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Our Pastor, Father George

April 12, 2026 - by Deacon Pat

Welcome to Divine Mercy Sunday! What makes it so special? It came 
about, in the last century from Jesus appearances to a humble Polish 
Nun – St. Maria Faustina Kowalska. Jesus told her that Mankind will 
not have peace until it turns with trust to My mercy! 

Based on her diary, Pope John Paul II on her canonization in 2000, 
established the Divine Mercy Feast Day as the Second Sunday after 
Easter. The following is from thedivinemercy.org (the website of 
the National Shrine, administered by the Marian Fathers):

The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God loves us 
– all of us. And He wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater 
than our sins, so that we will call upon Him with trust, receive His 
mercy, and let it flow through us to others. Thus, all will come to 
share His joy. 

The Divine Mercy message is one we can call to mind simply by 
remembering ABC: 

A - Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in prayer  
constantly, repenting of our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy 
out upon us and upon the whole world. 

B - Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow 
through us to others. He wants us to extend love and forgiveness  
to others just as He does to us. 

C - Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know that all the 
graces of His mercy can only be received by our trust. The more  
we open the door of our hearts and lives to Him with trust, the  
more we can receive.

I invite you to go  
to the National  
Shrine’s website  
thedivinemercy.org  
to explore ways  
available to deepen 
your Faith through  
devotion to Jesus’ 
Divine Mercy.

In the Gospel  
passage, we see  
Jesus visiting the 
Apostles, twice, in 
a locked upper  
room. Both times  
He showed His 

wounds. But, instead of being vengeful, he showed His Divine  
Mercy, by telling them Shalom (Peace) and breaking bread with them. 

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

Additional Mass today - On this  
Sunday, April 12, we will have an 
additional Mass in our church at 
3pm to mark the Feast of the  
Divine Mercy. 

From St. Faustina - Mercy is  
the greatest attribute of God. 

Holy Week/Easter 2026  
impressions - The three days of 
Confessions on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday of the Holy Week in  
St. Martha were well attended 

by huge number of people, May God bless everyone who came to 
reconcile with God. Similarly, we have had over 3,400 people who 
attended our Masses on Easter Sunday. Great thanks to the music 
director, cantors and choir members for beautiful singing as well  
as all sacristans, lectors, ushers and altar servers for helping in 
these special Liturgies!

Next Sunday, April 19, 2026, is 3rd Sunday of Easter.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George 

 l continued from previous column

In the first visit, when Thomas was not present, He gave them the 
Holy Spirit and established the Sacrament of Penance: Receive the 
Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins 
you retain are retained.

In the second visit, with all of the Apostles present, He invited  
Thomas to Put your finger here and see my hands and bring your 
hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe. 
Thomas responded, My Lord and my God! Importantly for us, Jesus 
then said Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.

Because of our belief in Jesus as our Redeemer, we are blessed! 

So, each of us are called to appreciate our Blessing that Jesus  
mercifully gives us! The most popular devotion is to recite the  
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Instructions are found on  
thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/pray-the-chaplet.

“The message  

of The Divine  

Mercy is simple.  

It is that God  

loves us - all of us.”
- Deacon Pat
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April 12-18, 2026Events & Donation Opportunit ies

Theology on Tap, Thursday, April 16 at 7pm -  
Calling all young adults! Join us for an evening of  
fellowship, faith and fun with other Catholic young people 
from across the Diocese. Don’t miss this chance to grow in 
faith, connect with others, and enjoy an evening out with friends old and 
new. Theology on Tap is an opportunity for young adults in their 20s and 
30s to explore faith topics in a relaxed social setting, the third  
Thursday of every month at Oak & Stone, 5405 University Parkway, 
University Park. To learn more, contact Andres Prias, 941.441.1122.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Grove City, 5265 Placida 
Road, has been designated by Bishop Frank J. Dewane as a  
Jubilee site - welcoming pilgrims throughout the Jubilee Year. The Church 
Sanctuary and Poor Clare Adoration Chapel will be open from 9am to 
4pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays to welcome pilgrims, and at other 
times by arrangement. More information: sfoachurch.com/jubilee-2025.

Sun, Apr 12 . . . .     Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31 
7:30am........[JV]. .   Kyle Angeles by the Corsaro Family 
9:00am........[GR]. .   St. Martha’s Volunteers by the Clergy 
9:00am........[FS]. .   (Hall) Chesterine and Henry Drabicki by the Ordonez Family 
10:30am......[FS]. .   For All Parishioners  
12:00pm......[GS]. .   L&D Mbrs Norris, Nasrallah, Dennis,  
                         Madden Families by Marcia Norris 
12:00pm......[JV]. .   (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
3:00pm........[GS]. .   Divine Mercy Mass 
5:30pm........[GS]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Cummins Family by Bob & Virginia Forget

Mon, Apr 13. . . .     Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8 
7:30am........[GS]. .   Dec. Mbrs of the Vincent LoCicero Family by Helene Halpern 
8:30am........[JV]. .   Marie-Rose Younan by Joe and Nora Stephan 
12:00pm......[JV]. .   Kim Martin by Stu and Joan Love

Tue, Apr 14. . . . .      Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7b-15  
7:30am........[JV]. .   Erich by Mom 
8:30am........[JV]. .   Renee Younan by Joe and Nora Stephan 
12:00pm......[GS]. .   (L) Dennis O’Neil by Bob and Debbie Frank

Wed, Apr 15. . . .     Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21 
7:30am........[GR]. .   Catherine O’Rouke by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am........[GR]. .   William L’Heureux by the Family 
12:00pm......[GS]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family by Betty and Joe Plouffe

Thu, Apr 16. . . . .      Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36 
7:30am........[JV]. .   (L) Fr. Gennadi Romachko, S.A.C. by David and Paula Shigley 
8:30am........[GR]. .   Ryan Halstead by Mom 
12:00pm......[FS]. .   Ione Fowler by Rose Fowler

Fri, Apr 17 . . . . .      Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15 
7:30am........[GS]. .   (L) Alan Rose by Judy Kozlowski 
8:30pm........[FS]. .   Carl Gugino by the Heibel Family 
12:00pm......[GR]. .   (L) Donna Bakr by Cruz 
Sat, Apr 18. . . . .      Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21 
7:30am........[GR]. .   Sandra LaVon Herrmann by Dick Quinn 
8:30pm........[JV]. .   For Greater Respect for all Human Life  
4:00pm........[GR]. .   (L) Robert Frank by Debbie Frank 
4:00pm........[GS]. .   (Hall) Special Intentions 
5:30pm........[FS]. .   Ester Tengco by Romulo and Mafalda Tengco

Sun, Apr 19 . . . .     Acts 2:14, 22-33; 1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35 
7:30am........[GR]. .   (L) Amy Sheridan by the Family 
9:00am........[FS]. .   John and Angelino Lerario by Jim and Mimi 
9:00am........[GS]. .   (Hall) (L) Shaun McGruder by John and Mary McGruder 
10:30am......[GR]. .   For All Parishioners  
12:00pm......[GS]. .   Gaetano Lupo by Sisters 
12:00pm......[JV]. .   (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm........[GR]. .   Gerald J. Boryszewski, Jr. by Mom and Dad

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV),  
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Guennadi (GR)
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St Martha School

FOLLOW US ON :
St. Martha Catholic School

4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
941-953-4181  www.stmarthaschool.net 

E D U C AT I N G  S T U D E N T S  F R O M  P R E - K  T O  8 T H  G R A D E 

In partnership with Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Catholic 
Church, the mission of St. Martha Catholic School is to provide each 

student with diverse opportunities which develop: STRENGTH IN FAITH, 
EXCELLENCE IN KNOWLEDGE, AND CHARACTER IN SERVICE. 

SCAN ME

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 
THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR!

ST. MARTHA CATHOLIC SCHOOL
7 5  Y E A R S  O F  E X C E L L E N C E

Events & Activit ies
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Kids Corner
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St Mary Academy 
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April 12-18, 2026

Wedding BannsWedding Banns
Timothy Garica & Michelle Ensminger (2)
Brain Kozlowski & Alexandra Martino (2)

Events & Activit ies
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Important Information

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Dn. Vern Smith  .   .   .   .   dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities .   .   .   .   .   .   . Diocese of Venice .   .   .   . 941.484.9543 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  . .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .   .   .   .   .   . .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Thomas Varas  .  .   .   .   .   tvaras@stmartha.org 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc Pat Macaulay  .   .   .   . dcpatrick@stmartha.org  
Finance Council .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Emil Efthimides  .   .   .   .   ede24@usa.com 
Family Ministry .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Gary Kerschner  .   .   .   .   Kerschg56@gmail.com 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .   .   Tony Cocco, Chair  .   .   .   941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry .   .   .   .   .   . Beth Cannata  .   .   .   .   .   941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  .   .   .   .   . Dale Thompson  .   .   .   .   941.350.9010 
Lectors  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Randy Kelly  .  .   .   .   .   .   510.853.0401 
O.C.I.A.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Patricia Sileo  .   .   .   .   .   941.366.4210 
Parish Council  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Beth Cannata  .   .   .   .   .   941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4210 
Rosary Makers  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Maxine Brand  .   .   .   .   . 941.374.6605 
Solve Maternity Homes .   .   .   . Peggy Kerwin  .   .   .   .   .   941.748.0094 
Ushers  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Steve Mislyan  .   .   .   .   .   941.993.0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  .   .   .   . Stuart Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   941.780.7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941.960.5128

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.484.9543 

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  .   .   . Longboat Key  .   .   .   .   .   941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  .   .   .   .   .   .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel .   .   . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  .   .   .   . Lakewood Ranch  .   .   .   941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   941.371.4917

Important Contact Information

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Catholic Home Missions Appeal focuses on strengthening the Church in 
the United States and its territories that are financially unable to offer basic 
pastoral ministries and services without outside assistance. This Appeal offers 
funds needed for religious education, seminary formation, lay ministry 
raining and other programs that both assist in evangelizing and building 
vibrant faith communities.
Your contribution to this Appeal allows these less well to do Dioceses to keep 
their Parishes open and meet the Pastoral needs of their communities. One 
of the many programs supported by this Appeal is faith formation programs 
offered by the campus ministries of Universities in mission territories in the 
United States. By participating in these campus ministry programs, students 
grow in their faith and prepare to be Church leaders.
The 2026 Catholic Home Missions Appeal is scheduled in the Diocese of 
Venice the weekend of April 18 and 19,2026. Won’t you be generous and 
allow Faith to flourish in areas that cannot do it alone? On behalf of your 
brothers and sisters whom you will be greatly helping, thank you for your 
support and kindness!
I take this opportunity to assure you and your family of my continued 
consideration as well as my prayers in this Easter Season.
May God bless you for your kindness and generous response! 
Sincerely yours in Christ,  
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida



Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St 

 941.906.9575
CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS
& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

All Inclusive Event Venue 
Ideal for: Weddings, 

Quinceañera, Sweet 16, 
Corporate Meetings and More 

941.392.0577

B A N Q U E TS  &  E V E N TS

LaGranMansionFL.com • Info@lagranmansionfl.com

Follow us on

At Palms Memorial Park
941.371.4962

170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231
www.wiegandbrothers.com

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Veteran Preplanning 
Discount Available

Serving Your Funeral Home & 
Cemetery Needs Throughout 
Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your 
loved one is in another state, we can 

accommodate this need.

CHUCK  
DEMCHAK

Attorney at Law
PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1626 Ringling Blvd,  
Sarasota FL 34236

ECD.LAW | CHUCK@ECD.LAW | 941-366-8888

Best Law Firms® 2025 Tier 1 in Sarasota for 
Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs
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Building Materials • Furniture 
Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Large item? 
COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  
Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 
specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 
www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care



Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman
941-366-5476

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 

Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

DAVID M. 
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102 
University Park, FL 34201 

Tel 941.360.2255 
www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

Wills and Trusts 
Admitted in NY and FL

Robert J. Hoffman, Esquire

1330 Main Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

(941) 323-9547
robertjhoffmanattorneyatlaw.com

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations
(941) 366-5510

tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 
CHIHA

Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  
WE’LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Attorney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.
(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain 
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER
Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999

SarasotaSarasota
Bernie WalshBernie Walsh 941-485-3777941-485-3777
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• Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service
• Live-in & Hourly Services

• Residential/Commercial Cleaning Services
941-212-0310 • info@polishcareservices.com

polishcareservices.com • 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota

FL Lic. 238868 Cert 33563
Registered & Insured

We Make Everyday Life Easier


