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Our Pastor, Father George

March 22, 2026 - 5th Sunday of Lent 
by Father George

Burial or cremation of our bodies after we die is not the end of 
us. Prophet Ezekiel is famous for giving us hope for eternity for 
our bodies and for helping us to believe in Almighty God. He 
wrote that God promised this to his people: I will open  
your graves and have you rise from them. This means that 
God can create and recreate whoever he wants and whatever 
he wants. The Holy Spirit, whom we believe and profess to be  
The Lord, The Giver of Life can raise even our bodies from 
death back to life.

But the Holy Spirit needs to dwell in us so that we will belong 
to Him and He will give life to our mortal bodies. How do we 
invite the Holy Spirit to dwell in us? We follow the way of life of 
St. Martha, St. Mary, and Lazarus – we welcome Jesus and  
believe in the power of his promise. The house of Martha, 

Mary, and Lazarus 
in Bethany, where 
Jesus loved to go 
and spend time, 
was filled with l 
ove and hospitality, 
faith, and  
appreciation of his 
divinity. Let’s learn 
well from Martha, 
Mary, and Lazarus!

Lazarus’ experience 
of illness, death, 
and being brought 
back to life, is the 
message to all 
believers of Jesus. 

Like God Almighty who promised to open the graves of the 
dead and bring them back to life, so the Christ can bring dead 
Lazarus back to life. Jesus, like God Almighty calls the power of 
the Holy Spirit and raises Lazarus from his tomb. We come to 
believe it and profess it so we will have the Holy Spirit in us. 

When Bishop Frank Dewane Confirmed recently about 30 of 
our young parishioners, he asked each one of them about their 

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

CFA (Catholic Faith Appeal) 
2026  - The target calculated 
by the Diocese for our  
Catholic Faith Appeal for 
2026 is the same as last 
year: $450,000 and I would 
like to encourage all  
who come to our church to 
use the envelopes provided 
in the pews to help us to 
reach the target.

First Confession - Our  
children will celebrate their First Reconciliation on Sunday, 
March 22, 2026. May God bless them with his love and mercy  
as they learn about reconciliation with God and with other 
people. Please, pray for them!  

Parish Lenten Stations of the Cross - They will be held  
after 8:30am Mass on Fridays in Lent.

Three Days Confessions before Easter - Our priests  
will be available to hear confessions on Holy Thursday  
(April 2), Good Friday (April 3), Holy Saturday (April 4),  
from 9am until 5pm.

Next Sunday, March 29, 2026, is Palm Sunday.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George 

 l continued from previous column

patron saint’s name, which they chose for Confirmation. And 
the question he was asking them was: how does this saint 
affect your life today? He wanted them to translate the grace  
of God given to some saints in the past into their own lives 
today. The Bishop told them to become holy for today through 
the grace of God, which is always granted to those who 
receive the Holy Spirit. We also need to come up with some 
good ways of using well the grace of God in our lives and for 
the good of others.  

“We also need to come 

up with some good  

ways of using well  

the grace of God in  

our lives and for the  

good of others.”
– Father George
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March 22-28, 2026Events & Activit ies

Chism Mass - The Chrism Mass, which takes place 
during Holy Week every year, is held Tuesday,  
March 31 at 10:30am at St. Leo the Great Parish,  
28290 Beaumont Road, Bonita Springs. Usually held at 
Epiphany Cathedral in Venice, this year the Cathedral is under  
renovation and the Mass will take place in a new location. During 
 this Mass, Bishop Frank J. Dewane will bless the Holy Oils which 
are used in the administration of the Sacraments at each parish 
throughout the year. Priests and Deacons celebrating 25 and 50  
years of Ordination are also recognized at this Mass.

Theology on Tap, Thursday, April 16 at 7pm - Calling all young 
adults! Join us for an evening of fellowship, faith and fun with other 
Catholic young people from across the Diocese. Don’t miss this chance to 
grow in faith, connect with others, and enjoy an evening out with friends 
old and new. Theology on Tap is an opportunity for young adults in their 
20s and 30s to explore faith topics in a relaxed social setting, the third 
Thursday of every month at Oak & Stone, 5405 University Park-
way, University Park. To learn more, contact Andres Prias, 941.441.1122.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Grove City, 5265 Placida 
Road, has been designated by Bishop Frank J. Dewane as a  
Jubilee site - welcoming pilgrims throughout the Jubilee Year. The Church 
Sanctuary and Poor Clare Adoration Chapel will be open from 9am to 
4pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays to welcome pilgrims, and at other 
times by arrangement. More information: sfoachurch.com/jubilee-2025

Catholic Health Care Ethics Conference - Medical professionals, students, 
and interested laypeople are invited to the third annual Converging Roads 
health care ethics conference on Saturday, April 11, at the Church of 
the Resurrection in Fort Myers. Join national and local experts either in 
person or online as they discuss topics such as The Vocation to Palliative Care, 
The Benefits and Challenges of Artificial Intelligence in Health Care, Christian 
Anthropology and the Renewal of Medicine, and more. Converging Roads is 
an initiative of the St. John Paul II Foundation and is presented collaboratively 
with the Diocese of Venice and Southwest Florida Guild of the Catholic Medical 
Association. Continuing education credits for health care professionals available. 
For more information and to register, visit convergingroads.com/venice.

Sun, Mar 22. . . .     Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 
7:30am........[GS]. .   Armando Angeles by the Corsaro Family 
9:00am........[GS]. .   Diane Tadromina by Roseanne Febbraio 
9:00am........[FS]. .   (Hall) Charles Koenig by Sharon Koenig 
10:30am......[GR]. .   For All Parishioners 
12:00pm......[GR]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Giammarco Family by Wendy Silva 
12:00pm......[JV]. .   (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm........[GR]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Forget Family by Bob and Virginia Forget
Mon, Mar 23. . .    Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Jn 8:1-11 
7:30am........[JV]. .   Al Donohoe by Claire Collins 
8:30am........[GS]. .   Thomas & Marie Kelly & Fam by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 
12:00pm......[GS]. .   Julie Ann Murphy by Ashley Grant
Tue, Mar 24. . . .     Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30 
7:30am........[GS]. .   Marge Lortie by Tom Landers 
8:30am........[JV]. .   Charles Malcolm Pompey by John 
12:00pm......[GR]. .   Missing and Exploited Children by Betty and Joe Plouffe
Wed, Mar 25. . .    Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
7:30am........[GS]. .   Al Donohoe by his Wife 
8:30am........[GS]. .   Marge Lortie by Dave and Kate Shaver 
12:00pm......[GR]. .   Ann Marie Davis by Wieslawna Chmieloniec
Thu, Mar 26. . . .     Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59 
7:30am........[GR]. .   David Stulen by John Iacopelli 
8:30am........[JV]. .   Mary Agnes Neacy by MEV Neighbors 
12:00pm......[FS]. .   Dennis Peck by Maureen Peck 
6:00pm........[GS]. .   Adoration
Fri, Mar 27. . . . .      Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42 
7:30am........[JV]. .   Marge Lortie by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am........[FS]. .   Frank Harrison by Sally Harrison 
12:00pm......[GS]. .   Rich Wilson by the Jirout Family 
Sat, Mar 28. . . .     Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56 
7:30am........[JV]. .   Dennis O’Hara by Anna Caragiulo 
8:30am........[GR]. .   Famiglia Stragapede by Marianna Stragapede 
4:00pm........[GR]. .   Harry Burke by Hank Maier 
4:00pm........[FS]. .   (Hall) Special Intentions 
5:30pm........[GS]. .   Dominico Luong Manh Hoa by Phuc Nguyen
Sun, Mar 29. . . .     Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14–27:66 
7:30am........[JV]. .   Ryan Halstead by Mom 
9:00am........[FS]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Crowley Family by Ann Crowley 
9:00am........[GR]. .   (Hall) Linda DiCianni by Marianna Stragapede 
10:30am......[GS]. .   For All Parishioners  
10:30am......[FS]. .   (Hall) For All Parishioners 
12:00pm......[GR]. .   Rina Ercole Roversi & Maria Goffredo Ghelfi  
                         by Mauriza & Willer Ghelfi 
12:00pm......[JV]. .   (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm........[GS]. .   (L) Michael Sheridan by the Family

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Gennadi (GR)

Wedding  Wedding  
BannsBanns

Joseph Cambareri & Criscen Lumbera de Castro (3)
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We invite you to be part of a 
community of Vincentians who  
go to the poor. 

Call the Incarnation parish office 
941.921.6631 or come to one of 
our meetings on the last Monday 
of each month at 6:30pm. 

The harvest is indeed great,  
but more laborers are needed.

– St. Vincent dePaul  •  That is the Vincentian Mission.

It is said that no  
form of charity is 

foreign to the  
St. Vincent de  
Paul Society. 

Go to the poor and  
you will find God.
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Kids Corner
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St Mary Academy 
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Important Information

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Dn. Vern Smith  .   .   .   .   dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities .   .   .   .   .   .   . Diocese of Venice .   .   .   . 941.484.9543 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  . .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .   .   .   .   .   . .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Thomas Varas  .  .   .   .   .   tvaras@stmartha.org 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc Pat Macaulay  .   .   .   . dcpatrick@stmartha.org  
Finance Council .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Emil Efthimides  .   .   .   .   ede24@usa.com 
Family Ministry .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Gary Kerschner  .   .   .   .   Kerschg56@gmail.com 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .   .   Tony Cocco, Chair  .   .   .   941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry .   .   .   .   .   . Beth Cannata  .   .   .   .   .   941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  .   .   .   .   . Dale Thompson  .   .   .   .   941.350.9010 
Lectors  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Randy Kelly  .  .   .   .   .   .   510.853.0401 
O.C.I.A.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Patricia Sileo  .   .   .   .   .   941.366.4210 
Parish Council  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Beth Cannata  .   .   .   .   .   941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4210 
Rosary Makers  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes .   .   .   . Peggy Kerwin  .   .   .   .   .   941.748.0094 
Ushers  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Steve Mislyan  .   .   .   .   .   941.993.0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  .   .   .   . Stuart Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   941.780.7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941.960.5128

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.484.9543 

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  .   .   . Longboat Key  .   .   .   .   .   941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  .   .   .   .   .   .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel .   .   . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  .   .   .   . Lakewood Ranch  .   .   .   941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   941.371.4917

Important Contact Information



Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St 

 941.906.9575
CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS
& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

All Inclusive Event Venue 
Ideal for: Weddings, 

Quinceañera, Sweet 16, 
Corporate Meetings and More 

941.392.0577

B A N Q U E TS  &  E V E N TS

LaGranMansionFL.com • Info@lagranmansionfl.com

Follow us on

At Palms Memorial Park
941.371.4962

170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231
www.wiegandbrothers.com

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Veteran Preplanning 
Discount Available

Serving Your Funeral Home & 
Cemetery Needs Throughout 
Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your 
loved one is in another state, we can 

accommodate this need.

CHUCK  
DEMCHAK

Attorney at Law
PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1626 Ringling Blvd,  
Sarasota FL 34236

ECD.LAW | CHUCK@ECD.LAW | 941-366-8888

Best Law Firms® 2025 Tier 1 in Sarasota for 
Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs
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Building Materials • Furniture 
Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Large item? 
COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  
Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 
specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 
www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care



Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman
941-366-5476

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 

Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

DAVID M. 
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102 
University Park, FL 34201 

Tel 941.360.2255 
www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

Wills and Trusts 
Admitted in NY and FL

Robert J. Hoffman, Esquire

1330 Main Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

(941) 323-9547
robertjhoffmanattorneyatlaw.com

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations
(941) 366-5510

tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 
CHIHA

Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  
WE’LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Attorney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.
(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain 
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER
Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999

SarasotaSarasota
Bernie WalshBernie Walsh 941-485-3777941-485-3777
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• Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service
• Live-in & Hourly Services

• Residential/Commercial Cleaning Services
941-212-0310 • info@polishcareservices.com

polishcareservices.com • 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota

FL Lic. 238868 Cert 33563
Registered & Insured

We Make Everyday Life Easier


