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March 8, 2026 - 3rd Sunday of Lent
by Deacon Pat

When | started this reflection, my mind drifted to Coleridge’s Rime of
the Ancient Mariner where the stranded seaman states Water, water,
everywhere nor any drop to drink. Water is essential for our mortal life!
But, what about our spiritual lives?

In the Exodus reading we see the miracle that underscores God's
faithful presence and care, even when we doubt. The rock becomes
a symbol of divine sustenance in desolation. A theological virtue that
we, the faithful, have is Hope. Consequently, we are able, with the aid
of the Holy Spirit, to endure many privations. St. Paul, in 1 Cor 10:4 has
this comment about this miracle: all drank the same spiritual drink,
for they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock
was the Christ.

As an aside, | recently had the privilege to listen to a Naval Aviator
who was shot down in Vietnam. He spent seven years in the Hanoi
Hilton. He described the brutality and deprivation that he endured in
his captivity. But, because of his Faith, he had Hope and the ability to
set short-term, attainable survivable goals. He helped, and was helped
by, his fellow Prisoners of War. Although he did not define it as such, |
saw him as an example of a person loving God and his neighbor.
Listening to his experience made me realize how fortunate | am to
have mundane problems to cope with and resolve! Thank you, Jesus!

Returning to these passages, along with others, we learn that God
always satisfies our spiritual thirst and that leads us to Hope.

Consider the Gospel passage: whoever drinks the water | shall give
will never thirst; the water | shall give will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life. This defines that the water that Jesus
gives us is our Faith, which is a wellspring of spiritual peace on the
one hand and a source of energy for giving God's love to others.

This verse jumped out to me: '/ know the Messiah is coming, the One
called the Christ. When He comes, He will tell us everything! Jesus said
to her,'I am He, the One speaking to you. This declaration reminded me
of the passage where Saint Martha - our Patroness - acknowledged
who Jesus was in response to His question: / am the Resurrection and
the Life; whoever believes in Me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone
who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this? She
said to Him, Yes, Lord, | have come to believe that you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the One who is coming into the world".

| believe Jesus is the Messiah - our Savior. How about you?

Consider St. Paul's letter to the Romans: Hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through

continued to 7

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

CFA (Catholic Faith Appeal) 2026- The
target calculated by the Diocese for our
Catholic Faith Appeal for 2026 is the
same as last year: $450,000 and | would
like to encourage all who come to our
church to use the envelopes provided in
the pews to help us to reach the target.
The Diocese prepared a CFA video for
2026, and we are planning to play that
video message during our parish Masses
on the weekend of March 14/15. The 9 minutes video will be played
in place of the sermon. It will show how the Diocese is using the CFA
collection for its ministries in our local church.

Our Pastor, Father George

Confirmation (March 12, 2026) - We have about 30 young candidates
who are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please
pray that they will be abundantly blessed with the Gifts of the Holy
Spirit! May God bless them, their sponsors, family members, cate-
chists, St. Martha's Religious Education office and our Bishop Frank
Dewane! Come Holy Spirit!.

Parish Lenten Stations of the Cross - They will be held after
8:30am Mass on Fridays in Lent.

40 Days for Life - Please support the campaign to end the abortion
through prayer and fasting, community outreach and peaceful
vigils in front of abortion mills. In Sarasota advocates pray on the
sidewalks in front of Planned Parenthood and offer alternatives
available to women at the Community Pregnancy Clinic which is
located next to Planned Parenthood. The days for St. Martha are:
Saturday, March 14 from 9am- 12pm.

Next Sunday, March 15, 2026, is the Fourth Sunday of Lent.

With prayers for God's blessing to you and your family,
Father George

v continued from previous column

the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. Each of our souls received
the gift of the Holy Spirit at our Baptism, and Jesus pours Himself into
us in the Eucharist to nurture our spirituality and inspiration to help
our neighbor.

Concluding with Revelations 21:6 / am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. To the Thirsty | will give the gift from the spring
of life-giving water, And 22:17 Come, let the one who thirsts come
forward and the one who wants it receive the gift of life-giving water.

I'm thirsty! How about you?
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Events & Activities

Ge to the o0 and

— St. Vincent dePaul * That is the Vincentian Mission.

It is said that no form of charity is foreign
to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

I being part of that community of Vincentians who go to the
poor interests you, we invite you to join us.
Call the Incarnation parish office 941.921.6631 or come fo one of
our meetings on the last Monday of each month at 6:30pm.

The harvest is indeed great, but more laborers are needed.
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Events & Activities

March 8-14, 2026

Sun, Mar 8 ... .Ex 17:3-7; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42
7:30am.......[6S]. . Lillian Massara by Aldo Massara

9:00am.......[FS] . . John (Jack) McNicholas by Mary Pat and John McNicholas
9:00am.......[GR]. . (Hall) Vincent LoCicero by Helene Halpern
10:30am.....[GS]. . For All Parishioners

12:00pm......[GR]. . Tony Caragiulo by Anna Caragiulo

12:00pm......[JV] . . (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions

5:30pm.......[GR]. . L & D Mbrs of the Cummins Family by Bob & Virginia Forget

Mon, Mar 9 . .. .2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Lk 4:24-30
7:30am.......[JV] . . Ryan Halstead by Mom

8:30am.......[GS]. . Marie Wittreich by Jeffrey and Tracy Kirchner
12:00pm......[GS]. . (L) Donna Bakr by Cruz

Tue, Mar 10 . .. . Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35

7:300m.......[6S]. . (L) Aldo Massara by Claire Collins

8:30am.......[V] . . Kathy Magri by John

12:00pm.....[GR]. . L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Betty and Joe Plouffe

Wed, Mar 11 .. .Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19
7:30am....... [GR]. . Monique by Sam
8:30am.......[GR]. . Eric Cristiansen by Dick Qinn
12:00pm.....[GS]. . Frederick Dragone by Donald Estes

Thu, Mar 12 .. .. . Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23
7:30am.......[V] . . Unborn Children by John lacopelli
8:30am.......[GR]. . Vito Grippo by Earl and Stacey Schmitt
12:00pm.....[FS] . . Pat Finn by Peggy 0'Connell

Fri, Mar 13. . . .. Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34
7:30am.......[GR]. . (L) Aldo Massara by David and Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[V] . . Thomas Johnston by Jeffrey and Tracy Kirchner
12:00pm......[GR]. . (L) Milka and Jan by Christine

Sat, Mar 14 . .. . Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14

7:30am.......[JV] . . Marge Lortie by Claire Collins
8:30am.......[FS] . . Mary Etienne by Jim and Ellen Kelleher
4:00pm.......[GR]. . Mage Lortie by Jennie

4:00pm.......[6S]. . (Hall) Special Intentions

5:30pm.......[6S]. . Gartano Lupo by Sisters

Sun, Mar 15. .. .1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41
7:30am.......[V] . . Russell Dwyer by the Family

9:00am.......[GR]. . Frances Rutkowski by the Clergy

9:00am.......[6S]. . (Hall) John Landrigan by Mary Ann Dewes
10:30am.....[FS] . . For All Parishioners

12:00pm.....[GS]. . Dec'd Mbrs of the Zucaro Family by Cathy Giblin
12:00pm.....[JV] . . (Hall/Vienamese) Special Intentions

5:30pm.......[6S]. . L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family by Betty and Joe Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Gennadi (GR)

Chism Mass - The Chrism Mass, which takes place

during Holy Week every year, is held Tuesday, March

31 at 10:30am af St. Leo the Great Parish,

28290 Beaumont Road, Bonita Springs. Usually held ot

Epiphany Cathedral in Venice, this year the Cathedral is under renova-
tion and the Mass will take place in a new location. During this Mass,
Bishop Frank J. Dewane will bless the Holy Oils which are used in
the administration of the Sacraments at each parish throughout the
year. Priests and Deacons celebrating 25 and 50 years of Ordination
are also recognized at this Mass.

The Lenten Journey Has Begun! - Lent is a 40-day season of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown
on Holy Thursday. During Lent, we are called to a true inner conversion
of the heart as we seek to follow Christ's will more faithfully and as we
prepare to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at Easter. We recall the waters
of baptism in which we were also baptized into Christ's death, died to sin
and evil, and began new life in Christ. For more information about the
Lenten Season please visit Lent 2026 - Diocese of Venice.!

One Day Lenten Retreat, Lent Is My Highway to Heaven - In his
ongoing series of talks on Heaven, Fr. Greg Cleveland, OMV, Director
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center in Venice, will unpack the
mystery of the Beatific Vision as the ultimate fulfillment of human
longing in this one-day retreat, offered on March 11. This talk invites
you info the beauty, joy, and transformative love of seeing God face fo
face, where faith and reason give way to eternal happiness in Christ. No
prior sessions are required—come as you are and be spiritually filled. The
day begins at 9:30am with continental breakfast and includes two con-
ferences, the opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, lunch, and
Mass. Time is available for adoration, private prayer, or meditation on
the beautiful and peaceful OLPH grounds. The day concludes at 3:15pm
The cost is $45. Register olph-retreat.org.

Mental Health Counseling Services - Health Counseling, for adulis and
children provided by licensed mental health therapists. If you or someone
you know is feeling stressed, anxious, depressed, helpless, or overwhelmed,
Catholic Charities can help. For more information, please call 239.455.2655.

One-Night Parish Retreat During Lent, 10 Minutes to Change Your
Life - The Examen Prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola, presented by Fr. Leland
Thorpe from the OLPH Retreat Center will be held at St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church, 2057 Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers on Tuesday, March 10 from
6-8pm. There is no cost fo attend. All are welcome. Bring your family, friends,
and neighbors! Call 239.334.2161 for more information.

Theology on Tap - Join us for a very special night of fellowship, faith,
and fun with fellow Catholic young adults from across the Diocese.
Don't miss this chance to grow in faith, connect with others, and enjoy a
great evening together. Theology on Tap meets on the third Thursday
of every month at Oak & Stone, 5405 University Parkway, Sarasota.
There is no cost to attend, and no registration required. Bring a friend!
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Joseph Cambareri & Criscen Lumbera de Castro (1)
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Events & Donation Opportunities March 8-14, 2026

Kids Corner

StMartha.org - 941.366.4210 7



St Mary Academy
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St Martha School March 8-14, 2026
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Important Information

Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers

Witness o Love . . . . . ..

Dn. Vern Smith . . .

Important Contact Information

Diocese of Venice
. dovern@stmartha.org

Catholic Charities . . . . . . Diocese of Venice. . . . 941.484.9543 . R .

Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . .. ........ 941.260.5427 ::ejllgj];lebormg Diocesan Pu;:lsr::;u
CosaSantaMarta . . .. ............... 941.366.4448 (h.risI 1hé K|n """" Sorasofa
Choir/Cantor . . . . .. .. Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org eng e 0TSO
Eucharist Adorafion . . . . . Parish Office. . . . . . 941.366.4210 Inearmafion . . ... ... Sarasola. . . .. . ...
Extraordinary Ministers . . . Dc Pat Macaulay . . . . depatrick@stmartha.org Our lu(!y Queen of Martyrs . Sarasola. ... . . ...
Finance Coundil . . . . . .. Emil Efthimides . . . . ede24@usa.com St Patrick. ... .. Sarasofa . . .. .. ..
Family Ministry . . . . . . . Gary Kerschner . . . . Kerschg56@gmail.com S1. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key

Herrig Caritas (9-T1am, MF) . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620 St. Thomos More . .. .. . Sarosofa.. . .. .. ..
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953 Stdoseph ......... Bradenton

Knights of Columbus . . . . Dale Thompson . . . . 941.350.9010 St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key

lectors . . ... ... ... Randy Kelly . . . . . . 510.853.0401 Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch
0.CIA ........... Patricia Sileo . . . .. 941.366.4210 Bishop Nevins Academy

Parish (9uncil ....... Beth Cannata . . . .. 941.321.2953 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

PrayerLine . . ....... Parish Office . . . .. . 941.366.4210 St. Martha Catholic School. . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
Rosary Makers . . . . ... Maxine Brand . . . . . 941.374.6605 St. Mary Academy. . . . . .

Solve Maternity Homes . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094

Ushers .. ......... Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941.993.0997 Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
Volunteer Coordinator . . . Stuartlove . ... .. 941.780.7834 A171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128
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1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . ..

... 941.752.6770

Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010




Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

NO DRUGS

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm

Building Materials « Furniture
Appliances « Flooring

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST  NO INJECTIONS Home Décor - Cabinets
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS & NO SURGERY! Or David Cifra DC

IN AMERICA SarasotaDiscCenter.com Parishioner
Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St
941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law Large item?

COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.

jnajmy@najmythompson.com (941 ) 444-5782
1401 8th Ave. W. 6320 Venture Dr,, Ste. 104 .
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch, Www.habltatsrq.org

(941) 355-5400

“Call The Professionals”

FL 34205 FL 34202
(941) 748-2216 (941) 907-3999

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Follow us on

000

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal, BANQUETS & EVENTS

Restorative, Dental Hygiene
Providing simple to complex

specialty dental care in one
convenient location

All Inclusive Event Venue [El

Ideal for: Weddings,
Quinceariera, Sweet 16,
Corporate Meetings and More

941.392.0577 Ok

LaGranMansionFL.com « Info@lagranmansionfl.com

120 S Tuttle Ave
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444
* %k %k Kk ok

Check our reviews online
www.drmisch.com

ECED

CHUCK
DEMCHAK

Attorney at Law
PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE
1626 Ringling Blvd,
Sarasota FL 34236

Best Law Firms® 2025 Tier 1in Sarasota for
Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs

ECD.LAW | CHUCK@ECD.LAW | 941-366-8888

PODIATRIST + 941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care
Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM
Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning

Wiegand Chapel is Now Discount Available
At Palms Memorial Park  Celebration of Life Center  sering Your Funeral Home &
941 -371 _4962 941 921 5755 Cemetery Needs Throughout
‘ ehEE Sarasota & Manatee Counties
170 Honore Avenue 7454 South Tamiami Trail .
Sarasota, FL 34232 Sarasota, FL 34231 o oot e o st

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor

accommodate this need.

Robert Toale Family

16-0525

www.palmsmemorial.com www.wiegandbrothers.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Martha Roman Catholic Church, Sarasota FL



TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law
Wills/Trusts and Estates
Real Estate
Tax Exempt Organizations

(941) 366-5510

tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3
Sarasota, FLL 34237

97112926:2526

Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

DAVID M.
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

MOBILE DENTISTRY
WE'LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

« All Dental Services
866.686.4423

www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

University Park, FL 34201
Tel 941.360.2255

8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102

www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

CONTRACTORS

Compliments of

239.332.4646 ° bandiflorida.com

Stacey Maloney

Attorney, M.B.A.

Business Administration
& Succession PlanningEstate
Planning & Administration
(Wills & Trusts)
Probate ¢ Real Estate
FREE CONSULTATION

1990 Main St., Ste 750
Sarasota, FL 34236

1201 6th Ave. W, Ste 100, Unit #A621
Bradenton, FL 34205

(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Wills and Trusts
Admitted in NY and FL

Nyt 4| Robert ). Hoffman, Esquire

CHIHA
Serving Sarasota &
Manatee County, FL

1330 Main Street
Sarasota, FL 34236
(941) 323-9547
robertjhoffmanattorneyatlaw.com

Marilyn Kneafsey

BROKER-ASSOCIATE &
PARISHIONER

Marilyn. K@CBRealty.com
941-373-0999

Refer to this ad and I'll donate
25% of my commission from
your transaction to St. Martha’s!

R. Craig Harrison

Attorney at Law
Board Certified
Wills « Trusts - Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &
HARRISON, P.A.

(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111- Sarasota, FL

craiga@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

Medicare

-%”FREEDOM AdvantageHMO
? e Plan

HEA|

Cell: 941-504-6540

E: gcain@freedomh.com
Office: 941-708-0850

Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain
Benefit Consultant Manatee,
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a
contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enroliment in Freedom

Health depends on contract renewal.~  H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

FL Lic. 238868 Cert 33563
Registered & Insured
We Make Everyday Life Easier
+« Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service
« Live-in & Hourly Services
« Residential/C cial Cleaning Services
941-212-0310 - info@polishcareservices.com
polishcareservices.com « 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota

Insurance Planning Solutions
Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?
Just moved?
Getting Married?
Planning For retirement?

941-485-3777

Here to help you, your family and your
business find affordable insurance
options to meet your needs.

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET
Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Joy Leitner
Independent
Agent

Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon
Dr. Alissa Shulman

941-366-5476

Sarasota, Florida 34239

Parishioner
www.SovereighPS

Sovereign Plastic Surgery

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112

Dr. Chris Sforzo,
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

941.378.5100

SforzoDillingham.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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