
1401 8th Ave. W. 6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104 .
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch, WWWohabltatsrqoorg

(941) 355-5400

“Call The Professionals”

FL 34205 FL 34202
(941) 748-2216 (941) 907-3999

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Follow us on

000

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal, BANQUETS & EVENTS

Restorative, Dental Hygiene
Providing simple to complex

specialty dental care in one
convenient location

All Inclusive Event Venue [El

Ideal for: Weddings,
Quinceariera, Sweet 16,
Corporate Meetings and More

941.392.0577 Ok

LaGranMansionFL.com « Info@lagranmansionfl.com

Multifamily Real Estate
Investment, Sales, &
Asset Management

Call (941) 315-8584

to discuss your real estate goals.
www.graypropertygroup.com

PODIATRIST + 941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care
Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM
Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

120 S Tuttle Ave
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444
* %k %k Kk ok

Check our reviews online
www.drmisch.com

ECED

CHUCK
DEMCHAK

Attorney at Law
PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE
1626 Ringling Blvd,
Sarasota FL 34236

Best Law Firms® 2025 Tier 1in Sarasota for
Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs

ECD.LAW | CHUCK@ECD.LAW | 941-366-8888

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning

Wiegand Chapel is Now Discount Available
At Palms Memorial Park  Celebration of Life Center  sering Your Funeral Home &
941 -371 _4962 941 921 5755 Cemetery Needs Throughout
‘ ehEE Sarasota & Manatee Counties
170 Honore Avenue 7454 South Tamiami Trail .
Sarasota, FL 34232 Sarasota, FL 34231 ol oot e o ke

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor

accommodate this need.

Robert Toale Family

16-0525

www.palmsmemorial.com www.wiegandbrothers.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Martha Roman Catholic Church, Sarasota FL



TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law
Wills/Trusts and Estates
Real Estate
Tax Exempt Organizations
(941) 366-5510
tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3
Sarasota, FL 34237

Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

97112926:2526

DAVID M.
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery
8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102
University Park, FL 34201
Tel 941.360.2255

www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

MOBILE DENTISTRY
WE'LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

« All Dental Services

866.686.4423

www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Compliments of

CONTRACTORS

239.332.4646 * bandiflorida.com

Stacey Maloney

Attorney, M.B.A.

Business Administration
& Succession PlanningEstate
Planning & Administration
(Wills & Trusts)
Probate « Real Estate
FREE CONSULTATION

1201 6th Ave. W, Ste 100, Unit #A621
Bradenton, FL 34205

1990 Main St., Ste 750
Sarasota, FL 34236

(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Wills and Trusts
Admitted in NY and FL

Nyt 4| Robert ). Hoffman, Esquire

CHIHA
Serving Sarasota &
Manatee County, FL

1330 Main Street
Sarasota, FL 34236
(941) 323-9547
robertjhoffmanattorneyatlaw.com

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE &
PARISHIONER

Marilyn. K@CBRealty.com
941-373-0999

Refer to this ad and I'll donate
25% of my commission from
your transaction to St. Martha’s!

craiga@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

Attorney at Law
Board Certified
Wills « Trusts - Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &
HARRISON, P.A.

(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111 Sarasota, FL

Medicare

-%”FREEDOM AdvantageHMO
: e Plan

HEA|

Cell: 941-504-6540
E: gcain@freedomh.com
Office: 941-708-0850

Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee,
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enroliment in Freedom

Health depends on contract renewal.~  H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Insurance Planning Solutions
Turning 65?
Need help with annua{:1 enrollment?
Just moved?
Getting Married? | Bernie; Walsh| - -
Planning For retirement? [Sarasola) 941 485 3777
Here to help you, your family and your
business find affordable insurance
Joy Leitner options to meet your needs.
Independent -
Shend (941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET
Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified
Sovereign Plastic Surgery _|
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon
Dr. Alissa Shulman Dr. Chris Sforzo,
941-366-5476 Orthopedic Surgeon
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon ..
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 Parishioner
Sarasota, Florida 34239

Parishioner
www.SovereighPS

941.378.5100

SforzoDillingham.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Martha Roman Catholic Church, Sarasota FL

16-0525



